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MADRAS RECORD OFF ICE

 Government of Madras,

ol DEPARTMENT; R

G'rO No /9\7/ o Pres:s*

Dated g__..- 5,__..- 1858"

Mot to be folded or rughly banded



Proceedmgs of the M’adras Government Revenue Department
oG 8ith May 1868. -

. No..183. - Read the following - Tetter from the Collector of Tmnevelly, to the
. Secretary to Government "Revente Department, Fort St. George, dated
- * Tinnevelly, £ 28th April 1868, No. 191 :— ..
- In reply to Government Procecdings, No.1, ,073, dated 22nd mstant Ihave ‘
honor to mform you that pressure was undoubtedly put on the Pullers to inducs y
them\@ork at all, for, as explamed in my letter No. 181, dated 22nd instant, the
Pullers or aﬂrxcultural laborers are in receipt of wages from their mastersall round -
the year, and do not care to engage in anything beyond their field-work ; they are
“the only laborers, and were till lately hereditary slaves. Some moral pressure
. must be exerted to get men to work in what they consider holiday time, and each
~ man now employed may probably have been dnven to work by argument or abuse
of some kind.
’ - We have no Wudders here, no Reddxes, no nalks, no Pullies or Padlachles,
and no Panahs the Brahmins and Pillais decline hard labor as they do everywhere
| “else, the Maravers laugh at the idea of carrying earth on their heads, the Shanars
- climb palmyra trees, but will not do any earthwork, and there are -thus none left
but the Pullers, and we might wait for ever for labor if we waited till they came
of their own accord ; for they are only too well pleased to draw their subsistence
allowance and live in idleness during the non-cultivating season, or between harvest
and plou«rhmg, from February to May, the only tlme in the year when cha.nnel-work
can be done. . .
- 8. In the present instance I called on the vﬂlarrers generally, and they called
on theu' men mdlvxduf_,y this is the usual method of getting labor any where in
" the Revenue Department. In Tan_)ore it is done systematically thus, as without
‘the intervention of the masters, the men would not be forthcoming.
4. 'Thero is hardly any free labor here. - High' contract rates might in time
. attract labor, but must attract it from other dlStI‘lctS ; and, in the meantime, we
have no alternatwo but to leave things asthey are, or make use of the few laborers
there are without consultmg them but their masters. If the masters provide the
men, and the latter are paid full rates, as has been done at Pudukudi, no real
injustice is done ; but if this is thought ‘retrogressive, and a deviation from the
: prmmples of free trade, I can only suggest that the execution of Government works
in the Revenue Department be deferred until an executive establishment is formed,

‘and the funds admit of excessive rates being paid for ‘any emergent works that
must be completed Wlthm a few Weeks at the out51de.

.

N

No". 186, anm THEREON, 8th May 1868, No. 1,971,
N . Misc_‘elleneous. ~ Ordered to be recorded.
' . L ' (TrueExtract) ' o “
el e - (Slgned) W. HUDLESTON

Secretar Y to Gowmment.
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