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No. 286 Read the followmrr letter from the Acting 3rd \Icmber of the Board

of Revenue, on. tour, to the Chief Secretary to Govemment Fort St. .
Georrre, datcd Cluttoor, 5th J anuary 1868 —
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; 1. Ihavo %pent two (lays in conductmr" a thorou"h 1nqu1ry amongst the
oL - ** people into the condition of the Chen. *
. ‘ Chendra,gm Talook. * - - dragiri talook, accompaniced by thelocal !

}

Arca 553 gquare-miles. l’opulatlon 91,275 (or \ - ‘ ‘
165 to theqsquarc-mlle ) Agricultural popula- officers. It consists of the upper valleys

tion 58,993, Miscellancous populanon 31,280 of the Surnamuky river and its hill ¢
i " affluents. - From its condition the state -
of the Ixalahastrl Zemmdan, whlch lies lower down the valley, may be fairly esti-
mated and the condition of the upper parts of the SurnamuLy valley, no doubt

7 ro-appoars in the lower tracts throurrh which this nver passes in N. cllore.
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2.” The ram-fall of the year was ir-

LT e

e Averago of ~ | regular, and, on the whole, very dcﬁcien't{ . ;
} Months. threo years,| In1860. | In1867- |- The total rain-fall has been measures
. - : . 24-4-0, sgainst an average of measures |
; ] " ~ s S N - .. - H
. IMay o | 16 T e voeeen | 43-3-T. The rain-fall was insufficient =
! {June -0 .| 26 0] ... | 25 0] in Augustand September, and not well !
poidaly ol 1220312600 24 00 4. g ericultural .

' {August . |82 0135 o] 55 o] distributed; agricultural operations were
7 :September "...| 46 7 13 2 0| 31 0] therefore thrown late, and inferior dry: l

¢ . jOctober... -...{ 583 0|127 0] 64 0 . - T . } ;
* | November .| 05 3|37 0] 00 0 la.nd Crops Werc moro extenrslvel} sub- -
- | December - ...| 65 7| 70 0{ 14 o stituted than usual for the ordinary wet !

C " - .. f ° . . ';‘

¢ Total ... |45 5 7|43 3 0|24 4 o| Srains for the firsterop. Duringthe last
. S two months of the- ‘year, when ‘ten to |
3 : . : ‘fiftceri measures of rain should havo !
fallen, there was no rain: the slwht fall shewn in December consisted of mere pass-- ?

‘ing showers, which sulﬁced to keep pasture alive, but lxttle more, -

K

3. The tanks of the talook (both public and private) number 234. None' of
them reccived at any time more than two to three months’ supply, and at this
* - moment only forty are not absolutely dry: most of the latter will not last over
3 this month. The large Perur tank, which uamllv lasts. through eight months, 1s
. abs. )lutely dry, and the other punmpal -tank (Pedrla Pak"zla) of the talook has.
about fiftcen days’ sunPlV for tlxe cattle only remaining. The a"rxculture of the
talook is (lep(,ndnnt in a great measure, on its river-channéls (ninety-one in number)
and spring-channcls (228). No fresh occurred in the Surnamuky river, and the
river-channels had no adequate supply at any period of the year. Many of them
have now ncarly cemsed -all aro fast drying up. . The spring-chanunels, too, have
compamtwcl) failed ; those which are still running are flowing as fecbly as they
* usuzlly do in-the month of April. The wrxculture dependent on both “elasses of
. channels has, therefore, never had a chance. F inally, agricultural wells, likewise,

. are now too low to bring to maturity more than half of the crops usually depen-
dent upon them at ’thisitime, and the sugar-cane is scarce and poor. \ -
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"4. "The conscquence of the above conditions has been a serious disaster to :
‘the agricultural produce under every, head throughout the talook. -
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Proceedzrgs Of the ﬂ[adraa overnment Revenue Department, '
' 18th January 1868. . - - , . '

Proceedmos of the Madras Gorernmeit, Revenue Department C
. 18th January 1868. : '

- . -

{ Actual holdings cxclusive 5. The Revenue account shew an  points from ‘the sufferers themselvcs ; but tlio facts clicited in a careful inquiry,
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Of]rcgmqmlsmgeftltkand n- | NOT HLOTGRED. | areq of cawnies 14,040 of land (9,713 of T durlng which I have ‘been in commumcatmn with a large body of the principal ;
g nim |= ’ , ¢ : y ' :
c;ft::- theazqualapgnod | Arca. |Per cent.! dry and 4,328.of xyct),tak.en‘up lf)’ the . - farmers and village officers of the talook, lead to the abave conclusions, and the local
: — — farmers at the usual time, bel.ng an Y | oﬁicers, asat present informed, do not consider the results as so stated, cxaggerated.
' | In 1866 In 1867.| -| apparent increase of 2,780 cawnies, or o hogooe - Be this as it may, there can be no doubt that very  serious disaster has overtaken
Cawnies. {Cawnies, | Cawnies. 016 too the d t ken it it v Y
Dry. | 7,050 | 9,713 | 1,580 | 16:2.| <*© Per ccul., OVCr incarca undertane L by _the agriculture of the year ; and the’ grains which have suffered most are those
Wet. | 4,210} 4,328 807 | 207 | during the previous year. The préva- j = * which form the staple food of the laboring classes, and arc least likely to ve bupp.m.
| 11,260 {14,041 | 2,477 176 | lent anticipation of a fuvo.rable scason | ; 't by the ordinary operations of trade. : SN
Defll:;i;cos ogmm | o “led to the farmers Ientem;lg into cxtended : E’ | e , 9. DPrices remain pretty stationary, with an upward tendency The crops P
plonghed..-] = » .| cngagements; but, of the area so pro- _ i ; aEe " such as they are bemﬂ' in the markets at present, a rapid rise is reasona.bly ’ o
Cultivated ... | 11,564 - posed'to be brouWht under the plongh, . { i anticipated. - o : , - ! S
169 b ofdry 1 4 1 00 2477 ?awnlelzs, 31' 17:6 p((;r cclnt ;’“:1 J g . - 10, Scarcxty of Water for domestic purposes and for the cattle will become -
d P:l' tCIC“ o TY1 3}“1 an 9y 7 per cent. ‘()1 wet lan “ma“;e u’;lp ;’u"’h‘*‘ : ! i a scrious inconvenience as the year advances. The wells are as low now as they =~ = . |
?n a u: 1fer area, r;luc 1 x:;s Itlzotth cen aacertame Waz not ZOWH’ t 1oug hp oughe ] . ; ) usually are when the weather is far advanced, and many must soon become abso- = -
c;r1 ;:in l)o r:lnt : hus ;lttl a(:; ere \;vas no (;ncreasel ut a decrease in the a(rlnount - e lutely dry. Still so far as I could learn, sufficient drinking water will be forthcom- o ’
' fh o x;;)u iuto . cultivation an SOWF uring the past year as compare with q : t ing to sustain life, of man and beast, even in-the less favorable localities.. In the Ty A
° pGe\ I?I‘hs Y eatr. 1 cultivati f i ) 1 ' - o meantime the attention of the local officers will be given to this matter, and should A
c actual cultivation was further scriously aﬁ'c,cted Of the WET kmd‘ : i b these antlupatlons prove too sano'ume, wellq for 1mprovcment (with md from - oy

R

a much increascd area was put under, as above stated, inferior dry land crops (Raggy,

, z o .
T special sources will be put in hand. S o -
- Cumbu, Cholum, and Waragu), instead of the more remunerative crops usually % ! -11.  The Z:attle havll fodder for the present There are the remains of last - . B
.cultivated in consequence of the deﬁcwncy of water in the tanks and channels, and 3 N ) : year % stacks ; the farm-stock is feeding on the withered crops, and the hills afford S
unfavorable prospccts of the advancing season, and a smaller area than usual was.” BN means of pfxsture not found in other talooks, so that for the present the farm-stock Lab

put under rice as the sccond crop. The preciso breadth of wet land, which was
thus put under less remunerative crops than usual, is varloualy stated by the farm-
ers themselves, at from one-fourth . to threc-fourths of the whole area, according to

the situation of their village : under the hills tho area was larger, under channels less.

On the whole, the local officers and myself cannot estimato the extent of wet land -

put under dry crops at less than one-fourth to three-eighths more than in ordmary 'i ;
~ years. A considerable arca of two-crop land was only put under crop once.-. The -
out-turn-of the harvest from wet or irrigated lands for both crops cannot be taken

higher than five-cighths of the wsual crops, as corrected by the local officers ; for ST
the farmers themselves estimate it below one-half of the usual yield. ‘

o A

2 secems to be not badly oﬁ' and contmues healthy There 18 no epldemtc disease at K
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present amongst- them. . : )
~. 12.. The population of the talook is 91,275, of which 58 993 arc returned as R

acrrleultum! " The cultivators of the talook are for the most pfn-t peasant farmers,

- -~—«~and donot employ farm servants, but the above includes the pcrmunent farm servants

_ A bhedtgar, ar, &e,)of the talook. The actual cultivators and their servants have the A -

T means of livelil hood ; for the present ‘there is no immediate indication of the farm .. - . 8

servant being turned adrift on the labor market, alwa,ys a last resource Wlth - &

‘farmers in this country. Itis threatened however: - T
13. Thirty-two thousand (32, 282) persons arc returned as non-acrncultuml .
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‘ evenTz;t t ;:; :Z;::;Iswiinlj?fgzi :;tab](::i :t;a(.}t;)ld thcla sowing fell late, and the rain-fall : In tho towns of Tirupatty and. Chendragiri, and their neighbourhoods, there isa : ;
gt a good start, The crops grown on dry | 8.130( Unsown, and the sowings did not P considerable nnacellaneous and wealthy population, which is safe, but notwithstand: ; l‘;
- November, and December, and. are harv}; b:‘r:i Sﬂeflﬂmr‘i rain throuwhout October, e : ) ing a wide margin left for these, the- laboring class, whlch lives from™ hand to N
- January and February. Deficient rain in O et bc lefly latg in December and in . g 1 “ . . mouth in this talook, is large. The means of employment at present open to these IR i;g
in'November and Dee ember, have had Ct Od er, and the entire failure of ramv; T S are, collecting wood in the hills (in which they are somewhat hampered by the S ;f ;-
ol broduce of fhis da,ss ot In da (xinOa 1sz}strous effect on the whole agri- A l P " necedful forest rules), service of pilgrims, and public works including railway work. . L .,‘?-_;
NO Indigo (a crop of cODSlderabIe im Zrt( ry), 1;}1 act caused almo:,t total failure. o ! .7 . Work must in all likelihood bo found for an increasing number of theso as the }ear ’ a
? (a coarse grain,  which forms an 1mp rtzn:e It" lefta;ook) was sown ; the Waragu . ‘ L ; -+ advances. Itwill, therefore e desirable at once to extend the operations of Public . L
" and gram have :zn tirely withered ; ‘;po di tﬂ ! “;g‘; the food of ﬂ“" lower classes) . Y y! " Works Department, ‘and allow the Revenue authorities to exceute some irrigation e é
 tho Raggy, Chol ,Yd C ne 1t would be unsafe to estlmatc the yield of ‘ E% works. * Indced, the dxlapldatcd state of many of the ex1stmfr tanks and-channels has _ S
L ggy, Cholum, an umbu crops ‘at more than one-fourth of the nrdmary out- . <l reatly armmvatcd prescnt difficultics. - g - B
turn.'. InAfact, probably ) scventy ﬁVe tO ewhty per cent of the dry crops has been r% a s € 14, Several commuriications, as per R
‘ IOSt e = R R AT : : S I Extcn?og 0f7 b{::m:ttmiga;“" II;):E::T:K margin, have been sanctioned for partial L
- 8. 5 It is not eqsy, undcr the prcsent cu:cumstzmccs of thls dxstrxct and in the o :t?lrg;te Ifupees 390()3” o _expenditure from Local Funds during = ( -
: ,: face _Of the commrr Jamabundy, to arrlve at a very precxse estn.nate on the ubo ‘ { L o 11, Completion of 'lrlpatty and Pudy road this year, and are in progre'ss. The | +
aee T i vo . £ HI Extension of do. do.. allotment must be added to in antici- ° R
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pation of next}ears Budget, - and tho balance. of the estimate expended during . &:) ' | I’ROCI}EDINGS Qf the ﬂlADI’AS GOVERNDIENT t
> the next four months, The road noted ) ‘ ,1,1
From Chendragiri to Rangampet, lea'imﬂ' to thc in the nmrﬂ'm, aheady sanctwned for - . Un der Ja f’ / : : e

Nag A ' - ¢ the ( ) - :

;‘;zg‘;;;gg S yDhecmarerain and Nagofally - gt 0f 156869, should ikewiso be put - | /8T &w/’ 18647 I
. “in handat once, with an allotment of . . : i . {1
¢ Rupeos 3,500. A number of well- distributed and highly remunerative 1rmrat10n Rk . - .

(river and spring-channcl) works have been fully discussed, and:aro in abeyance

7. i

. for want of fuids. These must be put in hand, with spccml allotments to meet ' , T - : T (7 %Lé{ /% / " ro \sv

. progressive pressure. I will submit a statement in form' of all propoced WorLs in ' 3 S / *
the course of a few days. - = . : . _ / : SR ' s . L W«f%/ ém/% (i(yZCoty/

~While writing on this talook, it will be demmble to allude to the Kalahastri

. Zcmindary, lower down the va]ley of the Surnamuky river.. There is little hope J . ‘ . : ('5 (’///é » C//;/ s /“*/é,‘z /Z’//ﬁ e 4 //
: that this tract is in any respectin a better condition than the ‘Chendiagiri talook ; o ‘ . 7 L

but during the time of the pressure, last year, the Zemlndar used his influence to § N . 0 -
impede the export of the grain grown in his Zemmdar) -There was consequently ' : o ﬁéV&LWK)
ww! /a/ug

abundance, and reasonable prices ruled. It seems likcly that he will, right or wrong

do the same again, and Government interference, even if desuable, would not lead» ‘ .
% Cosi /;é,,//% (/Waw
/ (, (5% Jc / A /f ? W .

toany practical result. There will probably, therefore, be a fair supply of food to E}
bc had 1f money to purcha;c it can be carned. Inthe meantnne the two great roads §
/ @M ) ‘ - 7
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v . ., _ now in _progress, noted in the marD‘m
Tripatty Stmon to I\mdupettah ‘
Br:mch for do. to Vcnl\ata'rm (N ellore District.)

’
afford abundant employment for any

: _. -laboring poor requiring Wan‘es, and - the
g allotmcnts can be added to if ‘the domand for wages should outrun the sanctioned
allotment before the close of the year. The works must be pushed on Wxth the |}
- assurance that further funds will be forthcoming when required. x
{14, "There is no immediate necessity to open relief houscs at present in_any |},
part of this district ; howeyer should the necessity arise, the centres of suffering have |

.

,,

M /éz/j/) ;r/wrat//f

b been carefully 'xscertamcd, and it will only be necessary to revive the judicious ' o e v ' y

- ¢ arrangements of last year. The local officers are on the Watch and will antlmpate : ) ) ' _ . . Llescet // / / // //! s ftodes ,

_. any necessity and stimulate local charity. . _ : = o . C T ‘ . *
No. 287. . OPDER TIIEPEON, '18th January 1868 No. 1450 - ~: | A B Lo o T ) ‘ ' A/w/‘/ /’”f%%wg ces / /7“ .
; Miscellancous. _ = The Govnrnment awaxt the list of it i ) ' ’ o / e N ‘// '
: - proposed works promised at-the close | . oo : D : ote) / / ? ceree /3 '~7"

of paragraph 14 ; but mcanwhile they
authomze Mr. Robmson to put in hand any Local Fund 'WcrLs pronded for in thio ;

next year’s Budget, which it may be desirable at once to undertake in antlclpatxon, ; ' R : | | - s Pl eret e / é / [t // Ceet ! ’
.7 as ameans Of pr OVldlnf’ employment for laborers thrown out of WOIL h R F - S _ ({ / '}
: ,'* LTI (True Extract) e . . ; L . . . ' /}{/JU L/%Z’ a/ pdzzd/ AK/ _
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