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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
hJulleSB =

No. 148~ Read the following :—
MINUTE BY THE HONORABLE A. J. ARBUTHNOT.

1. As the question which has been raised in conuex_qu with the revision of
the assessment of the Land Revenue of the Salem District, in regard to the duration
of the settlement in money of tha.t assessment and of the other assessments which
have been recently revised, or are mow in course of revision in the Ryotwari
districts of this Presidency, is about to be referred for the orders of the Secretary of
State, I wish to say that, since writing my Minute of the 30th November last, I have
had an opportunity of 1ead1ng the Parliamentary Blue Book ¢ mﬂmg——éhe-m =3
spondence between the Secretary of State for India in Council and the Grovernment
of India in 1865, 1866, and 1867, on the subject of the permanent Settlement of the

- Land Revenue in India,” which shews that, in dealing with the various questions

which have been mooted since the receipt of Sir C. Wood’s Despatch of the 19th
July 1862, regarding the re-settlement of the districts forming the North-Western
Provinces, Her Majesty’s Government have continued to adhere to the decision
conveyed in that Despatch in favor of the adoption of a permanent money assessment, -
s0 soon as certain conditions, which they regard as essential preliminaries to a
permanent settlement, shall have been fulfilled. Under these circumstances, and
adverting to the anparent concurrence of all the authorities in the north of India,

~ from the ‘Gmmt"w Genezalsdownwards, in regarding this question as finally and

tled, 1su 7 have scarcely felt myseff justified in adhering to my_, i
¥ Bytiiat the yuestion, as it affects the Revenue Settlement now

thi Premdency», should be again referred to the Secretary of State
' necessary to.ropresent the grave objections which attach to

" the adoptwn, under a Ryotwari system, of the measure which is apparently contem-

plated in the Despatch of 1862, of throwing the adjoining waste land into the
holdings on which revenue i3 paid, whenever it may be deemed proper to declare

the assessment permanent.

2. Itis clearly essential that the utter inapplicability and inexpediency of
such an arrangement in connexion with a * Field Scttlement” should be repre-
sented to the Home Government, and that if the principle of a permanent settle-
ment is to be adhered to, we should be furnished with more explicit instructions in
regard to the conditions which in this Presidency must precede its imposition ; and
under this head, it is desirable that we should be informed whether the second of
the two rules laid down in Sir Stafford Northcote’s Despatch of the 23rd March
1867, that ¢ no permanent settlement shall be concluded for any estate to which
“ canal irrigation is, in the opinion of the Governor General in Council, likely to
“ be extended within the next twenty years, and the existing assets of which would
“ thereby be increase¢d in the proportion of 20 per cent.,” is to be deemed appli-
cable to the Madras Presidency.

3. The course which, under the orders of the Secretary of State, has been
followed in this Presidency in dealing with lands irrigated from the canals which
have ,been recently constructed, has been to levy, in addition to the assessment
imposed upon the land with reference to its productive properties, irrespective of
irrigation, such a water-rate as is deemed sufficient to yield a fair rate of interest
on the capital expended in the construction of the works. Hitherto it has not
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