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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th April 1868. '

A ol T B MM IR CDR - Serel ). 3 N S el ot Y SR s

No. 372. Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
India, Financial Department, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of
Madras, dated Fort William, 98th March 1868, No. 1,869 :—

1 am directed to forward, for the

Separate Revenue Proceedings of the Finan- . . Gover-
7 cial Department for February 1868, Nos. information of His Excellency the

72 to 91; and nor in Council, a copy of the correspon=

Communication from the Government of Bengal, denc ted in the margin relative to a

B 100k Mardh 1500 g ol Lo s e

thereto. proposed revision of the existing tarill on
Cotton goods, which, for the present, has

been postponed.

No. 373. ORDER THEREON, 17th April 1868, No. 1,018.

m .Orderc?d that the correspondence
Ry AT i AT received with the above letter be for-
warded for the perusal of the Board of
Revenue and the Collector of Sea Cus~
toms, and to be returned. 4d

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,» the Collector of Sea Customs,

Exd., 8. T. Augustin,
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT PROCEEDINGS, FEBRUARY, 1868.

.

SEPARATE REVENUE.

[Customs. ]

REVISION OF THE TARIFF VALUATIONS OF BRITISH COTTON GOODS.

No. 4336, dated 2nd December, 1867.

No. 72.] From—H. L. Havrison, Lsq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
To—Tlhe Seeretary lo the Government of Indiz, FINANCIAL DEPT. "

T am directed to forward herewith, for the consideration and orders of His Excellency

the Governor General in Council, the accompanying copy of a

¥ Dated the 21st instant. letter* from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, urgiﬁg the necessity

of an immediate revision of the import tariff with the view to a reduction in the present values

of British piece goods and yarns, and representing the inconvenience to which the commercial
community are continually exposed owing to the uncertainty of ad valorem duties.

2. I am at the same time to state that the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, have
been ealled upon by the Licutenant Governor for a report on this subject, which will be also
submitted as soon us it is reeeived.

Dated 21st November, 18G7.

No 78 1 Fron—A. B. Suexierox, Esq., Offy. Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
To—The Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

A representation to the local Government has latelv been addressed by the Bomba
Chamber of Commerce, calling attention to the present high tariff values as fixed by Act
XVII of 1867 for grey cotton piece goods and yarns with a view to their reduction ; and
a copy has been forwarded to this Chamber for the Committee’s confirmation and support.

In the communication referred to, the arguments adduced are so exhaustive that it be-
comes a matter of difficulty for the Committee to give them any additional weight bevond
their hearty concurrence in the opinion that a necessity exists for an early reconsideration of
this most important question ; they will, however, endeavour to indicate briefly the grounds
upon which their conviction is based. :

The constant and continued fall in the price of cotton in Fngland and America durine
the past six months must be accounted, without doubt, a good and clear proof that this article
is approaching its normal price, viz., that ruling before the commencement of the American
Civil War. The last cotton crop in America amounted to about 1.750.000 bales, and the
incoming one is estimated at 2,750,000 to 3,000,000. Taking into consideration, therefore
that the production of other countries, particularly of India and Egvpt, when added to th;
American crop will materially inerease the supply of cotton in Liverpool during the ensuing
year, the conclusion is inevitable that the future value of this important staple will ere Iong
reach its original minimum,

Abundance of produce signifies low prices, and there is no doubt that the cheapening of
the raw material must seriously affect the prices of the manufactured articles; for example,
British piece goods and yarns have been steadily declining in their values during the last,
six months, following exactly in the course of the home markets with respect to the price of
raw cotton.

From the annexed statement it will be seen that there exists a considerable difference
between the market and tariff values of the principal denominations of piece goods end
varns to the manifest disadvantage of importers who pay duty on fictitious values ranging
from eleven annas per piece on grey shirtings to two annas and nine pie on grey madapol-
lams, and nine pie per morah on yarns, and taking to account the late heavy arrivals of piece
goods and shipments on the way, the future prospects of this important and chief branch. of
the import commerce of the port, as foreshadowed by the facts enumerated, are most discourag-
ing ; and the strongest probabilities exist that a much lqwer range of prices generally must
be submitted to by importers,

The above reasons are, the Committee believe, sufficient to show the necessity of an
immediate revision of the import tariff with regard to a proper and equitable reducticn in
the values of British piece goods and yarns ; it may, however, assist their arguments to state
that such a reduction was promised in the last financial statement by Government, and the



(2)

Committee of the Chamber of Commerce now desire to submit, with all deference, that there
has been a sufficiently decided change in the ¢

ourse and. prospects of this branch of trade
since the period referred to, to warrant them'

m claiming at the hands of His Honor the
Lieutenant Governor the speedy fulfilment of the assurance they then received,

fabrics. - Tt is not their purpose, however, i
in favor of fixed values being substituted for the present system of ap
suggest that it is likewise a question in connection with

praisement, but only to
would be gratified by His Honor taking

: the tariff which importers generally
into early consideration,

\
Market and Tariff Values.

Present
2 lgrt:et Less. Net. Tariff rate. Difference,
AL
Rs. A, P, Rs. A. P. T
Grey Shirtings h 7x0 .| 5 6 0 Tpercent! 0 5 ¢ 013 per 1 5 11 per pi 0 11 0 per piece.
Grey Madapollams 3X0 ... | 2 6 o » ' 2 4 3/013permha 7 ,,NT 0 2 9 per piece.
Mule Yarn 40§ w| 0 60| 5 05 9|/013pering Gpermh) 0 0 9 per morah,

No. 3216, dated 20th December, 1867.
No. 74.] From—E, H. LusmiNeTox, Esq., Seey. to the

Govt. of India, Finax cr
To—The Sceretary to the Government of Bengal.

In reply to Junior Secretary Mr. Harrison’

AL Depr,,

values of British piece goods and yarns. The Board should alse state their
views as to the expediency of temporarily abandoning. in the Present uncertain
state of the market, the plan of a fixed or the tariff value on piece goods of the
class known as greys and of levying the duty according to the market value of
the day.

No. 4184, dated 2nd December, 1867,

No. 75.] From—E. W, Ravesscrorr, Esq., dcting Chief Secretary of the Govt,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, FINANCIAL Depr,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor ip Couneil

ver to forward to you, for
submission tq the Government, f India,

*No. 160, dated 22nd October 1867. accompanying copy of g lette(;" 'rflxil::; :ﬁi

1 : _ Chamber of Commerce Bombay, soliciting a

reduction in the present tariff rates for 8rey piece goods and yarns, togethep with Y

Teportt thereon from (he Offici

stoner of Customs gt this

e . request that His g

General in Council may be moved to cause g Comparison to be made

picce goods at the three Presidency cities, in' vieyw to the revision of

contemplated by the Tariff Committee,

2. The Commissioner of Customs hag been

prevailing here, and his report will be forwarq
received.

o/ Bombay,

ILth copy of g
1No. 2619, dated 12th November 1867, idasoy, mes
Presxdenc_v. anud to
xcellency the Governor

of the market values of

the tariff rates, as was

requested to prepare fy)) details

ed to the Governinent of Ind he prices

18 a5 s00n as
N Sk S st

No. 160, dated 29,9 0
No. 76.]1 Prom—Jauzs Tavror, Esq., Secretary to the Bombay Chamber
To—The dcting Chief Secretary o Government, Bombay,

T am directed by the Committee of Management of the Cham
fully to call the attention of Government Sxaber - of

Commerce respect-
to the present hi h tarviff R i
and yarns, the leading articles in the import trade of the (i:zntry. g 8TY piece goods

ctober, 1867.

B

ey e
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i i ods within
i g lace in the price of these go
i great fall which has taken p i s £ e
1 lo":v;ir;gr;:nttll;(; vtfiwrgviluations fixed for duty by Act XVII ({'f' }':i);],o{.)a
:1:185 {:;come ultoget’her out of proportion to the market rates no g

nex hereto
ini is point, I have the honor to an: e

t to form an opinion on this point, ot ot b’ sk

& enab‘l}? (i'(;:\??ll:;e;riﬁ' and present market vg‘lu'e rates 0;1 fggr Ir:é)]:e il Tioagclohe’

afs:i:t'emde m;:ip(;ion cof goods, viz, (1) 89 inch, 71b. bln(r)mxtiﬁ. (f.i'r)qt memi(;ne & crticls $6-will

(3) 29 inch le twist. n the firs C il

29 i . T. cloths ; and (4) 40s. mule Bhiait 1 I b ehan

i u;)ch,tl‘liilshs;gt:ment ;hat th(e tariff rate is an anna and'ha l;z;z:toggrmﬁc]e Et;he Ar ol

be S]eeltl ‘; making a difference of 11 annas per piecs ; on .d?ff NSHEHF B 6 el

b it er 1b chivher than the market value, making 8: iffe el Ihaor ) ani il

. onle a[l"}?dp't is half an anna per Ib. higher than the market gt(i) g per Tb. highiar
gﬂ : lest ;er lluiece ; and on the fourth article the tariff rate is abou

anna ;
than the market rate.

ia in December last
i i Government of India in g
i i n their report to the Bppromih i
'Tl}lle g;zgrﬁnrg:ﬁif&tttii; the valueslzhey agreed on ‘;rsgofﬁdwbé%? :1}11:{;30 *55 ;l)( g
o vk the American cotton cro| 367 sh. it ol
7 K rarthee sgon b til:r!l;e:; Ic:h(;,fx;ge,” it was also said, :gx b;l?ethgzsxz‘r:r ?’f thes P
“« ?af;'(:ﬁi]ezro?'n;r:;zcotmn piece goods and twist) will pro 7:1 - 5] e s
> h the result of the American cotton erop of ;(?Gth;s e e e
Thoug ing it to show that it will large]:v exce s s
it regaj‘dl:!}?'el“ further and marked change in the 1po.su‘xon
: < ce.
mid' (;:}:ﬁzwés:mmittee apprehended has already taken pla b @ LR
¥ ucM hants are unanimously of opinioul that}cotto;.l vg:fce . gtoodshev e o e
wigar ine 1 lue rather than H 3 jeady Wiehel
. gt S ivil War, wt the duty on shirtings :
s b LY the American Civil War, when Y it LR
il e m}fdé)ﬁﬁ:;%er considers that the time has nc;w a;:r;zeswu e ML (o
o Ak a:i]d . (fer Act XVII of 1867 should, in the matter o
tariff sanctioned un ot
¥ B lly to request that
yarns, be subject_ed 1w lirected by the Committee of 'Manageqien?llrgip:}:&i t"}; f9s qu ot
St e .s"(}llt Hono:able the Governor in Counci W1. S S A, A 0
o Excenexl))c}f: thethl:alg‘rtl)vernmer’u; of India aras early a d(zlite as may be p
i jeet before of 1 : o |
thlscf ﬂbgf-‘(t ixf the present rates being immediately effecte e de T
o et ther directed by the Committee respeqtfu) N %:.u]l))le to Tl
ﬁnd : ?}?; tl‘glx:h; Honorable the Governor in Council may
Excellency lig
ber’s recommendation.

0 ) . d ’fna’l‘l’et !)(Llueﬂ' i,", M L)Ch April (ln(l O(,‘tObé) 186: .
. ; f

MARCH AND APRIL 1867. ‘ OCTOBER 1867.
Varus,
Description of Goods RATE. . VALUR. ’ RATE.
escription "
Tariff.| Market.| Tariff.| Market.| Tariff. |Market.|Tariff. [Market.
A As As. As.
s. | As. :
5 13 11-4 | s-11 | 8
39 in. 7 1bs. Shirtings 13 134 o-11 | 6
75 10 (5-8 5
39 in. 8 Ibs. L. Cloths u 11 143 5-% 7-2 11
in. I .
-12 | 2-10
Ibs T Cloth 1 | 124 [2-12)3-2 | 1 104 |2
20 in. 4 lbs T. Cloths : :
13 11
13 13 :
40s. Mule

; 12th November, 1867.
No. 2619, dated o : |
R —By A. P Bernasis, Es Officiating Commissioner quustums, Bozzimy
epoet—y A. F. BeLLasis, #3q., Y

issi the honor
iciati ner of Customs has
; going the Officiating Cou‘m)lSS}“) ioner in charge Import Ins-
by e i fci):‘eob ve to the Assistant (,ommlsixot i
g sferring the abov e i et
. leponl)tha[,t(t):c;:ie\lr °A. G. Maury sta:esh A Lgmt. ;}‘1](:1 T . i
artment, Mr. A. G. : 8 e
pecung Depa Fagia? i D, ree,
dryee st heavy sufferers.
varns, as stated by the Se : : BT
turiff ,values, and thut consequently the 1 9
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“ Mr. Maury is of opinion that an alteration of the tariff values on icee @oods and
b i.?[desirabl& But at the same nmg 1t dppearg to him Questionable mﬂ‘:gr uf:og: ex=
th,ly the right time to make that altgmtmn, %Wrding'm ther "ad Meldil 5f the Secretury
to the Chamber of Commerce, the object, for Which the TeSent tariff yyq made ad interim has
net been fully attained, Viza, the knowle&ge‘of the fabuf: of the cotton crop for
1867-68, and, pending a full !{nowledgenf _ﬁhatv_xl‘aaﬂt_;, it APPears ruther premature  (unless
what the Merchants ask for is anothgar ad inter; tariff) to revise the
goods aud yarns. fei hat»G' : i ) _ ool
.« Mr. Maury does not think gt L rornment will permit , system of interim taviffs,
and for that reason he thinks it would not be 0 the "ﬂmﬁm of the mﬁf,:n'f'u to have the
present rutes altered and ew oues fixed on 1] market values, wlich
are not equal to those rulin
the calculated increase of

4 b 'bﬁlsi& Qf the
g previous to the Ameri i PPSSen_t

. lan be ‘ 11 ¢ (with
'~ Am erican  eotgoy in Englyy d)’ and w} h may naturally (
decline. If then the ad interim .

A and expected 1ve a further
: ' System 8. ﬂmaﬂnwﬂ, and the tan%m n:?ﬂ:o(al;m it is usually
for & periad of from threo to five yaamsy the Values being pygqq upon the preseut rates, mer-
chants will be heavy lqseré; Whereas if {p, alteratigy 18 dg erred yp;] the result of the
Americau cotton crop is known, the rates (on the‘m’&fﬁpﬁm of a fall the value of cotton
in England) will be much l'ower, and allow of lower figures bor fixed for the tariff,

*“ The result of the cotton STOD must b kngywp 0 & mongl, o St din hidh- period M.

wy is of opinion that itwonl&‘be'niorstbthe,ﬁ&wim R 'b’.‘»’“' o .
yt;::{)f the plx)'esem taviff,” &gQOf ﬂl&ﬂ&rﬁ!lanfsto SR sl

92 Mhe Officiating Deputy CO}Ixmissioner of Chstomg 3 . sth Mr.
Assistant Commissioner Maury, writeg that « 4 tariff ca;m!(:;: D;itll?ou‘:mcm?n§m:'tlitcl;l in-
convenience and loss to traders, be modifj.q frequeny]y a ort,interml ngﬁa ! i
has been in force but a short time, and € perigq '(t,h i : A i
Ametican cotton crop will be known) whi h

e at which the result of the
- . i %8 fixed for it paur s
near at hand. To make g Previous P

s YISIon as to eotton goods, is
i i e certainly will have to be re-re-
vised will cause great disturban » And gy 1y e in
to others” . v b Joss to some as it will gt
The Officiating Commissioney of Customs i, fﬂl‘Warding the
Vide accompaniment to Mr, Lane’s Totgep to to Teport gy,

NE R aboye Opinions has the honor

icipati e 8 Committes of 1866, ane
Government of India No, 46, dated 7¢h January tlclpatmg the Unsettlag State & ’
1867, Financial Department, v 800ds mapleat

in b aeof the cotton pif}‘;’:
Paragraph 4 op thei rt to
.. Goverg. t : ) ¢ Tepor
that “ following the curTent rates, which are = Oflf)lem;h o n the margin, stﬁlbﬁ:
been considerably 1.'ec’.uceu_fmm.the fo"“‘e”a"ﬁ‘nms,'u e 9 ';8111‘('33 now a&q‘gne({f (?cd
to meet the immedinte eXigeneies of ¢ e cuse, 4 ‘“e’:l relief witl thus be ;1' :‘l)‘ o
cominend that these valyes should bs 5 excephonullv t0 rev er desire specially i
of the American cotton ,6rop for 1847 shall beeg ’ Avmon 48 soon as the re hod
change in the positioy of these impopy icles of o Ii::her and very mar] vy
the present state of the cotion market canyop, therefore, be take Pro ably. thqu occur, ‘;he
valuations, which will ordinarily b, followeq unti} anothep geuerxallaa 8 guide ipn hx‘mg
4. Although the 0ﬂipiatipg: Commi'ssioner b eVision of the tariff

i’n/eTfm. tariﬂ_', yet by‘ the .lee lnfo.l'matiun is %Uected ¢ mms e"?ﬂl(} not 0 b
the p.n.rlod‘ will have arrived whie S Contemplygad by 'I‘ m' ;}‘as and Caleutta mar o

pm‘ismn of the rates 1 the .Ehl'(-:e Pl‘eﬂldency Ultles wiu 5 ar ‘.Oommlttee, and a 00
revise the present values of Pleces gaogs, Chable t), Government. of India to
MR PR e

ﬁo, 77.] From—E, H LUSHINGTON, Esy., Seey. 5 the Goyg, of Ind;
R {7y ) Cliief ;Secretary to the Gowrnment of Bémb diq,

With reference to Jour letter N, 4184, a4
warding a representation fyop, the mbey s l‘e]e) eeeml.,er 1867 ,.f.Ol‘l'l
of the present tariff fratesl e ;r Urging g rew?l?d
to forward a eopy o a letter the Goy, and Yarng, am dgfslrb‘
dated 20th December 1867, o ngal, No. 3216,
No. 197, dated 18, Januaxy, 1865,
No. 8.1 From—E. W. RAVENSCROFT,

Esq., oy, Chie
Ab-=Lhe Seeretary ¢ the Governmen; of I'n%" ge;:int::wneou. o Bombay,
; Neray,
With reference to paragraph Epr.

fab 2 of my logge, A
to forward to you, for sgbm“‘s:.""? to thcts_ Hovernmens of Igi?;teghfnd ultimo, Iam directed
memorandum from the meuéll,sm?iner_;) Cuatomg, Salt ang 0 i Wpanying copy of &
therewith received, sh_owmg 1¢ details of the I’reniling pium, g q of ‘the 5 tig
yarns in Bombay during the past tep months, Prices ;

8rey piece goods and

Present rates of grey




Statement of average values of Yarns and Grey Piece Goods from introduction ofnew Z’nnﬂ' up ?‘o'ddt_e‘. ‘ e 3 |
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: i : ‘ ; ; No. 570, dated 15th February, 1868.
- g _g ! g - - No. 80.] From—H. L. HaRRIN, Esq., Junior Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal,
s g ; bt gk § To—The Secretary to the Government of India, FINANCIAL DEPT.
s gl TR s o & With reference to your letter No. 32186, dated the 20th December last, T am  directed to
T S ‘E,' .E S L Wb ol e ’ forward herewith for the information of the Governor Ge-
Rl LSy He §. -y T' g » ? ebruary 1868. . naral in Council, a copy of a letter from the Board of Re-
Ak LS O B ) » .§ _ driase venue, Lower Provinees, together with the orviginal papers therewith received, being a
hauting e - b _:;A < o] report on the application made by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for an immediate re- -
_. R Py e o ~t : | g e vision of the Import Tariff values of British piece goods, &c. A '
A _gt R Secmmwcwsoe w o < £ 2, The Lieutenant Governor desires me to say that he concurs generally in the opinions
e SHINONTONS e = 3 which have been expressed by the Board. ; .
T A R AEARRDTNL e S prid by £
N OO0 oM HrN OB oo ~me FichR e 3. Thembumoﬁr%gqﬁgin;lpape;sis,gegueﬁed.., ¥ p
¥ g 1o °°°.°°;.;°;°._¥°c;‘°;;; Ay — = ; ‘Li el i : eSS S
e g s g B Rooooe tiineds § .§ : - No. 631C, dated 5th February, 1868.
.» 0 : " . ;.—‘ D O A X z . . ot prawr e l’.,‘_ Rr S v % ; ’ . Y
i R O TR B ,_,_O:;';-"“ iR o o Rl LS~ T | 2 No. 81.] From—R. L. Maxarss, Esq., Ofig. Junior Secy. to the Board of Revenue, L. P,
Mok s : g»t‘/“ ‘ °°°°°Hmﬂ”°°°°“;ﬂ° - 5 R E i N .'A%‘.‘[.- . et 3 3 B T ]
R o ey LSS U L Fe S 7o The QRS IGEVE feievessonen of - aoal o
i § | °°%%macovcs OwRSEees g * With reference to your letter No. 4592, dated the 24th of December last, with enclo-
| 8| esss i ke SO o | s sures, which are herewith returned, I am ‘dirécted to submit a report from the Collector
T 3 i b oiad a g = ~of Customs No. 35, dated the 18th ultimo; together with the accompanying Stateéments,
e e A rHNS oo Mo o o = seven in number, marked A to G, and to observe as follows : — “
s W V 2. The Board agree with the Collector of Customs that the time has now arrived for
g e et 8 X o o the revision of such of the fixed values in the Import Tariff on cotton goods which are
s SR RNO B0 ®m i as 2 Ay e \ shown to differ very materialg, from the present m‘rkget values, but as opposed to the
i £ 0 U Sl tion o' ™ - = recommendation made by the Collector, they are of opinion that such revision should he
e R 4 e ° ° made at once ; and since the evident tendency of the'market is to fall still lower, that it
£ b L LT e - would be advisable to fix the revised values for a limited period only, leaving them open to
& | Ponumonve Ll iy A, ‘ re-adjustinent, in accordance with the market values ab the elose of that period if necessary.
2 ] migals ANvNd~mnome P 3. With re to the reference made by the Secretary to the Government of India
2 Bt £ N s k4 : in the Financial Dgg#i_-tm:aﬁt, as to the expediency of temporarily abandoning, in tg'e pre-
e S “sent, uncertain state of the market, the plan of a fixed tariff value on piece goods of the
- ®Cocsvecccoma g, o ; ‘ elass known as greys, and of levying duty according to the market value of the day, I am
3 COTNH O o = to observe that, as the market values of cotton goods fluctuate from day to day, rendering
= i) : SO B ® - ‘the action of the Customs Authorities uncertain and open to question, and as experience
M O RO S i LA ‘has shown that the orders passed by the Collector in the appraisement of such goods have
i - : given rise to bickerings and dispute, the Board are fully E;':pa.red to support the Collector
vg ok -1 - X PR P Pigh . i deprecating the adoption of the suggestion which has heen made. ;
2 _7° S8nNonwne OO0 e 0 4. The Board feel sure that it is to the interests generally of toth the mercantile
. OO OO St i 01 s — ol community and the revenue, that all such values should be definitely fixed, though, perhaps,
e SO~ © o it may be found necessary to fix them for limited periods only. Tn furtherance of these
X : W views, they would shronﬁey recommend, if there are no insurmountable difficulties in the
= B ®HmocSwe S | ‘way of domg so, that t roﬁa.l ‘made by the Chamber of Commerce of fixing values
s oﬂﬂﬁﬂommbmcﬁ,azﬂawmc i in the tariff on manufact fabries, should be carried out. :
g SPO S e o Wiy gy & sy 5. Adverting to the remarks made by the Collector on this subject, in the 30th para-
e v © o raph of his report, it appears to the Board that it would not be a more difficult task to
= W b L ¥ S S oy . getermine certain fixed values for such fabrics as are commonly imported, than to ascertain
S PR aRcavsuowa et | skl their market values at the time of appraisement. A further report, however, will be called
» o‘eo‘oo-—v-—c—.-....mq.::- R ¥ o for from the Collector on this subject.
¥ W 6. The return of the enclosures is solicited when no longer required.-
= ik °°°°°°°00cbge A :
- < = : s
§~ gszsﬁo"'@msgmgﬁ“”mmc ° o { $Y 4 s 4;\ :
- b L T et i e O £ 1 LR No. 35, dated 18th January, 1808. .
LTI AT No. 82,3 Prom—1J. A. Crawror, Bsq., Collector of Customs, Calentta,
G AL T2 A .E '§ tam ~": To—The Junior Seeretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinca".: T
g : ﬁg , §c"§ z : ) With reference to your Memorandum No. 4665 f;f llthe 81st ultimo, and its enclosares,*
2 ¢ & : I have the honor to report as follows. s
5 '-3 AEIAB2g § 28 ’E‘% ) - w2 * Original papers returned. 9, There are two questions submitted for opinion in the letter
« ze82ze e =% 1§ 12 g & No. 3216 of 20th December 1867 from the Secretary to the Government of India, Financi
g‘ ébnmnm- ':8g$g8§7 =§»£a. é 5 | DWMMWL : ' \
R E-ARIE SgS sk 53 & 8 < _ ' 1st.—An expression of opinion is called for on the application of the Bengal Chamber of
z - s e B g | immediate revision ‘of the i iff values of British pi
2 : - Sns B § £.8 i~ ' Commerce for an immediate revision of the import tariff values of British piece
r A g§ =":===:=:::§::'= :fg 87‘E§E§ ﬁ | goods pnd yprne. -. '
EE E g?.g U:g _ '§m | 2ndly ~The expediency of temporatily abandoning fixed values of grey goods in favor of
E i z , : levying duty on the market values of the day. :

SSREPE ——
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3rdly.—To this is to be added the request o
. L f .3
G 8 il of ol St f e, fr o e
VoK xe o T
day. ?“ed in lieu of charging the duty on the market rate of the

3. With regard to the first poi ;
1 X : point, wiz., the £
;‘:{3 Jmﬁé ‘{80;17‘1 {il:'a;:vhiathtentlpn to the 4th para, :f Eensll::e o’lt“arﬂil; ﬁCxoed v.alu?s of grey goods
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ﬂamsv g articles, viz.,

and mule yarn No, 40
.8 Tt will be seen from the State i
gﬁrhngs 7 tbs., the tariff rat:ssmm‘&‘ that taking the lower of
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has been lower than the tariff from the 171:{1“3:{1;;'5&]1 is Rs.
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value being on that date ng.‘sb-oi’;enl;at:, bti:ntati;'wvﬁy Ings e the 1t A“Eﬂstl the
y market
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17.  With reference to mada Rt
. e pollams the rate

pared with the tariff rate from J aly 17th whee;a thepexzaiﬁst ol 1

2-7 annas or nctt Rs, 2.8 : X : rate was OWnwards, as oom.
ity ctt Is. 2-8-1 against Rs. 2-7 since.which the diﬂ'erenc?s ha. 2'1&3;1 against Rg,
: against the

18.  The 21bs. 8oz goods in I
o 5 . n like manner the tariff value is Rs
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90. With 5tbs 4oz. goods 50 inch the value has fallen from 1sb June. Then we have T
cloths and drills which are rated at 11 annas the pound. On 61bs T cloths there is a loss after
the 1st July and on 71bs goods after the 2nd September,

21.  With drills 28 inch x 30yds-91bs there isa loss after the 1st May, and on 1libs
goods there is a similar result after the 1st June.

99 Statement B gives the difference of the average market value of each weight of grey
shirtings for the 10 months, as compared with the tariff rate of each, and the total average
value of all kinds of grey shirtings is 24 pies above the tariff values of 13 annas, per Ib.

23. Statement C. gives the average of grey madapollams, the total average is } pie per Ib
above tariff rates.

94. Statement D. gives the result of 2 pies per Ib above the tariff on & similar average,
Statement E. is a corresponding statement with regard to grey drills and shews a total average

of 3 pies per Ib against the market.

95. Tt must be borne in mind that though this may be the case in consequence of high
values during the early part of the ten months, yet that to take the average of all kinds when
the importations of some kinds are very limited, whilst of those on which there is a loss the im-
portations are and are likely to continue large, is not any ground for arriving at the conclusion
that no injustice is being done to the market, such is the state of the market, that I am advised of
an actual sale of 7ibs shirtings @ 5 the picce, while at the tariff rate are assessed at 13
annas the tb or Rs. 5-11 the piece, which is a better comment on the tendency of the rates than

any I can offer.

28, Statement F gives the same particulars regarding twist, as is given in Statement A.
rezarding grey piece goods, only that the rates are caleulated by the morah or skein the unit of
value for sale. The number of morahs to 1 Ib of each number of twist is given in red ink, and
it will be seen by a reference to the Statement G- that with the exception of from No. (80—100),

the tariff rate is against the market.

97. In taking the average of the last 10 mo_nt-hs I do so mere}y for the parpose of SheWi_ng
the result of the rates for that period. The time 1tselfe 10 months, is too short a time on which
to base any calculations, other considerations must be introduced, such as the tendency of.the
market which is falling and the reason of that tendency the expectation of a large American
cotton crop. 1f my information is correct, that the American Government has removed the
late tax from cotton, there will be a decided impetus given to the export from that country.
This will of itself cause prices at howme to rule lower even than they are now doing ; and the prices
ruling in England form a very important item for consideration in settling the tariff rate of

goods out here.

98, Taking all these considerations together, I am of opinion that ﬂ}o:‘e 'is a very good
case for revision, but at the same time I would recommend although it will of course be
difficult to get those who are i{ltel'csbcal to agree to this, that the revision of tho tariff rates tu!ic
place simultaneously with the 1ssue”uf the annual Budget Statement, for the Government will
then have the further experience ot the time which will elapse between now and then, and if
I mistake not, the result will be then very much what I anticipate, a return to the values which
obtained before the American War, that this will be the case [have personally no doubt whatever ;
for it is curious to observe how close the rates are now approximating what they were 6 years
ago.
99. With reference to the proposal to charze duty ad valorem on grey goods as atemporary
measure, I am inclined to believe that it would lead to a good deal of irritation and daily
disputes as to market values, and that it would be better to leave matters as they are at present
till the actual revision of the rates is determined upon. ‘

30. 'The subject of having a fixed value for manufactured goods is one avhich opens up
o wider field of investigation, and I think the Chamber of Commerece should be called on to
show how they would arrive at the objest they desire. To mo the subject appedrs franght with
difficalty, and I confess that 1 do not myself sce any satisfactory mode of dealing with this ques-

tion,

S, R~72t001
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No. 83.]
Marct April, May.
TABLE. A,
M ARSI
7th, 22nd, 6th. L 7th.
Rs. A, P, Rs, A, P, Rs A, P, Rs. A, P. Rs. 4. P
Grey Shircing, 3940 inch, 38}yds, 48reed, 5t lbs, .| 5 7 ¢ 570 550 560 550
Ditto ditto ditto 52reed, 6 1bs, w| 6 60 6 40 630 680 610
Ditto ditto  ditto 56 reed, 7 Ipg, T26 706 615 0 708 615 6
Ditto  ditto  gjsto ditto ditto el i 72 6 718 780 716
Ditto ditto  gitto G0reed, 7 1bs. 80a, .., | 710 o T80 780 712 0 711 0
Ditto  aitto dmoumd,eme.uoa... 820 810 715 0 850 ayo
Ditto ditto dmodmowmsos...,a?o 85 0 880 899 811 0
Ditto ditto ditto 68 reed, 9 Ibg, w| 900 814 0 814 0 900 9 20
" Ditto Mm.mumvm w| 790 750 2989 780 710
Ditto difto  ditto ditto g qs, w| 87 0 8 50 820 820 80 o
Ditto ditto diﬁoumed,vlhn. - 9 8 0 9 6 0 2 8 0 2190 9210
Ditto ditto :litfo 66 reed, 10 1bs, (10 5 ¢ 10 38 ¢ 019 10 1 ¢ 405 3 -0
Ditto  49-50inch aitto 64 reed, 101bs, |10 1 0 1000 914 o 914 o 910 ¢
Ditto 54 inch ditto 64 reed, 111n, w111 0
1 0 0 1014 o 1014 g 1010 o
Greymdapouama,sz-mchuydusmdmméon. | 310 6 298 2 9g 210 ¢ e
06
Ditto ditto ditto 52 reed, ibs, enil *8HTD
i d, 300 300 30¢ 30 s
Ditto ditto ditto 66 reed, Slbs, 4oz, ., 850 3 86 $8g¢ 34¢g E
Ditto b0inch ditto 56 reed, Slbs 40z |, 590 570 560 415 o 415 o
Grey T Cloth 82-inch 24 yds, 52 reed, Glbs, w| 510 510 $10 410 o 410 o
Ditto  ditto ditto 56 reed, 7lbs, 610 610 610 510 o 510 o
Groy Drills 28 inch 30 yds, 9 Ibs; =] %4 8pyd] 04 8pyd] 04 spyalg Weydlo 4 ypga
Ditto  30inch ditto 11 1bs: DS B o di A o w | 056 0 410

(11 )

June, July. August, Beptember.
7th 1st 17th, 1st, 17th. 1st. 16th. ond 2lst.
17th, -
Rs. A. P, Rs A, P Rs. A, P, Rs. A, P. Rs. A. P, Rs. A, P, Rs. A, P. Rs. A, :’. R::P;
4 4 s 5
580 510 411 0 8 4 40 410 813 0 :
50 512 0 590 520 412 6 411 0 470 470 490
51
1moe 676 636 606 511 6 510 6 35 566 590
8
30 610 0 656 616 513 0 512 0 596 596 511 0
81
750 720 614 0 610 0 680 620 610 680
790
712 0 790 7586 7380 614 0 610 0 614 0
850 810
850 810 713 0 710 0 780 750 613 0 7 60
890 ;
814 0 810 0 860 8 40 820 712 0 710 0 7140
200
690 630 600 5120. 580 540 530 540
613 0
790 780 700 660 660 6 2 0 610 6§80
713 0
8130‘ 8§70 840 711 0 800 770 g A 780
815 0
0 940 920 9 00 814 0 810 0 810 0 810 0
913 0 9 0
0 950 920 814 0 814 0 810 0 810 0 810 0
280 9 8
10 9 0 105 0 10 20 914 0 912 0 910 0 910 0 912 0
1010 0
0 290 280 276 250 250 2 486 280 280
2 10
. 0 270 280
206 306 215 6 214 6 211 6 210 6 29
346 346 8 3 86 8§20 215 0 214 6 212 6 210 6 212 6
415 0 411 0 490 4 80 440 4830 410 410 428
10 0 410 0 490 486 470 2800 £50 410 440
4
00 510 0 590 586 6'7'0 570 560 520 520
51
038 7ip.yd.{0 3 7pyd|{0o 8 Iip.yd| 0 81}p.yd| 0 8 Op.yd. |0 210}p.yd. |0 210} p.yd.{ 0 210kp.yd.| .
Dido W 10 ' 83 % LF0 210 5 o B8 Tl R U gl o T T ¢ SRRSO BT T Sl D R e

.\




Octo
TABLE A, £ o mber 25
- R
S G i £
‘\_
md, | gy 2nd, Tth g“
[ y 2t o
e e T
Ke A,
A.P.Rs.A.P, Rs. A, P, Rs. A, p Be AP Re. AP
Grey Shi L 5 it .
'y Shirting 39-40inch, 38}yds, 48 reed, 5ilbs, 3963090 39 6
¢ : : 399 390 s 5
Ditto ditto  ditto 52 reed, 6 lbs. 47 0la 7 ol S
o o 4 56
438 9
L 440 52 0}
Ditto ditto  ditto 5 s goie o
6 reed, 7 Ibs, Sos 57 0[5 g 0 5 5% ¥ o }
10 |
516 par R |
|
Ditto ditto  ditto  ditto di : il |
tto o 590580 5 ¢ 6 5
89
58 0 63 13§
Ditto ditto  ditto  ?
lBOreed,?l‘ba.,soz. yoa 6 1 0/515 o 515 ¢ ‘ &
: .
U g 514 0 611 5% !
Ditto  Qitto  ditto 64 reed ,,] ¢ : o |
, 8 Ibs. 24 0z, ., 7006180 g14 ¢ : |
» 611 o 69 ¢ 7 6 8% |
‘ |
Ditto ditto  ditto di
tto 8-6lbs. 8oz 7 6 07 5 ¢ 7890 '014 A
615 ¢
614 o 71 8
Ditto ditto  ditto 66
eed, 9 Ibs, o 711 0|7 13 of 712 ¢ g oy
9 0
77 o 8 4 43 /.
Ditto  4445inch  ditto 56 reed, 7 lbs, e
s 1510510 540 .
: 0
. 4 8 ¢ 514 9
Ditto ditto ditto di
» tto 8 Ibs. o 61 0/6 0 ¢ 518 o . 58 2
0 o
| 58 0 613 6 £
Ditto  ditto  ditto 64 reed, glbs, 7 o x A3 ‘
20T 20 g1y 4 810 . - r
" 0 - A e
66 0 | 81 s
Ditto  aitto  ditto ' y &
o tto 66 reed, 101bs, 8 6 08 3 g T14 0 ; '787} ’
71 : '
00 S iy 9 0 43 i
Ditto  49-50inch ; ‘4
ditto - 64.reed, 101bs, 8§ 5 0/8 1 ¢ 7185 o I
1 7860
729 814 43
' Ditto ' Sdinch ditto 64 reed, 111bs P 38
! 99 09 40 814 ¢ *
83 g
8§32 9 015 0}
8 inch ¢ ! y |
rey Madapollams, 32inch 24yds, 48 reed, 2lbs, Soz, 216216 115, ik
112 3
) T ¢ 25 03
Litto ditto ditto. 5
to 52 roed, 91bs. 23 27 002 % of a'g .o o Y oot .
20
] 28 g 211 23
Ditto ditto  ditto 50 reed, 3lbs, 40z, 210 6211 of 2 0 ¢ ke
2
F A 2.8 ¢ 215 ¢ :
Ditto sbinel.  ditto 50 reed, 5lbs, 40z, 4 1 0315 0/ 818 6 ’ et ‘
310 §
8 e R PR
Grey T. Cloth 32%inch 24yds. 52 reed, glbs. 4 0 0.4 0 0| 815 b b |
T e U g
% S B R ) EVR T 1
Y :
. ' ' 4 1 3% ‘
Ditto ditto ditto 56 reed, 71bs. :
510510 4140 113 o 418 0 5%
} , i 5
. 1 504 |
Grey Drilla 28inch 30yds, 9 Ibs ' ! ‘
. il L . n 2 3 ‘
Skpyd| o o Spyil g 3 Apsal o 3 7
: 0
Ditto ~ 80inch ditto 11 Ibs, . 0 4 v
. Yo Do A R 0;8 AR 0 4 4
/ 0 40§

The 18th Ja nuary 1868,

J. A. CRAWFORD,
Collector of Customs,
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Grey Shirtings—average value for tew months, viz., Jrom Yst March to 31st December 1867.

No. 84. 1
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o o No. 1217, dated 25th February, 1868.
8 - R N w o = & an l:i.?. No. 90,1 From—E. H. Lusatveron, Esq., Secy. to the Govt, of India, FiNasciaL Depr,
g Pas Lo © o = o & 5 To--The Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
= ) =
2 FR . L T LR MR | o é In reply to your letter of the 15th instant No. 570, I am instructed to state
2 S that the Government of India concurs in the necessity for an immediate revi-
3 > 8 - sion of the tariff valuations of British Piece Goods, and considers it should be
S'—g e i 2 i s Bz based on the averages of the last six months.
2% i — = ) - = ’ !
S § : i e T S erarta i 5 & S 2. I am accordingly to suggest that a small Committee be at once formed
£ S g S Tigey ©8 by the Government of Bengal, to make a temporary adjustinent of the Tariff upon
& 5 e WL i Sl b cotton goods of every description except bleached and fancy goods.
4 Bl B 3 3. The work would perhaps be done promptly by a Committee consisting
g B < g s i L T of a Member of the Board of Revenue, the Collector of Customs and a gentleman
§ -4 % * e = - i nominated by the Chamber of Commerce, and the revised valuations recommend-
Ss - & ! ~ -3 ed by such a Committee might be fixed for one year, subject to further revision
& 5 s = Ky ~ — e g if necessary at the end of that time.
O ~
2 i, b Ly 4. In proceeding with the duty the Committee might be required to
5 P i R ey 0 R ARG bear in mind that recent advices shew an improvement in the value of fabrics and
S & St al Ll o BTSN e ST throw considerable doubt on the estimate of increased Cotton cultivation in the
g §§ "1 PRy . = o > g United States. This was probably held in  view by Mr. Crawford when he re-
S &5 o 2y - -y ~# i : commended that the revision should be delayed un-tl.l the production of the Budget.
3 §°‘ i S > = - o That time has however now arrived, and the revision should therefore be com-
S : 5 pleted without delay.
IS ‘ St o
3 S 3 No. 1259, dated 27th February, 1868.
= =}
2 < 3 3 No. 91.] From—E. H. LusuINGTON, Esq., Secy. to the Govt. of India, FINANCIAL DEPT.,
a0} § ‘g go : 5 3 3 S a : To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
g 'E B s _ A ! With reference to my letter of t,he 25th instant No. 1217, I am directed to
= : $ f i TR ; state that it would be an advantage if the Committee were to review, in the light
3 \\ of the experience gained during the past year, the Import Tariff Schedule attach-
> : ed to the Customs Duties Act.
3 4 9. The following omissions have been brought to the notice of the Govern-
§, £ ™ ® . F e 9.0 G R ment of India, and the present opportunity should be taken of introducing the
% i § oo e = e N P requisite entries into the specification of dutiable articles :—
2 ‘0 . - . - - -
g : S e i T Unwrought Coral accidentally omitted in the Import List, see Separate Re-
? 3 TR = N S S venue Proceedings, September 1867, Nos. 56 to 58, herewith sent.
~ = . Lt Nﬂ . . .
8 g RS e R o s e ~Aa e Steel Rails, to be put under the head of Railway materials assessable at
&S go d r~® o ot =% =R =3 o one per cent.
: 00 g ~H = ™~
;;‘ E g ©° °° oa 4o °: SR el s Angle and T Iron to be put under the one per. cent duty rate.
= S :
- ST Thread in reels and cards, at Rs. 2-8 per gross reel of one hundred yards.
5 =y == A proportionately lower valuation for shorter lengths, on the same princi-
; . PR e TR ple, at a higher valuation for longer lengths.
=~
g § & B 3. Other anomalies of a somewhat similar character may perhaps be
o - o~ pas e B i - ; found, and if the attention of the Committee were given to the matter, all requisite
B 5 8 amendments could be at once effected.
5 i TN O ok < SRR R e 4 S. R—72 to 91,
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7 which the Lteutehant-ﬁo‘mmog;; will - per
mw%ﬂ;h%mg; of Commerce in Cglgmta , ,u-“x

s, -
stan,of yousltens to oue s s, wi
Mr. H @ﬁm‘,’! Or ‘ st {'
'l‘anﬂ'onCottpnﬁoods ' AR 45 x
tooillta‘“m‘ i, kb : |
(B ﬁi &eﬁankag«%reﬁ “’ :
1 thinks
pects

necessity now for rmsmgthe exi Tariff, - ros

z]fm:hteh&?ttxzfglarket ge now much ¢ mhd. since the lgfiter M the Chamber
to th.».mg of the Government was eﬂ,mﬂ th mh a;:e&gg “to tge
the price of cotton and w since ; to the
ﬁ:e:;;ut; of the crop now on the round, Mr ‘Henderson is of opinion that
the Tariff should remain as 1t ls,4 and than wlhex‘: tb;e market becomes more

thﬂBda ﬁw’@y ﬁﬁ heard sunilar Staféﬁlentst;egarglng PI'IGGS, ,&c

ants wim homhahas poken on the subject.
se ¢ e have thought it right "-'lay

| hat upon the Import Tanﬁ Schednle be postponed as

suggested b’ Ml’. Hendmon.
‘We have the honor to be,
S1R,

Your most obedient Servants,
‘E. T. TREVOR.
J. A. CRAWFORD.

Waex the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, following the least of the Bombay Chamber,
called attention in November last to present Tariff value as fixed in 1867, with a view to
their reduction in consequence of the great fall in cotton and cotton manufactures, the
‘statements then brought forward in favor of a revision of the enstmg Tariff values were
no doubt fully warranted by the altered position of the raw material.

Supplies of cotton, particularly from America, had largely increased, and there seemed
no reason to doubt that from other countries shipments of the staple would be continued
on an average scale. The article was in consequence rapidly approaching its normal price
before the American War, and values of cotton manufactures fell in sympathy ; indeed, such
was the anxiety evinced to realize that many Importers in this market were selling largely
for arrival at about the rates current before the American War, thinking, no doubt, that by so
~ doing they were acting judiciously for their own interests or those of their constituents.




' A )
n Market, however, has not followed |
last. Tléipclfm from America have not been so large as were generally anticipated, from other
countries they have been rather under them over those of the year previous, and with the
rospect of a reduced cultivation in the States, cotton has. for sometime past heen attracting
?onsiderable attention, and not only have stocks been reduced to a minimum in England, but
I;rices have been rapidly advagcinmgﬂ. Fag Bengal having risen from 44° to 73° per 1b., and
description nearly in pro Thindes, (A I S s
OtherVa‘luesP(}f' Pieoa.y@}obﬂﬂ 913 lbq Indian Markets “have advanced considerably durin
the same period, or since the application of the Chamber of Commerce for a revision of the
- Tariff values, and the present market values of Grey Goods are now generally above the rates
fixed by Act XVII. of 1867. ‘ : AR e L i
As the difference between the market and Tariff values is at present so. slight, and the
course of the Cotton Market so uncertain, I am of opi

‘ tain pinion that no modification is at present
desirable, for it would, 1. think, be almost impossible st present o arrive at a satisfactory
basis for the geﬂ;hment of fixed values alike fair and equitable to the Government and the
Importer. : ‘ ¢ Bt A SR Rl s 8 TS

I am quite of opinion that Act XVIL. should be revised and modified as early as sible,
A woul%l take i;ha]iﬂerty of suggesting &Qat as so);grnsﬂne Val'ﬂe‘ of cotton is ~ ainpg::eady,
the present Committee be thus requested to take up the question of revised Tariff values for
Cotton Piece Goods. Rt P B S e S

D i A J. H. Hexversoy,
The 13th March 1868. iier 5 VPRI 1y
{ £ P S S ———

Copy forwarded to the Govers ment of Tndia, in the Financial Dep,
for consideration and orders, with reference to partm
925th ultimo, Laiat S i

By Order of , the;Lieufengnt‘-Guvérnor of Beugal,

Forr Wrinrraw, } :
- The 19t March 1868,

THOMAS JONES,
' Tzlsst. S,ecw;.ta;w. of Bengal. -+
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