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+ MILITARY DEPARTMENT. ’
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Read the following papers :— -
~ From tho Commxssary General, Madras, 20th April 1868, No. 430; to the Scere-
tary to Government, Mxlxtary Department, Fort Saint George,
In forwardmg, for the information of Government, a letter received from the -
Conservator of Forests, regarding the .~
Ho. 691, dated 14¢% Apn'l 1868, establishment of an elephant breeding
farm on the Anamallays,” I have the
honor .to requost that I may be informed whether this Department is to take any
actlon in the matter.
2. The clephants of the public cattle establishment could .not ,be used for
.-breeding, as the objections urged- by Captam Beddome are equally applicable to
(their being put to this purpose as to the animals. of . his own establishment, for,
»althouo'h they may not be steadily worked like, the latter, still they should always
be in an cfficient state, and fit for immediate servicé. + >

- o & "x" - //'“ % .

AT a
1From Captain RH. Beppoue, Oﬂicxatxng Conservator of Forests, Ca.mp OOtac;.mund 14th April
1868, No. 691; to the Commxssary Géneral, Madras. . 777 -

With reference to the Govemment Order No. 4217 of- the 1st of l\ovemher 1867 and the -
Government Order thereon, No. 2642 dated 7th N ovember, I have the honor to mform you that
"T‘am not able to give any opinion as to the probable expense S of rea.rmg yonno' elephants in the )
’Anamallays Government observe'that the subJect is certamly deserving of careful conmderatlon
and state that I had better commumcate with you /on the s;ub.)ecf;r ’ ", e

' "' » 2. The formatxon of an elephant farm on &’ Ia.rge scale would of conrse rest with you There
are superb tracts of forest throughout which tho’elephants coxfld roam .and there isa fine river
_ mth an abundant supply of water throughout ‘the hot weather on the banks of which I would
) propose ‘that the establishment should be located. - If the elephants were not worked they would
not require much rice, if any; and if there were several good’Foquars in’charge, one Forest Officer
mwht have_the supervision and payment of the. establishment. I presume that you always- have -
.aquantity of elephants at Hunstir and Cannanore. These might be focated where I propose, probably
» at much less expense for keep, and yet be available whenever they are required, and the catching
of wild elephants could, I think, be carried on by the Mahouts and establishment ata grea,t gain
.to Government.

3. The fact of all our female elephants (though constantly at hard work) having dropt
calves proves that there would be no difficulty about the breeding, and that it is the result of the
animals being turned loose in the forests. As far as our small establishment (which is always
required for work) is concerned, the breeding is detrimental, as the animals have to be taken off
work, and we cannot well dispense with their services, . : ‘

L RN S PN
s . 5 CoL - e

3 e

— e—

OrpEg, No. 1819, 6th May 1868.
('overnor in Council is of opunon that, in the spirit of the Proceedings of
’ Government marginally noted, elephants
i ‘\f No. 1379 itk”April 1868. - maintained for purely Military service are
. not available for the purposes of the con-
temp < *d .breedmg farm. It will, however, be considered in the Revenue Depart-
. ment, whethe= ..& resources of the Commissariat Department -can.be otherwise -«

wtilised in furtherance of the proposed experiment,
(True Extract.)

. ’ W Masor Genersd,

e ‘“ : Secrctary to Government. -
" To the Gommxssary General wx}: an enclosnre . :

' ,,» . Revenue Depa.rtment 244,
'}' ’s "Quarter Master Genera{A

"+ ,, Controller of Military Accounts.
»» . Adjutant General, for mformatlon

Exd. A, W, Cooke.
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