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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
17th September 1861,

Read the following papers : —

No. 300. Proceedings of tho Madras Government in the Public Departmept,
' dated 26th Juno 1867, No. 745.

Read the following lctter from the Reverond H. CORDES, of the Leipzig Evan-

gelical Lutheran Mission, Tranquebar, to the Chicf Secretary to Govern-

ment, Fort St. George, dated Tranquebar, 17th June 1867, o
1. I bave the honor to bring to the notice of Government that License tax has
been taken from the fow English and Tamil Schoolmasters of our Mission, whose
sonual salary, including grants-in aid, amounts to 200 Rupees and upwards, whilst
wo were credibly informed that no Liconse tax was taken from any of the School-
masters of the Gospel Society, &c. I humbly request that the exemption actually
graated to thein may equally be granted to bur Schoolinasters, and that re-payment

of the tax paid by the latter may kindly be ordered by Goverament.

2. . I would furthermore take the liberty to inquire whether the Superintend-
ent of our Mission Press may not be included among the persons exempted from
Licenso tax. Our Press is established entirely for Mission purposes, and even the
few emoluments obtained by printing for others are not applied to any personal use,
but full into the General Mission Treasury, out of which tho Press has been estab.
lished, and is continually maintained. We should feel thankful if Government
would order the re-payment of the 10 Rupoes License tax paid by the Superintendent

of our Press.

The Government regret that they cannot comply with the requests contained
in the forogoing letter. The Towns’ Improvement Act provides for the exemption
from taxation of those persons only who, by reason of poverty, may be unable to
pay any of the rates and taxes leviable under the Act ; and the power of exercising
the discrction thus provided is vested in the Commissioners, subject to the sanction
of the President. ' '

No. 301.  Proccediugs of the Madras Government in the Ecclesiastical Dcpﬁrt-
ment, dated 30th August 1867, No. 205. ' )
Read the following letter from tho Reverend II. CORDES, Loipzig Evangglical
Lutheran Mission, Tranquebar, to the Clief Secrctary to Government,
Fort St. George, dated Tranquebar, 29th July 1867, P Lt

1. Ipetitioned Government on the first of Juno A. C,, prayix;g for inst.rnc‘tions
in cortuin things connected. with the present Marriage Law for Native Christians,

~ As the Home Socioty of our Mission, as well as our Mission Council here, are

anxiously waiting for a reply, I take the liborty of inquiring whether I may still
bope that the important subjects of my petition bave engaged the earnest attention
of Government, and that this Mission, as well as the Protestant Mission in general,
will soon be favored with clear instructions on points of law so vital to the morality

and discipline of their congregzations.
~ 2. Upon my petition for exemption from License tax on behalf of certain

agents of our Mission, I received the Order of Government, datod 26th June 1867,
No. 745, deciding the case, not according to the provisions of the License Act, but
according to those of the Towns’ Improvement Act, which is not in force in



Proceedings of the Modras Government, Revenue Department,”
1Tth September 1867. :

. and

Tranquebar. Ob a representation to the Act-ixig"llead Assistant Collector of
- Mayaveram, I was further informced that the power of exemption containcd in

s

Section 4 of Act XXI of 1867 is vested in the Governor General of India in

; Council, and not in the Madras Government ; but I have neither to petition for

the excmption of a whole class, to which casp Section 4 of the Act strictly applics, *

. nor have I to ask for a revision of assessment, in which caso Section 12 of the Act

nndoubted}y would apply. My petition concerned the question whether the -

general exemption granted to Missionarics may not beap) 1 to Mission Agents
’

whose being taxed would bo equal to tho Mission itself being taxcd, and who actually :

scem to be exempted in other Missions. I simply state this for e planation’s sake
and leave it entirely to Government to decide whether anything can yet be done’
or not. - ‘ '

3. So.veral years ago, I was kindly advised by the Chief Secretary to qsply
to any Resident at Tranquebar entitled to frank, asking him to frank the quarterly

Returns of Baptisms and Burials which I have to transmit to Government. -

Recently, the change in the franking system made this impracticable, but as I now

bear that official papers may be sent to Privileged Offices without affixing postage

stamps, I take the liberty to inquire whether I am pormitted to send my Rcturin

to your address ia this manner, : :

From the Postmastor Genoral, Madras, to the Acting Under Secrotary to Govern.
ment, Fort St. George, dated Ootacamund, 26th August 1867, No. 1,710.9 P,

I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, No 258
of the 23rd instagy, and, in reply, to state that as it appears that Marrin’ Rc s,
trars and Ministers of Religion are to be regarded as Public Officers wheng:o e,
nicating on the public service with any privileged office, I consider that the lmtmn.
on the public service which may be addressed by the former to the latter o
passed as privileged, provided that the conditions as to form, prescribed ey pe
rules, are complied with, - ! prescrided by the

J . : .
.

1. The Roverend Mr. Cordes will be inforr-ed that the Memorial forwarded

* by bim to this Governmont on the 1st June last, prayin

i et e S, b o e e
made the subjoct of sommunication with tho Government of Indig with as been
legislative action being taken for the rolicf of Christians, whether 'I\'ative. ";’:" N
* pean, by enabling them to obtain divorce in India, on proof of adultery or . ‘1"'0'
The result of this communication will be made known to Mr. Cordes ii duoc:::rz.

2. The question raised as to the exemption of Mission Agents and School-

masters from payment of Licenso tax under Act XXI of 1867 i . )
the Revenue Department. will be disposed of in

3. With reference to the question raised in the last par ’
letter, it is remarked that the Certificates of Marriages gelzf::tl;l; ny)llxri.xnczrr:lc.
Act V of 1865 are to be submitted by him, not to the Chicf Sccretary to Gover"
mont,, but to the Marriago Registrar of the District, and that the latter OfGicor nn;
being privilcgc:l‘, all lctters to Ais address must be stampod. '
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
1Tth September 1867.

4: Itis, however, to bo observed, for the information of Marriage Registrars
gonerally, that official lctters and packets exclusively on Iler Majesty’s scrvice,

addressed to Privileged Officcs by Marriage Registrars and Ministers of Religion -

appointed under the provisions of the Legislative cnactments for the purpose of
solomnizing marriages, do not require postago labels. In addressing such lctters
to a privileged office, such as that of the Chicf Sccretary, the full signature and
official designation of the person by whom such letters are despatched must be
endorsed on the cover, with the words ‘‘ on Ier Majesty’s Service only,” togcther
with the official designation of the person to whom the cover is addressed.

8or rresroy, 17th Scptember 1867, No. 2,188.
] . 1. Ordered that the quostion raised as to the

liability to License tax, under Act XXI of 1867, of
: Mission Schoolmasters, and Mission Presses estab-
lished, solely for Mission purposes, be referred for the decision of the Government
of India. ,
2. The point has not been ruled here by Government, as supposed.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretlary to Government,

No. 302.

Misccllanesra

To the Public Dopartment. S0 | .
so the Ecclesiastical Department. VR

Exd S. T. Angustin.



ReveNve DerartuesT,

Forr St. Grorae, -
i ' ' 17¢h September 1867,

! ' No. 2,187, ,
. No. 303,
: To
1 ,' | Tae SECRETARY 1o Tee GOVERNMENT or INDIA.
! : Siz,
),l : Miscellaneous, . I am directed to forward the accom.

‘panying two letters® from the Reverend
H. Cordes of the Leipzig Evangelical

° . . : .
.‘ G T Suns 1o o 75, T Lutheran Mision, Trangusber, and 0

" From do. 29th July, paragraph 2, in Ecclesi- submit, for the docision of the Govern-
- n.:::,c:le?b?'lg?;h a;%ul;gfkf °,' ios“; mentof India, the question therein raised

88 to the liability to License tax, under
_ Act XXI of 1867, of Mission Schoolmasters, and Mission Presses established solely
‘ - for Mission purposes.
) ' I have the honor to be,

Sir,
F_ T Your most obedient servant,
L . (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.
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