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Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th
January 1868:—

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Nellore, to the Secretary to
the Board of Reverue, dited Nellore, 29th Dacember 1867, No. 1,788.

1. With reference to paragraph 4 of Government Order, dated 28th Novem-
ber 1867, No. 2,826, Revenue Department, communicated in Board’s Proceedings,
dated 29th November 1867, No. 7,888, I have the honor to forward, herewith, copy
of o letter from the Superintending Engineer, whom I consulted as to the selection
of works suited for relief purposes in case of a season of scarcity. Colonel Winscom
states that the plans and estimates of these local roads are now nearly ready, and
that the Survapulli irrigation works, (an Imperial project lately taken in hand), will
also afford labor to a large number of persons.

9. If there should be necessity to undertake special Imperial relief works, I
would beg to recommend one which would have a most beneficial influence on the
interests of the district, and that is the extension of the East Coast Canal from
Dugarazpatam to Nellore, via Krishnapatam, with a view to its connection here-
after with the canal from Rajahmundry to Bezwara. Direct through canal com-
~munication from Rajahmundry to Madras, will do much to open up the traffic of
the intermediate districts, to which a railway is not likely to be extended for very
many years. If this be approved, the preparation of plans and estimates should be
undertaken at once.

3. There is also a very important line of road connecting Nellore with Cud-
dapah, via the Dornal Pass, the plans and estimates for the completion of which
are at present before Government. Up to this time a great part of this road has
never been made, and is only a bandy track.

——

From the Superintending Engineer, 9nd Division, to the Acting Collector of Nellore, dated Camp
at Ongole, 14th December 1867, No. 102.

1. TIn reply to your letter, No. 1,619, dated 3rd instant, as I presume your request is with
reference to the apprehended famine, I have seen noticed in the newspapers during the approach-
ing Lot season, I beg to inform you that surveys and ostimates are now all but ready for the road
from Nellore to Someswaram, from Gudur to Venkatagiri, and from Kavyali to Kaligiri. On all
of these lines, the laboring classes who need work may very usefully be employed in any pumbers
who are willing to take work.

9. The Survapulli irrigation project will, likewise, afford employ to a vast number of people,
should it be necessary-

1. Submitted for the information of Government.

9. The Board consider the selection of works made by the Acting Collector
and Superintending Engineer to be excellent ; but they would, of course, only afford
employment to those who could leave their houses for periods of some duration,
Tank repairs and cross-roads, in convenient localities, form, perhaps, the best mode
of finding work for those who cannot leave their villages during periods of famine,

3. Mr. Boswell is requested to report, at once, to what sum the rough esti-
mate for the Coast Canal amounts. He should also name any additional allotments
which he would propose to make for the other works proposed.
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lo. 359 ; & fom 'mmrmr, 22nd January 1868, No. 183,

:: i o | 1. The Government observe that

according to the Local Fund Budget
for 1868-69 a surplus sum of about
Rupees 80,000 is available for the

made to them in the letter from this

No. 2,110, paragraph 4, for the ac
cumnlated surpl
inwe bem oredated to general B P lls reeexpts

oo (True Extract)
AR R o (Signed) W, HUDLESTON
et s Secretary to Government,

‘REVENUE DEPARTMENT,
Fort St. GEokGE,
22nd January 1868.

No. 184.
No. 370.
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
SIr,
Local Funds, No. 11. 1. In paragraph 4 of the letter
Y from this Government to the Govern-
Sosi Woeka, ment of India, dated 17th November

1864, No. 2,110, it was shewn that there
was a net balance of Rupees 3,92,550 at credit of the “ Cochrane’s Canal’ passing
through the town of Madras and forming a section of the East Coast Canal commu-
nication ; and it was requested that this balance might be made over to this Govern-
moant fm employment on the improvement and extension of the communication,
for the same reasons and on the same principle that the much larger balance of
Rupees 6,67,705 had been made over to the Bengal Local Fund with the  Calcutta
Canal and Nuddea River Tolls.”

2. Iam now directed by His Excellency the Governor in Council to renew
this request, and to beg for an early reply.

3. The Canal extension will pass through a tract of country in which this
Government anticipate the early necessity of establishing relief works for the
destitute laboring classes, consequent on the serious failure of the north-east
monsoon, and the consequent destruction of crops and impending distress, and no
more suitable work can be devised for this purpose, nor one which is more
calculated to afford permanent benefit to the district and to facilitate the throwing
in of supplies.

4. The Government are very anxious to promote the execution of the work,
but the funds in hand from the surplus toll collections that have accumulated
since the transfer of the canal to Local Funds are inadequate for the purpose, and
must be in part applied to other purposes connected with the canal.

5. The transfer of funds which is solicited would enable the Government
at once to proceed with the construction of a considerable extension, for whlch
plans and estimates were prepared and approved some years ago.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

Exd. F. R, Bantleman.
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