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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rebend; Department, :
23rd June 1868.
No. 532.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st
June 1868, No. 4,030 :— -
Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated 1st April 1868, No. 272. :
1. Two cases of “ Breach of Stamp Laws” were lately prosecuted before the

Senior Assistant Magistrate. .
2. Under Section 52 of the Stamp Act, the Collector is required to prosecute,

but, of course, this could be done only by employing a prosecutor, to whom I gave
& Vakalut. '
3. Both cases were proved, a

Calendars herein enclosed.
4. The prosecutor, Vempati Appanarasiah, has conducted the cases well, and

I.beg, therefore, to request the Board’s sanction to Rupees 30 being disbursed to
him as fees.

nd the parties fined Rupees 70, as shewn by the

Excrosvre No. 1.
Agsteacr.—Calendar of ‘persons tried before Senior Assistant Magistrate of Vizagapatam.

ExcLosure No. 2. ;
Apstract,~—Extract from the Calendar of persons tried.

1. Tixe ‘;;xvé:si;ﬁ;vof Go’;ernine;lt wﬂl bo solicited for the disbursement of
Rupees 30 to one Vempati Appanarasiah, for having conducted the prosecution of
two cases of *“ Breach of Stamp Laws” before the Senior Assistant Magistrate,

Vizagapatam. :
2. The Collector will be requested to notify the Case No. 102 in his Gazeite,

omitting the names, as a warning to the public.

OrpER THEREON, 23rd June 1868, No. 1,760.
Separate Rovenue, No. 10. : 1. The Government sanction pay-
ment of the fee (Rupees 30) due tothe
Vakeel who prosecuted under the Collec-
tor’s orders, but they consider that the
cases themselves call for remark.
2. The note (a) to the general exemption at the end of Schedule A., Act X.
of 1862, provides that any document needing to be stamped under the Schedule
may be written on one or morve stamps, if the aggregate value satisfy the require-
ments of the law. The general rule at the end of Schedule B. provides for making
tamps by the use of blank  Petition” value stampt papers ;

No. 533.

Stamps.

up the value of Judicial S

attached. : : £ .
3. In Case No. 102, on the file of the Senior Assistant, Vizagapatam, five

persons are charged with executing on two papers of Rupees 8 value with two papers
of Rupees 4 value attached to deeds of sale which required each a stamp of Rs. 12
value, and on proof of the charge, were semtenced to pay a fine of Rupees 5 each in

four cases, and of Rupees 20 in the fifth case.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
23rd June 1868.

4. The Government assume that the requirement of the above quoted rule (a)
was not exactly met, and that the attached papers were blank so far that no part of
the deeds were written on them, but as the deeds were presented for registration, the
Government eannot doubt that the attached papers had, in the usual manner, been
rendered useless for other purposes by some endorsement on them, and that any
fraud 'on the revenue was thereby rendered impossible.

5. Under these circumstances, and bearing in mind the difficulty often experi-
enced in procuring papers of the requisite value, and that the expedient expressly
legalised by the general rule in Schedule B. is constantly practised, and may very
possibly have misled the parties, who were clearly not guilty of any attempt to
defraud the revenue, the Government resolve, in the exercise of the power vested in
them by Section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code, to remit the fines levied in this
case, and direct that they be refunded to the parties.

6. In the second case, No. 142, the 2nd prisoner, a widow, borrowed Rs, 550
in 1863 from the 1st prisoner, the head of the village, the bond being drawn on a
stamp of Rupee 1 value (*“ instead of Rupees 8,” as stated in the Calendar) which
was endorsed as having been bought by 2nd prisoner.

7. Referring to Articles 12 and 46, Schedule A., Aet X, of 1862, the Govern-
ment do not understand how a stamp of Rupees 8 value can have been required
in this transaction; but there seems no doubt that a stamp paper of insufficient
value was used, and there is every reason to suppose that the 1st prisoner must have
knowingly violated the law.

8. But the Government cannot believe that a Hindu widow, in the hands of a
village money-lender, who also held the influential position of head of the village,
is likely, of her own accord, to have attempted a fraud on the revenue.

9. It is far more probable that she was a mere tool in the hands of more
experienced persons, and acted in ignorance of the requirements of the law, and the
Government resolve, under the above cited authority, to remit the fine of Rupees 5
levied on her, and to direct that if collected it be refunded.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Governmendt.

Yo the Board of Revenue.
,, the Magistrate of Vizagapatam.
i the Accountant General.

the Judicial Depariment.

"

Fxd. F. R. Bantleman.
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