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P_roceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
' . 21s¢ October 1867.

No. 402. Read the following letter from Surgeon F. DAY, M. ., to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 11th October 1867 :—

1. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of G. O. No. 2,348 of October
7th, with its enclosures, respecting the effects of irrigation works in the rivers of the
Madras Presidency upon the fresh water fisheries.

2. I beg respectfully to suggest the great desirability of ascertaining whether
the fish, whose ascent is stated to be impeded, are speeies resorting from the sea to
the rivers during the monsoon months for the purposes of breeding, or river fish
which, having descended during the freshes, are unable to return to the localities
from which they originally came, and arc consequently casily destroyed when the

rivers are low.
3. The whale of the subject is so full of interest, and of so much importance

in o commercial and ecoriomic point of view, that I would advocate a strict exami-
nation on the spot, as the only plan by which to arrive at conclusive facts. Should
Government be pleased to approve of my suggestion, I beg to offer my services to
proceed to any one of the rivers which may be decided upon for the above purpose,
h provided that my full pay and allowances
* Pay of Medical Storekeeper, Rupees 1,030 o4 q¢ present drawn* suffer no reduction
Presidency house reut - A X
. _ during that period, and also that my
Total 2 month... ., L1350 gctual travelling expenses be reimbursed.
4. Should the above be feasible, I would also point out that it should be
undertaken not later than the middle or end of next month, (when the rivers will be
full,) and continued for about two months, say until the end of January, so that tho
river below the irrigation work may be examined when the bed of the stream is
partially empty.
5. I would suggest a collection being made of male and female specimens of
every sort of fish of commercial value, found in the river, for the Government
ontral Museum, and a duplicate onc for the East Indian Museum. ThisI should
likewise be happy to supervise, if Government will be so good as to direct one of
the Taxidermists, now employed for stuffing fish at the Government Central Museum,
being placed under my orders for the purpose of accompanying me should my
proposals meet with approval. :

No. 403. OrDER THEREON, 21st October 1867, No. 2,469.
1. Ordered to be communicated to the Collec-
tors of the Godavery, Kistna, Nellore, South Arcot;

Piscellaneous.

and Tanjore Districts in continuation of the previous -

correspondence, and that their attention be specially directed to the points noted by

Dr. Day. .
2." The Government thank Dr. Day for his letter, but resolve to wait for the

Collectors® replies before taking any further steps in the matter.
" (True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

"f'g the Collector of Godavery.
,, the do. of Kistna.
,, the - do. of Nellore.
,, the do. ~of South Arcot.
,, the do. of Tanjore.
,, the Board of Revenue.
To Surgeon F.Day, M. »,

Exd. S. T. Acvgustin,

.
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