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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Deparitment,
6th June 1868.

Read the following papers :—

No. 138. Proceedings of the Board of-Revenue, dated 20th February 18683,
No. 1,235.

 Read the following letter from the Supermtendmfr Engineer, 4th Drvmon to the

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Vellore, 17th February
1868, No. 5,238.

1. In parafrraph 8 of their Proceedings, dated 14th December 1867, the Board -

named certain roads which they deemed it adv1sable should be opened up in view
of the threatening distress, and in addition to those roads, they adverted to ¢ many
others which are the avenues by which grain will enter the district.”

2. One of the Members of the Board (Mr. Sim) was good enough to hand me
a pencil Memorandum, in which was included the road from Arnee to Wandiwash,
and which, looking upon it, (in connection also with paragraph 2 of your Memoran-
dum, No. 1,298, dated 19th December 1867,) as one of the * many other” roads

.above alluded to, I ordered for execution in a Memorandum, dated 20th December,

(the same date that I received the Board’s Proceedings from Government ,) forward-
ing on the same date a copy of that Memorandum to the Collector ‘of North Arcot
for information. The Collector then must have been aware of the selection of this

line on the 22nd December, and as no exception was taken to it by him, the work
on it steadily progressed. Fully six weeks after the receipt of my Memorandum,'

Mr. J. D. Robinson penned the enclosed letters, Nos. 69 and 70, desiring to know
from the Assistant Engineer ‘ on what authority the road from Wandiwash to
¢ Arnee had been undertaken,” and adding * I know nothing whatever of any such

“ project.”” In his letter, No. 7, reiterating expr essions similar to the above he
. adds, “T have made no allotment for the project in question, simply because it has

“ to me no existence ;” and, judging rightly that the line is to pass by the Cheyar
anicut, he concludes with a sneering remark that ‘ money can be more usefully
‘“ spent than in making the anicut a pleasant morning drive from the present head-
“ quarters of the Range.” I enclose a copy of my letter in reply to Mr. Robinson,
wherein the Board will observe that I have shewn good reasons why the road should

- be taken over the Cheyar anicut, with which reasons I trust they will be satisfied.

3. Mr. Assistant Engineer Bevan has complained all along of the great diffi-

| culty he has experienced in obtaining allotments of funds from the Collector,

although paragraph 6 of the Assistant Engineer’s letter, No. 620, (enclosed,) shews
that the Collector appeared to be in earnest as regards their execution, inasmuch as
he directed the transfer of 1,800 tank diggers, who were employed on the large

works in the west of the range, to the famine roads
4, I will only observe, in conclusion, that I have for some time noticed the

unpleasant and domineering style in which Mr. Robinson is pleased to address some
of my Range Officers—a style which I consider very unbecoming on the part of an
Officer, dressed, under exceptional circumstances, in a little brief authouty, over

the subordinates of another department.

From the Collector of North Arcot, to the Assistant Engineer, Polur Range, dated on Circuit at
Banavaram, 6th February 1868, No. 69.

.. 1. With reference to your letter, No. 595, dated 1st instant, to the address of the Superin- -
tending Engineer, original forwarded to me with his .endorsement No. 4,992, dated 8rd idem, I
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
' o Gth June 1868,
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1’/'0cce(lings of the MNudras

6th June 1868
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‘Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Revenye Department,
6th June 1863, '
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