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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

10tk August 1867.

No. 208.

Communicating t& Revenue Department copy]

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the

o~

-

Public Works Department ;— )

of letter from Officiating Superintending i

Engineer, 8th Division, regarding the state of »(Ilere enter 6th Auzust 186 | No. )
the irrigation works in Meyloor Talook, g 7, No. 2,382.)

Madura District

No. 209.

OrDER THEREON, 10th August 1867, No. 1,854,

Miscellaneous,

Communicated to the Revenue Board for the infor:

To the Board of Revenue,

Exd. . R. Bantleman.

mation of the Collector of Madura. .
(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON;

Secretary to Government.,

- -
.

with Proceedings Public Works Department, No. 2,382,
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Proceedings of the Madraa Government, Public 'Work:\Department ,
6th x?ltl]ué‘t 1867.

“No. 147.  Read the following letter from the Officiating Superintending Engineer,

8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Sharmadavy, 25th July 1867, No. 828 :—

1. With reference to G. O. No. 2,018, of the 6th July 1867, I have the honor
to report that fhe expenditure on irrigation works in the Meyloor talook has been
small in comparison with that in other talooks; in the past official year there was
less spent on this talook than any other in the Madura District, excepting the
Dindigul talook. These are both particularly dry talooks, and there is not culti-
vation from wells in Meyloor to the same extent as in other parts,

2. There is much that may be done to improve the Meyloor talook, and if
more had been done hitherto the late bad season would doubtless not have been
so severely felt ; but when there are works demanding attention in all parts of the
district, and the funds available are sufficient to admit of only a few works out of
the many being taken in hand, it is certain that parts of the district must be
neglected. The first consideration is to maintain the present ordinary revenue,
the next to impreve it; the larger tanks and those that receive the best supply of
water naturally are the most looked after; the breaching of a large tank involves
the loss of extensive crops, heavy remissions, and may cause other tanks below to
breach, with the*same résult; Lence it is absolutely necessary that a considerable
portion of irrigation funds should be devoted to the more favoured tracts of
district, and only the most pressing wants in the other parts be attended to. The

_Meyloor talook is chiefly on a high level, beyond the reach.of the present supply
of water in the Vigay river, and the tanks, mostly small ones, are rain-fed, and
under tho influcnce of a small annual rain-fall, hence the other more promising
talooks have reccived more attention. :

3. The fall of rain in the past year was less than usual, there were one or
two heavy bursts of monsoon that caine on suddenly and lasted but a short time
there was thus no replenishing of the tanks at intervals, and a great failure of crops
ensucd® In the present year, however, it cannot be said that the interests of the
Meyloor talook have been overlooked. Karly in AprilI made a special application

. for a grant of Rupees 2,400, under the head Minor New Works, Agricultural,

based on the great want of sluices and calingulahs in the small tanks, which led to
the villagers éutting the bunds to let out the water for cultivation, and leaving
them in danger of being breached by a sudden influx from heavy rain. The funds
were civen me in G. O. No. 1,437, of the 11th May 1867, and I have made an ap-
propriation of Rupees 2,580 up to date for Minor New Works; estimates for
repuirs were forwarded to the Range Officer for execution at the commencement of
“the year, to the amount of Rupees 4,977; a further sum of Rupces 1,805 was
sanctioned during the present month, and’I find 1 have alsd a batch of estimates,
amounting to Rupees 2,413, which will be sent out for the works being put in
hand. There is thus a sum of Rupees 11,865 devoted to the Meyloor talook out
of the amount at my disposal, Rapees 43,200, for Minor New Works and Repairs in
the six talooks of the district. This is all that I can do at present, butif later on
in the year the Government are enabled to assign me a further grant, I shall be
prepared to utilize the money.

4, Under present conditions the Meyloor talook, though capable of improve-

ment as to its irrigation works, must always be liable to scarcity uuless the
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7 «Perr) aur pl.OJect is carrled out. A command of .water can be obtained from one \
-of the anicuts on the Vlfray river, which ‘will irrigate” a considerable portion of ‘
the talook, and if the unfailing supply of water which'is now running to waste - ‘ 2
.throuorh' the Travancore country be successfully diverted into the Vigay river,

t
x
there is every prospect of both- the Meyloor talook and other dry trdcts of the &
Madura District y1eldmrr annually a double crop, and bem«r protected from future . |
‘drought and famme oL o e i
' R : ‘ o v ~ [
No. 148. C ORDEB THEREO‘«, 6th August 1867 No. 2, 38” > §
— SR Commumcated to the Revenue . -
I “ IRRIGATION’ No.3.w- . Department with reference to the Order
P | : e f in that Department of the 2nd July ( <
/ | S .. 1867, No. 1,468, © o (
2 The Supermtendmor Engmeers of the 1st and 6th Divisions are requested " J v

to report Whether, in theu‘ opmxon, the whole of the Agricultural Repair allotments

. N for .the Vizagapatam® &nd - Tanjoret
M Rupees 41 000.

"t Rupees 1,23, 000 5 . Districts respectively is likely to be

v

R "} 17 7 expended, and,lf not, how much can be
surrendered for appropmatmn to other districts requiring additional funds

o o (True Extract)
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