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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 4th May 1868.. '

&

No. 73.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
‘ ' ' April 1868. : -

Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to
tthe Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Bellary, 8th April 1868,

No. 65:— ‘ . : ‘
1. Ihave tho honor to submit, for the information of the Board of Revenue,

copy of a report reccived from the Deputy Collector, with reference to the state of
the Aloor talook.

2. On the 28th February, on the strength of the Tahsildar’s representations,
the Deputy Collector applied to the Sub-Collector in charge of the district to obtain
sanction for a grant of Rupees 12,000 or Rupees 15,000 to afford employment to
the able-bodied poor in the Aloor talook, during the months of April and May.

3. In reply, after communicating bn the subject with the Superintending
Engineer, I directed* the Deputy Collec-

* % Copy of lett losed.
-0py ot letier enclose tor to proceed with as little delay as pos-

-sible to the talook, and to satisfy himself as to whether special works were really

necessary. The report now submitted is the result of his personal inquiries on the

spot. - : )

_ 4. The Board will observe that of the 106 villages of which the talook " is

composed, 90 are declared to be very fairly off, and not to stand in need of any
' assistance. The three villages margin-

t ﬁ?ﬁ;;muy ally notedt are in close proximity to the
Jorapoor. ' line of Railway now under consirustion,

. _ which will afford employment to-thoso
laborers who are unable to obtain it at homs during the next two months. The
Railway feeder from Chippigherry and Muddykerra, estimated to cost Rupees 8,550,
will provide work for the people of Nemcal, Nagaradona, and other villages in the
south of the talook. This work, as well as a line.of road running through the
talook of Madaksirah, was, through some mistake, omitted from the Budget, but as it
is important that work should be provided in these two talooks, the Superintending

Engineer has been requested to transfer the funds allotted for the construction of

aroad from Bellary to Raidrug, Item No.72. The Chippagherry road isin progress.
5. The nine villages noted in the

I%‘lﬁljﬁ}) doo %‘;ﬁgﬁ}gﬁ; Uy margin} are represented to have suffered
Chika Hadagally. Bapooram. most in their agricultural operations dur-
Anantapoor. © . Nettravetta. ing the past year. They are all situated

. K dagally. . .
Kurry Hadagally in the neighbourhood of the high road

from Bellary to Kurnool, and, imm2diately on the receipt of the Deputy Col-
lector’s report, I telegrapked to the Board vo place Rupees 5,000 at my disposal
to furnish employment to such laborers as might be desirous of obtaining it. I
did not apply for more at first, as I have my doubts whether less than the usual
rate of hire will bo accepted except by a fow, and I certainly do not intend to
compete with the ordinary labor market. 'The works, which anticipating that such

necessity might arise, I, in communication with the Superintending ‘Enginecr, havo

arracged shall be carried out; are the breaking ‘qp(‘iy_s_tp?mg. of st'qneﬁss.;l} thg-neigh--
- which several miles are unmetalled; and
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hc excavation of a well at the 16th mﬂe in the vicinity of a nullah, the wani ‘:' oot
(drmkm« water being very much felt at this portion of the road. . The Bom TR F
{observe from the ‘Deputy Collector’s repoxt that seven-eiz! Liths of thc ordina ; rate;
of hire is stipulated for, and ti will only by aceepted if the wosh '
;thelr doors. I start for the *alooL ina day or L"'o ‘and shall make a point of nsltmg$
‘these vﬂla«es If I fing that labor is available ab two-thirds of the market ratg, tho!
‘specxal Wost shall go on, but if tho people 1 haggle for higher remuncration, I shall!
fecl satisfied that thcy are uotr needed, and shall recommcnd their abandonment.

¢

b

;ntervenes between the bharvesting of the ngan and Vysack crops, and the
reparation of the land for the Moongari and Kartigay crops, the demand for labor:
Blackens in the villages to- certain extent, it docs not cease altogether. I'emales
de constant-and remuncrative employment in cleaning the recently picked cotton,
‘and the'men arc employed in eradicating from the ]atelv harvested fields-the “ nat”
grass, which, if allowed to remain txH the follomnrr mms, would scrxoualy unpede thof
oporatxonb of the husbandman, - I was told by some¢ of the principal ryots in thok
western villages of the Gooty talook, that'a numbcr of their laborers had gone off to,
«tho Railway works, and that they could not spare any more. - To offer, therefore,"
bmher remuneration on special relief-works than a mere subsistence v wage would, in!
.:ny opinion, be most unfair to the superior class of farmers, Who afford the means of
subsistence to thexr laborers all the-year round.

‘V' ~ 7. I have now before, me the Procecdln"a of the Board under date the 2nd;
nstant, with which my letter of the 30th ultimo was submitted for the mformatlon‘
»f Government, and ‘I cannot but express my surprise at the comments which the
iccasion has called forth, The Board observe, “ that with the very unfavorable*
' reports now submitted before him, he (the Collector) would bave exercised a m»ei,
~ ‘d1scret10n had he_visited the two other talooks himself, instead of deputing lns
* Sub-Collector to do so.” " Upon this indirect censure of tho Board, I beg to
bffer the following remarks :—The two talooks referred to are Hmdupur and Madak~
scerah, which form a portion of the Sub-division. The reports of the Tabsildars are
dated early in February, and are merely’ antlcxpatory of distress which might occur
.after the’ harvcstmfr of the later crops. The statements therein” contained were
contrachctory, and they conveyed such a vague idea of the state of things that I deter-
Tnined to wisit the localities and Jjudge for myself. On my way, the report about the

been only afew days in charge of  the district. Noyw Aloor is well to the north, and
Hindupur is situate at the extreme south of the district ; the two places are 135 miles!
: dlstant from cach other, and mth the best will in the world, I could not be at both at
once. ; 011 reachmrr Anautapur, the head-quarters of the Sub- dwxsxon, I deterrmncd
after talking the matter over with the Sub- Collector, that the object in view would b(,

si.,no....,. I
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0 beat attained by his proceeding to the southern talooks of, lns division, leaving me
33 free 1o, dlspose of the threatened ddﬁculty towards the north of the district, WhOI'Oj
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6. I would Lerc beg to pomt out, thab although during the period whxch; .

)

j

:Aloor Talook was brought to my notice. ‘It must be remembered that I had then /

II lnd already despatched the Dcputy Collector to pmneer the Way Full mstructxons' '
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Proceedings of the Madras Gover nment, Revenue Deparlment
4t/z ﬂ[ny 1868. ‘

ashe had’ recently made the settlement of these two talooks, he was in a far better
' position to ascertain their actual requu'ements than I, who had only been about a
fortnight in office, could possibly be.
reqmred in another part of the district, I should for my own satisfaction, have accom-
pamed'bxm In censuring the action taken by me at this stage of the case, the Board,
I submit, Lave, to say the least if it, been premature. I believe that I exerc1scd a
sound discretion in directing the Sub-Collector to look after his own division, and I

* am quite willing to be Judged by the result of my arranoements. Censure before this

result is known 1s Ciscouraging to myself, and, I may add, calculated to do mlschwf
as evmcmg a want of conﬁdencc on the part of the Board.

8. The last return of pnceb shews’
that rice is selling at Aloor at 9% “mea-

' : ) sures the rupee, and cholum at 25}, At
Bellary, last week, the latter grain was selling at 29 measures, and pmces are équally™
moderate throuo-hout the district. Upwards of two inches of rain have been registercd
at Bellary since the 28th ultimo, and there was every,indication of the showers being
general. This ‘being the state of the case, the, weekly report of tho state of the
district called for in the Board’s Proceedmo'b seems hardly.necessary, and I shall -
delay submitting it until I receive further instructions.  Mr. Foster’s report on
the Hindupur and Madakseerah talooksis daily expected, and will be transmitted,
as soon as received, for the information of the Board.

9. ‘The Board scem to think that I have misled them as to my mtentxon “of -
visiting Aloor. I only got back to Bellary from Anantapur on the 25th ultimo, after
an absence of three weeks, and I found such an accumulation of work, that it was
impossible for me to leave head-quarters till it had been dlsposed of ; nor‘would it
have been of any use my doing so until the statements made by ‘the Tahsildar had
been tested by the Deputy Collector. Directly his report came to hand, I made
arrangements for visiting the talook, where I hope to arrive on Saturday.

10. With reference to the concluding sentence of the Board’s Proceedings, I
beg to observe that I hardly needed to be reminded that disastrous consequences
might ensue if the south-west monsoon failed; but. I scarcely think it necessary yet
to provide against a contingency which may never arise.-

- 11. I beg that this. letter may be ‘submitted for the 1nformat10n of Govern-’

"'1!; Bellary measures =1 Madras measure.

1. Submitted for the information of Government.

~ 2. The grant of 5,000 Rupees, recently made, will enable the Collector to
afford relief wherever it is immediately required, and, on receipt of the results of
his personal inspection of the Aloor talook, the Board will be in a position to:

- judge .what further measures are necessary.

, 3.~ Mr. Sullivan is correct in his anxiety not to interfere with the ordinary
demand for labor, but he must bear in mind that the obJect of Government is to

so,vc ‘the people, from the extremes of distress, and not ‘merely to keep the people o

> ,
;.- from dvuw of actual starvatmn As the labor which Govemment aﬂ'ord will:bo REh
£ - P
ZRNN only of a tcmpomrx nature, ;md can’ ‘he. thhdmwn whenever a fall of rain renders -0
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| . o v
’apprehend any permanent dwerslon of it, as in the case of railway WOI‘]»S. It xs « ‘ )
impossible for the Board to judge whether two-thirds of the ordinary wages is suﬁi- .

‘cient or not, with prices at their present rates, and in the absence of any arrange—é ;m @d W W . R '
ments for the relief of those who cannot work, and are dependeut for their {‘, A -
%ex.lst(;nce \(;r; the wages ?f their- Iabirm" relatives.” d. 1 th . el % | o Dated //’ W 1865",
: ienever on famine works wages are ‘reduced to the minimum requi _
for the subsistence of the actual laborers, relief- houses-are. mcea:ﬂnl) opened for : ;
‘those who cannot earn their own subsistence by Iabor, dnd “ho obviously cannot - ; S T e e FOR OR DE R S T
‘be supported out of the wiges, reduced to a_ minimum, of the laboring class. The- t B ) :
' opening of relict-houses, how ever, is manifest] y a measure which should bo reserved
. till rendered actually necessury, and it is better at first to give a more liberal wago .
- so enabling the laboring class’to support those dependent on thém. o
‘ 5. The Board accept Mr. Sullivan’s explanation. - They had no intention of 1 4
: 1mplymfr any want of conﬁdence 1rr him, and the remark to whicli he takes excep-’
~ tion was made under the impression that he did not proposc to visit either of the|
distressed talooks himeelf. They now understand that he merely postponed;
visiting alur in consequence of a press of work at head-quarters.
6. M. Sullivan has, however, been guilty of a very grave mdlscretmn in not at
_once obeying the Board’s orders iz regard to the submission of the weekly reports.
The Board cannot leave it to him to de.>rmine what m.ormatmn they shall reccive
§ " of the condition of the district, which they cannot but ref'arrl as very critical, and’
| he will be good enough, therefore, to carry out the ordera he has reccived “1th9ut
> any further delay.  Ile must not forget that a grave amount of rcspomlbxht), for ’{
: the timely and efficient taLm" of every precautwn rests on th(, Bo:ud as well as’
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. on’himself. . , B :
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N7 Orpre THEREON, 4th May 1868, No. 1,218,

+

1. The Government arc satisﬁcd?
that Mr. Sullivan is fully alive to tho!
: - i requlrcments of the case;and rely on his, .
takmg all the steps that may bc neccssary to ensurc the attainment of the ol)Jcct : 4\
3
{
i
|

Miscc_sllanepus.

c .

:they have in view, viz., to prevent the occurrence of distress cither 1rom actual,
dcﬁucnq in thic supply of food, or from the want of means to purchase it. E
What he Lias hitherto done and is doing in the way of personal mspcctxon,’
qmte meetb the cxpectations of ~overnment, and deserves their thanks, and they,
:have no doubt, that should dxfﬁcu] y arise, he will be found equal to the emergency.| |
! 3. \h Sullivan was Wror g heuta»mv to comply-at once with the Board’s;

Y rcqumuon for weekly reports, but this error of;udﬂ'ment was doubtless due to tho ?

more full Lnowledve of the actual facts of the case acqmrcd by huu. % : | " ’
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deﬁuenc) n the supply of food, or r from the want of means to purchase it.. ) ?
: . What he has hitherto’ done, and is doing in the way of personal mspcctxon;
qmte meetb the cxpectations of - (*overnment, and deserves their th:ml\b, and they /

:have no doubt, that should dlfﬁcu] ) arise, he will bo found equal to the emergency.
! 3. M Sulhvan was Wrox g in hesitating to comply at once with the Bdard’s .
rcqumtxon for weckly reports, but this error of judgment was doubtless due to the
more full Lnowledrre of the actual facts of the case acqulrcd by him. . . oA
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