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o © 5th June 1868.
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No. 132, Read the following letter. from the Acting Chief Secretary to the Govern-
 ment of Bombay, Revenue Department, to the Chief Secretary to the
Government of Madras, dated Bombay Castle, 22nd May 1868, No. 1,982 :—

In forwarding the accompanying proceedmos endmcr with the Resolution of

o his Government of this day’s datc, No. 1,981, I am directed to draw the attention of

) T the Government of Madras to the remarks made in paragraphs 36 to 54 of the -

.- - report from Mr. P. M. Daulzell, No. 16, dated Sth January last, relative to the natural
: o.lt deposits in the Seerrrunda creek in the Province of Sind.

1
o »

No. 133. ORDER THEREON, 5th June 1868, No. 1,574.

Soparate Revenns, No. 2. . 1. Commumcated to the Board of
| - ) Revenue, who will draw the attention
L Salt. of the Collectors of Canara and Malabar-
SR . to the testimony borne to the very excel-
131t quality of the Sind (Seergunda) salt, and to the facilities for its supply if re ]mred
on the coast.
2. Ttis believed that the experiment of importing Smd salt into Canara was

R ; d : tried some elghteen years ago, but that the article did not meet with ready acceptance
e 'ﬁ}'_\’ C _ " (True Extract.) ‘
4 | ' ' (Signed) W.HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

'lfa the Board of Revenue.

Pxd. 8. T. Avgustin,  *
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Memorandum on the Salt Department of the Northern Division

of the Presidency. ‘

The proposals for a change in_ the Salt Depaxtment of thé Northern Divi-
sion ofthe Presidency dlvested of all sort of pen, ink, and paper habiliments are—

To closeall the sea-side works between the Runn and Bassein, and perhaps
even there. A

To trust to the five great works at the Runn to supply a better salt than
the sea-side works produce, which can be done without any difficulty in the way
of change in the constitution and working of the Runn establishments.

By using the proposed railway from Ahmedabad to Veerumgaum and
Patree, which approaches the Runn, to carry salt to an openair store at Ahmed-
abad ; and by.using the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway to supply
from Ahmedabad salt dgpots along its line, whichywould with every possible
advantage take the place of the sea-side works. The consumer thereby being
provided with a better article at cheaper rates. -

Cost of carriage by rail to be defrayed by an advance on the selling price of
salt, which nevertherless would reach the consumer at a less price than 'hLe pays
now, because the cost of carriage by rail would be less than the cost of carriage
methods used now.

Advantage gained—a very superior article, supplied Chveaper and with
greater satisfaction to every body concerned. The Government saving the cost
of twenty odd large sed-side salt" works, where it is cheated enormously, and
gaining in many other ways. = The sait carrier* more expeditiously and falrI)
dealt with,l and his joﬁrneying curtailed and facilitated. The consumer supp]ied

at cheaper rates with a better article, which would also be obtainable by persons o
now residing at a distance from the Runn works, which precludes their getting

Runn salt.
Result attained thhout preposterous bouleversement of thmn‘s as they are.

N.B.—An addition to cost price canalways be made by the Bombay Govern-
ment without reference any where else: as cost of production including all
charges to the purchaser is distinct from the excise of Rs. 1:4-0 charged on a
Bengal maund of salt. . .

A three years’ charge of the Salt Department N01 thern Division, convinced
the undersigned, that he would not have to complain ofill-usage, if the Govern-
ment were to insist on his sending in his papers, and paying them the next
highest figure of lakhs of rupees per annum to that which has ever been credited
to the treasury on account of the Salt Revenue of the Northern Division on con-
dition that he be allowed to conduct the salt making and selling as he liked.

The excise being left as it is, and a fair figure fixed for cost of production,

- | G. W. ELLIOT.

* Usuallv Brinjarees who carry it on pack bullocks. They would not have to go westward of the’
B. B. and C. L. Railway, except those who supplied Kattiawar, who would get their salt as usual from
the works at the Runn, and this would be the case with some carriers who go in a direction north of
the Runn works, v
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Memorandum on the Salt -'Dcpartment nf the Northern Dusssi the Run‘n,‘ \_vhi‘ch f)vas a sheet of v.vatef extending over hnndreds of square miles.
: of the Presidenc, tern Lhwvision S B T(T obviate this dl.ﬁiculty of melting, is simply to store the salt on dry land. DBy
q- | : this I mean, that it should be heaped off the Runn. Even a shed to cover the
1. Salt made at the R'unn, where there are five Government works, is cef- ﬁ _ heaps is not wanted. It is not necessary to select the sites of the heaps carefully.
tainly the best produced in India. Its quality is equal ! - Short of putting them in depressions which would be ponds in the rains, all that
' : . there is to do, is to heap the salt on the ground, wash it over with water, and.
V leave it alone. Salt stored in this way at the sea-side works, which are many of ‘
" them under the influence of a heavy rainfall, loses within 7 per cent. per annum
: by wastage. This figure is about the annual average of wastage by melting at
: / the sea-side works of the Northern Division of the Presidency. So that the
altitude I point to is this : Annual waste by melting elsewhere 7 per cent. and .
all because the salt at the Runn is stored there. [ notice it to show the feasi-

Why salt made at the

R . M .

thl;nl:'e]l'; bilet:: :1111:[:71 :‘?ey but O prime, and much better than average Cheshire salt.
8 an : 3 .

where else. 7 This is owing not merely to the Runn having been

recently a sca bottom, the strata is impregnated with
and there in lumps, and the manufacture at the Runn

is tl
1oroughly understood, and conducted at an advantage consequent on the
enormous heat of the place.

salt, which is founci here

B T e it

2. Runn salt is superior for every conceivable purpose to the miserable { o bility of closing the sea-side works, and trusting to the capacity of the Runn
stuff which is made at sea.side works. . The crystals’ ‘ works, as they are, to supply the call on them which would be occasioned by the
' change. I wish to convey that the one thing to do at the Runn would be to store
deacy. _ portion better, and is preferred by dealers, as being the salt away from it, and that tpe saving from waste would be equal to all the
much more merchandisable at large distances from the } , salt made at the sea-side works. That therefore there is no objection to doing
work.s; anc.i as the cost of production and selling rates of the two articles is ! away with them on account of a lack of supply.” -
precisely similar, the Runn salt has immensely the advantage. o | 6. Taking for granted, then, that the Runn is capable of meeting the de.
| mand I would put on it, I go on to that part of my

Why and how much it i :
superior to the sea.side sali 3¢ Perfect cubes, it carries, and keeps, out of all pro-
made elsewhere in this Presi-

3. At all the works i ivi | . .
s in the Northern Division i ‘ | ~ Carriage of salt by railway
salt costs at t/ _ of the Bombay Presidency, ',» from the Runn to an open sir  proposal which rests on carriage of salt by railway.
Selling price of slt the which R al e war/{s Rs. 1-6-0 per Bengal maund, of . store at Abmedabad. I would use the proposed line of rail from Ahmedabad
;;:1:1:2 ;?rt(;lugg ol e : ) s-.4 1s. credited to excise, and 2 annas to cost ’ i , to Veerumgaum and Patree to carry salt to Ahmedabad, where it would be
of the Presidency. of production, inclusive of every thing, rent, cost of : stored in one large heap or in heaps of convenient size. \

labour, &c. ‘ P
! 7. To do this, the silt must be taken from the pans to the railway, in small

4. The L o= o S : 1
Diz;advanta e I.thml;;dQ :::ltt::rlc\z::::;ee; tlll:rri:ngis:::ce?a;‘::;n e(?ctl; | ‘ ’ " N “trucks like thos.e employed in chalk Pits in Englarld. .
aoisadvantages connected with ) ithi i e i . L hsilgowtht: dgo S&e;ﬁggg‘)tjmbg The trucks to be drawn by bullocks, and by using
¢ sea-side works other, within a length of say over 200 miles, with ex- : A dabads to Veeramgaum Adam’s No. 1 flange rails, which are often employed
ed as is essentially necessfre;i::;:t?::;::ercl;sr:ti::c:’u:v}zfcl; czmn'of. be “ta:c:,_ ' : zﬁdtﬁg I’{“:f,‘ﬁs of porvt"ble rails by railway contractors : 2 Permanent way. would.rllot
No one, no dozen, no hundred European Ofﬁcex.'}; :ould i itn e;cxse; ts.) Sne o;' | ' ‘ be‘rfecessary. The Runn is a mud flat. without stick
every sort is rife at the salt work 41 o ecu.a m, e _ , or stone on it. The ﬂzfnge rails of say two feet gange could be moved about as
%a0d I never heard of an instance in which ‘ required half a dozen times a day, and the trucks would always be at the pan

anything like a deterrent detection had occurred.

5.

~ side. The distance from the farthest pan to the nearest point of railway would
be under twenty-five miles, and the'salt once there would be shot into goods .
trucks from the small ones in which it was brought, and then borne by rail to be
stored at Ahmedabad. "It is only necessary to add about this part of the
scheme, that although one of the five works at the Runn is five and twenty miles
from the line of railway, the other four works are all within twelve mileg and
the three largest of them are within ten miles. The conveyance of the Salt off
the Runn to the railway would be done at a very small cost. The small flange
rails, and the bullocks to draw them would be all that would haveto be paid for,
and that, and all extra outlay onsalt to store it in Ahmedabad would be met by
a very small. addition to the present selling price. On that head I shall have

* t o write presently.

I propose to abolish all the works in the Northern Division except
The Rann works capable of th‘osia at the Runn. The five works there, which are
Zl;pplymg salt enough for the Within a stretch of Runn shore of five and twenty
mand if the sea-side works il
::t?ndclli)sed (tlhey coula i TMiles, could make a larger outturn of saltthan would be
ed supply tt - - ; . 1
this sotto voc‘e’).y ie world,  required of them, by the shutting up of the sea-side
: . works. This, with proper looking after, even under
res - . '
p e}rlxt Circumstances. But the task would be very light if the salt were stored |
an N . : ’
thyw ere else than where the heaps are now placed, that is on the Runn, on ‘
e r 3 . . . .
the ground, without any kind of precaution against melting, which consequently
I 'tl;rs y?arly to an average extent of over 70 per cent. on the whole stock.
n the rains the heaps are often standing in four feet water. I remember when

th ¢ in si | -
ey we;e for some days in six feet water, looking like so many little islands in ' | h
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8. The facility afforded by the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Rail-
_.;5:112 depéts along the line of way would m
Tai bett i 0 l
o;vx}:s.e ef thana plurality  depits fox: salt from the great store at Ahmedabad
. ‘, at convenient points along the line of rail extremely
simple, and these depéts would take the place of the sea-side salt works with
immense advantage, and as I beljeve with no disadvantage whatever.

9. B . . - ) -
There would be the ady intage of getting rid of some five and twenty
Advantage of gettine ri t Ors . i 5, 1 i
. so::;dtcxevgszettma rid of Salt works, :md. their costly establishments, impossible
. to watch effectively, and in every way cumbersome to
WOrk, ¢
.rl Io confine the manufictyre to_the Runn would be to produce a better
article, which is mucl i : i
. , | more.convement to transport to the large distances at
Advantage of usingthe Runn ~ Which the salt of the Northern Division is used, that

works exclusively in its bearing . <
°a the question of carringe o 1S €VeN to the neighbourhood of Nagpore, and the

“ait, on which hinges price, area over which Rung salt is used T\'Ollm be ex-
ten.ded. The question of carriage is of paramount importance: for the cost
~price at the works is an inconsi‘lerable[ item in the sl buyinr:- expense of
4 consumer, at a distance from the works.  Salt sold in Ahm(,‘l.;:lba;l costs at
least a fupee per Bengal maund more than it does at )0 Runn, and the price
of carriage to distances over 300 miles is out of 4} proportion ,to the original
cost of the atticles. [ know of instances in which Runn salt has fetched ten
rupees per Bengal maund, the odd Rs, £-10 beyond the cost pri resenting
price of carriage. , _ price rep °

10. Then, although the carriage per rail to the store at Ahmedabad and

the depits would se hav i i

Cost of carrinze by rail ns e P . of course have to be Imld or
proposed, ‘01 be borne by the SXPeNSe would not fall op the Government, nor would
consumer, who wounld actually e 1 ¢
o Il“s Calt e actually 1t. enhance the cost of salt, paid bv the consumer at a
than he does now without it.. distance. It would materially diminish what ke had
. to pay ; for the rail woulq carry the salt to the stores
a}m depots cheaper than it is noy carried by Brinjarces, and on that account
they w e ’

¢y would be glad enough ‘to pay at Ahmedabad ang a¢ the-depots, a little
l s td
nore than they do now at the works 3 for they woulg be saved an expensive

Journey to and from the sajt works, and so they would be able to scll at dis-

tances from the works at cheaper rates than they charge now, and yet do so at-

a P"Oﬁt,. and they "would not be kept hanging about the salt. works as they arc
now waiting for salt to ripen ; and by a judicious management of the stores
they could always be supplied with old salt, which is what they want, andthat
they don’t getit at present is 3 source cf constant corﬁplaint ‘of dealers at the

1. 7 ‘ocati i '
The changes I am ady ocating could also be inaugurated with a total
| Exlortation t0 et sid of reformation of the preventive dispositions, wheh I
the present preventive gystem lay / i !
- - ‘ é "
which b n soprerentive sy ¢ over and over again proved are good for nothing,
. and a sheer waste of money.  As it is, upwards of half
a lak 1 i
1 of rupees is absolutely thrown away on that solemn sham. I apologise

for the expression, but I know of no other to characterize it properly. I da
4

ake the establishment and feeding of °

(O

not wish to be understood on this point that the proposal ‘I make in itself
would require new preventive measures against smuggling. I mean that if any
change were made, the first thing to do would be to do away with the so-called
preventive posts, which cost much and do nothing.

12.  The positions I am contending for require support by figures, and if T
am allowed access to the records of the Salt Department at Surat, I will prove
that the cost of my proposals will fall very much within the present expenditure ;
and in making such a report on this subject as it deserves, for the Salt Revenue

‘of the Northern Division nearly touched 13 lakhs of rupees for the year 1863-64,

I should attempt a systematization and method of proof by figures which is not
attempted in this meagre Memorandum. ‘

13. In conclusion I must say for my scheme, that it is fortified by the

| moral advantage which it 'secures to Government. It

Moral advantages. would provide the consumer with cheaper and better

salt than he gets now when he lives at a distance from the works, and I must

add on this head, that although it might not be desirable economically or other-

wise to make a salt depét at every railway station, my plan would obviously

‘admit of arrangement which would use railways conveniently in all that concerns

salt, and I am sure it admits of an expansion which would affect the whole salt

trade of India. :
These proposals have reference only to the Northern Division of the Pre.
sidency, the Salt Department of the Southern Division is affected by different
circumstances ; and requires distinct treatment. ‘
- G. W. ELLIOT.
Kaira, 21st January 1868, ' '

No 483 oF 1865. \
Revenvus DeparTMENT.

To E. W. REVENSCROFT, Esquire,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government.
Bombay, Ofice of Commissioner of Customs,

19¢h February 1868.

Sir, ’ ’
I have the honour to forward the two reports as per margin from Mr,
Dalzell, suggesting a very important change in the

No. 400 dated 19th July arrangements for the supply of salt to the districts in
1867 No. 16 dated 5th Janua- ‘ ’ < e . .« s
the Northern Division, and which consist in a proposal

ry 18G8. .
T " to abolish or rather suppress all the salt works north of
Bassein, and to provide for the supply of the districts
IB)E["S’;;"’ fx’éﬁi’fﬁ in question, by the esiablishment ‘of depéts on the
Surat. Ahmedabad. line of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway
Broaeh- at the stations enumerated in the margin,
2 sALT ' 5



2. The works in the Northern Division are all the property of Govern-
m'ent, and therefore their suppression, if determined on, could be effected
without difficulty, but _the measure would involve such a radical change in the
system of supplying salt to the people of the Northern Division of tl?is Presi-
dency, that although I consider it my duty to place these letters before Govern-
ment, I cannot recommend the adoption of the proposal ; for such a general and
great change could, it seems to me,, be alone effected by Government becoming
t.he.wholesale dealer in salt at the Railway stations, under a system probabl;
similar to that in force in the Madras Presidency. ‘

3. Ifthe change can be effected gradually by the inducement, which, it
would appear from the Statement marked A attached to Mr., Dalzcll’s, letter No.
40(? dated 19th July 1867, railway communications hold out to traders for the
deh.very of saltata cheap rate at the several points indicated, it is. much to be
fles1red that it should be brought about, and when this has ,been AccompliShed
m.tl.le natural course of business, Government might, with advantage, I am of
opinion, suppress all the works between Cambay and Bassein.

‘%. The saving to Government would, I consider, be fuily what Mr. Dalzell
puts it down at; for it is clear that the cost of the present establishments at th'e
salt. works would, in the event of their suppression, be a saving to Government
whilst I am inclined to believe, that the amount lost to Govern?nent by salt beinat
passed from the works without payment of duty, from theft, and the connivanc:
of the badly paid salt establishments, has not been much over.estimated by him.

=4

5. I however doubt whether, if the supply' of salt at ti1e several depdts
narl?ecl by Mr. Dalzell were left entirely to mercantile enterprize, .it could be
delivered to the public at the prices mentioned by him, as he has altogether left
out. of consideration the cost of carriage from the salt works to the railway
sta(tilons, and of the labour of both loading and unloading the salt on the trucks,
Ztt;e Eﬁir;?rllu(e)rof the'bngs ?r sacks in which.it would have to be packed, as also

g oss 1n weight that would be incurred on transmission. An
allowance also must be made to cover the profits which must be made by the
de:flers or agents through whose hands the salt would have to pass at each stage
of its progress from the works to the depdts, before the net cost can be arriv:d
at, so that.l c‘onsider the prices at which salt brought by rail could be sold at the
several points has been under-estimated by Mr. Dalzell, while on the other hand,

from the inquiri : : i
' q 11es.I have myself made regarding the price of salt under the
present system, this has been over-estimated by him.

y 16. Under no circumstances however would I recommend the suppression
cf the works on the Runn, as there is no salt, the produce of British te%ritofy
except pe‘rhaps the Seergunda salt of Sind, which is calculated to stand carr’a"t,:
to long distances so well, owing to the size and firmness of the cr 'st,'ﬂs" ?n
proof of which, I herewith beg leave to send samples of them obtain)ed‘o.n ’my
recent visit to the works,

6

\
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7. As regards the substitution of the Seergunda salt from Sind, the same
objections occur to me me as those above stated in regard to the adoption of the
depéts at the railway stations; for unless Government undertakes the importa.
tion of it, I do not perceive how it is to be introduced. If mercantile enter-
prize will do it, every encouragement should be given for the purpose, forit is no

doubt a very superior article. -
8. Extracts from Mr. Dalzell’s letters relative to this salt, should, I

‘would suggest, be sent to the Madras Government, who might think it desirable

to invite tenders for the supply of it at their depdts instead of the marine salt
of our works in the vicinity of Bombay. =

9. I have omitted such portions of Mr. Dalzell’s letters. as appeared to me
tobe not pertinent to the question discussed, and which unnecessarily add to

their length. |
1 have the honour to be,
" Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
A. D. ROBERTSON,

Commissioner of Customs.

No 400 or 1867.

From P. M. DALZELL, Esq,
Deputy Commissioner of Customs, N. D.
To A. F. BELLASIS Esq.,

Commissioner of Customs.

Surat, Office of Deputy Commissioner of Cusloms,
19th July 1867.

SIR, )

The feasibility of closing the whole of the salt wo
including Oomurgaum and Tarrapoor in the Southern Division, which are main-
tained at a large and it seems to me, needless expense to Government, and sup-
plying the demand for salt by the Bombay, Baroda, and 'Central India Railway, -
which between Bombay and Bassein passes through the very heart of the salt works,
capable of producing any quantity of salt, has lately engaged my attention.

rks in this Division

2. The saving of cost in establishments, &c. and from other sources here-
after to be noticed, would be secondary compared with the gain to Government in
railway receipts, which estimated on an average of the sales of salt in this Di-
vision in the last 5 years, would amount to.Rs. 4,66,141 per annum. (See
Statement A annexed). Supposing Guzerat to be exclusively supplied with salt

from Bombay, and assuming that the railway does no more now than meet its’
- | 7



3. ’Th\e\: Great Indian Peninsula Railway North Eastern Branch now ex-
f)orts large quantities of salt from Bombay and Callian into Khandeish, Whi;h
t;a;hbeiu.n to t'el'l unf'avc\xrab{y on the salt sales throughout this Division, which

andeish have fallen off in the Past, as compared with the two years previ-
ous, to the extent of maunds 49,898, and to Malwa 71,533 maunds in the past
as compared with the year previous, caused doubtless by the large railway

exports into Khandeish, which formerly consumed only the salt produced in this
Division, _

' From the returns furnished me by the

salt trade by railway was uni i iti
o oo by railway important and  railway authoritics these exports have been

Previously to the 1st January 1865 the

as follows : —

From 1Ist January 1865 to 30th April 1865 Maunds 1,64,508
From 1st May 1865 to 30th April 1566 v 5,62,499
From Ist May 1866 to 30th April 1867 3,95,177

e G,

Total ....Maunds 11,22,184

Ay "W —

The rate charged for conveyance hy the Great Indian Peninsula Railway’

Is 10 pies per ton per mile or 3 annas a maund per 100 miles, hence a maund
of salt can be laid down at Kundawa, a distance of 353 miles ,from Bombay, for
104 annas, whilst its conveyance from the coast by pack bullocks would not pro-
bably be less, including the transit duties leived by the Native States intervening
between Khandeish and the Coast varying per 100 bullock loads of 2} 'maund:
e.ach, from Rs..18-12 to Rs. 100, according to the route taken-—than four or five
times that amount, - '

: d\. 6.R tflte conveyance of a maund of salt by the Bombay, Baroda, and Central

ndia Ratlway from Bombay to Ahmedabad, a distance of 306 miles would, at
t1.1e same rate charged by the Great Indjan Peninsula Railway, be 9 annasand 2
pies and by pack bullocks from the Runn the nearest source of supply to Ahmeda-
bad, about 4 annas more, that is 13 anpas,

7. The Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway has now been open for .

trafti ‘s
raiic nearly five years, and up to this time scarcely any salt has been conveyed

by it; the total quantity carriedin the pastycar has been 8,208 maunds only from
Broach to Baroda, '

8. Were the salt works in this Division abandoned as proposed, the few in-
terests to be consulted would present no impediment., The Chiefs whose terri-
tories border the Runnand Marwar and who are allowed salt for the consumption
of their populations at the nominal duty of 2% annasa maund, and in a few
mstances altogether free, are as follows :— .

S ,

- —————— e~ e s

R e U

A L

“would thus be saved to his Highness. :

. : Quantity of Salt| Quantity
Names of Chiefs. supplied at 2 annas| sapplied

6 pies a Maund. free.

Rs. . '] Rs.

Thurrad and Marwar «eveeveesinnivninienenn.., ceriesaaan 8,319

Pahlunpoor ------- Cesesv o e eneevcrene u-~--‘.-. ........... e s 40,749 ’ se e

Danta ------------ eE v et 00000 a0 L I R IS 2,421 oo
Dessaee of Patreec.ccoseeecssneannsenas S A ceaall. coen ] 358
- Thakore of Jinjoowaraes s vcveue,, ceseaen Ceeunesranenes creseans reee 340
Nawab of Radhunpoor..eeccaans... teteetersretnnnnanans N P . 350
Ditto Of Cambay $® 80 05 Rt arvrsgeater et et s 4 ® g h 9t o0 ae * " 8 s P ‘.v.. . 500

‘ Total....| 51,489 | 1,548.

9. For the exclusive purpose of continuing the supply of salt to these

- Chiefs, to whom these remissions were made as the price of allowing the British

Government to guard their frontiers against the ingress of foreign untaxed salt, it
would be desirable to retain one of the Runn works—Unwurpoor, the smallest.
. . [] .

10. In addition to the aforesaid privilege, these Chiefs and a few others
named below receive annually, as compensation for resigning in favour of the Bri-
tish Government their right of manufacturing salt at the Runn and for loss of

transit duties, the sums set opposite to each : —
: Rs. 11,300

Dessaee of Patree ..
' 9,200

Thakore of Jinjoowara ..c..ceieviaveannss o

The Nawab of Rahdunpoor...eeeeeeeeess 5 11,048 '
The Thakore of Bhurriat covevviiieenians 125
Ditto- of Rojeka.esararnieinaneres 5 45
Ditto  of KadipooT..eciceveverennene 5 75
Ditto  of Gamph ....eevevivivns 225
' Total....32,018

11. These payrhents would, of course, be continued as heretofore.

12.  The Nawab of Cambay receives annually half the revenue arising from
the salt sold at Cambay, which, on an average of the last 5 years, amounts to
Rs. 27,129-7-9, also 500 maunds of salt free, for the use of his Durbar. Were
payment of this sum to be guaranteed to his Highness, with such stipulations as
might seem desirable, he would probably be disposed to relinquish all connexion
with the manufacture of salt, and allow the existing works to be closed ; in which

" case, Neriad, on the line of railway, where it is proposed to establish a salt store,

could supply the demands of his principality. The cost of his sal /,blishment
- ‘%

13.  Unlike the Southern Division, the whole of the lands o.. which salt is

cultivated in the Northern Division belong to Government, in which the cultiva-

tors have no private rights, beyond what may be supposed to arise from their

~ having enjoyed the privilege of manufacturing salt for a'quarter of a century, or

more. Government have entered into no engagements ‘with them,. neither are -
\ 9
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they bound to continue the manuf’actnre, but may abandon it at pleasure. On
evg.ry maund of salt sold they receive, as remuneration for their labour, five pice,
which, as well as the ground rent, three pice a maund is paid by the ’traders, in
excess of the excise duty Rs, 1-8-0, so that the manufacturers pay nothing what-
ever tf) Government for the privileges they enjoy, and all being cultiva:ofs of
the soil, they are not solely dependent on salt cultivation, to wh?ch their spare

tim 15 gi v
e onl.?r Is given, so that were Government to close the works, they would still
have their agricultural pursuits. |

. 114.. Under these circumstances it seems questionable .whether, in the event
ot closing -the works, the manufacturers would be entitled to any compensation.

) ]5.' Were, however, remuneration considered expedient, the salt lands,
which in some localities could be rendered capable of growing rice after a fallow
of 3 or 4 years, might be made over to the cultivators, rent free, for a term of
years, thus eveptually forming a source of revenue to Government.

16. In Bengal, some years ago, the manufacture of salt was discontinued
b)f Government, the demand being chiefly supplied. from imported salt. It
nfxght be deemed advisable to ascertain whether any, and what compensation was
given to the maunfacturers on that occasion.

]7.‘_* * . . *

. 18. _In the Dhundooka Purgunna.h no salt is manufactured. In several
¥°C.3Hties it is spontaneously produced, collected, and stored in godowns, whence
Tt 1s sold. This system might be continued as at present. The excise levied
1n this Gussia salt, on an average of the past 5 years, amounts to Rs. 9,793-6-7.

19. There are some other localities where salt is naturally produced. At
two places where this occurs—QOojulbann and Vassee Oomrat banns—Bunds,which
are annually repaired by Government, have been erected to prevent the en-
croachmer.xts of the tides; but notwithstanding this, on unusually high tides, these
f;;;:f;::::i br?ken thr.ough, flooding considerable tracts of low lying land,

4 cation a residue of salt, to prevent whose clandestineremoval a few

Peot .
.ls.detached from the nearest salt' works are placed over it, or if the formation
be limited, the salt is destroyed.

92 ; - . !

b ~O.CI‘or services of this nature, I have made no provision ; but as the
epu e ; ) .
puty Commissioner’s establishment, which he has left untouched, would admit

f .
of reduction, there would be ample funds available from this source for all such
purposes.

21, 7 : . . ) . .
dut The quantity of foreign salt openly entering our frontiers and paying
uty
Y, amounts on an average of the last 5 years, to 1,571 maunds only.

29 SR
22. Were the proposed scheme for- abolishing the salt works carried into

effect, it ‘}'ould, I am of opinion, be desirable to treat as contraband all foreign
salt entering our land frontiers, '

s " X . :
23. The annexed Statement A shows the stations on the line of railway

where I would propose that salt stores should be built by the Railway Company,
10 -

. Division.

- 7. V

and let to parties desirous of engaging in the salt trade. It also shows the quan-
tities of salt sold, on an average of the last 5 years, at the salt works nearest to the
proposed stations, as well as the present retail selling prices of salt at these sta-
tions ; and the rates at which salt could be laid down by the Railway.

94. Tt will be perceived by column 9 of Statement A that the retail selling
prices of salt at the proposed stations are in excess of the rates at which railway
imported salt could be sold, so that the introduction of railway salt at the chief
cities on the line would be an'adva:ntage to the populations; and the consump;
tion of these cities is about 57 per cent. of the total quantity of salt sold in this

1

- 95. Tothe Brinjarees who purchase salt at the works forinland transport, —
for example, at Chowrasee, which is distant 7 miles from Surat, and both ways
14 miles,—railway borne salt would cost more at Surat by about 2 annas
a maund, the cost of conveyance to Surat by railway being 4} annas ; whilst the
cost of a maund of salt conveyed by Brinjaree bullocks from Chowrasee to Surat, -
both ways 14 miles, would be about 2 annas. '

96. But to the cost of railway transit must be added the assumed profits
of the merchant,—say one anna a maund ; hence the price of railway salt to .
Brinjarees at Surat would be 3} annas a maund more than if they procured it -

from the works.

’

97. At stations further south the cost of railway salt would, of course, be
less : for instance, at Danoo, one of the proposed stations, it would not exceed
one anna a maund. * These calculations are made for the whole distance from
Bombay. . Were the salt taken from Bassein, the rate of conveyaﬁce would be
nearly one anna less at each of the stations througheut the line.

98. But on the other hand, for example, at Ahmedabad, which imports its
salt from the Rum_l,. 50 miles distant, or 100 miles both ways, —the price would
be in favour of railway borne salt, the cost to Brinjarees of conveying a maund
of salt from the Runu being about 13 annas. I have been well informed that in
these times, for the conveyance of a bullock-load of salt, 2} maunds, 100 miles,
Rs. 2 barely remunerates the Brinjal:ees: on this estimate, nevertheless, I have
based my calculations of the cost of transport by bullocks.

29. Hence, whilst railway borne salt would cost at Ahmedabad 9 annas
and 2 pies a maund, Runn salt would cost 13 annas,—the difference, 3 annas and
10 pies, or, say, 4 annas, being in favour of railway salt ; deduct assumed proﬁté
of the merchant, say one anna a maund, which, taking the average annual
sales in the Division in the past 5 years, would give an aggregate profit of
Rs. 1,33, 138—there still remaiqs a difference of 3 annas a maund in favour of
railway borne salt into Ahmedaba|d. In other words, railway salt could be
sold at Ahmedabad 3 annas a maund cheaper than Runn salt.

30. Taking a similar average of the entire exports of salt from the works

of this Division, and apportioning them according to the various routes adopted
' 11



the gene . .

annfa mr:IImz(ilverage price of railway salt along the liue would not exceed on:
allowing ' 90mpared with the cost by the present mode of transit, aitet
. ing 1 anna a maund s merchant’s profits. ’

31. But as the citi . .
as the cities on the line of railway consume, taking last year’s

expor i

forpW}t)si,C ;bic:u;j:bpe: cet}]lt. of thg entire guantity of salt sold in this Division—
retal price n shown (see :Statement A).that the inhabitants pay a
et o e mam(.exce:s of the price at which railway salt might be sold,
cavnga baﬁ-ected Zm (t)h.proﬁt——there remains only 43 per cent. of salt which
e oo el t}; .this one anna transit .increase, thus further reducing
e fro s a rate Enworthy of consideration. The quantity of salt
e fro Runn, taking last year’s transactions, is about one-third
: q ¥ supplied by all these works of the Division.

(inclujingT?}fetO::i ;::i ;fl maintaining the salt establishments of this Division
Oomergaum and Tarra O-S s by theft and peculation), 23 in number, with
Preventive establich poor, m the S-outhern Division, but excluding the Frontier

ishments, “'I?ICh will of course be continued as at present, 15 as

follows :—
fES'ﬁblibhmer}tS, excluding Deputy Commis- Rs. 3 P-
| Ps1oners............................. 1,31,599 0 0
ayments to Chiefs, &cvevvvuunn.... 018 0 O
For Tarrapoor Repairs ., ' e %
and  Qomarenum e, evererereesse.. 3,238 00
it?e expense of these Payments to Huckdars, as per Statement
emsisnotentered, B annexed .
not belng kno‘vn st t. .--..--o-o..--oooo-uoo-. 8,971 0 O
to me, ationary estimated .v.veveuiiieaeenens 300 0 O
.Watersupply..,,,,,.’,.._”“””,,,, 50 0 O
| Postage Service Stamps . v.vierreerenans 2,000 0 O
' (Contingencies......vvvuurivusennnees 3159 0 0

Theft and peculation, estimated at 10
per cent. on the average revenue of the last
5 years, which.I believe to be an under
rather than an over-estimate............ 1,567,135 0 0

3,38,920 0 O

Deduct cost of establishment to be retained, &c :—
Deputy Commissioner’s Office. 19,736
Establishment at Uuwurpoor. 6,809
Do. " Dhundooka. 2,391 . .

Payments to Chiefs ....... 32,018 ° '
Saving by dispensing with

Huckdar’s services, as per

Statement B annexed ...... 4,207

65,161 0, O

‘ Total Saving.... 2,73,759 O Y
12 ‘

It will be pbserved from the above statement that I have estimated at 10 per
cent. the loss to Government by theftand peculation, calculated on the average
sales of the last 5 years ; an estimate which I believe to be under and not over-

stated. _

34. To any person conversant with the system of salt management in force,
and the strong temptations and opportunities for corruption which that system
presents, will not, I think, consider that the estimate of 10 per cent. which I have
formed as the minimum quantity of salt surreptitiously disposed of, is an excessive

" one.

35. The estimate of loss to Governmenf, thus arrived at is Rs. ~],57,135

. per annum, taking the average sales of the last 5years. Add to this the cost of

establishments, as shown by the above Statement, viz., Rs. 1,31,599, and we have
as the probable loss to Government from these sources, a sum of Rs, 2,88,734 ;"
add to this the sum of Rs. 4,66,141, noticed in the 2nd paragraph of this 1etter, »

resent condition of railway traffic may be considered as lost to the

which in the p
and we have a sum of

State by maintaining the salt works in this Division,
Rs. 7,54,875, which Government might save by abolishing the works and making

Bombay the sole source of supply.

.

36. At present traders in salt, in districts lying between the railway and
go with empty carts or sacks for salt to the coast. But

‘the coast, generally
Railway, agricultural produce would be attracted

with salt stores on the line of
to it, salt being taken in return.

37. The Railway 'Company would, I should suppose, be only too glad to
store-houses at the stations indicated (see Statement A);

build the necessary
time to time be

they need not be of very large dimensions, as they could from
replenished .during the season. The largest would be required at Ahmedabad,

which should be capable of éontaining from 2 to 3,000 tons.

28. There is at almost all the salt works in this Division, a sufficient sup-
ply of salt for at least another year ; in the meantime the store-houses on theline .
might be built, and the traders informed where in future they could obtain their

\

supplies.

39. At present, I apprekend nothing which could interfere with the suc-

. ~ cessful operation of the scheme proposed; more than

.« On exports to Malabar a the quantity of salt produced in this Division can al-.
riominal duty of 1 anna a . . . .

maund to foreign ports and 3 Ways be procured in Bombay, whose free exports to

pies a maund to British ports ,

s levied. To Caleutta no: Calcutta and Malabar have on an average of the past .

thing.” 5 years exceeded ten lakhs of maunds per annum more

than is required in this Division, from which this

‘Government derives no fiscal benefit, but, on the contrary, incurs much expense

in establishments, &c. for guarding and superintend-

ing its removal; and surely it were a wiser economy

* Supposing the Salt works
in this Division to be abo-

lished- ]
shed- to supply our own home wants* rather than manufuc-

4 saLr . 15
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STATEMENT B.

Showi
lowing the Annual amount of Allowances paid to Salt Huckdars in the

. Northern Division.
Descri};tion of Hucks. Amount
Charitable allowance.... e o -
......... 4 06 voo-.®00 000 3 14 O '

Temple  ditto—

For compensation bond
As Cash......... S 122(1) f 7
. .00 O A0 P s 80 800 e ) 9

Inamdar Huckdars—
For Service.......

\Vithomditto.'”.;“::::... ..... sreseraaeeasn 6,197 5.5
N A A 1,552 0 4
ping the Salt I
condition.......... D o e ’
........ 2
On account of Goath and Nywed . o
Interest on bonds .... e e
............. eresers.ee. 46 110 -
Ded.uct Saving to be effected— s.0m 13
For service to the Durroo ‘of Patree. 2,193 0
" Ceessacienans , 0
Do.  to the Kanongu of the Surat Collec
torate. ....... veea s -
EEREERRRS Sttt ietecinee 648 0
Do Impara and Mohlia, at Hansote . ‘),08 0 (())
Do Patels of certain Mahals ......... . . 5;9 0 9
]L))o. Gamkhurajat and Googree . .. ..... s ;7 7 9
Do. For the prosperity of salt works 92 13 ¢
0‘ - . . e - ~
Goathand Nywed, except Unwurpoor . 105 10 3

4,763 15 11

e s e

. Total Payments to be made. ...} 4,207 1 3

mp——

P. M. DALZELL,

DePUty Commissioner of Customs, N. D.
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 trary to all rules of political e

No. 2409 of 1867.

To tng DEPUTY COMMISSIONER or CUSTOMS, N. D.

Bo.nbay, Office of Commissivuer of Customs,
, - ' 18th October 1867.
SIR, . .
I have the bonour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, as per
No. 400 of 10th Jaly 1867. margin, recomm‘endipg the closirfg of the whole of the
salt works in the Northern Division, including those
r,in the Southern Division, and proposing to supply

of Oomergaum and Tarrapoo
rted salt from Bassein and Bombay.

the demand by railway impo

I have the honour to state that this scheme does not meet with
hat we should close the

2. Inreply,
my approval, for 1 cannot see any force in the reasoning t
alt works throughout large and populous provinces merely to

increase railway profits. There is no doubt that railway ~carriage is much
cheaper than conveyance by DBrinjaree pullocks, and this the consumers and
¢raders in salt have already found out and ' taken advantage of. As railways
progress, S0 the Brinjarees with their bullocks will have gradually to retire, and

seek other channels where railways do not exist.

long estal?lished s

3. This problem will gradually work itself out, and people will naturally go
to the cheapest market to obtain their supplies of salt; but it appears to me con-
conomy, and free trade, for Government to shutup

the existing salt works, and to compel the populations of whole. provinces to

obtain their supplies from a distant market.

I consider it would bea great hardship and injustice to the citizens of

Abmedabad, Broach, and Surat, for instance, who have been in the_ habit of
purchasing salt close to their doors, to obligethem to be dependent on 2 railway
supply from Bombay. 1 consider it would be far better to allow them, as at
present, to take their salt from their neighbouring salt pans, or from Bombay, or

elsewhere, as they please, and that no force or compulsion. should be directly or

indirectly resorted to by Government.
the introduction of railways
eral of the least productive

: but to do this satis-

5. L however, am of opinion that, owing to
and other improved means of communication, sev
and outlying salt pans might be closed with advaatage
factorily the Comumissioner, together with the Deputy Commissioner of the
Division, should make a tour of inspection, ‘and decide on the spot what salt

pans might be closed with advantage to Government and without injury to the

population.
1 have, &c.,
A. F. BELLASIS,
Officiating Commissioner of Customs.
5 SALT 17



No 16 or 1868.

From P, )J, DALZELL, Esq,

| Deputy Commissioner of Customs, N. D.
To A. D, ROBERTSOX,

Commissioner of Customs, Salt, and Opium.

Esq.,

Camp Goago, Office of Dfpu(y Commissioner of Customs,

Sig,

With reference to the Iate Acting Commissioner Mr. Bellasis’s letter,

8th January 186y,

No. 400,dated 19¢ July 1567, No. 2409, dateqd 18th October last, being a reply to

my object in Proposing to
Division wag not merely,

mine

» 38 per margin, I have the honour to observe that
close the whole of the salt works in the Northern
M an abstract sense, to incregse railway ‘profits, as

suggested by Mr, Bellasis, but to afford financial relicf to the State; which, as

the Bombay, B
believe, than

2. In

Statement A annexed to my letter above quoted, I have estimated

aroda, and Centrql India Railway does litt]e more at present, |

the receipts from salt traflic, Supposing Bombay to be the sole source of supply,
. 141, which, assuming the railway income to be in the unfavourable
condition Suggested, would pe

at Rs. 4,66,

Tanteed interest payable

. 3. The railway has 4

should the

attain thejr normal cond

* mode of trg

2 gain to Government to the extent of the gua-

upon the capital,

keen competitor in the coasting crafts, and

cotton market become depressed in proportion as American crops

ition, cotton may be again forced to seek the cheaper

nsit by water tg thedetriment of railway interest.

1 0f, during a period of great commercial excitement, when the universal
be first in the market, the railway only just paid its expenses, it may
be reasonably aske, whether, u
oruntil the completion of the Baroda and Delhi extension line? It

alm was to

to do more,

becomes, then, of vital impo

nder the present altered circumstances, it is likely

Itance to the interests of Government to give to

the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway every possible encouragement, and
this, I believe, could be done with great advantage to the salt revenue, and with~

* See Paragraph 31st of my
letter referred 1o,

Just as tea, sugar, Piece goods,

their way

whensoever
18

out e
sion ;

wheresoever they
‘the source of suppl

nhancing, in an appreciable degree, the general

Price of salt* by abolishing the salt works in this Divi-

the demand for salt being supplied from Bombay,

and other commodities are supplied. These find

are in demand, so unquestionably would salt,
Y- '

e g e o

5. In the 35th paragraph of my letter referred to, I have shown a positive
and probable loss to Government of Rs. 2,73,759 per annum—positive: by
Rs. 1,31,599 the cost of salt.establishments in this Division—and probable by
Rs. 1,567,131, the estimated amount of loss to Government—-through theft and
peculation, taking theseat 10 per cent. of the quantity of salt sold in this Division,
Oft an average of the part 5 years, and this I believe to be an under rather than

an over.estimate,

6. .1 might adduce many reasons which have led me to this conviction,
but it seems to me unnecessary to do more than point to the system in force,
which does not admit of even an approximate estimate of’ the quantity of salt ,
in store. The method of taking stocks is simply haphazard, *“ Azmas,” and

'as 25 per cent. is the limit within which errors in estimates are recognized,

and admitted, that is, a rash of salt may contain 1,000 maunds, whilst the
estimate may give only 750 maunds, it will be apparent that a very large

amount of salt is at the disposal of the employés of the Salt Department. Ihave
frequently found éstimates as much out as 50 and 60

R Se”t my Annual Inspection per cent., anditis a significant fact that these generally
eports. . ]
are found to be against quantity,

7. The class ofinen to whom this great temptation is. offered are princi-

- pally the Suzedars and Tolats who deliver and weigh the salt according to the

Permit granted at the office of the Sir Carcoon, which is frequently some miles
distant from the works ; the pay ofthese officers ranges from 9 to 30 Rs., there

. is one officer on Rs. 35, and Peons from Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 each, There are the

Daroga’s establishments, situated at a little distance from the works, who
are supposed to check the Suzedar’s and Tolat’s proceeding. The pay of these
responsible officers is from Rs. 18 to 40, there is one officer on Rs. 60. But
it were invidious to specify any particular offcers where, I believe, .many profit
by the opportunity which the system throws open to them. .

8. The majority of the salt works in this Division are situated at isolated
localities often in dreary and barren tracts of country where water ig scarce
and not always pure, sometimes it has to be brought from a distance of several
miles, and where under ordinary circumstances, few, | believe, would be found
willing permanently to reside on infinitely higher pay than they now receive in-
volving, as it does, separation from relatives and friends—the employés are almost
all foreign or strangers to the provincesin which they are employed 5 yet not.

- withstanding these drawbacks, the service is evidently popular, much sought
after, and situations once obtained are clung to with tenacity. Ihave occasion.

ally had applications from persons in other Government oflices for situations in
the Salt Department on much lower pay than they were then receiving,

9. Hardand unpalatable ag existence at the salt works must be, partaking
in some cases of the character of solitary confinement, I cannot recall to me-
mory asingle case of voluntary resignation amongst the 400 emp'loyés of the de-
partment during the 3 years of my administration of it, saving an occasional

peon.
19



10. With sgch irresistable moral evidence, it will hardly, I think, be doubt-
ed ?h.at there is some illicit return for all these sacrifices « ‘an’d that ;he o por-
tunities for ““improving the occasions” so temptingly oﬂ"e're(’l, with themost re}r)note
cha.nces of detection, are readily embraced, to suppllement the meagre pittances
which the officers of the Salt Department receive. )

Whic}lx,li.n t‘;:?{::"? 8 P?r osnt. Of_the total quan%ity of salt soldin this Division

. ¢ )ea.r.\\ as 7,01,495 maunds, paying full duty, to be the propor-
. tion surreptitiously disposed of by the salt establishments ; deducting say 2 per
cent. for theft; though, no doubt this is often connived at by the pea:s’ in charge,
and that this proportion, 8 per cent, s sold to the traders trequenting the wo:ks
at_ half the rate of duty, or 12 annas a maund, which is probable, it wZuld require
A 25 per cent. of the gross quantity of salt legitimately disposed of simply for

example to double the pay of the establishments all roond. Need I say more in
Support'of' my conviction, that 10 per cent. is the very minimum quantity of salt.
I say minimum emphatically and advisedly, annually thuslost to Government-

| 12. In vain have I looked for evidence of the efficiency of the check
oﬂif:ers, the Darogas ; this observation is also applicable to the Sir Carcoons, the
gene‘ral siuperintending officers, who are also very inadequately remunerated,
considering the responsibilities of their office. Dut no, every thing seemsto go

on smoothly : the Suzedars and Tolats, or indeed, any officers of the stablish--

ments, are seldom or never found abusing their trust, a few unimportant cases of
small delinquency, involving a trifling fine, or removal to another talooka, are all
that come to light, and these do not I should say exceed eight or 10 per annum
and t‘here are 20 separate establishments, emfﬂoying upwards of 400 hands ; astate
of things far too Utopian to be real—what, then, is the inference? That collu-

sion is'the rule and not the exception.

L]

. 13. Under the provisions of the Salt Act, salt once passed the Daroga’s
ands and his chowkies is not again interfered with,

14. * * * » * .
15. * . * » . . *
16, * » . . e *

17. » * . * » »
" 18, * * * * o *

19. * * » * * ' *
20. * * * * * ' *

-2l. If such glaring frauds can take placeat the.Bombay salt works, under
the very eyes, as it, were, of the authoritics, will it be surprising that the esti-
mate which I have formed after long experience and observation in the Salt
Department, as the minimum probable loss to Government by theftand peculation
in this Division, where the salt works extend over nearly 300 miles of country is
an extravagant one? I thinknot: and in this opinion, I feel sure I shall be borne
out by any officers of experience in the Department who may choose to speak

their minds on the subject.
20 :

92. Itisnot the men who are exposed to temptation, but the system
which admits of it, that I would condemn. Experiencein all countries has shown
that inadequate remuneration, under circumstances of privation such as are here
represented, is usually attended with evil and demoralising results.

* I * * * *

23.

94. 1 amaware of the great difficulty that surrounds thequestion of obtaining

a reliable account of salt and remedial measures, such as erecting store-houses,

- &c. &c., have from time to time been suggested by my predecessors, and by
myself': still the system continues to work in the old groove.

95. But with a railway now available through Guzerat, the aspect of things

Vo ' is changed, obviating the necessity of perpetuating a

See my Annual Inspection | . .

Reports for 1866 and 1867. 'Syste'm f’xaught with great loss t? the State, demoralis-

ing in its effects, and not creditable to any one con-

nected with it.

v

96. No difficulty that I can foresee, would follow the closing of the salt
worksin this Division, making Bombay the sole source -

hesre: fe“fre’ﬁ:gpt}(‘)?’l ofmyletter  of supply. The gain to Government would be im-

' mense, and not for a moment to be compared with the

almost inappreciable increase in ‘the price of salt that might follow the change.

. Mr. Bellasis thinks that to shut up the existing salt works and to compel the
populations of those provinces to obtain their supplies from a distant market,
would be contrary to all rules of political economy and free trade, and that it would
be a great hardship and injustice to the citizens of Abmedabad, Broach and Surat,
for instance, who have been in the habit of purchasing salt close at their doors,

to oblige them to be dependant on a railway supply from Bombay.

27. With much respect for Mr. Bellasis’ opinion, I venture to disagree with

him on the following grounds. .

28, As regards the supply of salt, Bombay is virtually nearer Ahmedabad
by 10 days journey than the Runn, which is distant both ways from Ahmedabad
100 miles ; and from which Ahmedabad exclusively obtains her supplies of salt.
In a few minutes by telegram Ahmedabad could order salt from Bombay, which
she might receive on the following day.

99. Surat the nearest city on the line of railway to the salt works, distant .
7 miles, could, in similar manner, be supplied in afew hours from Bombay, whilst
a whole day would elapse in getting a cart load from the works. "

30. In Statement A of fny letter referred to I have shown that the retail
selling price of salt at all the cities on the line of Railway is considerably in excess
of the pl*ime cost, hence, the introduction of railway salt, which might be sold
cheaper than the local produce, leaving a liberal margin of profit, would be an
advantage to the inhabitants of these cities.

31. As to the “hardship” of the case, rather might it be said to lie in vir-
tually denying to the populations the facilities of the railway and the opportu-

21
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ity of obtaining a pure salt, by maintaining the existing sources of supply, thereby

32. But furthermore asthe salt conveyed to the citieson the line of railway
and eastward far beyond it, is as nine to one of the quantity which is consum:(;
;f:]thefxs'(::st\vard of it, (sce Statement A aﬁnexed) it will be apparent that the
't;IeeSZREZIIP;ZEJ::;IE; st(lmrce of supply, and not the Coast and the Runn, where
o » 1s the most central and convenient to the populations, and

political economy™ suggests, that the wants of the few shall zive place to those
;f‘ tI;)e Fiﬁy’ and the “rules of free trade” would assuredly beobetter maintained
n'zrzti(:):lstcl)ntb(;{et;i:zgc‘:s::rssa:o ;’; (;Ic’zs:ia‘;'ﬁsrz Glovemment limit the remu-
to consumea careless] \ S, nd thus COH.]I?CI he populations
7 to 10 per cent O;;Z r‘)’.prodtlced and very inferior salt ; containing generally, from
‘ ‘ - offoreign matter ; whereas by closing these works, and encourag-
;;g tl'le .1mpor[at1on of salt into Bombay, a pure natural commodity would» be
GZzZrZI::r?tt:;i;n:l:l;eg from various [.)arts of the world at no cost whatever to
: rst cost of erecting stores for its reception, as in Calcutta.

33. AS [- a1 0w - h . .
o o Ilthe railway system in India is now far advanced towards comple-
1t wou . . . ]
> d, I'am earnestly of opinion, be a wise policy to close as circum-

" st i : . .
ances might admit of it, all outlying saltworks. Those of Bombay, Salsette,

and . . . .
().O;Lln only being continued until foreign importations should also admit
of their gradual extinction.

3. Tbelieve that the superior quality of imported naturally produced salt
would soon to a great extent, if not altogether, supersede the very inferior local
n'lanufacture. In Calcutta it has done so, but then Government bad compara-
tively relinquished connexion with local manufacture.

ind if:;‘ Th: df“y on Cal.cutta salt is more than double the Bombay duty ;

! CV erage wholesale price about 8 annas a maund. Bombay salt frequently

Zil; zll;s _;li:;E‘;s:?i‘rofn 1’5 to ,20 Rs. per 100 maunds, I have known it to fetch

B reign imported salt often realises as much as 0 to 100 Rs. per

199 m:olu.nds ; showing that the populations appreciate good salt, and are ready

a.nd willing to pay for it. Similar results would, no doubt, follow the introduc-
tion of a pure salt into Bombay.

S v
36.  Whilst there exists in Sind those immense natural deposits of the
purest salt, accessiblé by water, and according to the

See his printed pamphlet.
late Captain Burke, an officer of the Dombay Engi-

neers, who survey .
) rveyed them many years ago, capable, as he expresses it ¢¢ of sup-.

p;ymg th'e wliole world with salt for a hundred years” ! no fear nced ever be felt
of the failure of an adequate supply at all tithes.

ment3:f.‘ B‘e‘nl(l:;fll tfolleztor of Cus.toms at Kur.rachec, I proposed to the Govern-
ment acco\m:- . SC; a.few ship loads of §md salt to Calcutta on Govern-
chips at Kurr,aChy offer was ac.cepted, but instead of allowing me to enga'ge

o ee as opportunity offered, T was at once informed that 3 ships

~

> e

._\.4..,.._“.,..—.«
«

had been chartered at Calcutta to proceed thence to Kurrachee to load. These
vessels, two of them above 1,000 tons each, Iiloade‘d' within 3 weeks, the salt
being brought in native boats from Seergunda; after the arrival of the vessels,
distant 150 miles from Kurrachee. The salt cost, put on board, including all
charges of digging out and transport by camels &c., 23 annas a maund or Rs.
4.6-0 aton, the price realised in Calcutta was, I believe Rs. 70 or 75 a 100
mavuds, or about Ks. 20 a ton. Had I been permitted to charter the vessels at
Kurrachee as opportunities offered, Government would have gained by the ad-
venture ; as it was, I fea_r there was a loss. ,

.

33. Up to this period the Bengal Government used to allow the Bombay
duty on salt to be
given there for the amount thus paid, in settling the Bengal .duty. This prac-
tice was however discontinued, the whole of the duty being declared recoverable
in Calcutta. The effect of this charge damped the efforts of the local Govern-
ment to develop the t'{ade, by which- it would incur expense without any fiscal

advantage to the province. _
* 39.  These natural salt deposits in Sind.lie about 50 miles up the Seer-

¢ eastern arm of the Indus, up which boats of 50 tons
ay of 4 or 5 miles laid down from

ight be imported into Bombay

gunda creek, the mos
burthen can at all times ascend ; werea tramw

the creek to the more distant deposits, this salt m

at the same rate at which I imported it into Kurrachee ; viz. 23 annas a maund,

or Rs. 4-6-0 a ton.

40. Why this great natural and inexhaustible source of supply, of the
purest description of salt, only 400 miles distant from Dombay, should not be
utilised, in preference to manufacturing an impure and inferior salt, at a heavy
cost to Government, as I have endeavoured to show, is indeed remarkable.

41. The price paid at the works for a maund of salt containing, as £efore'

observed, from 7 to 10 per cent. of impurity, dirt in fact, is 2 annas, thatis, 5
pice foxj the salt, the maufacturer’s share, and three pice as ground rent, both of

which fall upon the purchaser of the salt to pay. Adopting the higher rate, of

'impuri'ty, 10 per cent, which particularly as regards Bombay salt, I believe, to

- be pretty correct, gives, as the equivalent, 3 annas and 3 pies ; thus virtually

increasing the price of a maund of manufactured salt to 5 annasand 3 pies,
whilst, as already observed, pure Sind salt which often sells in Calcutta at from
10to12 annas a maund, might be laid down in Bombay at 2% annas, or say 3 annas

a maund, that is, Rs. 5 and 3 pies a ton.

-42. Assuming then, that trapsit by railway, ‘as compared with the ex-

, isting method of transport, were to. add one anna a

See paragraph 31 of the ound to the cost of salt, there would still remain
letter here referred to. . . ) ’
: -allowing for the impurity of Bombay salt, one anna

and 3 pies a maund in favour of Sind salt. )
43. Let us consider what would be the probable gain to Government b

importing Sind salt instead of manufacturing it.
| ‘ 23

levied at Kurrachee on exports to Calcutta, credit being
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44, 360 . ' ,
S 419n-1666 67 the quantity of salt sold in this Division, paying full duty,
;01,495 maunds. Ten per cent. of this quantity at which I have estimated

the loss to Gover
overnment by theft and peculation, gives 70,145 maunds, which at

- Rs. 1.8. . .
8-0 a maund, the duty is equivalent to Rs. 1,03,217 ; add cost of establish-

ments Rs, 1,33 .

ent 0£5r22130,-599, and we have a sum of Rs. 2,36,816 as the cost to Govern-

) m'lundpe .u011ng 7,01,495 maunds of salt ; this gives a rate of 5 annas 5 pies
» equivalent to nearly 23 per cent of the revenue, and about double the

3 1

’

the t:fa.l q:?alz}:f]'nff ;he azove estimate of cost, viz. 5 annas and § pies, t0 the
i 186566 amouitﬂ tzJ.nzlloactured salt sold throughout the presidency, which
Government of dto 49,04,618 maunds, the result shows an annual loss to

of no le$s a sum than Rs. 16,60,418 or ncarly 17 lakhs; and in pro-

portion as the sa :
It duty may be increased, a measure now in contemplatiou, so

. a half P
a half of Rupees, whichit will be apparent, fallsupon the Bombay Government to

pay. Calcutta takesthe kernel, in the full duty, and leaves the shell to her less for-

tunate sister.

47. B Tere .
calt of the ut “herCfOI:e z‘my .sacnﬁce on the part of Government whilst natural
rocurat pu.rest description is lying available, it may be said, at the very door,

a e v . .
P : without cost to Government, why incur a large expense in manufac-
uring animpure and inferior article ? As for .
they simply article ? As for the exports from Bombay to Calcutta,
returkn }I:e.)' involve a large expenditure by Government, uncompensated by any
n , . .

Calcutt’a ﬁn(‘l’elmandecFurxng salt for export is a dead loss to Government. Let

1er supplies in the natural and inexhaustible produce of the coun-

try. Si is hio .
y- Sind salt is highly esteemed in Calcutta, and would no doubt soon find equal '

favour in the Western Presidency.

houszjfor‘z;;ze s;’l‘:;rzment to cTect in Bombay.cap.acious and convenient store
for extensive ;)rovm een dorfe in Calcutta, which is the sole source of supply
can be no dodbe thatCSS reaching to the easterx? frontiers of the Punjab, t ere
levied on its removal f;ey WOuId. b.e oon ﬁuéd with imported salt, the duty being
ed into Dombay ma (l))l: Sth?. That foreign salt has not been hitherto import-
storing it, as well as tgthe ;tt“bmﬂd to the u.tter wan't of accommodation for
hitherto of imbibine o act of the popu{atlons having had no opportunity

Ing a’ taste for pure salt; but give them the opportunity, and no

doubt a prefere
nce \vou]d s . . .
Caleutta. oon be mamfested for. it, as l‘ms been the case in

49- d S h.’l \Y o ¢ p ,

24

‘Bombay eventually the sole source of supp

salt deposits in Sind, and fill its stores with

_derived from suppressing the salt works in t

“be. 1855, paras. 11 and 12.

_ interests of

1

better capable of bearing transport without loss, than the manufactured salt of

’

small grain.
50. All things considered, then, I have no hesitation in recommending the
«On exports to Malabar, a early abolition of the salt works of this Division, the

nominal duty of 1 annaa . . .
maund to foreign ports, and 3 demand in Guzerat being supplied from Bombay,

: o !
pies a maund to British ports o pich already manufactures more salt than suffices

s levied. To Calcutta no- )
thing.’ \ for its own wants,—the surplus about 10 lakhs of

maunds more than this
and Malabar upon which this Government derives no fiscal benefit whatever, the

Division requires being annually exported to Calcutta

. trifling nominal duty marginally noted excepted.

ion as foreign trade in salt with Bombay took root and
beyond it be discontinued, making
ly for Western India, as Calcutta is
ways now penetrate the continentin all

51. In proport
flourished, so might the local manufacture

for the Bengal Presidency ; which, as rail
divections, may be considered practicable.

as the natives of India, innovations are not
s often necessary and desirable to clear the
Were then Government to erect

,. 52 Byso conservative a people
readily appreciated, so that it become
path and lead the way in any new enterprise.

salt stores as suggested,

doubt, soon come forward to carry on the trade.

53. If the representations which I have ventured respectfully to make have
the effect of awakening Government to a sense of the financial benefits to be
Lis Division, and bringing about the
Sind, thereby enabling the popula-

development of the great natural deposits in
‘my object in making

tions to obtain a pure for an impure and inferior commodity,

these reports shall have been obtained. _

s been a subject of interest to
ollector of Customs at Kur-
ng extract from a letter to

54. The utilising of these deposits has alway
and that my efforts to develop them when C
rachee,- were mnot altogether fruitless, the followi

Government from Mr. Frere, now Sir Bartle Frere, will show :—
No. §8, paras. 2and 3, dated « ] cannot speak to? highly of .the rrilanner in
which Mr, Dalzell has discharged his duties which

21st Jattuary 1856.
No. 562, dated 31st Decem- I described in the paragraphs of my letter above

me ;

quoted, &e.”

«] consider that Mr. Dalzells’ labors hive most materially benefitted the

Government and the commerce of this ‘port. I believe it to be
this Province has at length become an

mainly owing to him that, the salt of
at in six months after its first export,

article of export to such an extent th
Government realiscd a duty of Rs. 30,000 upon it.”
‘ I have, &c.
pP. M. DALZELL,
Deputy Commissioner of Customs, N.D.
25
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lay down a few miles of tramway to the more distant
Sind salt, capitalists would, no-
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STATEMENT A.

- Memorandum of the quantity of Salt exported in 1866-67 to places East, West, and
North of the B ombay, DBaroda, and Central India Railway line.

—_—

Places, Quantity, Places. Quantity. Total.
. . \
Eastward and on the line of
) ailway.
Khandeish ..,.,,.... .. 1,05,207 Br
. ,05, oach....... ........ 7,213
S(l)lg}l:idnuggur ..... Frveans 938 |Ahmedabad............ 65,686
OSSN ERLITRTTERPRS . 783 iBaroda......oeueon.. .. 1,29,596
Kol e retennean. 36 |Gundavee ........ 310
Kurgoon 11111 o 4 | 6,30,752
Dhurun; .&;r.' ............. 5,097 . {Westward— :
Jamvullap i eresuieann 5,9?2 Dhundooka ..,..... .. . 453
 Kakpagderrr e, 539 [Cambay .............. 7,745
Nosrec ’. ........ Cerenas 46 |Kaira L........... e 62,545 :
Moglaee ..... ?’315 : i o
g;do:;ie. Trrervescereennndd 183418 |Northward— 701,495
u']tri))osung(; .......... vees 3,991 [To the Native Chiefs
Sndra D00t . 118 at reduced rates on
P :‘...'............. 2,878 t!xe Marwar  Fron-
Dupa Tt treeeeeean. . . 384 ter .oiieiiiiiiia..] 27,208
AL TTIIPPIRPUIIN I+ 27,298
e, .. 18,968
Oonawara ,.,,... s eeensy. 20
Sgrat and Broach ..., .. .- 1,38,761

P. M. DALZELL,
Deputy Commissioner, N. D.

No. 748 or 1868.

| : ‘REVENL’E DEepPARTMENT.
To G. W, ELLIOT, Esq.,
Acting Collector of Kaira.

Bombay Castle, 25tk February 1868.
Sir, , , '

I have received your interesting Memorandum dated 21st January 1868,

with reference to the-Salt Departmant of the Northern Division of the Presidency:
The question is one of great importance; and I am desired by the Right
Honourable the Governor in Council to forward the accompanying papers,
which I request you will return at an early date with your opinion on Mr.
Dalzell’s suggestions, ,
I have, &c.
E. W. RAVENSCROFT,
Acting Chief Secretary.

+
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No. 154 or 1868.
From P. M. DALZELL, Esq., ‘
Deputy Commissioner of Customs, N. D.

To A. D. ROBERTSON, Esq.,

Commissioner of Custoins.

Surat, Office of Deputy Commissioner- of Customs, |
25th February 1868.

~ -Sin,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Endorsment No. 484
No. 400, dated 19¢h July dated Ich mstan.t, forwarding copy of a letter 483 of
1867. the same date, which you addressed to Government on

No. 16, dated 8th Januar . .
1825. 7 the subject of my letters as per margin.

2. With reference to the 5th paragraph thereof I would beg to observe

-~

that the retail prices of salt of the several cities on the line were, for the most

part, supplied to me by the Collectors, the Baroda Durbar, Mamlutdars, and

others ; and my own subsequent personal repeated inquiries fully confirmed the

statements which I had officially received ; T am therefore quite prepared to prove
by the most unexceptionable evidence, viz., the dealers in salt themselves, that
the retail selling price at all the cities on the line of railway, south of Neriad, is
two pice a Surat seer, which is about half an ounce less than alb. ; so thata maund
of salt really costs at these cities Rs. 2.9.0 a maund, whereas in Statement A of
my letter No. 400 above quoted, I have entered the retail price of a maund at
Rs. 2-8.-0, and at one place, Danoo, at Rs. 2-6-0. At Abmedabad and Neriad
only I have entered the price at Rs. 2-12-0, as I believe that was the price
given me by the Collector of Kaira, but whose letter I have not been
able to find on my records to enable me to verify it. But if'salt is sold by
retail at Surat, 7 miles from the salt works, at the rate of Bs. 2.9.0 a2 maund,
Rs. 2-12-9 would not be too much for it at Ahmedabad, 50 miles distant from
any supply. ' _ -

3. For cost of carriage from the salt works to the Railway station, I made

“no allowanée, because I considered that the truck should go to the salt, and

not the salt to the truck ; hence the cost of loading and unloading would be very

trifling. o
. . ! - ) .' i - 4
4. Neither did I make any allowance for bags or sacks for storing the
salt, because I consider these quite unnecessary. In England and elsewer
salt is carried loose in the trucks which are constructed with high' sides for the

purpose,

5. As regards the ingrain or loss that would be incurred on transmission

by railway that would assuredly bz far less than by the present mode of fransit,

loose, and in open carts, Jolting along the roughest of roads, and in sacks on

pack bullocks, which on a Journey are laden and unladen sometimes twice a day,
- ' 27
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© at the cities on the lin
e; wheregs .
truck. 5 there need be no loss of salt in 3 well made

9 annas and 9 p;
~ 1e : .
P1es 2 maund, being the difference between the present retail

/., ., ) .
to illti‘odf::gineg:;’t I a;Ithm'b]y ofop.inio.n, should be made by Government
its superior quality, an‘d < PPIC? .at which it could be imported into Bombay,
vantages “'hiéh wi);] d its 'cap ability to bear transport without loss, are ad-
0 long a5 G Spee:ddyt be felt and appreciated by the popalations ; but

) overnment maintaip the salt works in this Division, private enter.
pPrize wil] attempt nothing s P

& You wil p
perhaps consider it i
Government, due to me to place this letter before

I have the honour to be, &c.
P. M. DALZELL,

Deputy Commissioner of Customs, N. D,

~ No. 637 of 1868,
RevENUE DEPARTMENT.

Bozn&ay, Office of Commissioner of Customs,
- 2nd March 1868.

Tru ]
Commi ? C0p y forwarded to Government with reference to the letter from the
-OMmmissioner of Customs, No 413, dated 19th ultimo.

hltioz;: an‘:{r‘bf:;e:; f’mS 1t is app.arent taken the retail price ofs?lt in his ca‘]cu-
at the price per Indli)v)mg the price per seer by t.he proper nful.nple has arr” »d
A maund.  But it is manifest that this is not a correct
Zitl?:dr;iﬁ:oceed;})g’ for even supposing his proposals were adopted, the salt
Y stations could not be disposed of by retail, but must be sold

whole: . . . . :
esale to those by whom it would be sold in retail, and it would of course

have to e supplied .to them at wholesale prices.
A. D. ROBERTSON,

Commissioner of Cus{oms.

————

From G. W. ELLIOT, Esq.,
Acting Collector, Kaira,

To E. W. RAVENSCROFT, Esq.,
' Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.
) Kaira, 4th March 1868.

Str,—I have done myself the honour to read and consider a report of
Mr. Dalzell, and the Commissioner of Customs’ remarks upon it, which came to,
me with the order of Government conveyed in your letter No. 748 of 25th

February 1868. _ _
The sketch which I recently placed before Government proposed to

9
abolish all the sea-side works north of Bassein, to use

e

The scheme which my Me-  the fine salt works at the Runn as the source of supply -

morandum of January pro- ‘ .
posed. to a great salt store at Ahmedabad, the establishment
of which would depend on the proposed railway from

Ahmedabad to Veerumgaum and Patree, and from which salt depéts at stations
on the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway could be supplied, to be

resorted to by salt dealers. _
3. Mr. Dalzell’s scheme is to close all the salt works north of Bombay,
' except one of the Runn works at Unwurpoor, and to
Mr. Dalzell’s scheme. h .. .
' . provide for the supply of the Districts consuming the

salt of the works to be abolished, by salt sent from Bombay to depéts at stations

on the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway.
4. Itis obvious that Mr. Dalzell’s scheme is feasible with what railway
accommodation there is, and that mine is not ; because

s Xi%ﬂ[;;dnﬁﬁl:oscheme the keystone of the arch on which I rest my plans is
the store at Ahmedabad, the establishment of which

depends on the construction of a railway not even finally decided upon.

5. But notwithstanding this fatal objection, 1 must still adhere to a fixed
opinion, that the right and large treatment of the salt

The assistance mine would - question of the Northern Division is to do as I have

give to a railway between
Ahmedabad and Veerumgaum, ‘suggested; and I hope that the assistance a railway

a reason for making one, aund .
some remarks in favourof my between Patree. and Ahmedabad would receive from

~ scheme. salt traffic under the system I advocate, and it would

ade a reason for commencing it. However, all that I
have to do at present is to make remarks on Mr.
Dalzell’s proposal, which will end in my venturing to
recommend, that his scheme be accepted with

be very large, méy be m

Recommendation to accept

Mr. Dalzell's scheme wit

modification,
modification.

6. I mustnotice, that Mr. Dalzell and I are at one with the support of the

Points in which Dalzell ang COMMissioner of Customs, on the point, that it is de- ’

the Commissioner of Custems ~sirable to abolish as many salt works as is compatible

(Mr A. D. Robertson) and . ] . .
I agree. with a practically attainable beneficial result, and
29 |
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that we both wish to use railways to compass that end.

How the Commissioner 111¢ Commisioner does not think that Mr. Dalzell
' g;ge's from Mr. Dalsell and has shownp how railways can be availed of for doing
' away with the salt works at once. But he seems to
admit, that if it were feasible to do 50, with the results hoped for, it would be a
good thing to do. o

7. As I understand Mr. Dalzells’ views and my own, we should, I am cer-

. How the Commissionce’ op. tfnn, have little difficulty in convincing the Commis-
jeetions can be met. stoner of Customs, that objections he has taken to
details of Mr. Dalzell’s scheme of using railways to

he pays now ; because the cost of carriage by rail from the works to the depoéts
would be less than the outlay, which dealers have to spend now in joufnej'ing
to and from works Dot so easy of access to them as the depdts would be. They
would therefore be glad to pay a little more for their salt at the depéts, and still
could sell it to the consumer at 3 profitable and smaller price than they do now.

8. SuPposing it then to pe ‘admitted, that the closing of the works, and

Taking it for granted that
the sea-side works should be of the salt revenue, and benefit to the consumer, to

_abolfshed for ebvious reasons,
inquiry proposed as to whers which may be added, that the scandal and bad example

the source of gy ly of salt . . o
o}ugh]td to be and _h%gvymuwi:.s of the wholesale cheating which goes on at the works
with it, ¢ “%ed in connection would, if the least hopeful view be accepted on that

point, be confined to a smaller number of centres,

and thus easier to check. The discussion then between me and Mr. Dalzell,
and the whole matter I have to write of would end in an inquiry as to where
the source of supply ought to be, and how railways ought to be used; and any
thing further which I have to remark onarising out of the Commissioner’s letter

on Mr. Dalzell’s report I will reserve till T have concluded this digcussion.
9. Except that I must begin it by mentioning, that I altogether agree
with the Commissioner in his assertion, ‘‘under no

Discussion begun by accept- circumstances however would I recommend the sup-

ing the Commissioner's views, . h i It
that the Runn works must not pression of the works on the Runn, as there is no salt,

b M - . . . X .
e closed nuder any circum the produce of British terrltory, except perhaps the

stances.
Seergunda salt of Sind, which is calculated to

stand carriage to long distances so well, owing to the size and firmness of the crys-

tals.”  This statement is absolutely beyond cavil. The dir"ty unformed crystals
of the sea-side made salt, are only received by the dealers who buy it because
they can get nothing else ; and apart from every other view, which this contro-
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use of railways as indicated would lead to prosperity ~

—

were cloed .

versy may assume, on the ground of the immeasureable superiority of the Runn
‘ article, I am bound to recommend the extension

e toRbue":xtg'égfft °usht by all means possible of the market to which Runn
‘salt is brought. Any thing which could at all tend t¢

restrict it ought not to be done.

10. On this ground I have an insuperable objection to that part of Mr,
Dalzell’s scheme, which seeks to close four out of five of the Runn works. The
, large market extending east and north of the Runn
a,en,fgf‘;';s,?ehi,zﬂjdl?“““ works works, which has hitherto dealt with the establish-
ments there, could not be supplied with sea-side salt at

nearly the same rates at'which the distant consumers get Runn salt. The poor
stuff which would be supplied tothe northern depéts on
(This is supposing that the ¢fq Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway from
salt supplied was made in the . :
neighbourhood of Bombay.) Bombay would be wasted enormously in carriage to
the distant parts which are supplied from Patree and *-

the other Runn works sought to be closed, and its price paid by the consumer
would be pi‘oportiorlately enhanced; and immediately consequent on so fatal a
‘ ' step, would be, a stimulns given to the operations

Consequences of doing s0, ., of the large foreign work at Dhrangudra, which is
;',';‘,’,‘,‘,i‘if;f ,fﬁ;';‘;‘:;’bﬁ;f “lﬁffh";;{ capable of producing literally any amount of the best
the foreign worksof Dhrangu- 1 cale such as would throw as out of markets,
dra in Kattiawar on the south N ’ . . .
shore of the Runn. which we have hitherto supplied with Runn salt,

‘ and which will take nothing else. As it is, the Dhran-
us hollow in Kattiawar, and ‘even to the eastward,
, : . whither if our prevention posts were worth the salt the
mi?&}iniuir?:ompemm o men at them eat,. which they are not, a maund of

' Dhrangudra salt ought not to find its way, and many

, thousand maunds of it do. Salt smuggling is found .

Reason why it would be over-  difficult to prevent in the Punjab, where the measures
whelmiogly s0if theBunn works to defeat it are singularly efficient. Here, where they
are a silly farce, anything calculated to disturb us in

gudra competition beats

our markets ought to be very carefully eschewed. To attempt to supply con.
sumers with sea-side made salt, who have once used Runn salt, would be to ruin

ourselves and make Dhrangudra a big place.

11. I cannot too strongly oppose Mr. Dalzell’s scheme for abolishing the

- Runn works. It is not easy to get salt made at the

. . Runn. The Aggurrias (salt makers) there, used to
e occupy three months of my time every year on the

- the Ruun works which make

it highly desirable not to in- to get them to work ; and it was only by coaxin

terfere with their working so spot 8¢ . ’ y by co g
as to stop it even for a short and by special measures which Government were good
time. "enough to approve of, that I was able to get the men

| to do their yearly task of salt making. They found
cultivation pay better, and as they almost all combine agriculturq with salt
making, which is indeed no great part of their means of subsistence, they had

toed, anb must be tenderly dealt with. This, especially, because the salt is
' ‘ : 31
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- stored on the Runn, in the open air exposed to the floods, by which some 70
per cent. of wastage occurs annually ; and as thisloss falls in toto on the Aggur-
rias, who are not paid for the salt they make, till it is sold, they naturally don’t
care much about the business:. If the salt made were stored on dry land, it
would be a very different thingas concerns the prospects of a salt maker ; he
would not lose more than say 7 per cent. of the result of his-labour; as itis, I
have often wondered why the salt makers go on working for us. To lose as
they lose yearly by flood would drive a less patient people raving mad. It
would be very easy to stop salt making at the Runn works ; but I believe that
within three seasons of the stoppage, to commence work again would be im-
possible. The spell which kgeps the people by us would be broken. Those of
them who had not fieldsin the neighbourhood of the works would go at once
to Dhrangudra, where some of them do goasitis, It would be very difficult
to get salt making done again, and to have to try to do so, would certainly
follow on an attempt to substitute a supply of sea-side made salt, to markets
which are using Runn salt,

12, Mr. Dalzell selects Bombay and salt works near it as a source of sup-
Why Mr. Dalzell selects P1Y to the markets using the salt of the works he pro-

Bombay as a source of supply poses to abolish, because he considers it a central

to the markets now supplied by . . :
the sea-side works proposed to . point, or rather one which would, looking to “the

be closed. : i i iliti
e closed market to be supplied, have superior railway facilities

to any other, say Ahmedabad ; and I think he is right in doing so with existing

Why Ithink heis right jo  Tailway accommodation. But his selection is open
doing so- to the objection, that the line between Ahmedabad

and Veerumg;{um will be made some day, and then the point for supply will

Why I think he would be clearly be Ahmedabad, with some such arrangement

wrong if Ahmedabad Y - Is, i
con‘_‘;!ted with :h: ;{un:z‘; as I have indicated ooy Memorandum, (hat is, ifa
a railway. large way of dealing with the matter 1s accepted.

13. DBut as the railway has not been begun, and probably will not be for -

some time to come, I venture to recommend as a pis

A modifieation of Mr. Dal- . .
zell’s scheme recommended as aller, that a modification of Mr. Dalzell’s scheme be

an_experiment. o " ks
gule also paragrapis 20 accepted experimentally. Let all the sea-side wor
and 53 between Bassein and the Runn be closed, keeping

open the Runn works. It is a sine qud mon that they should be open, and let
the markets supplied by the sea-side works abolished be supplied by depdts at

Dhanoo. Baroda.
Bulsar. ' Neriad.
Surat. Ahmedabad.
Broach.

By doing so the difficulties I contend against, in Mr. Dalzell’s scheme, will
be obviated, and Government will reap the benefit of getting rid of the hordes
of expensive cheats who infest the sea-side works, and render them a pest to the

country. ‘
32 . -

14. ‘The cost of conveyance of salt to the depdts may, as I have indicated
in my Memorandum of January, be recovered by a

How cost of carriage of salt . . . .
10 depdts on line of railway is small advance on the selling price of salt; and it will
to be recovered. " be quite unnecessary to make any expensive arrange-

ments for storing salt at the depdts. As itis now stored at all the sea-side

works, in the open air, in heaps, the wastage of salt is about seven per cent. per
Simple and quite inexpen- annum. It can be stored in that way at the depots.
sive method of storing saltat  Ground would have to be taken for public purposes
railway depdts. 1o
under Act VI. of 1857, or could be arranged for other-
wise. - As to the difficulty of getting the salt on to trucks, or buyinor;‘ bags in
which to send it by rail, and other matters which the Commissioner notices in
c ' the 5th-paragraph of his letter : Asthe Bombay, Baro-
ssi ’s objecti t. . . .
OTITSSIONEr'S O)eCHOS MY da, and Central India Railway rtuns through the heart

of the large salt works near Bombay, small trucks like those used by contractors
might be brought to the pan sides on 2} feet gauge Adam’s flange rails, which
could be moved about a dozen times a day when want-

Way of moving the salt from . i s
the works near Bombay to b. d. The little trucks- would shoot their contents
B. and C. I. Railway for trans-  jptg' the railway waggons, and the salt would travel to

port to depéts. . . .
the depéts loose on the waggons with an imperceptibly
small amount of wastage. It would of course never be mov_ed in the rains.

15. The depdts I should place in charge of a Government establishment,
which it wonld be easy enough to check. So many

of'f'go;‘;’f,f’,;’ef,‘i ;‘:ﬁ'ﬁmﬁ:ﬁ:’fﬁ trucks of salt delivered, weighing each a certain amount,
thoroughly and simply check-  would have to be accounted for, and an average could
« ' be struck as is.now done to account for wastage. I
cannot see any difficulties in the way of this part of the scheme ; and it does not
require to carry it out any such radicalvchange in pre-

No bouleversement of things, sent arrangements as the Commissioner seems to think
as they are requisite to earry necessitates a reference to Madras, What is being

oat the scheme. |
' done here at the salt works every day, or rather what

should be done, and is not done, that is, a properly checked system of selling
salt, could not fail to be done at the depdts, as they would be arranged.

16. T hope Mr. Dalzell’s proposal, modified as I have recommended, will

be tried by Government as a tentative measure, pre-

Mr. Dalsell’s scheme to pre- paratory to the opening of a vast salt traffic from the
foff f{::;nn:’ and to be prepare- ’Runn, which would inevitably follow upon its con-
, - nection with Ahmedabad by railway and the means 1
have written of. The Runn salt being as good as it is, if it were easy of access,
should I believe shut ‘out all other salt from the Indian consumer, except the.
Seergunda salt, and such as is produced in the North-West near the Sambur
lake. At any rate it could compete with English salt at an advantage. Itisa
a better article, certainly as far as facility of land car-
witBhu::y ssllxi a:)lfd i?n pc(‘)’r’t’é’:ct: rigge'is concefned, on which in fact hinges the whole
of permitting it to do so. question of price to the consumer; and that is a very
9 sALT . . ‘ 33



ser1 : : . .
ous matter, It is now in contemplation to raise the salt excise, and how

far th . ca .
the excise can be raised, is a question dependant on facility of carriage of
salt to the consumer, which regulates price.

17. It seems to me, that thig question Iam writing of is of very great im.
portance, and depends largely on the use of railway
Communication. It is stated in the Review of Sir
that durineg the Lo N Richard Temp.le"s .career in the Central Provinces,
: 8 ven years the retail price of salt at Nagpore has ranged
from 7} to 8} seers forthe Tupee (13d. to 2La. per pound). Since the salt trade
~and Customs department has been adapted to the requirements of railway trz'lfﬁC,
the retail price of salt at Nagpore has ranged from 921 to 141 seers for the
TUPG? (13d. to 134.) per pound. The salt revenue of this Presidency has fallen
I think from 35 lakhe alarmingly during the last three years, which is a state
1864-65t0 35 lakhs in1866.6;7  Of things not only preventible, but the lost position can
, be easily retrieved, and the revenue raised to a point

largely beyond anything which has hitherto been attained.

Importance of dealing with
salt question promptly.

18.  In the Northern and Southern Divisions of the Presidency a carefully
: reformed s is v , e
Reformation wanted jn N_D, . ystem is v fery much wanted. Things have
and 8. D. changed immensely since the Salt Department of the
I L . Presidency was placed on its present footing, and
a ,
teration is absolutely necessary to the recovery and health of the revenue.

19. The remarks made by the Commissioner in the 3id paragraph of his let-
. ~ terle; inl . . .
Not necessary to farm the -ad me to think that there would b.e no advantage in
depits on the Bombay, Ba. farming salt depdts at railway stations to contrac-
roda, and Ceutral India Rajl. t
way. - ors or others. The check on Government servants
fallib] . which could easily be applied by the ready and in.
alivle e:\itlmate oftered by the Carriage of salt in railway trucks to the depdts
:fmders it altogether unnecessary to use any other agency but the ordinary
J;)Yernment departmental means; and so far from antcipating the difficulties
which the Commissioner apprehends, the experience I had in the Department
-&ssures me, that the check at the depdts would be real instead of theoretical, as
15 the check at the salt works. I cannot see one reason for retaining the sea-

side works, and [ know of a number of what I believe to be conclusive reasons .

for closing them.

20. To sum up briefly the plan which I recommend. [ would ¢lose the
sea-side salt works between Bassein and the Runn, and
supply the demand on them from the'depéts on the
Bombay, Barods, and Central India Railway, selected by Mr. Dalzell, to which
salt would be sént from Bombay. The salt being stored in  the open air
asit is now at the sea-side works, and the sales conducted by Government
establishments, far more effectually checked, by the constitution of the depit,
thau is the case at the works, and as the same kind of salt would be shpplied, as

My recommendation.

is now produced at the sea-side works adjacent the depéts, there could be no -

¢
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objection on that head, except perhaps in a small degree at Neriad, where
Runn salt is used : but this could be met as the works at the Runn are not to be
interfered with by the modification of Mr. Dalzell’s scheme which I am

advocating. -
21. Itis now necessary for me to remark on Mr. Dalzell’s report paragraph
. by paragraph, because the statistics they contain, es-
Remarks on Mr. Dalells pecially the earlier of them, affect the positions I have
lst Teport paragrap hbypara- 1 en assuming; and I am of necessity confined to Mr,
graph. )
' Dalzell’s figures, and many of his facts, because I am

wr'iting entirely without access to salt records. .
92, [ agree with paragraph 1of the report of the 19th July 1867 to the ex-
’ b . . 3
tent, that I would close all the salt works mentioned in it except the Runn
4 B

works. :
93. The argument in paragraph 2 has great weight even if there be a mis.
” o E

take in the figures; for clearly every ounce of salt carried by the Bombay,
Baroda, and Central India Railway would be a means to enable it to float clear

of the assistance of the guarantee. |
94. The arcument contained in paragraph 3 strengthens that adduced in
. (=]

paragraph 2. . ' . '
25 .The facts and figures of paragraph 8 are very telling to establish the

position, that carriage by railway of salt ought to be availed of as much as
possible. - : ' :

96. If the statements adduced in paragraph 6 are true, (and Isee noreason
for doubting them,) of salt brought by rail from Bombay to 'Ahmedabad, a dis-

tance of 306 miles, how significant the circumstance 1s as bearing on my own

ne that the Runn is only 50 miles from Ahmedabad, and that there-
o

scheme, seei ) 0 "
fore if railway communication between the two were 1§ existance, the store

there could be supplied at one-sixth the cost of bringing salt f'rofn Bombay.

97. Paragraph 7 requires no remark.

08. I concur in what is said in paragraph 8 about the question of compen-
sation to Chiefs which could be managed easily enough. .

99. The Runn works should not be closed under any circumstz}nces.

30. Paragraphs 10 and 11 require no remark.
31. + The proposal in paragraph 12 could be insisted on in the case of the
Nawab of Cambay, whose right to keep open salt

This negotiation has been oo \would cease if we abandoned our sovereign

d by the Commissioner ‘ :

0F Customs and is under consi- right to make salt there; and we could pay him his

feration half share of the profits and supply him with - salt as
proposed.

32. 1 agree with all that is stated in paragraph 13,

33. 1 don’t think it is even questionable as stated in paragraph 14, whether

in the event of closing the works the manufacturers would be entitled to any
35



large majorit omer
ge majority of customers, who are to the castward of the line, and are supplied'

bv Brini .
ive to go westward of the line as they have now,

::;ilf:fttllli{nxclz:;i;e;l :.lt diminished 12atcs on account of having :(’) carry “salt
atler distanges tc weir eastern custoiners  and so Mr. Bellasis® appeal to the
f:l::‘:l::isb()f é)Oh_tlcal economy falls to the ground. The customers to the
Litants ;f ;:Lesiifsol;yc;lle tra-lll\)my depdts e the many. ~ The few are the inha.
even of whom would q]lf: ?; Ct;chn tlie 1'*"‘1]“"11)' and the-sea side works, many
points where are nox; btheLSC t].c depots which are nearer to them than the
Bellass' aummont sonrs bsea-svxde works. Mr.. Dalzell’s refutation of Mr.
e of wo;i;s O 0” elabsolutely conclusive as far as it deals with the
totally differentstate of ti {“ ard of tl.le Cambay fvorks. But as L have shown, a
Mr. Dagell in oxsorting l:;lgs afjftectmg'the Runn works, should have influenced
that o e mattler h; blem from his re-marks, and I feel certain he will see
: cen put before him in the form in which [ present it.

49. Tam glad to be able to support Mr. Dalzeil in all that he says in para-
T - g_‘,n"'uph.s: ‘(i, ‘7, 8, 9,10, 11, Iif, 13, 21, 22, 24, 25, 206, ex-
whit ho says sbowt the zell i cept as regards the closing of Runn works. The
2 Os:i,:] in ig.,;cfha,:; all salt  Check system at all salt works is purely theoretical.

sham- In practice it cannot be carried out. ‘Of course this

bt there must bo \rorke :;i::.zbkazlzlplijs to the arrarfgemcnts at the Runn works;
ed, it will be pravtiont 0 uttem, \ 1\\ 1en the s?a-mde works have been abolish-
tmpasible Boe b o p a closer surveillance at the Runn, which is
mossble. o tho ?)e : existence of the works to be abolished rendering it
partnent to deal adequately with so large a charge.

Lessen the ext
e extent of charce
and the ¢ i
. ge, ontrol can be made '
Runn establishments. : o more cffcient at the

50 'I_‘he i . -
. mportation into Bomb: :

d Of b N s , . .
< the matters I.Y etrortunda salt, and its bearing on
‘sur: e]"gl}lxm](i‘ salt better to r's Lam reporting on, as treated of by Mr.

ply the depits ) \ .
pits on the B. B. Dalzell at paragraph 33 and in subsequent paragraphs

:1}!:«1 C. I. R. than salt made at f hi
e sea-side works of Bombay, ©OF 1S TCPOrt, scem to me to call for very careful atten-

graph is correét con i tion. If what Mr.. Dalzell states in his 39th *para-
be broucht to I3 bCern.mg ﬂ,‘e price at which this most exccllent article could
Bai-oda aand - om lay, it .would be better to supply the depéts on the Bomb'ay

, entral India Railway with Secrgunda salt brousht b
Bombay than with the mis . © ught by sea to
1e muserable stuff made at the sca.side works near Bas

sein and Bombay ; i i
¥y 5 and if that view be accepted, there would arise a question
’

whether the-i : .
mmportation  of Seergunda salt to Bombay had better be by

ol. Tami 1 i o V W
‘ mchned to thlllk the ]‘dttel‘- agency \'Ollld be prcf'erable The
Government Cco a i .o

uld t ke 1ts excise at the Seerﬂ‘ da

The Seergunda salt to be mincs d i | \ "ln
: t by S , an it would be open to dealers to take the
enterprise. ’ xci i y y S v
prise excise pald salt where the liked. If they chose to

oo to Bombs : . 1
38 g mb‘"ay, to sell along the'line of the .Bombay,

- —

for Government to keep the depdts open, they cou

e e o

Baroda, and Central India Railway, where our depbts were, selling the sea-side
ence by customers for the better article rendered it unnecessary

salt, and prefer
1d be shut with profit to Go-

vernment, and without inconvenience to any body else.

rds this part of the inquiry, I would open works at
Seergunda, take excise there, and leave it to dealers

G ment works to be . .
open?ém;t geergl(l)nda, D e to go where they like, and in the event of any of them
taken there, in hopes that the  (}qocing the markets supplied by the depbts ‘on the

salt would find its way to ) )
Bombay to supply the depdts Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway, I would

on the B. B. & C. I. Railway. do ever
le to sustain it in taking the place of the depéts. In

52. So that as rega

competition, so as if possib
short, I would begin with
Bombay in the hope that facilities offered at Seergun

article of that place being supplied to the depbt markets, by private traders.
53. Itnow only remains for me to exhibit what I conceive would be the
attitude of Government if Mr. Dalzell’s scheme were accepted with the modifi-

cation I propose.

damight end in the good

Government establishments at Seergunda to supply

. 1. There would be
a1l Sind and the northern markets with excise paid
' I believe an Act of

Summary of my_ proposals oa1¢ of an excellent sort.
and attitude in which Govern- N ) ‘
ment would be if they were Legislature would be necessary for this; at any rate
acted on. some four yeérs ago when I was in the Salt De.

partment, salt produced in Sind did not pay excise.

d be Government establishments at the Runn better
to supply an excellent salt to markets
arket supplied by the Seergunda
ailable to carry out the scheme 1

2. There woul
looked after than is now possible,
n the north and east the m

orks would be av
Ahmedabad and Veerumgaum railway

adjoining o
works; and the Runn 'w

have proposed in connection with the

when it is made.

3. There would be depdts at railway
and Central India Railway having Government establishments of an inexpen-

sive and simple character, which could barely cheat, to take the place of the
sea.side works between Dassein and the Runn, and to supply the markets
now dealing with the sea.side works, with at the outset Bombay salt, which
is no better, and no worse, than what is being now sold at the sea-side
works, and afterwards with Seergunda salt or Runn salt. This last contin-
gency depending on whether the Seergunda salt established itself first, or
whether the completion of the railway from Ahmedabad to the neighbour-
" hood of theRunn occurred before the Seergunda salt hag obtained a footing ;
and whichever won the race would seem to me to be a matter of indiffer-
s far as the Government interests are concerned: ’

stations on the Bombay, Baroda,

ence a
‘And when I have added, that this position could be attained easily

54.
and immediately, or say within three months, with advantage of all sorts, especi-
11 saLT 39

y thing that could be done to encourage the

Government depdts supplied with inferior salt from
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55. inki .
. roo dI thgk it due to myself to state, that in a letter dated 25th July 1865, :
foIr) P ose fo r. George Inverarity, then Commissioner of Customs, the scheme |
o 3 ¥y 3 . . ' . ’
using railways ‘for salt traffic, which I addressed to Government a month ago
folutt ]

‘and that ¥ . o ] ;
Mr. Inverarity was pleased to inform me, that he considered my argu-

ments co i

would ha:dus]lve. He also told me, that had he continued in the service, he
cOmcurr(me P a(;ed my proposals before Government with the weight of his full
o f‘czlan support to back it; and it is curious, that until I received the
ofpthe uz fr. 'Il)alzellfwluch [ am writing of, I did not know that the question

e of railways for the carri
myself, y ‘ arriage of salt had been mooted by any body but
I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
) ‘ G. W. ELLIOT,
- Acting Collector.

P.S.— i ith yc ‘
. S.—The accompaniments forwarded with your letter No. 748 of 25th
ebruary 1868 are herewith returned.

Memo e disposition
w-r(.zndum on the Preventive dispositions against Salt smuggling '
in the Northern Division of the Bombay Presidency. \

’I"mnlti\:int;i: ‘::nzttittacll to this report a few ‘words.drawing attention to the
They sost beuevyebmeasures of the Northérn Division against smuggling.
trust myself 1o e ah out ha?fa lakh of rugees per annum, and I do not like to
laining what theyd:w at. I. think f)f' thfa ser.vlce. [ will content myself with ex-
" mil: o ispositions are. The hne.a of posts commences from a point
: s. o the southward of Gogo, and continues to the Runn, at or near Patree,
‘;:un(;nf:; :(:)znqil;en, heartless, m‘eanipgless way to Fhe northward, skirting the
JLunt es and then tending north-east to near Mount Aboo, after which
the.lme takes a sweep to the southward, and comes to a stand still at the Edur
ttarrltory,' which it would go through if it could, to shut out Marwar salt; but a
SIX y.egzrst’ negociation with the Maharajah of Edur, and a correSponden::e con-
cerning it, which weighs many hundredweights, has failéd to produce any result
save annoyance to every body who has ever had ﬁny thing to do with it ; an(;
lia.s left' the: frontier line stranded to the northward of the Edur ffontier; Past
this point it ought to proceed unbroker to Dohud, but as_it can’t, after a ga
of morc than 70 miles of Edur territory, it terminates misérably in athorougil?

good-for-nothing line of posts reaching to Dohud.
- I haiwe. purposely given this meagre sketch of the frontier arrangement ;
£ a ) |
usiz)t. is absolutely a skeleton. I can’t even call it a corpse, though it is

~ sometimes of oue underpaid,

e

(3

ting the

I beljeve its length is nigh on 900 miles coun
detailed

dead and utterly useless. .
and describe it without an attempt at

Edur gap, and I call it a skeleton,
re is no accuracy about it,

frontier posts ought to I
d spaces between the so-called posts

he bones of a skeleton-
consists of two,

accuracy, because the
coherence such as a line of- jave to give them even a
semblance of vitality. ‘The empty unguarde
have always reminded me of fleshless places between t

The posts if placed at all, which is by no means always the case,
attawalla, separated from the next

les, sometimes by a greater distance. The

post are not supposed ever to communicate one with another. But an Inspec-
of them, fixed upon no priuciple, that could ever have
long the line as often as he likes, or

ced not at all, as in reality I believe he does not: but even if he
He is usually a Brahmin, always some body who
rk in an office ; and if he had not been, and

1d he possibly do with posts placed as they
through the unguarded miles be-

miserable P

post, generally by about three mi

tor in charge of a number
had a méaning in it, is supposed to pass a

oftener, or ind
did, he would be of no use.
has been brought up to do wo

were fit for active work, what cou

ngglers preferring to pass
to going to them to deliver themselves up ; and without a

smuggler did so, I cannot conceive how he could be caught or interfered with.
He would absolutely have to go to a post, awake or find the Puttawalla or Putta-
wallas, and say to them: This is my salt, it is going to be smuggled. Takeme
at once.” I wrote yoluminously on ¢his matter while I wa
er of Customs, N. D., but I must belicve that the tedious length of my reports
utility ; at any rate, 1 used to hear that they would be

Commissioher had time to take up SO large a subject. I
a hope, that any change made in the interior
D., may embrace 2 re-arrangement of the

are, to prevent s
tween the posts,

operated against their
considered when the
will take leave of it by expressing
economy of the Salt Department, N.
Preventive frontier. ’ :

G. W. ELLIOT.
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A C " Revexue DepaRmyENT.

. Dombay Castle, 92nd May 1868,

{ l[emorandﬁnj by Mr. G. W. Elliot, -,,Acting" Collector of Kaira, ?datcd 21st January

' ' 1868—Submitting a proposal to close all sea side Salt Works between the Runn
{ ' and Bassein, and to use the five works at the Runn as the source of supply toa
great Salt Store to be established at Ahmedabad. . A ‘

“February 1868—Forwarding, with his observations and opinion, two reports from

. his Assistant, Mr. Dalzell, who proposes that the Salt Works north of Bassein be
suppressed, and that the Districts of the Northern Division be supplicd with
salt from Bombay by means of Depots at certain stations on the line of the
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway; and suggesting that extracts from
Mr, Dalzell’s reports rclative to Sirgunda salt in Sind be forwarded to the
_Government of Madras, who might think it desirable to invite tenders for the
supply of it at their Depots, instead of the marine salt of the salt works in the

~ vicinity of Bombay. . R S S :
Memorandum from the Commissioner of Customs, Salt and Opium, No. 637, dated

liDG.‘n‘

- Submitting his observations and opinion on Mr, Dalzell’s scheme. :

ResoruTion.—The question discussed in these papers is one of great import-

* ance. Mr. Elliot, the Acting Collector of Kaira, deserves the acknowledgments

* of Government for the trouble he has taken in explaining the views he bas
: formed after long experience in the Department. R
¢ 7 9. TIis proposals to use the Railway from Vecrungaum to Ahmedabad to

. convey the produce of the Runn works are certainly premature, for the Railway

 has not been made, and is not yet even sanctioned. Dut the very great import-

! ance of this line in reference to the Salt Works on the Runn appears not to have
% been brought forward with sufficient prominence in the discussions on the !

gf”propriety of making this line. The Commissioner of Customs should be requested
: to submit a statement of the average produce of salt at the Runn Works, and its
tvalue. This statement, with extracts from the present correspondence, shewing
“the importance‘of the line to the Salt ‘Works, :

-t Railway Department for consideration.

% . 8. However, as the Railway is not yet s
'based on the existence of a Railwnyfrom Patree.a

tentertained. . oo b
£, T R Vo te e i
g 4. There are in any caso gbjections ol great W '
é‘ehce for a supply of salt on any onc source of.supply.- This consideration would be
,;

é?“ﬁl‘{ly,“but it f'm*nis;hcs_a strong argument in
‘given by Mr. Elliot against Mr. ’ ‘
§3it Works, and depend exclusively on the works near Bombay. .. .

; 5. O tlis proposal Goverument “concur - with “both Mr. Bellasis and
Mc. Robertson. - It is clear that no consideration of favor to the Railway should

induce Government to lessen the sources of supply of a necessary of life, and if

the Railway Company were favored with a monopoly of salt carriage ‘and salt
depots such as Mr. Dalzell contemplates, the results which usually follow all
gpongpohgs may be anticipated, and the public will suffer seriously. |

L - g e
N Vo . . s e e e e *
[ = e . w0y e i e A

& e iy Rt g S e T s e :

© Letter from the Commissioner of Customs, Salt and O‘piﬁm, No. 483,' dated 19th 3

might then be forwarded to the :

Fa ey

2mr A f Lagh E E wketp he arer Yd ie

G

i

e LT

P R

£ 7" "ond March 1868—Forwarding, with his observations, a report by his Deputy, Mr,
Dalzell, regarding the retail prices of salt at the several cities on the Railway i

* Letter from Mr. G. .W. Elliot, Acting Collector of Kaira, dated 4th March 1868— -
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nd Veerungaum, cannot be ;

f great weight to resting our depend- ‘
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against Mr, Elliot’s view  that Government should rely exclusively on tho Runn
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"addition to the very cogent reasons -
Dalzells proposals to shut up all the Northern *
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6. It seems that Mr. Dalzell's refoxm Legins at the ‘Wrong end Tostead

of Government forcing the people to take mxlway carried smlt because it is

~ cheaper and better than other salt, Govermment should rather leave it to private
“enterprise, and the Railway Compauy to develope the trade, and “convince the
consumers that salt so carried is, as asserted by Mr. Dalzell, better and cheaper.
When the consuuier is so convinced, all other salt will naturally fall into dis- g ’
favour, ‘and Government will dose works at which no salt is manuf’%ctured S ’
Thus the end desired will be attamcd by legitimate means, and not by a, violation
of the true punmplcs Wluch ought- ‘to 1erru1ate Government mtexfelence in such o

" mattels

7. There are some Surmestzons in this cor respondence thch demand early

" attention from the Commlsswner. Thus Mr. Elliot states that 70 per cent. of

t}le salt stored at the Runa is w asted to the grievous loss of the manufacturers,
if not of the rey enue, ‘Enquiry should be made as to the best mode by which

: such Ioss may be prevented.

t (81 Amun,,m takmw StOCk at the WOI’I\S, a dlﬂ'erence of 25 per cent. s
stated by Mr. Dalzell to be usually admissible. It does not scem creditable to-

the many able Officers in the Department that not one of them has yet devised -

some system which may correct this evil, and the Commlssmner of Customs
~should turn his attention to this point. ‘ ‘

9. It is quite clear, from the concurrent testlmony of all Officers of expem-
enc(:; who have been employed in the department, that the subordinates are .
underpaid, and that any establishments to be maintained must be put on a more

| Z’tlsﬂlctory footing. The subject of the revisionof establishments is now before
: Mm ernmeut, and the facts ‘stated in this correspondence will be borne in mind.
r. Dalzell states that at least 10 per ceut. of the. salt- made passes from the- '

“01];8 free of duty, and this is owing to the untrustworthiness  of - those who are
employed on the works. It will be useless to give high salaries for supervision
and for inspection if | .those who are tr usted . w Lth the executive dutxes are not -
Sufﬁcxently pald , ‘ '

10. The Pxeventlve Service also suﬁ‘ers fxom the same canse. It is evident:

ly underpaid, and also undermanned, and in this branch also increase will be
. nhCCGSSfuy, but it does not follow, as Mr. Dalzell seems to suppose, that because 7,
the establishments on their pwsent footing are untrustworthy,- therefore no -

means can be devised for i improy ing them aud making them efhc;ent

1L M. RObmtSOn s suggestions in pqrwnaph 8 of his letter” for a reference

.to the Madras Government 1e"ardmw the Sirgunda salt should be carried out.-

Extracts from this corxospondence on the same subject should be sent to the

- Commissioner in Sind, who may be reminded that under the recent decision of

the Government of India removing the additional duty which was before laid on
the Sind salt, it will probably be possﬂ)le for him to induce mer chants or others
to tl'Y a"‘am to develope the wreat fields of salt near errrunda ! ~

, 'M J. SHAW STEWART
 Acting Chicf Secretary to Govemmeut

G W, ELLIOT, I}sq . Actmg Collector of Kalm, :
- The CoauIsstoNER of CusToss, SALT and OPIUM, W’xth cop1es of the

The CoMMISSIONER in SIND, | N papers.
" The Govmmm:w of MADRAS (by letter) L e .
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To the CHIEF S

SIR —In forwarding the accompan
lumon of this Government of this day’s date,

the attcntmn of th
- 36 to 54 of the report from Mr. P.
- relative to the natural salt dcposxts in tho | f

of Smd‘

ECP]]TARY to the GOVERNMEN of M &DI AS.

‘To 1982 OF 1868 -
» o \

o . } /.‘ vastur DEMRTMENT

Bambay Castle, 92nd Ma Y. 1868

ying proceedmf's cndmrr with the lwso-

No. 1981 Iam dxrected to dr.xw

e Government of Madras to the romm ks made in pmramaphi
M. Dulzcll No. 16, dated 8th January -last, ; J

becrﬂunda cu,cL in she I’rovm(e)
I h‘a%‘e the lionor to be, ?
Your most obedmnt Scrvant,

}Actmg Cluef Secrctary to Governmcnt. '
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