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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
’ ' - 16th November 1867,
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No. 293. Read the following Proceedings of tfle Board of Revenue,.dated 19th
‘ October 1867, No. 6,816,

Read the following letter from the Collector of Malabar, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Calicut, 28th August 1867, No. 193:— o

1. I have the honor to submit the following point for the consideration and

¢ orders of the Board and Government :— | : |
_ From a very early date the practice has prevailed of taking security at Bom-
bay from the exporters of salt to this coast, in order to insure its being duly ship-
ped, instead of being used for home consumption, and being accounted for at the
place of onsignment, and this is supported by Section 124 of the Consolidated

¢
t
i Customs Act No. VL. of 1863. An allowance, however, of ten per cent. for wastage
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- used to be made, and further allowances if good reasons were shown; so that no
penalties were entailed if fair cause for any deficiency appeared.
9. Some months before the last importing season the allowance was discon-
tinued by the Bombay Government on suggestion from Madras. It did uot affect
Except in thirteen cases, in which spécial losses were alleged,

the imports of salt.
aged three per cent. In several instances

tho deficiency in 219 consignments aver
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: ; _ there were small excesses. '
) (’ 3. This result was attributable to the larger Parah or Measure then in use in 4
t Bombay, which was supposed to give an advantage of upwards of ten per cent.; the \

S

galt measured there being received here by weight. |
4. . But the casc is now altered. ' In the present year weighment having been
introduced in Bombay, the above advantage has been lost to the merchants, and
whatever wastage is sustained in transit entails a corresponding penalty on the
importers at the full monopoly rate. The consequence is that the large merchants
endeavour to guard against loss by demanding excessive prices for such salt as they
andertake to bring to Malabar; whilst the risk is so considerable that it tends to
willing to bring small consignments, |
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shut out oshors who would otaerwise b2
altogether from com petition.
In some degree the increase

l
{
) ( the penaltics levied in Bombay. o
’ }Y ‘ | Dut as a certain amount of wastage is to be expected in the transit of such an
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d charge to Government here is reimbursed by
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both delivered to the carriers and received here by \

mmend that an allowance not exceeding five pér cent.
e ; that is, that where the . |

be levied by.the Bombay

article as salt—now that it is

; weight—I would strongly reco
{ on the quantity taken from the Bombay pans bo mad

deficiency here does not exceed five per cent., no penalty
f authoritics. o \ . R

i “This will greatly reduce the pric
. purchased for Malabar.

/ 5. Some arrangement of this sort

Y in.salt is introduced under an Excise system,
' on its export, would not be able to compete with foreign salt unburdened by them;

and I think the arrangement should be made at once. o
6. On another point a clear understanding of the course which will be pursued

/ Ly the Bombay Government sccms necessary to facilitate the offer of tenders,
i In the case of great loss sustained by a gale or storm, the levy of the full monopoly.
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e to Government, and open competition in salt
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will be absolutely necessary when freetrade |
as Bombay salt, with such penalties
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- the Madras Governmenty flevenie Department,
November 1867.
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To the Board of Revenue.

xd. F. R Bantleman.
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16th November 1867, No. 2,715.

1. The Government Lave very
recently re-affirmed their objections to
the system of allowance for wastage
of salt in transit by sed, and they sec

ctor’s letter to Jead them to modify that opinion. .
nt. is really sufficient to cover that wastage, it cannot be

k competition and force Govern-,
y reduce the

without driving matters to gxtremity.
al is open for traffic, and the

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.
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