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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
.27th May 1868.

No. 603. - Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th May 1868 :—
Read Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 22nd
July, 1867, No. 1,665, requesting the Board to submit a Memorandum, furnishing
certain information required by the Government of Ceylon, regarding the assesse
pent of land tax and water-rate on intigated land, &e. '

Resolved that the Memorandum called for in the foregoing order be subrmtted
to Government for transm1ssmn to the Governmenb of Ceylon.

] ME M ORANDUNM.
1. 'The ancient assessment on irrigated land in the Madras Presidency was in all cases 3

- gonsolidated payment, which represented in one sum, the assessment of the land and the charge

for its irrigation,
2. 'The incidence of this assessment varies according to the nature of the soil and the charac-

ter and influence of the irrigation, and ranges from 2 Rupees an acre to 8 and 9 Rupees.
3. The system of a consolidated tax is considered the most appropriate for lands irrigated

. under the vast number of small reservoirs or tanks scattered over the country, and which are

maintained in an efficient state, at the public cost, with the proviso that repzurs costing less than

- 20 Rupees shall bo executed by the ryots at their own charge.

4. Dut since extensive systems of river and channel 1rr1gat1on, commandmo large tracts of
country, have been undertaken both by the Govemment and by private Companics, a water-rate,
distinct from the land-tax, is levied as the most convenient form of realizing the return on the
money expended in constructing the extensive and costly works necessary to ensure and distrie
bute the water-supply.

5. In the Deltas of the Godavery and Kistna rivers, the Ma,dras Government levy a waters -
rate of 4 Rupees per acre on lands which pay a separate land-tax, varying according to their
cla.ssiﬁcatxon In Kurnool the Irrigation Company charge 6 Rupees per acre for the water supe
phed for rice crops, the land-tax being still the revenue of Government. The rules under which
the Government and the Company respectlvely levy these rates, as well as Act VII of 1863

(Madras), which has direct reference to the subject, are enclosed for reference. No demand is
made by the State for an increased rate of assessment when irrigation is provided by ryots
at their own cost, as in the case of wells, or where streams otherwise not utilized are diverted,
and availed of ; but, in the latter case, the Government reserve to themselves their seigneurial
right to deal with such streams hereafter, should it be thought desirable. Ryots repairing, ab
their own cost, tanks abandoned by the Government Engineers as profitless, are allowed' to
-gultivate lands commanded by such tanks, without water charge, and they are at hberty ta

turn the water to account as they please.
/ | ~ (Signed) A. MicGREGOR,
. . Acting Secretary.
~ (True Copy.) . ' ‘
- (Signed) H. SEWELL,
Acting Under Secretary to Government, -

Exd. S. T. Angustin.
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REVEXTE DEPARTMENT,.
- Fort St. GEORGE,
;‘ 27th May 1868.
{' No. 604. .
; ‘ No. 1,470.
S\ .
‘ Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, Coroxso. .
Sie,

' Miscellancons With reference to paragraph 2 of

. ) your letter dated 20th June 1867,

; Proceedings Board e dated 15th Ms No. 23, I am directed to forward the
- Procee ¢ , dat t . . ey e

1868,13%1?11 ecx’l'::lioszres.venue .a ° v accompanying Memorandum (Wlth‘ 1ts

- cnclosures) from the Madras Board of

Revenue, containing the information required by the Government of Ceylon respect-
ing the assessment of land tax and water-rate on irrigated land in this Presidency.-

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
_ Secretary to Government,

Exd. 8. T, Angustin,
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