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I 27th April 1868, -

No. 596,  Read the following letter from the Superintendent of the Geologiial .
Survey of India, to the Secretary to Government of Madras, dated S
Calcutta, 31st March 1868, No. 74 :—

1. Several lctters and articles having recently appearéd in the newspapers; ‘
in which statements of supposed facts are put forward with all detail, it seems to
me necessary to submit to His Excellency the Governor a few remarks on tlhese
statements. I acknowledge most fully the perfect right which the authors of these
statements have to form any opinion as to the fairness or unfairness of my reports,
but I am desirous to avoid, as much as possible, the mischicf which invariably
results from the publication, with all the air of circumstantial truth, of erroneous
statements, which are thus repeated again and again, until it is almost impossible

. to remove the impression they produce. . -

2. Should 1lis Exccllency think it des{rable, it might be well that the

accompanying Memorandum should appear as the original report did, "
: !

ArLeceD piscovERY OF CoaL oN tHE Kistxa RIver.

1. In the “ Englishman” newspaper {Calcutta) of the 27th March 1808, was published a
letter copied from “The Madras Times,” of what date I do not know, signed  Burnt Shalc,”
referring to the alleged discovery of coal on the Kistna river in the Madras Presidency, and I
sco that several other letters on the same subject have also appeared, which scem to call for a
few remarks. I should be sorry to interfere with the opinions of the writers as to the * unfair-
pess” of my rcports.- But statements of supposed facts mado in this way obtain circulation, and eus.,
it is cxceedingly diiﬁ'cult to remove the impression aifterwal‘ds; errors are thus repeated agaia ,..:"" »
oand again, and years afterwards the same discovery is supposed to erop up, and these erronegius ‘
statements are again referred to. The letter referred to is, further, throughout expfes;se& mn
phrases identical with those frequently uscd by Colunel Applegath, and if not written by hfml i3

stated to represent his views, © oy

2. I have, thercfore, with refercuce to the statements so put forward, so far as thees
statements relate to supposed facts, to note—, o .
1st. It is said, “the exploring party did find a large bed of what Colonel Appler 4
« calls ‘burnt coal,’ and Mr. Oldham ¢burnt shale.”” I found nothing of the kind, cither 5.
Jarge or small bed ; I did not see a trace of any such rocks, visible any where ip TL&eld.
2nd, “Burnt outcrops” of coal were carefully looked for, as theyl_giégbég-{; stated to

R

occur. As I said they are easy of recognition, and they must have been secn-if they existed, . ]
I found nothing of this kind. o ,-‘3-'.“: L Hwr T :?»'f B
3rd. What is said to have been found was, “a substance rich qu‘hy‘“{{ 0-catnt
“ combustion and to burn, &c.” 1 found nothing whatever ; Colonel Applegatl (g 197~ = .-
nothing whatever, which would burn or support combustion, excepting rome ¢ mRIN et
4th. Tt is said that “ Colonel Applegath did at last so far prevail as £ per e 1o Lo
“to work.”” This is obviously intended to imply that I was opposed tor tho cruglor. o2 s

.
- T
3

men; on the contrary, I know nothing whatéver of ihiond, or of their vk 37 .
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‘ gg $0th Marep, 1808,

R (Signed) T. OLDHAM,
o - - Superintongony Geologicyy Survey of India,
N '~ ¥ \ ! ) '
Ni o Orpeg THEREOY

» 27th Apri] 1868, No. 1,195,

~ Ordereq that the above letter with
its enclosyre be laid op the Editorg
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