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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
9thJanuary 1867. :

—

No. 105. Read the following Procoedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th
December 1866, No. 8,829.

Read the following letter from the Principal Inspector General, Medical Depart-
ment, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Fort Saint George,

27th November 1866, No. 4,688 :— .

1. With referenco {o the Procecdings of {Lo Board of Revenue, 88 per margin,
I havo the honor to remark that,. with
referenceto Mr. Ellis' Report, paragraphs
40 and 41, it is not very casy to sco how there cun bo any systcmatic * organiza-
tion for affording medical advice and relicf” during cholera epidemics, considering
the wide tracts of country involved, tho almost constant presence of cholera in the
country, and the very insignificant establishment of the Medical Department, which
is almost entircly occupicd in ministering to tho wants of the Civil and Military

servants of the State. : -
2. It sccms nccessary, beforo proceeding further in the cousideration of this

t tho views of Government ghould be definitely ascertained

No. 7,813, dated 29th October 1866.

important question, tha

on the following poiuts :—
(a.) Whether it is expected that medical aid is to be afforded under dircce

tion of the Government Mecdical Establishment to the entiro population ; or,
Whether the efforts of the Medical Establishment aro to be mainly
directed in the futura, A8 in tha paxt, to providing aid for 4ha Military and Civil
Establishments, and finding subordinates for duty in the Civil Dispensaries already
or hereaftor to be cstablished. I shall be glad, therefore, if the Board of Revenue

will be so good 88 to elicit an expression of opinion from Governmont on this very

important question, bofore 1 procecd to submit in detail a schemo by which such’

an organization 88 the Sanitary Commissioner contemplates might be provided.
3. It may save time, however, if I bricfly review some of the difficultics
which will have to bo considered in the organization of 8 scheme of medical relief to

be practically ascful to tho people gencrally.

4. Tho first that strikes the attention is the inadequacy of an establishment

formed solely for the Lencfit of Government officials, to provide for the wants of

the entiro population.
The population of the Madras Presidency may be reckonced at about twenty-

four millions, and of Great Dritain twenty-eight millions. In the former, we have
a Medical Establishment of all ranks numbering 736; and in the latter, it is calcu-
lated that 20,000 cducated aud legally qualiGed Medicul wen find employment in
ministering to the health of the population.

5. The contrast just made is, in point of fact, not quite a fair onc, for the
Madras Medical Establishment furnishes officers and subordinates to the Provinces
of Mysore, Coorg, Travancore, Hydorabad Assigned Districts, a port'ion of tbe
Central Provinces, Burmah, and the Straits Scttlements; and if the population of
these districts aro taken into account, it will be found that the Government Estab-
Ksbment of 738 individuals are the only persons available for the medical relief of
a population half as large again as that of Great Britain. A considerable num-
ber of the ¢ Tloapital Assistant” class, moreovcr, 8ro not fitted, by experience or
training, for anything more than the carrying out of ordors for tho preparation and
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In this way it might be possible to mako a beginning of a system of medical
relief, that in time would enablo the Government to cope, in some dogree, with the
present unresisted progress of diseasc, amongst its native subjeccts.

0. Epidemic diseases such as cholers, fever, &c., to be treated efliciently
must be trcated early. To accomplish this with the limited staff of theo Medical
Dcpartment, for the peoplo generally, is manifestly impossible. Even in Great
Britain where Medical men bear so much bLigher a8 proportion to the population,
it is found that a cholera epidemic (such as the one now passing over
European countrics) taxes to the utmost the encrgies of the Medical profession,
and that even with tho facilitics which existin civilized countrics for obtaining
medicines and advice, many peoplo die for want of early and prompt treatmont.
Until every considerable village in India possesses a medical practitioner, who 1s
cnpable of affording aid to the cholera and fever-stricken inbabitants, the medical
treatment of discase must be regarded as not satisfuctorily provided for.

10. Should the Government Le satisfied, on consideration of these initial
difficultics, that tho Medicul Establishment sanctioned and kept up on account of
State are inadequate to tho demands of the Civil
iruble to do something to mitigate, as

far as possible, the scourges which destroy so many of the population, thc.:n I would
respectfully submit it i3 highly desirablo that measures should be considered for

training up a class of Mcdical m
Estallishnient of tho State, from their location and duty e

the various departments of the

neacemonts, are unable
o o ?

as desired, instructions will bo drawn up for the guidance of
modo of organizing & system for the distribution of

to give.
11. Mecanwlhile,
Collcctors as to the best

medicines. ‘ ’ )
12. It is scarcely neccssary for mo to add that the proposed measure will

pecessitato larger indents on the ITomo Government for stores, or that the forma-
tion of a cluss of native Doctors for the whole community must prove a costly

Should the Government, however, desire an expression of my views

ding.
proceeding portaut work, I shall be ready to give them

on the best modo of undertaking this im
when required o to do.

Ordered that the foregoing letter be subinitied to Government, with
rmment Order dated 10th October 1868, No. 2,737, and Board's

Prococdings thercon, No. 7,813, dated 29th idem.

2. Tho Board do not suppose that Government contemplated so extensive a
scheme as that indicated in tho above letior ; but the subject is one of such impor-
ofit to be derived from even partial success is so greut,

1.
referenco to Gove

tance, and the possible ben
that the Board deem it worthy of the best consi

to carry out the idca suggested. L
3. Unquestionably, tho main point in dcaling with epidemics in this country

i3, to have on the spot tho mcans of intelligent application, at the earlicst possil.)lo
moment, of all immediatcly availablo rewncdies ; and if by any meane the qualifi-
cations of the native medical practitioners could be so improved as to enable them
to grapple in tho first instanco with discase, there would bo room to hope that tho
ordinarily resulting mortality might be materially dimjnisbed.

en competent to afford the aid which the Medical

deration how far it may be feasiblo -
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