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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th July 1868 :
No. 269. Read the following letter from Lieut,-Colonél F. J. B. PRIESTLEY,
Superintendent of Revenue Survey, to the Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, Fort St. George, dated Camp at Coimbatore, 2nd
July 1868, No. 963/37 :— . ;

1. Major Hessey, the Officer in charge of the Demarcation and Survey of the
Neilgherry Hills Settlements, in a letter , dated 23rd June 1868, requests instructions
on the following subject. ' ‘

2. It appears that the Reverend Mr. Griffiths, the®owner of the Sheddon Hall
property at Ootacamund, made an amicable agreement for the settlement of the
boundary of his land adjoining that of Captain Richardson, and consequently the
demarcation and survey of Mr. Griffiths’s land was made in accordance with this
amicable arrangement. :

3. After the lapse of a year, the Reverend Mr. Griffiths declares that as he
had mortgaged the land, he was not authorized to make any such agreement without
the consent of the mortgagee. Ile had never previously mentioned the existence of
any mortgage, and thus, I cannot help thinking, has unwittingly rendered himself
liable fo a penalty under Sections 3 and 4 of Act XXVIIL, of 1860.

~ 4. With the sanction of Government, I purpose instructing Major Hessey to
decline again taking cognizance of disputes thus amicably arranged, as otherwiso
there will exist a most undesirable degree of instability and want of authority in
~ the settlement of disputes by the Demarcation Officers.

9. In the present case the affair seems to have heen disposed of with all dus
deliberation and attention to form.

6. The fullest details are contained in the letter and enclosures, reporting the
circumstances of the case, which I therefore append for reference if required.

Copy of a letter from the Deputy Superintendent, No. 1, Revenue Survey, to the Superintendent of
Revenue Survey, dated 23rd June 1868, No. 492-173,

1. Thave the honor to enclose an extract from a letter I have received from the Reverend
J. Griffiths, regarding the boundary of his property, Sheddon Hall, on the Settlement of Ootacamund.
1 also enclose my reply and a Memorandum of an amicable arrangement, regarding boundaries, agreed
to by Mr. Griffiths, Mr. E. C. G. Thomas, and Captain Richardson.

2. Mr. Griffiths and his neighbour, Mr. Thomas, would not, after the amicable arrangement
recorded in the abovementioned Memorandum, adhere to the boundaries they had themselves suggested.
T therefore, as in duty bound, demarcated the houndary between their propertics in strict accordance

-with the official map received from the Collector’s Office. 3
3. Mr. Griffiths and Captain Richardson did not again fall out; the amicable arrangement
entered into by them was allowed to hold good.

4. After the lapse of a year, Mr. Griffiths again opens the question of the boundavy.

9. At the time of the demarcation of the property, Mr. Griffiths said not a word tolead one to
suppose that he had mortgaged the property, and therefore had no right to assent to any alteration
of the boundary without the permission of the mortgagee. Ie now informs me that he has discovered
that he had no right to make any concession to Captain Richardson.

6. I respectfully request your orders on the subject.

7. If T am not very much mistaken, the gentleman to whom the property is mortgaged was
actually present at the time the land was marked out.

8. Tt is a curious fact that disputes about the boundaries of Mr. Griffiths’s lands have taken up
more time than all the other disputes that have as yet been gettled on the Neilgherry Hills.
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