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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

19¢h June 1868.
Mw‘aw

No. 478. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th ;
June 1868.

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Madras, to the Acting Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 2nd June 1868, No. 180 :—
1. I have the honor to report the result of a short tour in the Ponneri talook.

9 On my way I passed the Red Hills tank, the Board are aware of the exten-
sive works going on there now. These works give ample employment to the labor-
ing population as well as to the carts and bullocks for some miles round.

3. On crossing the Cortillar, 1 found a good stream of fresh water passing over
the dam constructed where the high road crosses the river. I was told this had been
flowing for two or three days, denoting a good fall of rain somewhere in the interior.

4. 1 halted at Poodoovoil, and examined the country and villagesin the neigh-
bourhood as far as Periapolliem to the west. I was agreeably surprised to find the
country so well supplied with water after the accounts I had heard. The surface was
1o doubt much parched, but there were wells in every village, and ponds supplied
with water scattered about within half a mile to a mile of each other all over the
country. There is no stream passing down the Arnee or Narnavaram river, but
there are pools of water in the deeper parts at no great intervals. Good water is
every where procurable within ten or twelve feet, and often within six or eight feet

advantages, the paucity of wells for irriga-

of the surface; butwith all these natural

tion purposes, and the choked and dilapidated state of most of the spring ponds used

for that purpose, is very observable. _ :
5. The new Local Fund Road from Poodoovoil to Arnee is well advanced

it will be a very useful branch.
6. The road from Uttukottah to the trunk road is in progress uear Periapol-

both as to tunnels and carth-works :

liem, and will afford work to those requiring it along the line for some time to come.

70. The chief tank near Poodoovoil is that of Chinnambedu ; this tank has a
pund five miles long, and commands land paying Rupees 10,000 as revenue. It is
in good order, but the supplying channel taken from the river near Periapolliem
requires clearing. Another channel adjacent to this feeds the Arnee tank, and also

requires clearing.

8. There are a number of spring ponds.in the neighbourhood, most of which are

_choked, and some of which are under repair by Government. Irrigation from these

cottahs, and the extent of land irrigated is of course

ponds is carried on by means of pi
however, very valuable as adjuncts to tank irriga-

comparatively small. They ave,
tiou, as thoy are to a certain extent independent of scason. _
9. From Poodoovoil T went to Gummidipundi and the Panangadu backwater,

the limit of the distriet in that direction, There is work going on along tiie high-

road, which employs a certain number of men ; the short branch-road to Chinnamn-

bedn 18 finished as far as carth-work 1s concerned.

10. The principal work in the neighbourhood is, howeyer, the causeway and

bridge on the trunk road over the Panangadu backwater ; earth-work to the amount
the work is in the hands of a contractor, one Shanmuga

of 9,000 isin progress,
for lodging some hundreds of worikmen

Mudaliar, who is making arrangements
ing grain from which to pay the laborers. The masoary

in camps, and for importi
works are about to be commenced, and will also empioy a large nmmber of men.




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
19th June 1868.

N

and Naranavaram by means of a regular system of anicuts and channels. I propose
addressing the Board separately on the subject. : : :

91. I was met at Poodoovoil by the Sub-Magistrate of the Sattividu division,

and received an account from him of the

* 1, : : sk i .
1 Esbguurcorpra tato of s division. Mo stated hat in
2. Sunthavaloor. ' the four villages noted in the margin,*
. Toondoocooly. - » ~ the people needed employment, and I
t 1. Clearing a spring pond. accorflmgly authorized hnn to put the
2. %I:arm.g two ponds. marginally noted worksf 1n hand from
3. Enlarging a drinking well. the sum allotted for deepening ponds.

4. Sinking a well for drinking and irrigation :
purposes. The tanks need repair greatly, but from

‘ : the proximity of the hills a certain pro-
portion of the crops were able to be matured by means of spring channels, and the

jungles afford scanty grazing for the cattle.
99, T annex a list of works inspected, with remarks on their state of repair.

1. Submitted for the information of Goovernment.
9. The Board are glad to have had the Acting Collector’s personal observations
on the talook of Ponneri, which since the recent rains has been placed beyond all

present cause for apprehension.
3. The Collector should act on his remarks as to the yearly sum required for

irrigation repairs, and apply in regular form for the amount necessary.

No. 479. OrpER THEREON, 19th June 1868, No. 1,735.
3 Communicated to the Department
Miscellaneous. Public Works. X
(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Kecretary to Government.

To the Department Public Wmvh, ' N
,, the Board of Revenue. S ’ g

Fxd. S. T. Augustin,

2
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 List of Works inspected in Ponneri Talook.—( Ucmcluded)l

AYACUT. REVENUE.
‘Names of Works. Remarks.
Tten Assess- Asgess- |
t. ment. Extent.{ ment,

Kanies. | = Bs. | Kanies. BS.
233 | 1,154 191 958 | A pond here had been put down for clear-

ance, and would, no doubt, be useful for
jrrigation, but there is still plenty of water
in it, and there are numerous wells in the
village so I counter-ordered it.

1,324 | 8,684 696 | 4,796 | An Anicub across the Cortilliar has been
: sanctioned in substitution of the turf-bund
erected every year by the ryots. A new
head to the channel is in progress, and the
turf.-dam has been put up as usual, and
’ . holds up a considerable body of water

st which is now flowing down the channels
to the fields below. The anicut has not
been commenced, nor have any materials
been collected.
2,880 303 | 1,270 | Meduvoil has two tanks, both urgently need
) repair ; the big tank calingulah was carried
away Some years ago, and has never been
replaced, consequen all the water that
would otherwise be retained flows right
away at once; it requires sluices also.
.| 1,587 | 5,416 627 | 2,200 | Voyalur has three tanks, one partially re-

‘paired, two in ruins, and urgently needing

‘repairs., . }

(Signed) .G THORNHILL,

553
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