


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue -Department,
2nd July 1868.

-MWM

Read the following :—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th March 1868,
No. 1,990.

Read the following letter from the Collector of Malabar, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Calicut, 11th February 18638, No: 41.

1. I have the honor to submit, for the consideratiun of the Board, the paper
noted. It will be seen that three persons
were fined, under Clause 1st, Section 8,
_ Regulation No. I of 1805, by a Sub-
Magistrate for establishing salt-pans not on account of, or with permission of Govern-
ment in the Ponany talook of this district, but that on reference, the High Court .
quashed the sentence ruling to the effect that under Section 4, ‘Regulation No. II
of 1807, Section 8 of Regulation No. I of 1805 is inapplicable to Malabar; and
that by Section 2, Regulation No. IT of 1807, it is lawful in Malabar to manufac-
ture salt. The salt so manufactured must be sold to the officers, but unless sold to
others it seems there is no offence.

Copy of Proceedings of the High Court of
Judicature, dated 17th August 1867.

9 The law has been strangely overlooked, for a special establishment was
actually kept up, not to prevent illicit sale, but to prevent (as it was considered,
illicit) manufacture, and only dispensed with on the general Police undertaking the.
preventive duty- ; :

Convictions and punishments were not unfrequent ; and only the implicit R
popular belief in the legality of the sentences rendered the attempts at private 5L
manufacture comparatively few. v

3. Now, however, that the manufacture has been found to be legal there is no
doubt that it will be attempted on a much greater scale; and it will give consider-
able trouble. By Clause 2nd, Section 2, Regulation No. IT of 1807, the salt ¥z
privately manufactured is to be sold at a price to be determined with the consent
of the respective parties, * that is, the manufacturers and the officers of Government Sy
but if they do not agree, and the manufacturers determine, or profess to consume
their own produce, or even to give it away, the effect of the law is not very clear,
for the penal section (Section 3) only mentions salt sold to any other than the
officers of Government. . el wie i

IX of 1867 4. Anticipating that the Bill noted.

. . . ‘ = el oy

‘o enable the Government to levy a duty by would have becOme law. ere this, Whtch &
“ way of excise on salt manufactured in such would have obviated all difficulty, I did »

<« districts of the Presidency of Fort St. George ¢ bring the matter forward before, b

‘a8 the G & think K , g
: ‘28 the Government may ‘ proper I would now suggest that Regulation
No. 1T of 1807 be at once repealed in law, as it had virtually been in practic¢ for

many long years back and that the manufacture of salt Withou’t the permission of -

?
Government be made illegal in Malabar as elsewhere. i e
The mass of the people still believe it to be illegal ; and no hardship will result,
nor even inconvenience, save to the few who have hitherto manufactured in gecret, =
believing themselves smugglers, and somewhat to their surprise now find the,xxi_s’d_yeg,\; ,:

at least in the eye of the law, as far as manufacture goes, honest men.
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rift Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

nd July 1868.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

2nd July 1868. ‘ ; SO
5 14. From this and the other papers on the Board’s records, which have been
inhabitants of Canara and Malabar shall be at liberty to carry on the manufacture i referred to, it appears to Government that, while both the Collectors of Malabar
i e and Canara approved the assx.lmption, by the Government, of 2 monopoly of the trade
S g the Secetion provides for the exclusive sale of the produce to ' in salt, they did not at all contemplate, as involved in the meafure, any interference
S with the right of the proprietors of the salt-pans to make and use all the salt they
6. Section 3 provides a penalty for sale to any person other than the officers . might require for domestic consumption. :
of Grovernment. ‘ 15. They both lay much stress on the primary importance of non-interference
7. Section 4 declares that the provisions of Section 2, Clause 1, supersede ! with the exercise of any proprietary rights of the people, and on the fact that the
those of Sections 6 and 8, Regulation I of 1805 (above quoted), which are considered - proposed measure of buying, on behalf of Government, all the salt for which the
to be inapplicable to Canara and Malabar, but that in all other respects the provi- : manufacturers had hitherto 7o seek @ market was an unquestionable advantage to
gions of Regulation I of 1805 apply to Canara and Malabar. : them ; but had they conceived that the manufacturers were to lose the privilege
8. Thus everywhere, save in Malabar and Canara, land-hol ders and others they had previously enjoyed, of using the salt manufactured on their lands for their
could only manufacture salt with the permission and on b,ehu]f of Goverument, and : : own consumption, as freely as any ‘other description of produce, they would certainly
if they declined to manufacture as wswal the Government officers could employ ‘ o have adverted to the effect of this part of the measure as being, if not open to
others to manufacture salt in the salt-pans formerly occupied by the recusants. : objection, still in some measure & counterbalancing disadvantage to the gain by
While in Canara and Malabar any one was at liberty to carry ouuthc manufacture securing a constant market.

us heretofore, and only sale to,others than Government was made penal. : 16. , Mr. Yarden (Collte.c';or Offl\ﬁl labat) (iays atfp a;agraphS otha lettepo.t{ 2031
; . ” 5: % Ev - : s e
9. The question of the establishment of a monopoly of salt nanufacture and August 1805: Every particle of the produce o the pans must necessarily

sale was submitted to Gove . : | xclusively sold to the Company » hut at paragraph 16, he mentions, among the neces-
T llmeut e Y 12 3 T o 8 28th € y . A = % ; 1 =
June 1804. in the Revenue Board's Proceedings, dated ) : sary preliminaries to the introduction of the monopoly, ‘ that the Government should

purchase up all the salt in the possession of private individuals intended for sale,” and
next, ¢ that all persons having more than a specific quantity of salt for home con-
sumption in their possession,” hould be invited to sell the same to Government. .

17.. It is evident, from many parts of his letter, that the people in Malabar
holding stocks of salt for sale were the manufacturers themselves, and the measures
taken at the time included the purchase of their warehouses.

18. Mr. A. Reade (Collector of Canara) in his letter of 30th August 1805, notes
the necessity for regulations for the prohibition of clandestine sale or exportation ;
but he equally insists on the necessity of satisfying the land-owners in the details of
the measure, and making them « contented” and ¢ convinced of our being sensible
of their just rights to their landed property and produce.” He would scarcely, with

10. Themajority of the Board were opposed to a monopoly. M. Falconar, who
was alone in his opinion, advocated it in a Minute, the ODClOS;ll‘OS to which contain
all that had led to the discussion of the improvement of the salt revenue.

¥ 1. At. P‘“‘ag’al.)h 17 of his Minute he describes the * Mirasi manufacturers”
a.s the native hereditary manufacturers of salt, or inhabitants with the condi-
tional occupancy and usufructuary privilege of lands in which salt is manufactured
by laborers hired for the purpose.”

12. At paragraph 47 he says, ¢ Both in Canara and in Malabar landed property

ison a different fo’ctting to what it has been considered to be in the other territories
subject to the Presideney. -

‘,‘_‘.,ﬂ‘}:'- 5~ b

copymb et I DN B BN
5 6

= “ There the greater part of the salt-pans is, and for a long series of time " these views, have considered the introduction of the monopoly unobjectionable, and

e has been, deefned to be the heredifary property of the Jenomkars or native land- advantageous in all respects to the proprictors of the salt pans, had he understood

-4 holc.lers,‘ and it may be expedient, for the present, to leave things there as heretofore, * that it involved depriving those proprietors of the right of using such salt as they

g . “Mintil matured arrangements for the landed property, the salt, and customs revenue,’ might require for their own domestic purposes, which they had hitherto enjoyed

& shall .have been determined upon, uuless the Jenomkars should be disposed to from time immemorial.

& acquiesce in the general arrangements respecting salt, 19. In fine the Government find nothing in the papers to indicate that it was
& | « Meantime the Collectors, uuder the control of the Board of Revenue, can ever contemplated to debar <alt manufacturers in Malabar and Canara from using

b take such measures with regard to this salt as may be pl‘opLer and least likely to <uch salt as they required for their own purposes, but rather that it was distinetly

contemplated to withdraw only their privilege of sale to others than the Government.
90. Mr. Ballard shews that there have been contradictory rulings of the High
ourt as to the freedom of manufacture of salt in these Provinces (as opposed to sale),

 interfere with the general arrangement.

13
| ~ b
| ‘ r . *. 66 48 Byr ining strietly the foreign imports and exports by sea and land,
3 except on account or by authority of the Government, levyi d ur-
A o = evying a duty, an proc e 7o < g : : : i
ing a remission of sayer or salt passing through the M’ysore ; e°r ritories: the revenue but that the latest ruling upholds the privilege, which seems to be in conformity

from this article is capable of much improvemant in C » . with the letter of the law, and with the theory of land tenure on the Western Coast.
PR | ‘The question of the exfensign Z?Th:u":z“(;a“;":ﬂ t?:{:{::):‘:ar;l 4 Candehit A8 ; 21. The remed}.r .that he proposes for guarding ?,gainst the possible risk to the
B i ik borwacd by the i ‘30tl!n)?h;nu S a:d thay sub- revenue from surreptifious s.ales, is to rfapea} ‘the special law and that section of the
ek correspondBoenmce they had held with Mr. F:lxi)(;rton ;he Salt Agent general law which declares its non-applicability to Malabar and Canara.

ot the whole Presidency, on the subject. : :
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
2nd July 1868. ,

99. The effect would be to debar the owners of land in these Provinces, whose
absolute rights over their property have never yet been questioned, from using their
lands as they think best, and the Government would much regret to see such an
arrangement carrie® out, as it would probably shake confidence in the stability of
rights there to a very injurious extent.

93. The proper remedy is undoubtedly the enactment of the proposed excise
law, which will tax al/ the salt produced, and as the setting in of the monsoon will
have effectually put astop to all manufacture, the short delay that is likely to
intervene before that law is enacted can have no ill effects on the revenue.

94 The papers will accordingly be referred to the Legislative Department, a8
affording additional reasons for the excise measure. It will rest with Mr. Ballard,
by such new preventive arrangements as he may deem necessary, to see that such
salt as may be manufactured shall not be sold to any one but the officers of Govern- '

If he ean prove that sales in contravention of the required engagement take . !
he may procecd against the guilty parties.

(True Extract.) ‘
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

ment.
place,

To the Board of Reyenue.
,, the Legislative Department, :[
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