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N S Procee(lmns of the JIadras Gawrnment Revenue I)epartment ’ ., - ‘t
RO R e sl .. bth May 1863 _ L ; TR
o S 1. In thelr Procecdmfra, datcd 28th Apnl 1859, No. l 469 the Board Lud L ‘
: e L down rules regarding thc taxation of land and trees growing theroon the substance
4 .

_of whlch was that in no case should the same individual be taxed for both land and

<
. i “trees; and that twcs gromnv on puttah land w ere to be consxdcrcd the property
PR - 7 of tho Puttahdar.

- S ;; L2 TIn paraﬂraph 11 of the Proccedmﬂ% above quoted, ‘it was ruled that, “hen
. -7 rone r) 04 holds s puttalr fur-the-land and another for-the trees growing on it, the -
/ holdw of the trees is to' pay the Tree-tax to the land Puttahdar, or, 1fhc refuce to
. .do this; the Trec-tax is to b collected from him by Government Ox’ficers and cre-

dxted to the Land Puttahdar whose rlrrht to all thc trees growing on his land freo

L *-._.;,,_; ; - Tof cxtra tax so long as le pays the land =~ -

LR Seu.tmr; 1 of Board 3 Standm" Order, l\o 1..9 assessment -has “ been rccovmzed by

b R o Govcrnment and the Board.* -
' At thé game time, Collectors were requested to endeavour to brmg thxa incon-

- venient systeni of double puttahs to an end as soon as possible. I
e T 3. Inalctter, dated 29th March 1865, the Actmg Collector of Salem roquested
RIS o " the Board’s mstructmns as to how a case in which the - Tree-tax echcds the

PR ‘ Iand assessment was to be doalt with under the forcrromrr rule. -
L R The Board in reply,

5
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1equested some further information as t6 the nature R
of the land referred to, and the descrip- SR
tion of trecs growing on it and also ~

pomtcd out that portion of- et 1wy’
on to gm 11w w2 IRO SYEtEm OF granting puttahs for e
-the land;-and the trees-to dxffercnt persons, “and. requested Mr. Pochm A.to report

what steps | had been taLen to carry out this ordér. . . g

,’,

6. In answer: to thece Procecdm«*s the Collector, }Ir. Arhuthnott ’addresséd a-

letter to the Board dated 3rd October 1865.

- He stated. that in the case referred to by. ’\Ir Pochm ‘the ettent of the Iand

o was Ac'ﬁes 3-3-6, aQSecsed at’ Rupeea 6-13-1, <while the numbor of tr ces was about

N ' 80 per acre, bearing an assessmeént of Rupoos 15-2- 0 - . T

- It appeared; however that the syqtiem of grantmr' doublc puttahs had now - .-’

bcen put astop to... . - - v : SRR i . ‘

S The Collector then went on to observc that tho rule, b} whxch aII trees grow— ‘
oo . ing on- puttah ]and or.the tax on thun; if tho land and trees were held b_y dxﬁ'erent, e
%f S ;.. parties were to be madc over. to the iand Puttahdar, should, in his~ Opinion, 'bb e

©o- _modified. in- the case of Palm_} ra trees; whlch in the Salcm District were ver)z =

S V valuable, and the makmﬂ‘ .over of w] ch to “the. ryot. in possession oi' the land = - *’E

~ would “involve a great loss of revenu .+ He further suggested that, as I’,xlmyr* PR

trces did not like other trees ohstructc Itlvatxon, tuo land might be made over; f r

g R Board’s Proccedmfm, dated 4th ay 186-9
Lt ,_tho’:, J2410 o :
_/?l; . o

in which 1nstructxona vere. «n'

P i o e

TN I e o e, 4 T ¢

: culuvmon, and asses sséd at’ the? sdme time as the trees.. . o ”‘l""' RO » ,
", ;6. , The Board in thcu- Procoedmo's,u dated 8th. hovcmbcr 186 \’o. ,‘21)8 c e
obsen ed Ahat. (nccordmg to Standing Orders) the holder of the land h epé{}ctl to, -l 3

E ul! ﬂm Y Gszs on'it ,of “whatever. kind; they may be ; and they rcqucstef?’

) -w-.ﬂ . PN

; mvm thom vhat actxo; m& been’ t:i”’
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I wcrcdm (5 oj (lze Jladl as :Govcrnment, Jwvcnue D¢ pm Imcuf '
x st > T )
X ' - . 5th May 1868. o o ,: : w ok roceedmg.r nf the Madras G overnment, Revenue 1)e,mrtment
e — ' : : oo A oth May 1868. ‘
No. 96. Rc'xd thc follom'w Proceednws of the Board of Rcvcnuc, dated °7th B ' A )
‘ March 1868, No. 2,219:— . I _ the b:m]xs of. ﬁelds or priv atc landa were to be made over to thc ryots, and that ‘such’ ° '
; as were near villages might boe made over to the vxllage commumtles in trust for o

-

o Read the following lettcrs. ORI TR
Fre rom the Colhctor of Salem, to the Scerctary fo the Board of Rovenue, dated 5th
LT : ’ Auf*uﬂt 1867, No. 208, T : :
1. T have the lonor o aanov.ledvg the rcccxpt of the Procucduws of tbo

~28 ol v e \,x..‘

"Doard of Revenue, under date the 23tir ultimo, No. 4 T80 s

“the inhabitants.
-1t was, however, not ‘con mplated
be mven up; some were to fe retained t

the trees and to supply ‘wood for ptiblic purposes. - :
7. To the abovo -Proceedings, the Callcetor” repued in a letter,

that all the Government plantatwns should o
o furmsh seed for e‘{tendmrr the growth of
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P 9. * The annual revenue derived from Palmyra trees amounts to ncarly Rupees -

¢ 20,000, All this is upon trees situated in unoccupied Iand, and upon land held by ' l\ovcmber 1865, \Io 149, from which it appeared that the instructions of the Board - 3

% persons other than ‘Tandholders (‘? {ree) by which I mecan _onc has puttah for the ; ; . had been rartxally carried out, and that there was not ‘then, in the Salem district, o 1

: : lands, and another for the trees. "Trecs on occupxed land do not, under the Stmd- N C a single case in which a ry ot hddm“ a puttah fur the land was rcqmred to pay ro v

{ ing orders of the Board and Government, pay any tax to Government if the\' are i EE tax onuny description of trees growing onit. . < v .

i - { not held by a third party. It is only the Land-tax that is paid in theso cascs. "As - ! It appeared howevcr, that the double puttah system still prevailed very larrreh,, K "

§ this practice would be attended’ with a sacrificc of revenue, it has for some ¥ “ears’ , ‘ and its origin was aseribed to a practice ~which fy rmer]y existed of assessing the N

r, E been made a rule in this dxstnct to refuse ﬂwmg on puttah, lands covered ‘mth 3 Jands oni which the trecs stood, and making theto¥er ("mSPGCtWB and mdepend- SR

{ lm) ratrees. oo .- L . - S ’ ) - ent of the trecs) to ryots on puttah for cultivation. T e

' [ . I donot sce why as rorrards Palmyras, the Tree-tax should not bc collected § i - 8, Tiio Collector obscrved that b} makm« overthe tsees o the Land Puttah» R ‘

:: in addltxon to the Land-tax. - Palmyra trees in this district weré m0btly raised with ; . dars, when given up by the Tree Puttahidars, great loss was incurred by Govemment ; ’ C

1the aid of \lllﬂ"er “and as such the rents derived- from them pmperly go to the ‘ v - The abme lettcr is rccordcd in Boa.xd S Procccdm«rs, dated 21st Apnl 1866 ::

« {Local ¥ unds. - llus is no re&son why Government should be depnved of its revenuo g No. 2 ,800, - o . . ,

L &rilno utlhtf;izoéands.. "As_two intcrests are ‘combined in this case, I think one_interest :. T N6 further corrcspondcnce passcd on tlxe matter until May of the paat R

\ ¥ e R e R N *hc che but both should be mamtamcd Wlthout e R PO )car, ovx the 13th of which month, Mr. Pochin, now. the Collector, addreased tbe 7 3

i {8!1} loss on éither side.” = 7.7 PR , . ; i L v Poard onthe subject of Mr: Arbathnutt’s le("ler uf October 3rd, 1865, - =~ - - =7 N £

g 4. T cannot at all adv ocate the trees bemrr glvcn up to r) ot 3 for valuc p:n . ; ( » 10 ..w},h'. Pochinr rcpeated the drgumbnts then brought torward by Mr. Arbuth- - " ’VJ

, ? once for ¢ f}ll as proposed by the Board. bucha measure will- scnously aﬂ'cct thereves’ / . : ' ] laze that, inhis nott in. favor of excluding Palmyra trees s ;}J

; mue derived from Palmyras, and at tho same time there is no guarantee that the land ? oo F It “bto beﬁg‘ff&i& nil;]tlé?lp’gn?l s%';‘.el;lb;r -from. the general ‘cxemption from jax. ' e

, will contmuc to bo cultwa*ed fm-’ a ryot may take up ]and covered with Palm)m :’; n _— B : ?515 b)o(iLuIr. Arauth’nott r(,f’:rs to this very . He observul that™ “Mr. Arbuthnott had - J

?;;,trces ; obtain the trees in the manner. propand by the Board cut and take*themn o B pai?cgicig s ;‘r ;mvngzzi]lexeladix:;i\;a‘iiiiuz; h stated® that there was no objection Yo . -

§ away. and give up ‘the land- at once. _Instances of ‘this sort have more than ouce - § . S s Qfatpfi above) he attribnted the. growth Jands containing Palmyra trees being o )

¢ ‘occurred. ' The Board are awaro that Palmyra is’ very highly. valued as timber, | E " of the system of- 30“31:1 ngﬁmn‘g?‘:h made over for cultivation also, and in - N ,{“

o ' and as-only “nPI'Od“CiWC trees are now £old; overy ryot will find it a vcry good -4 ‘ Bt o Govefnmcn » e btf(? ‘y . 7. 7 this opinion  he agreed, and requected the = N7

- ¢ speculation to take up lands covered with Pq‘m) ras if the proposal of the Board s 8 S L " Board to pass orders on the subject. © B :!"

. allowed, and will cut them down instantly for the merket; - Within a year or twob B - T In their Proccedmm dated 25th J aly 1867, No. 4,778, the Board; Teites - oS

: ‘ flj;w11l‘bc found that the dxsmct gl compleu%)?‘denuded Of p almym trecs. C ’ , g ) : ) mted thetr formcr ordcr as to absolute propmetary rizht of tho Lmd Putmhdav pin . k ; e;

I ? B 3 B E the trec, unless hexd on a separate - _puttah by another p'u‘ty L 3 T

3 ; o F rom the same Oﬂicc dated 19k Dccembcr 1867’ N . 319 L ’.g , 2 ' Referrmw ho“cver, to that part of the rule which orders that, m thla latter =% . y .

S f; ;;;m«n ()Inl;s:z?l(t:l:; (111(:201:1 tolrequest the Bo rd will beso good as to famr‘me Wxth 1 i : ‘ casc, ‘the Tree Puttahdar shall pay the tax to "the Land Puttahdar or’ to Govem- ;» ‘ "; ¥
t } y letter of the 5t Aun'uat labt No.* 208, on tho subjcct { i ment who Would credit the Land Puttahdar with the amount, the Board rema‘r‘ked,g? ¢ /

4 ot ‘tat .pn P‘ﬁm} ra trees. -1 proposed that Palm yra trccs, Whether Sltuaied on’ 2 ; . E‘? wlth reference to ﬂ]e casc, mentioned in “Mr.. Arbuthnott’s letter of Octobcran‘d t‘:

- occun&g&-‘i’)r unoccuplcd land, should contmuc to’ pay the. tax, and- my reasons for: i E I 1865, aind now again rcferrcd to by Mr. Pochin, that as the Land: -tayg was' 6;13%%' “"“ﬁ”:i} :

e ﬁmwﬁeahng such a measure are fully mven m the letter above rcfcrrod to. i ' % ;'4‘~ ‘ {s '.; -.:*““ Rupc’u,; 6-13-1,and the'lree~ ax_ Rupees 19- 15-2-0, the Land Puttahdar would o UU‘Y | , }xj

"" - ;'Ju% e n{;ﬁf}ﬁ?;—!ﬂl_id for, nothmrr but would I'LCC‘I\'C ftqm Governmcnt (to Whom the A Fg"jt}:l;’” ::,’ﬁ/

[3

C € Trallahddn 3*'}{1 il il Lus tax;) an’ 'mn
PEATHS PEReT

ifz 3,» ,r{ored thh ﬂm Loqrd’s mstructmns in ﬁxo mager befom 1&‘
,l»mu& ¢ gr_:mt'icrcd ;u L.,."_
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;f,:?ié ilhgglgatigwgg% g'\.‘?"gxmportance tcx Grgvemmanbj 5]
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5th May 1868.

tand the Tree-tax were nmr] y the same, pay the formcr onl) y bcmv howcvor in
ithat caso bound not to fell the trees. ‘ L i o
}:’ 14, When, on the other hand, the Trce-tax’ grmtl} cxcccdcd thc Imxd asccss-,
;ment, the l‘xee-tfu only was to be taken, and in addltmn fo the’ ubufruet of tho

trez.s the ryot was to be allowed to cultivato the lacd. o :

In buth cases he was to be bound not to fell tho trec but should Lie wmh to

do 50, or to become absolute” I,roprle*or of the llLLb, ho xuwht bc pemutted to pay
hexr value once forall. . . ’ P

15. In.the corre=pondence which has been renc\ved abovc, both Mr. Arbuth-

nott and Mr. Pochin urged the' exemption of Palmyru trees from the general rule, °

Aetaiatnded "*"'-r" s &Mtn et

?
on account of their great value, and the loss which-the revenue would sustain were

Lev given over entirely to the landholders. = . RS i ‘
16.. In_their Proceedings, dated July .‘Z‘ath, 1867, \o. 4,7 18 the Board f
{,requcstcd information as to the amount of revenue involved, and- they also lay,
v down the rule quoted in pfxrarrrap.x 13 of .their I’roceedm"q, which, it "will be !
observed modifies considerably the rule contained in paragraphs 13 and 14 of tho|
%Procecdln"s of April 13th, 1859, accmdmnto which: trees on unoccupml land, when ;
made over to an apphcant for. the Iand were to become his absolute. propcrtyg
’whcre'xs in their later Proccedings of uth July 1867, the Board ruled that,: 1 th;%
‘value of the trees were paid once Jor all, then the laud 1older mwht do as ho pleased‘
{Wlth them, but not otherwise. *
e 16 The Board are now in recmpt of fﬁc Loﬂecfor s answer as to the amount
(})3{ re:;enu; \élnch will be’ s'x(.nﬁced In carrying out fully the" ‘original orders of tho
oard an overnment and are in a
trust, final orders on 1he, ﬂnbject ;ilf)f)“sﬁnon« to,lfly dIOWfl‘albtlllCtl and~ 83 they
18." It does not appear to the. Board adnsable for the sake of such a :
Rupeces 20 ,000 per annum, (the amount named by AMr. Pochm as the prob Iflun; o
if the trees are given up,) that the simplicity of the | present Revenue sl' t0 . le 0}‘;
be sct aside, and that certain - lands should" be subjeet to two as.sessnz;n?n " !
one kind. of trees, such as Palm) ras, etempted from .the opcratxon of geneqra;):'uzll:g
. 19, : Where Iargc tracts’ covered with troces are applicd for, the ColIector has. .
blet I;;)‘\g s;dtotr(;)f:s; the ::ippl(licatxon, ercept under such terms as he' ‘may think fit;
1 cemed advisable, to 1
Board now rule, in accordancc w1th tll&lrlila{::e:(;l?:‘w: l:f)‘ }2:3(1 Ot;hthle S%I;ph\f ant, the
that 11((3) sh:}l‘i on payment of their value become sole propngtog’ of the trees o 4 778
g Bcotipmnen of o 1 g b T oo ont s o
ollecting both Tree and- Laud i
' ;if:‘f;:f;%diz; 1ang bas; regards. those ¢ases .in nhu,h the trees are tl?;;rl(;; ZZ: 7
,“ ﬂm 1};9 o and by another, the Board. can orxly repeat. their forniar: oxdc 5L
must not be extended; and they recommend that wbere op i :

iy
e #Ble it should be put an end to by bu)mf' out the landlroldcr 1
’ ‘; trcatuw the l'md and trees as a tope.: ~
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T Proceedmgs of the M’adraa Government, Revenue. I)epartment

5th May 1868.

separaté individuals on distinet asaessments, and dlrectm" that in cases already\ »

" existing, the Tree-tax should ba credited towards the land assessment demand, and
“rthat thercafter the right of the person holding the puttah for the land should ba
reco'rmzcd to tho trecs on it, never contemplated the case of tho Tree tax being of

larger amount than the L:md tax ; and they consider that the case of lands baaring

Palmyras in large numbers'in the S};,n District shculd be treated exceptionally.
_ These Palmyra topes were very generally planted by the villagers at the instanco

of the then Collector, and the revenue denved from them is properly credited to
Local Funds, : ‘

_ for the grant of such land on Puttah shall not ba ‘accepted ; but they leave it optional
- to the Collector to let out such lands’ for cultlvatxou on annual lease if he thinks ﬁt
without thereby conveying any right in the trees. ;

'.'.Q: e 8. The Board have ruled- that, when the Collector may think fit to accepg
D.n'khasts for tracts of land covered with trees, the applicant shall be permitted to
acqulre the right of property in the trees by paying their value once for all.

4, Assuming that -this rule is intended to apply to the case of Palmyra and
fruit trees and to lands tlnckly covered with such trees, (e. 4., the case mentioned
by Mr..D. Arbuthnott in his letter of 3rd October 1865, Board’s Proceedings, 8th
- November 1865, No. 7,208, ‘where there were 80 trees (Palmyras apparently) to
the acre), and not merely to cases Where there are only a fe\v scattered trees on'tho

el desxre that they may be modified."

£

, - -

e e Tl e
N P
'

"“The Government consxder that no rule should bo prescubed whlch is
hknly to lead to & reduction in the number of existing trees of the class of Palmyra
or fruit trees, ‘and they dlsapprove of any sale of such trees to the applicant for
“land on which they are growing in any considerable number. The right of the
State in such trees should be carefully guarded and mamtamed in the interests of
the commumty, and if it be considered that the maintenance of thisright is incom-
- patible with .the rights of a ryot holding the land on puttsk, then the Darkhast
should not bo ‘accepted, althouvh the Collector may exercise his dxscretxon in leasmv
the land for cultivation with a Teservation of the right in the trees.:

6 The Board will of course understand that these ordera are mtended to

o ’7 apply to 1solated larnfe groups or topes of tree:, whether of spontfmeous growth or

planted, and not to check the extenaxon of cultxvatlon over unreserved Junrrle land,

(Truo Extract.) . . ° - s

L (Signed) WL HU’DLESTON“’”

R o = o L Secretary to Govemmmt-

'}_“~

we

2. The Government desire that this syatem bo maintained, and that Darkhasts -
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