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Read the followmg letter from the Collector. of Counba.tore, to the Secretary to the.

4

Board of Revenue, dated Coxmbatore, 10th January 1868, No. 5 ':i:ﬁ" ’

11.? I have the honor to. report, for the inrormatron of the Board of Revenue
 {bat the scason in Coimbatore is & bad one, and that the crops, wet and dry, have”
consequently suffered. . In the early part of October there was a good fall of rain,
and things promised well ‘many lands were ploughed and sown, and others were
prepared for the seed-oram, but since about the 16th of that'month there has becn
Ixttle or o rain in many of the talooks, and the consequence is, that some lands
‘were left waste, whilst others have y1elded no crop, and many lands have not given
more than half ‘and one-quarter of their usual- produce. These remarks apply

-irrigation have’ also suffered, -and that the crops on: them have withered. - The .

Noyel river, which derives its supply ‘of water from the ‘Bolamputty hxlls dunnfr - - .

the SOuth-west monsoon, has been Worst off

9. The parts of the district thch have suffered most are the Coxmbatore
“and Pulladum Talooks, a portion of the Darapuram and Oodoomulpettah Talooks,
" tho wostern part of the Perindoray ' Talook the north-east part of the Pollachy Talook ~

- chiefly ‘to dry’lands, but I régret to-add that many Iands under tank and river -

L N ,ft'-’: 2136 January 1868.'-. 1 s 2 r

Read the f'ollowmrr Proceedmos of the Board of Revenue, d.rted 18th-;j Y ,

i

beyond the influence of the south- west monsoon, a portion~of the Collegal Talook, - “

and abont forty- vrllaves in the north-west part of the Suttrmun"alum Talook.

3 There is Teason to bel1eve that in none of the above parts of the dxs’mct
have the ryots got more than one-half of their dry crops. :

4; The talooks which have suffered most are Coimbatore and Pulladum, and
- of these two Pulla.dum is Worst off. - In 1t the ryots have lost most of their dry

crops.. T

5. Under. these clrcumstances, 1 consxder there are strong grounds for making -

consrderable remrssxon of the Government demand on dry and wet, lands. :

-

-

6. Of course on those dry lands' cultxvated by means of wells no Temissions ..

P are required. I however propose that on all dry lands left waste, seventy-ﬁve
per cent. of the assessment shall be. remxtted It may be. urged that the whole -

assessment should be remltted but it is to be remembered that on waste dry lands ™
- the expenses of ploughing and cost of secd have not been’ incurred, and that ‘the. |
ryots have also had the grazing of - them for their- “Caitle ‘and sheep “On’the dry
lands on Whlch the crops “have mthered -and whmh have ylelded not more “than -
. half and one-fourth of their usual crops,. I propose that a general remission of-
- “twenty-five per cent. shall be made. With the exceptlon of Coimbatore .and Pul-
~ ladum, this remission will not have to be made generally throughout all the talook,
" butin such. vlllages as have suffered most. It will be the duty of those making the
Settlement to ascertain the vlllawes ‘and groups of villages in which the greatest loss -
" of crop has taken place. " A general remission in such vrllaf'es is the only course -
that can be convemently followed To attempt through the subordmate agency
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B Proceedmrrs of the Madras Government Revenue I)epartment
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“.-in the talooLs to look into individual cases, ‘would be useless, and end in the rum'
-of many of the Government servants. " 7. L. o

R S

L

T On a rough . estxmatc tho r remrsslon on" dr) waste lands wxll amount to-
. Rupees 80 000 and on lands the crops on whxch havo wrthered (Shavy) to Rupees
160000 T -,:: 3

gt

: 8. On the wet lands 1t is estrmatecl “thiag the~ rvunssron on Waste and shavy .
lands wrll amount to not less than Rupees 70, 000. The total remission ‘on dry and .
“wet lands erl thus; aceording to ‘the present estimates, amount to Rupees 3,15,000, -
and 1 1equest the Board will be pleased to sanction the course of proceedmg above -
propo:ed in the “Settlement about to be commenced, and issuc mstructmns at an
_early date. *The district has steadily. improved within, the last. few years In the
past official, year the largest revenue on record was collected althou(rh in 1865- 66
- Rupees «,ol 000 were under. the sanction of Government Lnocl.cd off the’ perma-
L “nent revenue. All thls is mdlcatrcn of prosperxty, and it requires. but the fostering -
L care of a gencrous Government to insure- Ats. contxuuunce. I trust, thcrefore, that
ff - the Board will not hesitate to sanction remissions on the pnncrples advocated above. .
} - Whatever. their amount may be, Government is sure to benefit in the ratio of-its
;.-‘rj i Justlcc and liberality. I have never yet seen Government suffer from bemghberal
" - tothe ryots, but I have frequently seen - the ryots suﬁ'er from the 1lhberalxty of o
Government o , o
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9.” From the above, rt will probably bc concluded that the condition of the
people is very bad. -Bad it Ccertainly is, ‘but not nearly so bad as at first sight it~
D appcars. " In the first place it should be remembered that many of the ryots have,
i in addition to their bond fide dry lands, other dry lands irrigated by ‘means of- {
| wells,and that most, if not all, of theso lands have yielded one and two crops of ‘
P produce suﬂicxent to. keep their owners from great distiess; still- it. must not be | o8

. _'forgottcn that a year like the present trenches greatly on their. means, and forces 5
" many-of them to incur debts, which it' may * take: them years to get over,-

Coimbatore - is: now. connected by . rail wrth the sca-bord’ in the east and’ -west,
;,.,\;and is' but a foew hours from Tanjore, ‘which | already is sendmo’ grmn into’
,{‘:‘ thc country -~ It 1s thus apparent that as long as the people have money, they :
-~ may suffer dlstress, but that famine will be- kept from - ‘their doors. I confess
" Idomnot anticipate any thlng like famine, -~ Distress therc may probably be in parts,
5 but therc will - be no dlﬁiculty - meetmn‘ it should 1t rise. With two rail- roads
«wrunning east and west and north and south throu"h a great part of the district, and
o _mth the nieans of: mformatxon avarlable, we can ant1cxpate any expected dxstress
Sl and set works on foot for the l)eneﬁt of the people
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- 10. ; F or the rehef of the’ poor in Pulladum and Suttxmunvalum Talooks, I
RS recommend that I be’ allowed at once to get on foot two WOI’LS.A The works _proposed |
5 ‘!wﬂl be re-productxve, and I request that they may be carried” out solely under the ; ;
t;‘[l;::jl_,Rcvenue Authormes :The work in Pulladum is the’ clearmg out of the srlt in theq, c

“ﬂ.l <+ Neelamboor tank “The, Tahsrldar, with whom 1 discussed the subject the otherr
day, is of opinion thut if Rupees 5, 000 are placed at hrs drsposal he wxll be able t01
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l\\ :37?‘ e . l dt tore a ﬁnc tanL whrclx B

. gnc employment toa larrre body of poor peop e, and to res N

N I s -A - has become comparatwely useless. The

Ul L : T -1 T

[N ':«." D FO,. Fus]y 1272 v e 22 LT ayacut of  the tank is. Rupees 1,640.

T “Do. . 1273 o .. 526711 0 Forthe last five years® it hasnot yrelded
: s.i';‘ II))O' 11‘;-;% ..;r- e e ggg 3 8}‘ more than Rupees 537-0-10 per annum,
ST el 2216 e 533 190 and it is contefnplated that by the
“ . ,»- o :2 €85 4 -4 ”expendxture of the above- named sum,
: : it will at once vield Rupees 1 ,640 per
annum, in addxtron to - restormg the
. sprme‘s of all the Wells in the adjacent country. R ~
Co SRR § 3 The work in Suttimungalum Talook is the repalr of the Kamampolhem
e B ‘anxcut channel, for this work Rs. 3,000 will be required. I would refer the Board
- 7 to my letter, dated 20th March 1866, No. 76, for an account of. the state of this
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- .thcse works are sanctioned, the poot=shall be e.mploycd on them, and accounts of
“tobe undertaken, I shall recommend the construction of the road .from Tirpoor

: 7 rums rrght throuvh the country . wlnch has suffered most from want of rain, and is
IR much required. It passes ‘through parts of Pulladum, _Darapuram, and Oodoomul--
«' o petta.h Talooks, 50 that ‘works on 1t could bc convemently manaved by the Tahsd

dars of the respective talooks. -

7 the sub -division, and the remissions he proposes, is forwarded for the information

~ “work. The repair of the anicut is also emeraently required, but this should be .. |
':undertakcn by the. Department of Public Works, - and, if possd)le, at once. If -

the work done shall be duly , submitted. In the event of any further works requiring -

- ‘Raxlway Station through Pulladum and Pare'rputty to Oodoomulpettah _This road

12, Copy.of a letter from Mr. McQuhae, Sub-Collcctor, on the condrtron of

-,

T: ﬂ “_ " of the-Board, and I shall be_ glad if the large remissions proposed by him arc -

,' f . ¥ authorized in any very specml cases ; “for instance, in villages in which there are
T e lands irrigated from channels or Wells, and in which it is clearly established to

“é: SRS the ‘satisfaction of the’ European setthno‘ Oﬂicer that ‘the’ crops have yrelded a

’f . mmuln; - gfm):;l?: li:.ve Wrxtten earlier to the Board, but defcrred doing so until. I h

f: “ felt satisfied that I could place before them a fau‘ly correct estu:nate of the condr-‘ -

? .tlonofthedlstrrctand people. Y ,i’:-‘ ‘

: f‘r E 1\0 321 I‘rom the qub Collector of Connbatorc to the Collector of FOxmbatore, da.tcd Conmba:.
SR B . © tore; 7th January 1868, No. 3, L R
/c’?‘ .- In rcply to- your letter of the . 11th December 1867, . No. 488 I havg: tbe honor to state my

l :2,« A opnnon that remission on Punjah land mll be necessary in most pdrts cf the Darapuram Talook, .

E’:’J 2 .and perhaps in some villages of Caroor and Oodoomulpettah also. The. Takisildar of Caroor reports

' srders remission unnecessary. -The

- : geason has been very unfavorable, and those villages where there is no Nunjah, and few wells must-
SN have suffered severely. .1 would, therefore, recommend that the settling Officer be permitted to

Yoo
!

7. - determine in what vi
; / T 40, 000 wrll be suﬂicrent for the sub dmsxon The rermssron where gmnted should I think, be at

that in some places a full Punjah crop has been obtained, and in others a half crop, and he ¢on- -
Tahsxldar of Oodoomulpettah maLes a'similar report. In Dara-- ‘

e puram jhe season appears to have been more unfavorable, and the Tahsxldar recommends a remission
of three-fourths of the assessment on Punjah waste and ten per cent ‘on cultivated Punjah The . =

1la~es remission is necessary in all three talooks, and I think that Rupees -
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L The Board would also fix this latter remission’ nt
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least £ifty. per",ccnt on waste and thlrty per cent. on cultwatcd Pun_)ab Ido not’ tth tlu

ta
lower Tate [ rcmxssmn will give any real relief to thc ryots e - S
&L Submxfted for the mformatlon of Government . f R .

i

2. The Board - authonze the Collector to- apply the rcnnnxon rulos to the
dry lands of “the district in any v1lla"res in which this :courso may appear to be
neceSsary, i. e., the full assessment will be remitted on all dry lands left Waste, and
Y per-centarre remission on gll lands, the crops of which have not come to maturxty g
fifty per. cent, of the asscssment,
though should the, Collcctor think - fit hercafter to- recommend the remission of g
| still 1 large proportlon, the Board will bo prepared to do so. This rémission should
Jbe granted on the sime principles as thoso on ‘which: the remissions for withered
,crops on wet lands are now allowed, (Sec Standmrr Order No. 137, parafrraph 6,) |
and w1thout any attempt to estxmate individual IOSses. R
- .The Board also resolve to request the Government to make a specml grant |
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; of Rupees 20,000 for - tho _purpose of -carrying ¢ut the three works referred - to by | )
;"Mr. Grant, in the manner proposcd. - Itis very desirable that the road from 'T'irpoor ' !

(

-

i_//f to' Oodoomulpettah should be commenced and thero are at present no funds |

:zvax]able from the Road Fund. =~ @ . : -

4. With advertence to the G. O., under date 23rd Apm] 1866 No. 1
N Pubhc Works Department the Board presume that the proposed clearmm out of the
I\anlampolhem channel meets with the Supermtendmﬂ‘ L‘ngmeer ] approval
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: ; No._322. Ornmz TIIEPEO\ R1st January 1868, No. 161 )
: ;- L .
B Miscellineous, 1. Before sanctlonmg any expen-
e i R ~diture on the Nilamboor tank or the
. - - ]
, % ~ hanmmpohcm channel, the Govemment%
; “desire to reccn’e the remarks of Colonel “ alker, the Supexmtendmn- Ln«rmeer ony
{ the Collector’s proposals. - ! . }
i. 2. They authorize the Collector to set in hand at once the road from Tlrpoor |
; : Rallway Station to Oodoomulpetta as a specml relch work and sanction” a prescnt i
. 5 _grant, of Rupees 10, 000 for the work. : S U
| £ A . (True Extmct) T S
% ; \: ST ‘ (Sxfrned) W HUDLESTO\I 1
' % [ o ‘ ‘.f; 2 i : - g co Secretur/ lo* Governmcnt.
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