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"Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o : . 6th May 1868.- -

-«

-

~ 'No.'135.. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secre-.

"tary of State for India, (Public Works,) to' His Excellency the Right
onorable the Governor in Council, Fort St. George; dated India Office,
_ London, 26th March 1868, No. 8 :— ’

1. I have received yoﬁr -Despatch, No. 3, of 10th January last, with the

énclosed report by Captain Ryves; containing a sketch of the operations he proposes
for conveying the-waters of the Perriar river to the low lands of Madura.

2. . The Perriar \Ergjeétf is one of great interest and importance, and Captain
Ryves’ ¢onduct of the preliminary investigations connected with it may be accep- .

" - ted as a pledge of his fitness to superintend the more detailed - examination, which-

must necessarily -take place before sufficiently reliable plans and estimates can be
prepared to allow of a proper judgment being formed of the merits of a scheme of
“such magnitude and acknowledged difficulty.. You state, however, that no Engi-
neers are available to assist in “the prosecution of the necessary surveys, and you
earnestly request that some efficient Royal Engineer Officers may be sent out at an
early period, adding that the young Civil Engineers lately provided from this

country cannot for a considerable time be qualified to undertake important survey

operations. S L . ]
3. - The enclosure to my Despatch, No. 6, of the 19th instant, will have inform-

ed you “of the difficulties -with which the question of increasing the ‘number of

Royal Engineer Officers in India is surrounded, and of the efforts that are being
made in this countrjr to overcome them. Yo_u will also have learntthat no arrange-
ments that can be adopted are likely to have much immediate effect; and it should

be borne in mind that young subaltern Officers, of whom alone any augmentation

“of the strength of the present Indian Establishment of Royal Engineers must consist, -
" would not, on their first arrival in India, be better qualified for field duties than

the young Civil Engineers lately sent out to your Presidency.

4 4. Asa fémporary expedient, and with a view more especially to emergent
gurvey work, recourse might perhaps be had by your Government to a plan which,
at Colonel * Strachey’s suggestion, has ‘lately been adopted in the Punjab. A few
qualified persons might be engaged as surveyors for a limited period, preference’

" being given to Military Officers belonging to the Staff Corps or the local service,

but Civilians, possessing the requisite qualifications, being likewise eligible.
. * . .
5. Inthe Punjab, the period of service is understood to be limited, in the first
instance, to one year, selected candidates being engaged, some as Executive Engi-

- neers of the fourth class, and others as Assistants, and all being regarded as out-
- siders to the regular Public Works Department. - . ,

6. 1 .conclude that you have taken ‘measures to obtain the consent of the

Travancore Government to the prosecution of the Perriar Project.

) No. 136, " Orper THEREON, 6th May 1868, No. 1,416.

* -1, Communicated to the Superin-
tending Engineer of the 8th Division
. and to Captain J. G. Ryves, r. E.

IRRIGATION, No. 10.

- 2.%.;.1;lfhé'Gt;if€xjpment have not lost sight of the project referred.to, and they .
“will take the .earliest possible ‘opportunity of selecting a sufficient staff of Officers
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( True Extract )
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Colonel R. E.
Sccretary to Goz'emment
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