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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
261/ May 1868.

No. 578. Read the following letter from II. RIVETT-CARNAG, Esq., Cotton

' Commissioner for the Central Provinces and the Berars, to the Secretary
to the Government of Madras, dated Camp at Oomraotee, 18th March 1863
No. 1,001 :— ;

‘1. With reference to your No. 2,425, dated 16th October 1867, I have the
honor to inform you that a supply of Hingunghat Cotton-seed, the partlculars of
which are annexed, has been forwarded to your address.

2. I cnclose a copy of a brief memorandum regarding the Hingunghat plant,
drawn up at the suggestion of some officers in Bengal, and I shall bo glad if it
should prove of any assistance to you in conducting the experim2nts you propase
to undertake.

3. I should consider it a great favor if, at the close of the season, you could
conveniently favor me with information regarding the results of your experimonts
in the form, copy of which is annexed to this memorandum.

4. An account of the expenses incurred in purchasing and forwarding the

seed will follow.

MEMORANDUM,

1. Two thousand pounds of Hingunghat sced have been forwarded through Messrs; -

Nicol & Co. to Boypore. The bags are markod @

2. Twelve spare copies of the memorandum ara enclosed, and Mr. Rivett-Carnac would bo
glad if a record could be kept, in the form annexed, of the result of tho experiments. He would
particularly urge the importance of tho establishing of soed-gardens, and the selection of sead
on the plan noticed in the memorandum.

No. 579, Onprr ThEREON, 26th May 1868, No. 1,459.

Miscellaneous.
Board of Revenue in continuation of

G. 0., 9th instant, No. 1,290, with the
request that they will report the results of tho caltivation of this cotton seed in the

‘form desired by the Commissioner.

(True Dxbract )
(Signed) W.IIUDLESTON,

Secrelary to Government.

. o tho Board of Revenue:

,, III Rivctt'carnac, ESQ.

Exd. 8. T, Augustini
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5 s S / S i E . As several gentlemen, who are desirous of making experiments in Bengal this season with
{, e | /A_IQ,__,_,, el /fz_f‘w Gt ie 2 i IIingm.\glmt cottoo seed, h.a\:e req.uested me to giYe them _information on .certain. points .
: - o P ' ] { regarding the Jocality and soil in which the cotton thrives, and the manner of its cultivation,
“' L, / Z laes 2t I e et cee 8T - \ ! I' 1 have drawn up the'following brief note which, I hope, may be of some use to those who
i } . . ‘\ Al Jro W % 1 are inclined to assist in extending the cultivation of this superior class of indigenous cotton.
t . 'i R Hingunghat cotton is grown in the Wurdah district of the Central Provinces in the R
N g | i . ’ neighbourhood of the town of Hingunghat—an important cotton market—from which place
PN ) . ‘ | ‘ the cotton takes its name. ) 1
| ) ’ , The cotton i3 celebrated for its cleanness (freedom from leaf and dirt), brightness of colour, 1
. ; . . length, strength, evenness, and silkiness of staple. In all these points—all of which are regarded - T
i ' as of great importance by the spinner—the Hingunghat variety is superior to most of the j

Indian cottons. As compared with the cotton of Bengal, that grown in the Hingunghat -
s being superior in all the respects noticed above, is particularly glossy and

country, beside
wooly and dull in appearance, and rough and harsh to the touch. «

soft, whilst Bengal Cotton is

There can be little doubt that the superior quality of this cotton is to be attributed to the
physical advantages of the tract in which it is grown. The Wurdah district is sitnated on the .
. northern extremity of the great Decean sheet of trap, which extends from Mudnoor—far south |
o in the territory of H. H. the Nizam—to the low Lills which form the northern boundary of ;‘ e wj

the Wurdah district. The height of the cultivated plateau is not more than 900 foet ahove the - -
¢ pegur” or black cotton soil composed of the debris

logical formation of the distriet. The following
1 from Ansted’s Geology p. 343 :—

=
- {

{
R P

: : gea level,  The soil is of the well known
. of the trap rock, the basis of the geo
. . deseription and scientific analysis of this soil is extracte

: j ¢ Tis colour is bluish Dlack, greenish ot durk grey. It forms into a paste with water,
° t ; and gives a clayey odour. It absorbs moisture rapidly, and parts with it in dry and hot .
' i . weather. Its thickness varies from 3 to about 20 foct. Tt is cultivated very casily, yielding
a rotation of crops, consisting of cotton and two kinds of corn. It rarely requires to be left
i fallow, and demands but little husbandry, although for the last 2,000 yeavs this soil has con-
{ tinued in enltivation without manure, retaining the utmost fertility.”
X

The following is an an;ﬂysis'of the “Requr” :—
B eeneress 4820
................ veveesess 20030

rerneeeneenes 10200 -

Silicaceseencer veesenseasssssaenes veresessess e
Alumina  eeeeeees veeevensones evesescasesenesenssraseses
CarbonateofLime................................................
Carbonate of Magnesia coceeeesesess reeeresaessaes ceserersnes

........... eneseee 100 ‘
evererienns 430 .

i o

100

i
f
3
|
|
g : Oxide of Irom  eeecesesescsnnssrperenseceses
/i Water and Organic matter eeeesseseeenssrseagsentssssasessranase
; '
J

Y ' In the Hingunghat country this soil varies in depth from 9 to 15 feet, but the average

% depth of the best cotton-growing lands does not exceed 6 or 8 feet. Boneath this rich
t

coating, kunker, 3 sort of hard gravel is found, and below this again is the frap rock alveady

noticed.
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through his erops several times g year for the purpose of destroying every plant which proves
inferior or untrue to sor

t. This weeding process is technically and expressively called
“ rogucing™ the crop, and is absolutely necess

ary to ensure purity and high quality. At the
same time improvement by special selection is carried on : single plants showing high qualitics

are picked out for propagation, and the produce of these submitted even more rigidly to the
same treatment,”* .

If these instructions be carefully followed, and the produce of the best plants be carcfully
A selected on the pedigree system, and seed-gardens be established and sown with tho sclected

produce, T have littlo doubt that the introduction of the Hingunghat cotton seed into Bengal
will do much good. :

The cotton plant begins to flower in Se
form, and in November the capsule
should bo taken to pick the cotton wh

leaves wither and die and be
of Indiais d

performed,

ptember, during the following month the pods
s burst and the cotton iy ready to be picked. Care
ilst the plant is yet young and fresh, and before the
come mixed up with the cotton. Much of the cotton in this l"“:t‘
amaged, and suffers in prico from the carcless manner in which this process 1s

The ginuing, or the separation of the cotton from the seed, is performed here by tho

A
common Native “ Churka,” or “ Recha" as it is more properly ealled. Where Platt’s
Macarthy Gins are at hand, I would recommend that they bo used.

It will bo noticed that T ha
pend on the circumstance
where the experim

ve not recommendaed the use of n;:l_lllll‘c. Its use should dt.:-
3 of the soil and the expericpce of the cultivators in that part of Iml.m
ent is made,  What suits Hingunghat land may not be found to answer in
Lower Bengaly bt 1 may mention that here the cultivators do not generally manure their
- : cotton-fiells, ~They hold that if the rainfall is Jmusually  heavy manure may be ﬁ.mml to
answer, but that in their country, where the fall doces not exceed 39 inches, n.umuro is apt t(')
excite the plant and drive it to wood, resulting in very fine cotton plants with hardly any

. . new coun-

cotton ! Experiments are being made to test the correctness of this theolr.?r. InltllbL i

. . . oy i nd it would be well no
try, I should be glad to see as many experiments as possible tried, a

e Te cultivation
only to sow the seed in every sort of soil available, but also to try the effect of the cultivatio

3 e~ with and without manure, . -

I would, however,
3 or § acrey at a time,
satisfactory,
thus fir

advise all who undertake experiments with this seed to how r.mt Icrfslt’h:;n
Any experiment  conducted on a smaller sealo th:.m th'ls will luu‘(l ¥ »«l
Onap average from 8 to 10 bs, of cotton sced are required for an acre, ane
om 50 to 60 s, of the seed will suttice for cach trial, .

Where convenient I should be
from each ficld could be forwar
Panying form s]mwing the resu

glad if not less than 12 1bs. of  Awpas (uncleaned cotton)
ded to my address at Nugpore, with a statement in the aceoms
It of the experiment,

I need hzu‘dly say -that I shall Le at all tinmes e

xeeedingly glad to answer any questions,
and to render

. . .
any assistanco in my power to all who take an interest in the subject.

HARRY RIVETT-CARNAC,
Cotton Commissioner for the Central Provinces and the Derars.
Camp Oomruotcc, 18k Marck 1868, *

LEEE S QRS i

® Major Teavor Clarke's "Almphs'cmeul ot Cotton by Purity of Seed,” paged. Published by the Cotton Bupply Associa-
ey .

tion, September 186G,
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