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.Proc_ecding: of the Madras ('m-ernment Revenué Depariment,
' IOtk August 1868.

Read the followirng :—

- - Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th May 1868, No. 3,726.
: Readthe following letter from A. PIERRES vs CLOSETS, Esq, c. &, to the
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 29th March 1808.
, Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing the
Proceedings of the Government Board of Revenue, and the Order thereon, dated
: l?rth uf November 1867, and I have the honor to observe :—

, - FPirst.—That it is not my intention to prevent or interfere in.the least degrea
. wxﬁh the native n'on-makmg, and, on the contrary, that the business I intend to
_carry on will tend to prove and Spread the fabrication of iron; and will give remu-
merative work a; number of native vltlagers.
. Second.—That without a privilege, it would be impossible for me to raise the
required, or to form a Company for that object, and that at all events this
pnvﬂege could be cancelled if the works are not started within a certain time,
. Third—That one of my first objects is to make cast-iron pipes intended
f@ the Madras Municipal Water Works; and that the cost of these pipes would be
' itly reduced by their bemg“made on the spot.
ek have, therefore, the honor to express the hope that the Government
Beard of Revenue would re-consider their clecmon, and would agree to grant me
the followmg demands e ZEEERT TR s

Flrsl, —The permission of raising aud collevtma iron ores in the Govern-

- m&nf waste lands mthm the boundanes of the Lfddl'aa Dzstrm

2. His first reqnest 18, ¢ pemusmon to xaise and collect iron ores i

Govemmeuﬁ mﬁe Jands of the Madras District. The Board wish to know G\Hh-

: 'by this' Mr. de Closefs mieans that the monopoly or exclusive privilege

of ra sing and collecting iron ofes in this traet is to be conceded, or whether he

only wishes to share the privilege, tax free, with others, Natives or Europeans, indi-
\ nduals or Companies. L .

‘3. - The Board Would also wish to. know Wg\ﬂwr Mr. de Closets has already
collected or rmﬂd .ores in the Madras District on Governmcut waste, and if so,
whether he has been 1mpeded in any way oréch.xrﬂud with any tas.

4. Mr. de Closets” second request is, the ¢ pmwle‘re for ten years of smelting
and working iron ores by Enropean proc¢asses in the Madras Districs.

5. AS regards this request, the Boar diwish to know, whethier Mr. de C loscts
by “prwlléwa” means the monopoly or Pnlusn'c privi ege, or merely permission 1)
common with others, tax frce.

The Board ask this question, because .the Government cannot, as far as
they are awate, debar any person from adopting European processes of iron-making
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\ Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
10th August 1868,
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6. I suppose, that in such case, you would counsider myself as not equitably

remunerated for attempting to implant in Madras an industry which is the * basis”
of the others. -

7. But in contrary, with an exclusive privilege granted to me, I could go
through the trials and experiments unavoidable to ascertain at first the mode of

- smelting the kind of ores at hand, with a hope that, if being suceessful, I will have

a few years to run with favorable returns, before to incur the chance of being
‘stopped by some competitor. = ’

- 8. Admitting that Government should be willing to grant me the “ exelusive
privilege” of ten years I request, I have the honor to specify that the conditions I
am generally prepared to agree to are i e .

~ lstly.—To pay a royalty of (1) one Rupee per ton of pig or cast-iron “‘ fons

fide” runned from the blast fxg‘naceorbla.st furnaces.

5 2udly.—That the*excliﬁﬁré“pﬁvilege“wmd:iame will be cancelled—

First—If no pig or cast-iron has been produced from the blast furnace
~ within a year from the date of the grant.
~ Seond—If during the period stipulated for the privilege, the works once
Tt i started are suspended for more than six consecutive months, or if their
oY e yearly product is less than (600) six hundred tons.
;“““*;f*"ﬂ"é‘-“"’— S L il G - o M <

.. In their Order of the 13th November last, No. 2,689, Go

2 e A e pdbs -

3 vernment informed
’ prepared to consider any definite ‘application
to raise an@{‘smellt the iron ores on Government waste “in a particular limited
loeahty;’?m&bemg satisfied of the competency of the applicants to bring the scheme
o a suce ssful issue so far as the possession of sufficient capital would ensure
supcess. ot .

2. Hereupmi, Mr. de'nleﬁéets applied to the Board for— s

I. Permission to raise and collect ores in Government waste within the

1

AP T 5d A& »gt»ivi"lege” for ten years, _extending to the Madras District, for

/ nmeltmg and working iron ores by ¢ European process.”

3. The Board requested Mr. de Closets fo state whether, by the use of the words
“ permission” and “ privilege,” he contemplated the ezelusive permission and privi-
lege; whether he had already collected ‘any ore in Madras, and in so doing, had
been either impeded or taxed ; and what conditions he would be prepared to accede

4." In his reply, Mr. de Closets states that he has already collected ores without
' ‘not think necessary for the
present t?,dgmaud any lease or grant for collecting iron ores, wishing only to
 share wit 1 others the privilege, free of tax, of collecting these ores.” On this
sfore, all dlﬁizhltyls removed. As to his second demand, Mr. de Closets

ok o

t.‘:." "’_ S N RS e e A = s .
states that what he seeks is the exclusive privilege for ten Years of smelting the

mhy the “ Europc m_ process.” This, as pointed out in paragraph 6 of the

Bma’sPro“ceedhi@n, dated 19th May 1868, is what the Government have no power
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