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No. 306.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Public Works Department :— :

Passing orders on a letter from the Chief Engineer

for Irrigation, bringing to notice the imper-
fect manner in which the Registers of Irriga.tion} (Here enter 13th July 1868, No. 2,234.)

Works are kept up in the several districts.

No. 307. OrpEr THEREON, 15th July 1868, No. 1,975.
Communicated to the Board of
I Revenue, who are requested to issue the
necessary instructions to Collectors, and

to sco that these instructions are carried out. It would appear from the report of
the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, that very little attention has been paid to the

Board’s Standing Orders Nos. 67 and -
(True Extract.)
(Signed) H. SEWELL,
Acting Under Secretary to Government.

Irrigation No. 9.

To the Board of Revenue, with Procecdings Pablic Works Department, No. 2,234

Exd. 8. T. Augustin,
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No. 306. Read the following: letter from the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, to ;

the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.

George, 19th June 1868, No. 50:— | gt

1. Shortly after joining my present office I called upon Superintending
Engineers to report to what extent the instructions contained in Chapter V,

Public Works Code, paragraphs 38, 45, and 49 were acted up to in each of the

districts comprised in their Divisions, and whether copies of the Registers of Irri-
gation Works in each Range were in possession of the Range Officers. This report
was called for, as I was under the impression that, while in some districts the

Superintending Engincers as well as the Range Officers had very complete infor- '

mation regarding the expenditure and reveuue in the different irrigation works in
their charge, in others, information regarding the revenue derived from the tanks

and other irrigation works was very defective, if not altogether wanting. It

further appeared to me that a practice, which I had reason to think was not uncom-
mon, of Range Officers simply preparing estimates for the repairs of irrigation
works, as they appeared to be necessary, or as they were called for by the Collec-
tors, and of their sending them on for approval, and for the entry of particulars of
revenue by the latter officer, was objectionable ; as I considered that the revenue
dependant upon the works should have been carefully considered in connection
with past expenditure in the first instance, and that the estimates should have
been drawn up not entirely with reference to the absolute requirements of the
works, but rather relatively to their value to Government and to the people.

9. There was a further object in making the above reference to Superintend-
ing Engineers.  There have been constant complaints that the sum allotted annually

for irrigation repairs is insufficient for their proper maintenance, and it is com-
monly supposed that their condition is deteriorating rather than improving under

~ the present management, if only from the inadequate sum allowed for expenditure

upon them. There can be no doubt that the deterioration of tanks throughout

_the Presidency is a fact. They must all have deteriorated more or less from the
loss of capacity caused by tho nutural process of the raising of the beds, a process
which cannot be counteracted by expenditure in repairing the embankments.

Many ta.nké must have deteriorated in this way to such an extent aﬁ;taber@h@eted

d many had been abandoned for this reason, before the

_ country came under our rile. There are others, which may now have arrived at

' such a stage of deterioration as to render them fit subjects for examination and
“enquiry as to what had best be done with them. | ‘

- -

10 ‘be feared, numerous instances in which the Govern-
ment money has been laid out unprofitably ; in which a large expenditure (rela-"

_ tively to the revenue) on repairs may have failed to sustain the revenue, even

‘when the rain-fall may not have been deficient. Such cases would evidently
j ig-uggest the question ‘ what is the object of retaining such tanks in the hands of
 Goyernment?’  There may be good reasons, in some instances, for keeping them

up as public works, in others it might be more expedient to hand them over to the

. ryots on a reduced assessment.

4. What T would respectfully insist on, in deal ing with tanks, is the necessity

of arriving at a knowledge of them individually, before attempting to generalize
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on their condition. Tow can it be proved in a word that the tanks in the Presi-
dency are kept in bad or good repair? By whom have the many hundreds of
important tanks been examined and reported on, in such a way as to allow of any
sound opinion being formed as to their actual condition of serviceableness or
otherwise? Considering their enormous importance, it is surprising how little
information about them is available. Even such works as the Cumbum tank and
scores of others, but little inferior to it in size or importance, who knows anything

about them, except the officers in immediate charge ? And cven they rarely or ever

know how much water such tanks are capable of containing. The officers of the
Department have indeed so much miseellaneous work to attend to, that they would
rarely have it in their power to institute the preparation of surveys and plans,
?vhich might appear to them to have no further object than the eollection of
interesting facts, but, without attaching undue importance to merely interesting
information, I do think that the numerous grand old works of native predecessors
are of sufficient importance to justify some outlay in the preparation of surveys of
-them, and in the compilation of a tolerably complete record of their constructive
peculiarities. |

5. As regards the smaller class of tanks, and the namerous old irrigation
channels, which abound in this Presidency, little or nothing is known ofcthom
except by the officers in their immediate charge. Tn 'I‘anjoreoeven any real knowt
ledge of the working of the channels has to be acquired by a long residenée in

the district, and by alaborious enquiry into the condition of the water-supply to

different interests. An intimate acquaintance with a complicated system of irriga-
tion, and an uiiderstanding of the best mode of managing it, can only, it is frué Obe
-acquired by local experience; but it must stand to i'eason., that if an ’oﬁieer ne»:r to
a district was placed in possession of surveys and of a cmﬁplete series of leyels of
channels he had to deal with, a short local experience, instead of a longvone

)

i 7 ! L as is
at present necessary, would suffice to enable him to manage the w

orks properly.
6. The Government have heen alive to the necessity of keeping up Registers
G. 0., No. 1,655, 21st July 1855. I
‘ prescribing the duties of District
Engineers and other Officers, it was
directed that, “The District Engi-
neers and Collectors shall keep counterpart Register books of all works of irrigation
in their districts, with the revenue for a series of years; and every year the Collec-

Grant’s Circular Orders, page 585,

tors shall add for each work the extent of eultivation and the amount of revenue

for the Fusly, and the District Engineers shall add the amount of expenditure, if any,
for the official year ; and these items of information shall be reciprocally communi-
cated by the officers in question, so that their books may exactly correspond.’”’
Further, that ““ The Registers of Revenue shall be the basis of the District Engineer’s
proccedings in the repair of works, and Le shall be strictly responsible for the correct
use of the information before him, according to the rules of the department.”

7. These instructions were repeated in the Public Works Code, Chapter V.

8. The following is the substance of the replies from the Superintending
Engineers, informing me of the extent to which the above orders have been carried
“out in the districts comprised within their Divisions.

of Irrigaton Works, and in the Rules

R —

T ——
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1sr Division.—No reply received.

9xp Divistox.—The Superintending Engineer reports as follows: I have
received the Registers of both the Kistna and Nellore Districts for the five years
terminating in 1865-66, and that I lately directed the 7th Range Officer of the Kistna
to dopute one of his Clerks to copy the portion connected with his works ; this has,
1 believe, now been done, and each Range Officer will be similarly directed to
possess himself of the fi'r'equisite information.” T

« Exeepting by a review of the revenue and expenditure on tanks for a HES

~ longer series of years than this Office possessos, it is not possible to judge of
the effect of the repairs on rain-fed tanks, or on those fed by small streams. The

amount of rain-fall and of the floods is so uncertain, that I notice in several
instances, for two or three years after a large expenditure has been incur‘r.ed, the
revenue has materially diminished. 1If tanks are merely kept in repair no increase
of revenre is iikely of course to arise. By improvements of supply or capacity,
superior returns will alone be realized.” o |

9. The Superintcnding Engineer, 3rd Division, states, that the Ir;'igatiqn
Reuisters of the Bellary and Cuddapah Districts have been received up to Fusly
1273 (1863-6-1-)., that they have been sent every five years to save writing ; but thl.it he
*had suggested to the Collector of Bellary to have printed forms drawn up, with a

view to their being filled up every year. The Registers for Kurnool were not fprth- |

coming in the Superiutending Engineer’s Office. ‘
10, 'The practicein the 4th Division is as follows : Estimate.s for the repairs,
and improvements of irrigation works are framed by the Range Ofticer, B()n}ei:lme@;t
on his seeing the dilapidated state ofa tank as he marche's anrvxg, sometimes a
the direct requestof the ryots, sometimes on the requisitmn‘ of the Collector or
the Tahsildar, and at other times in answer to petitions _wntte.n to r?f’ anfl for-
warded by me to the Range Officer for report, and estin‘late 1f. gke latter zs épnszder'ed
necessary.” OR whatever application, however, the- estimate is m.‘ade-, .‘ ﬁhgjpr,z‘act1cfe
referred toin paragraph 3 of your ‘Memoran.dum is that whxgh is fpllowed‘ i thfs
Division ; the estimate after being received in thls“ O'fﬁ'ce‘ and belr;g 1evx‘a‘1”m‘n§(;1,]- is
forwarded to the Collector for approval and cotfntersxgnaturq‘a‘nd : 'tq})a‘retu'rnei
with an Ayacut statement, @ sample of which is forwarded i’o?'ym{ul"‘ “‘mspt.actlpn.
There is no doubt that this is a very wrong system, and is 1;kg? puttmg; the
cart before the hovse. In former days it was easy for an Engu‘l‘eer‘ Officer,
or even a subordinate officer, to obtain revenue information on the spot from the
village officials, but mow it is difficult for him to do so, and the Plan above
stated is follewed. A ‘

“No Registers, such as are veferred to in paragraph 45 of Chapter V have,
T believe, been ‘ever kept up, and this is probably attributable to Form 20 never
having been, to my memory, embodicd in the Code, or circulated for guidance.”

11. The Superintending Engineer has since learnt from the Collector of North
Arcot, that the Register of Irrigation Works has not been kept up in his Office since
1854, “ A revised form of Register was received, and orders appear to have been
despatehed to the Tahsildars in 1866 to prepare and furnish Registers ‘accordingly,
but none have yet been received. I have called upon them to report at once
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Whaf progress has been mad
¢, and you may rel :
! ] y upon my tak ,
measures to furnish you with complete Registers as soon as posysiblz ,:ng Sl

12. The Superintendin ine

e i Sur g Engineer, 5th Divisi at ¢
Reglste(rs of Irrigation Works in the Sgi_l%ﬁl:’Arcot and é:l?:rll’l dl:ep?ms tha't G?m‘plete
from 1261 to 1265 (1851-52 to 1855:56). g st

~ 18.  The Registers for Salem from 1266 to 1270 (1856-57 to 1860-61) h
- ave

~ been nearly completed, and th - subseque '
possibté_ ot vag 0se forsuh{sequent years will be made out as soon as

- 14. The Registers for South Ar ‘l five’ e
‘ .for Fuslies 1266 to 1270, and those f:z;xh?;; lbete ¢ !;I;Pared 6] th‘e b iy
been e i e o 1275 (1861-62 to 1865-66) have
& 15, Colonel Foord further reports : ’
_,__,‘th‘e“:Regi‘gters, as in fact none have be‘a‘n
from Fusly 1266 (1856-57),
dered of little use by the revi

‘“ The Range Officers have no copies of
Sah ‘pre.:pared' by the Revenue Department
2 the, o d Registers in my Office having been ren-
T e ion of 1.',11.9 talooks in 1860. These Officers are now
Uit 1 ing  the requisite revenue statement from the tal k
s ‘i i j_lg vsdxen they prepare estimates for irrigationvworks G 00k or
‘ 1 highly desirable that each Ra .' |
s T b Range Officer should be ir :
re\'eiue L f'e%:her: Of; ‘Irng‘glamon Works in his Range, c,m‘11‘.3,iuinlul'1 b g,
it h‘ g ;or d(llmng a series of years. The present f ¢ Pﬁfrtwula“ e
mly for five Fuslies, and d  admit o Fine |
in succe‘ss‘idn_u__ R ?l Hoss 'HOt admlbOf il b
““ On receipt of the Re
furnighing the Range Officer
- 16.% 6rH Drvision.—T] 1 |
Irsvation o Tiox.—The Superintending Engineer states *
a“dot aal isri: ltl:a\e been prepared from Fuslios 1261 to 127;-(t1}183;1th9 Tl
 that | om e,
o 52 to 1860-61),

Wiy . nication with the Coll 2ope
relative to theuj preparation for subsequent Fu:;’;’:ﬂ of Trmhmopo]y and Tanjore

gisters from Collectors,

s with copies.” I will adopt measures for

o1 tenlt;;]xga]téon. works in this Division are in ‘the
sinforn | o - g Kngineer sta-tes, that in the Caroor Range
the Stb:Engtnesr Who s & d hga 10n Works have been duly kept up. Mr W'ﬁti, )
very able and hard w i :‘[‘ SEge of that Range for the last four - .ears .b g
works. In 'C:hé‘Ooimbl:)atorégﬁ r;lgatlon Qﬁ"lcer, and taking much iﬁferest, inemgl?
hands, no Registers ‘&P‘")‘ea :Tl ”COllega,l; Ranges, which have continuaH» ch sucd
Superihteﬁding En‘gih éér’z OZBhave been kept. In the late district mfd :nget
(1859-60), up to which 1 Eofbo Registers have been kept Binée Fu lP isgn
v TTHER Hhe necessary information was supplied by the Cbl:ef:’tor -

18. In mhE 8ru Di

» ATl VISION,bA R Cl‘ e . o ld 3
District has been | . egister of Irrigation Works in the M
S ot e up o Bl 1276 (189808}, Tuihe T et v
s ; Obf eeping up the Reg e Tinnevelly District the

lowed, but the Colloctor- |
Divisidn: hoﬁr(::e(rjul']cf Ct];;had becn requested to supply it. Tt is the custon: in thi
 Tahsildars befofe s,ubr; ange Officers to obtain ‘particulars of reyens or;; s
copy of a R Eg H-’littlng an estimate, and in three Rq e &

py of a Register, which he has orig; anges the Officer keeps a

each year the figures of rever
y r th? ﬁg\i_ncs of revenue and cultivation.

e ———

s being made for several years

isters in the Public Works Department has not been

as originully obtained from the Tahsil durs, and enters

‘example of what has

pages giving 8 deseription o
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19. It appears from the above that the orders of Government for th(Ire»
pfxration of Trrigation Registers have not been strictly adhered to, in some of the
districts in the Presidency, and in several, they have been lost sight of altogether
by the officers of the Public Works Department, and nowhere are they brought
up so closely to date as to allow of their being used in the manuer designed by

N ol vl vl ]G‘)r.ove.rnm(fnt,. viz., ‘a8 the Toasis .of the

, District Engineer’s proceedings in the

repair of works.”

ik 20. 1 attribute this partly to the
Grant’s Circular Orders, pages 145—158. form of Register communicated for
guidance, which necessitates the compi-
Jation of a huge volume for each distriet,
oncumbered with a mass of petty entries, by which any officer, not ekilled in
revenue matters, might well become confused. It was, moreover, complicated by
the entry of the shares which different villages had in tanks and by there being
1o Limitation to the size of the works. However necessary such an arrangement

might be for the guidanée of the Rovenue Officers, it appears to me desirable that

the information supplied to the Public Works Officers should be limited to a
al cultivation, and assessment

Paragraph 47, Chapter V, P. W. Code.

statement of the name, ayacut, full assessment, actu
of each particular tank. There are cases in which the Public Works Officers
might require to know the proportion of the area cultivated by each village
under a tank, but such cases would be quite exceptional, and the required infor-
mation could be obtained from the Revenue authorities. It would, moreover, appear
desirable that tanks irrigating ten cawnies and under should be struck out of the
Register supplied to the Public Works Department, or rather that tho amount of
revenue under these small works should be lumped together, so that the Register
should furnish information of the whole net irrigation and assessment due to it in

any particular talook. Further, T think that the Registers should be something

more than a dry list of names and figurces, and I am glad to be able to refer to an
been done in the way of improvement in one of the Districts
Mr. Dykes, late Collector of Nellore, drew up an alphabetical

list® of all the tanks in the district,
» Specimen annexed. separately for each talook. He fur.
quired in the Register as preseribed, and also inéer‘polated,
{ each work, its condition, sufficiency of escapes and
jil, drainage area, source of supply, &e. These lists were
s to the District Gazotte, and the only point.
i which they failed in being a most useful guide to :dw Rz'mg"e (?Fﬁ(:,ers, was, as
the Saperintending Engineer, 2nd Division, l:omark‘s,‘ in their turmsh{ng only the
average revenue and expenditure. for two periods of five years I)re?cedlxx_g the year
for which‘thcy were drawn up, instead of the revenue and expenditare for cach of

the ten years.

of the Presidency-

nished all the information re

sluiges, nature, of s
printed and published as supplement

91. I believe that Registers of a similar kind to that above deseribed would
f the Public Works Department throughout the

be most useful to the officers 0 : : : :
Trrigation districts. The object of the Registers besides simply recording parfi:
; : :




- one tank cost five per cent. of the revenue,
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culars o f revenue and expenditure should, I conceive, be to furnish : I.—A description
of cach tank, with its sluices, calingulahs,

| &e., its efficiency, or the nature of the
works that are required to render it efficient, or to improve it. - This record would

of course Have to be carefully made, but if such information only were entered
as could be accurately determined the first year for which a new form of Register
ghould be drawn up it could be supplem‘ent-éd‘ by further particularsin subsequent
years. I11.—The Register for any particular year should also contain a review
of the operations of the season, which may be drawn up conjointly by the Revenue
anthorities and officers of the Public Works, for example the beneficial results
which may have been due to outlay on any particular tank, or the cause if the
outlay has not produced any good effect, failure by breaches, want of rain, &e.
The Registers might then be printed and attached as supplements to the District
Gazette, and with these documents before them both Collectors and Superintending
Engincers would certainly be better able than they are at present to judge of the
fitness of estimates for repairs or improvements submitted to them for approval.
Further, I would recommend that a review of the operations on irrigaﬁon works
in each talook should he drawn up annually, the per-centage of revenue which the
expenditure amounts to compared with that of former years, and the general result
of the expenditure described. It would then be a simple matter for the Superin-
tending Enginecer to draw up a report for each district of his Division, and Govern-

Form attached.

ment would then have it in their power to compare the results accomplished in the
different districts, and in short to have some evidence before them, as to the exteht ‘

to which the public money had been laid out beneficially.

22. Bhould the Government be pleased to approve of the above recommenda-

‘tion being carried out, I have no doubt but that some very anomalous results

will be l{rought to light. It will be found that the per-centage of expenditure com-
pared with revenue varies to an extraordinary amount, that where the repairs of

j . j another will cost fifty per cent, Many
cases will also appear in which the expenditure has not proved remunerative at

all, where, so far as the revenue is concerned, it would have been more profitable

for Govermnent to have given up the tanks and their beds
rates, than to have retained ti ’

that it would be expedient t
still venture to maintain tha

the ta at dry assessment
1em as nrrigation works without attempting to affirm

o adopt that course in all cases of the kind, T would

t when a tank becomes unremunerative. it is high
1 : i } erative, it is high time
for a special enquiry to be made into the causes which havo Ie,d to t.hisg result

The circumstances of this Presidency have changed considerably in the course of
thelast ten or twenty years. Means of communication have been greatly impr by 3

and a district is not so dependent as it used to be on its own resourc);s pIror‘;ea:
tion has been vastly extended in the Deltas of the northern distric.ts Whih
formerly used to import rice for the consumption of their population bI;t which
now export it in large quantities. The irrigation there is, moreover z;s certain as
the supply of fthe south-west monsoon, and it can be carried out les; expensivel

than in any other part of the Presidency. The tanks in the other distficts éos};
us nothing, and consequently so long as they continue in a really serviceable
condition, the cultivation under them may not be of an expensive kind. But once
tanks deteriorate to such an extent as to require renovation, more or less complete,
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it then becomes a question of some importance to determine if the advantage to be
gained will be commensurate with the expense. It is sometimes stated that the
value of irrigation works is not fairly represented by the returns to Goyernment;
this may be true in districts far from the coast, and where drinking water 1s
scarce, but I do not see why Government should be called upon to prop up an
inferior class of tanks, for example in the Madras district, by a lavish expenditure,
when if they belof]ged entirely to a private individual, he would probably ﬁ-n_d‘
that Le could buy paddy cheaper from the Godavery or Kistna than he could raise
it himself, ';

93, Itis impossible to tell, from any record of the expenditure which f?.t
present exists, whether what may be termed unremunerative outlay on t}erta.m
tanks is due to exceptional causes, such as injuries from .ﬂoods, or to. a vain
attempt to keep up the revenue, when the tank may be a radically defective one.
There is a total absence of any records explanatory of any such abnormal ogtlay.
I look to complete Registers, such as I have described above, as the on!y means of
solving theso and other difficultics, and T trust that Government will sce the
necessity of having them established.

USSR

Statement showing area of Cultivation, Revenue, and Expenditure on the Irrigation Works

in Talook District for Fusly 18
T A | S 1 ‘ ‘ Exrexvrrurs, | Repairs e
| i A B merand oandL, | Lemerks for
Namo of work, | Ayacnt. arx;::::- m‘:‘x 611. bk Ne,g Rt ) et ik,
: ot ment (5),
gy it S AR 5 6 7 8 9 10
- G A |
ACRES. 8. ACRES. RS. RS, RS, s "
] Al stions of Bupeosito be [l vl | seii Bank in good of
ik o sl AR Sl S0 Fzﬁug\d’ i guk - h r
Bank revetted ot
not revetted, an
condition of rei|
vetment,
g Source of supp
(local drainage o
otherwise), eatrh-|
ment basin area ||
of —~— number |
and Jlength ‘og
calingulahs  ang
Tanks under ten aliﬁ s
cownies | and
Misoullanie0is Lt AR e S i aba e Sekads %
BOUroes . o | fid ot v ay ey PRSI
} Gt g e S S s PGl i e® S RN RIS T iaere it SR WY IR st R
Total for Talook. .. l ...................... l ‘
L e e
j i
No. 807. Onprr THEREON, 13th July 1868, No. 2,234,

1. The Chief Engincer for Irriga-
tion brings to notice the imperfect
manner in which the Registers of Irri-
gation Works are kept up in the several districts. He points out that though
these Registers, under the .\Qrders of Government and by the rules of the Public

Works Department, are required to be prepared jointly by the Revenue and Public
Works Officers, they have been very irregularly kept, and, in ‘some - districts, are

IRRIGATION, No. 18,
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| several years in arrears. They are thus of no avail as a means of readily showing

the specia_l cirgumstanqes or the relative value of any irrigation work as a ‘guide
to determining the nature and extent of the outlay that it may be adv‘isablé to
incur in its repair or restoration, and the Officers of the Public Works De artmeﬁt
aéeulef: to obtain the information they may require by a special refeteﬁcl to the
Molleotor. st AR Al il it

il et S e et el Sl R L ' : i il
2. The want of these Registers makes it ini‘possibia to judge with any degre
of_correctnemof ‘the sufficiency or otherwise of the sums 'tha: are arm‘y 11gr ’
gmde‘fpr the maintena,nde of the irrigational works of this Presidency:. a.n'l;lliil wy;{ 5::5
are commonly supposed to be inadequate, and it prevents the pracﬁiibiﬁt of o
fcl}ablgconclgsiou being formed of the extent to which the ancieﬁf; yt F DY
irrigation from tanks has really deteriorated, either by thé neb‘lect: '?fs E‘:;;;
o} . G

_repairs, or by the gradual process of silting to which storage reservoirs are all

liable. There is, indeed, too much reason to fear, as Colonel Anderson believes,
j i |

that money is largely expended unprofitably in the endeavour to sustain a class of

tanks which, under natural laws, have ceased to be in a condition to admit of their

eing maintained as effective sources of irrigation under any reasonable outlay,
1

and His Excellency in Council has no d i

n neil > doubt that, if a thorough knowledze of the :
?‘}‘?ir:iztf d?ntd! bcor.1d1t10n of the tanks individuajlly were aciessible a f?): Om:)};: Jll
judicious distribution of the yearly collective outlay upon them woul& be éhsﬁfed i

them severally which
i R AT E SN R R
M

3. In Colonel Axi“cierson’é‘ obinion th . s il ;
| | | pinion the main cause of the Irrigation Regis!
: _ ‘ T ? rigation Re
haw_ng beefl allowed to fall .mto arrears is the very voluminous Ila%ure of thengtfa
mation which they ave required to record of each and every tank without E;‘m'z!
: t limita-

tion of size, and the mass of pettf entries with which their preparation is com :

phcated. He think§ that such details as the respective shares which different
ren

_yillages may possess in a tank, th

| , though useful to the Revenue Offi

4 : : cer ‘

Eeqegsagy (fi'pr ?he Pub}w Works Department, and he believes that the ent?i:sre i

be confined without disadvantage to a statement of the name, ayaf:ut full a a
ok | as8sess~

ment, actual cultivation, and assessment of ic

ment ‘ , and each particular work. It i

Public Works Officers xfeed information on any other heads than these‘lsa::lre ttl:at

they do, it may be obtained by a special reference. Colonel Anderson ,ﬁvoul‘; ‘1en
| d also

limit entries in detail to tanks irrigating ten cawnies and upwards, and would sh
3 ow.

the revenue under all of a smaller size in a lump sum, merely to make the R
' A he Regis-

ters complete as a record of the whole extent of irrigation and of the as 2
Sl 6t sessment |

‘due upon it in each talook. Instead, hos ini !
‘ » however, of confiuing the Registers to a

 mere list of names and figures, Colonel Anderson would have them to gi
: give a

deseriptior ac ith it ition, i ¢
description of each work with its condition, its sufficiency of escapes and sluices
Ry

nature of soil, drainage area, and sources of supply. He forwards an fo
: example of

the Register he would récommend, basing it on a f .
< ‘ orm of Regi L Wi
works in Nellore compiled by. Mr. Dykes and published as :{’;iterlzf Irrigation
Nellore Gazette, If Pfepﬂ}‘ed in this form further particulars migll)nlz f:l calithis,
year be added, with a review of the preceding season’s operations sh‘;‘?‘ri}’earﬂto
) ng the

espenditure and the results in each case, whether favorable or otherwise. This would
- This would

facilitate the preparation of a report in each talook, and enable Superintendi
‘ ‘ ng
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Engineers to furnish a general report for each district, from which Governmen!
might not only obtain a correct knowledge of the condition of the works on whicl
the revenue so much depends, but haveitin their power to observe the effect upon
them of any outlay that may have taken place.

4. The Government entirely concur in these views. It scems to them that, so
long as the Registers of Irrigation Works contain all the information that is required
as the basis of the action of the Department of Public Works in providing for
the due maintenance and repair of those works, and serve as tho record of the
results of the outlay upon them éither in the way of repair or improvement, those
Registers will be sufficiently complete. The form proposetl by the Chief Engineer
for Irrigation for adoption appears to be as full j4s is necessary, and the Govern-
ment are of opinion that Registers should be prepared in that form without loss of
time in each district. | |

5. These papers will accordingly be communicated to the Revenue Department,

with a view to measures being ordered for the preparation of the Registers by the
Revenue Officers of the several districts in concert with the Officers of the Public
Works Department. The Registers when coru pleted will be printed and published

in the several District Gazettes, and will then form a clear and accessible record.

(True Extract.)
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“To the Revenue Department. ¢
Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
Superintending Engineers.
Coutroller of Public Works Accounts.
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