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Proceedmrr.e of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
’ 5th August 1867.
e . Read the followmg papers :—
No. 78. Proceedmfrs of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th December 1866,

No. 8,663.

Read the following letter from the Oﬁ‘icmtm(r Conservator of Forests, to the

Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Camp at Ootaca-
mund, 18th October 1866, No. 2,040,

Advertmrr fo Government Orders, No. 215 of the 4th of Fehruary 1865,
* No. 149, dated 9th October 1266. and No. 966 of the 10th of May 1865,
from Lieutenant Walker, the Deputy Conservator of the Salem District, which, I
think, deserves the attention of Government, as it appears to me that we are likely
to lose a considerable portion of our Sandalwood revenue in the Salem District, as
well as in all the tracts in the Coimbatore Range.

2. Until very lately, all Sandalwood (whether growing on Puttah land, or
otherwise,) was reserved to Government, and it was not until Mr. H. S. Thomas,
the Sub-Collector of Salem, raised the question of whether it was reserved or not, that
the ryots ever attempted to appropriate it.

know of a single instance of a Sandalwood tree ever having been planted ; it is always
bird-sown and generally grows up in the hedge rows, where it finds shade and
protection when young.

3. It appears to me, that the only plan to ensure our Sandalwood revenue,
is to make it a Government monopoly, and if the ryot’s right to it is to be recog-
nized, all treces growing on Puttah lands might be taken over at a valuation, or the
trees mlrrht be felled from time to time by our department, and their value paid to
"the owners of the land.” If the ryots are allowed to sell their trees to merchants, or
to enter upon a Sandalwood trade themselves, we have no protection. The Sandal-
' wood is a very small tree, which any one can cut up into billets and carry offin his
cloth, so that no ordinary amount of supervision would be a safeguard a«ramst illicit
felhnfr over a large extent of country such as the Sandalwood tracts; and every
ryot, Who possesses one or two Sandalwood trees in his hedge rows, w111 be able to
carry on a regular trade. .

From the Deputy Conservator of Salem and South A rcot Forests, to the Officiating Conservator of
Forests, dated Camp at Ahtur, 9th October 1866, No. 149.
R TR - honor, again, to call your attention to the unsatisfactory working of the present
"rules, relating to the felling of Sandalwood.
2. Government in Government Order, No. 966, of 10th May 1863, directed that ng hinder-
"ance should be given to parties removing Sandalwood from Puttah lands and hedge rows.
. I took the liberty in my letter, No. 214 of 3rd September 1863, of pointing out that this rule

" would, I feared, create constant disputes, and be the cause of great loss to Government. By

Government Order, No. 2,479 of 13th October 1865, however, no change in the rule was effected,
and the occurrence, lately, of a case in point, which I am sorry to say fully bears out what I fore-
_saw would happen, ‘induces me again to address you on the subject.

3. I would point out that Sandalwood has always been a royalty in this country, and is still
in Mysore ; that in many, if not most, districts it has always been the custom specially to reserve
it in the Puttah N amas, a course which has, unfortunately, not been followed in Salem,

A

I have the honor to forward a letter* .

Government appear to have been under -

the impression, that all Sandal growing on Puttah lands must have been originally .
- planted by the holders of the Puttahs ; this however is not.the case; and I do not
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" Tt Is a well known fact, that Sandalwood is nmeper planted by natives, who do not indeed

* Believe in its ever germinating unless deposited by birds. - ‘

.- It is certainly found very commonly in hedge rows, but these are gener.
of birds of all syrts, and the young plant finds there that amount of shade
at least two ycars after the seed has been sown. N ‘
. . Ihave made cargfﬁl inquiries, but no native, even when bis own interests were at sfake, has
asserted, for a woment, that the Sandalwood trees, which might be on hig Puttah lands, had been
sown by himself, or his predecessors ; nor did any, until lately, ever dream of considering that wood |
their o¥n, which‘had been for cer}turies consi@ercd a3 the exclusive property of Government, as
Lord of the Mauor. o . s |

4. I would point out that Government would, therefo
right of felling and selling this valuable tree, o
5, Were it however, but a qqestion of allowing the trees, actually growing on

to be removed without let or hinderance, the matter would be of Ii
* considered as a simple boon, or gift, to the landholders ; but this ign
These Puttah lands are almost invariably surrounded 1,
Saindalwood trees grow there, as well as in the Puttah land.
How then'can we prevent & man felling Government trees,

~ own lands T~ , N :

; Sandalwood is easily removed, bein

precludes our watching continually ev

cab ouly on Tuttah lands, 5 ‘
- Our sole safeguard has hitherto been that no on
vgithout dgtcction, as all knew that it was Government property,
Takg away this safeguard, and give to every man the right of saying,

Puttah,” or, ¢ I bought this from such and such g Puttabdar,” and we

* . difference in the yield of our Govcrpmcnt Sandalwood forests, g

. - to the State. .- ‘ o o ‘ ) .

! 6. " I proceed to state the case Tallude to in'the commencement of this lette

v+ Aninhabitant of Mudgherry, near Oossoor, hearing of the now order, went to the Stib~C;)ifc .

¢ tor, and obtained from him an endorsement, to the effect, that « he might buy Sandalwood to ac-‘

{  amount from ryots.”  Shortly aftervards ho applied for o * Rahdare,” to pass out 5 quantit n)t"

i+ wood, which, he said, he had boaght in a little known part of the district, had, in the meanti{n: '

! explained my views on the subject to Mr.. Thomas, - (the Sub-Collector,) and shown him how’r

¢ Prejudicial the new rule was to Government interests, ‘

; e, therefore, now reforred the man to me. I stated that T would inquire iuto the cagel and

‘ <§horﬂy proceeded to the spot, taking with me my Overseer, the Kareydar of the village, the éulti-

i vation Inspector, and tho receipts given by the ryots to the purchaser of »the trees, \:'h’ich merel

. specified that they had received so much money for so many trecs. (I may here state that 1]3;

. : “® ) » i 3 ‘
?Ive?agg rate pa,xd wag A_m')a: 1 per tree, 1.thmh shows the amount of PNﬁtllle]!.tO arcrue. to
i the ryot and to the purchaser under the new Tile ) Trequested that the stusd™*T the trees might’
¢ “be shown to me; zfmd in the ﬁxjst‘morning, I discovered that seven, at least, had been cut jn
i Government land.” By subsequent inspection, I ascertained that, of the whole number of 335 trecs

: bought, not less than fifty or sixty (being one tree in every six) were actually the property of
cut into billets, and, as it waglutterly impossible to say *
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which is & necessity for
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re, do no injustice in retaining the sole -
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Puttah lands,
ttle moment, and might be
oﬁ the case,

¥y Government forests and jungles, and

amdTe 4225 gy Do

( as well as those growing in iﬁs
g of gall dimensions, and the exten

t of country' utterly
ery tract, 80 as to ascertain that Sanda :

Iwood is not cut, or '
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. o could remove it, or have it in his possession -
* I cut this on my
shall shortly geo g marked
nd g corresponding loss in revenue

r

U

r.

G e g e _amer

P

SV SR

: Govérn‘mcnt.’ The wood was all prepared and

i which was originally Government property, and which had been fulled on tho Puttah lands,
¢ the Hwhole‘ quantity, amounting, I shou}d say, to about 300 maunds, of the value of at least
,f Rupees 1,000. The purchaser, who had arrived, of course said * jt wasa mistake," and the r);ots

. aid the same, and were virtuously indignant at having been cheated (as they said) into giving the
; wood, which had been on their Puttah land, at an utterly inadequate price. S 1
.. 7. T thought it better to compromise this case, (bein
t by buying the wood, for Government, at

Larrested . :

R
xt
Ve,

P

g the first which had come to my notice,)
our usual rate in Government forests, (Rupee 1 for
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to prevent the same occurring again and again, and the wood being removed with impunity. .

‘~lieast to modify, the rule in question. S . s LT

~ whether the Deputy Conservator is right in supposing” that in_the Salem District,.
" Government formerly’ claimed 'an exclusive property in Sagdra,lwood‘~ trees ‘whe\n\ '

* orders bearing on the sulject, and will state whether land is cultivated to any great - 3
_extent in the close proximity of the forcsts in which Sandalwood forms a source of

- Forest revenuc in the Salem District. - - .0 . o+ 0w

" necessary for the protection of the rights of Government in tho matter. "', L

. No. 77. Procecdings of the Board of Rei'eﬁue; “dated - 11th'J uly .1867,

" Read the foilé};i}ig lettor from the Collector of Salem, to the Sec‘r\ektm:y; to th'(;li}pm‘hd ‘

2. Board’s letter to Govt,., dated 28th Abril 1836,
3 Prinl. Collr.’s letter, dated 18th May 1836, the honorto refer the Board to thc{éoi'% N
’ . L t o

" 4. Board's letter to Govt., dated 26th May 1836, |

’ 5.4 I’rin]. COHI’.’S letter, d&ted 11th M‘J.‘l‘Ch 1837, a:bo"e corres.pbl’}dehnk)e’ that t}; ey all rCIa‘te

8 D tier fo Priol. Coilr., dated 8th May - forests the Government always exercised

Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, ~Reve‘nue' Départment.
- Sth August 1867, - L

ihree and half maunds,) which the ryots gladly accepted ; and I promised the purchaser, on the
faith of his assertion, that ** he had had no intention to defraud,” that he should be re-imbursed
his expenses, and reccive a small ‘profit in lieu of the wood which was actually flled on Putiah.
To this arrangement he agreed ; but, as he has never put in an appearauce for his money, I supposa -
he was not satisfied with the rate of profit fixed, which was Anna 1 per maund, and I have no
doubt, thinkiug himself a most injured individaal for being robbed of his profit of several hundred
per cent., which he would bhave realized by getting the ryots to sell what was not theirs at an
absurdly low rate (of course I could have sent him to Jail for theft, had ] felt nclined to do s0.)
-+ 8.. T have now detailed this case as a sample of what I fear will scon”becoe universal ; and
although, on this occasion, I was able, by visiting and inspecting the stumps, to save the Govern-
ment much loss, I cannot do so always, and no establishment which we could keep up would suffice

BT R PRy s P g

9. Ttrust, therefore, that Government, on your representation, may see fit to rescind, or ab '

————

LIS

_Refefred to the Board of Revenue for their observations. * * .
| B (Signed) J..D. SIM,

- Kecretary to Government.

“

237‘d Oclober 1866.. . | o .

TR P R LN, S A T TR, PO LNy S0 T A S S

1 Orderéé that the “above i)apers’ bo referred to the Collector. of Salem for |
bis remarks, e et o L .

0 [T

2. The Board requési: him to réport as to what rights, over Sandg.lwood= trees
on private lands, were held to vest in G8vernment, before the Sandalwood in the

Salem District was pluced under the maunagement of the Forest Departmeut, and -

thus found. SR R U : o , - : .
3. The Collector will refer, the Board to any . previous correspondence

or 3

e

" 4. 'Xe will also state whether he considers that ‘any “special legislation is-

" No. 4,328, .

K

‘

/. of Revenue, dated 4th June 1867, No. 143, T
.. +1.. . With reforence to the Proceedings of the Board, datcd 5th L}ccémi;m-‘lSBQ, -
1. i’rinl. (jou'r; to’ﬁodrd,‘datéd‘igtil March 1836,1 N 0. 8,663, requesting me to furnish cer- -

No. 13- o+ 0 C "~ tain information regarding the felling of "
. and Ext. Mins. Cons., dated 5th May 1836, Sandalweod in the Salem District, I have

g

b

respondence noted in the margin. . I
" 2. The Board will sec, from the

No. 25, -

F.xt. Mins. Cons., dated 4th June 1836. -

" 1 No. 21. K

6. Board's Proce., dated 10th Aprii ié37. o Jﬁ‘t(_) the Sandalwpod growing in Govern- - - ;
7. prinl. Collr.'s letter, dated 25th April 1837, | ment forests.., Over these trees in” the | %

No. 24,

1837, ' : D
9. Prinl. Collr."s letter to Doard, dated 27th Nov.
1837, No, 104. .

N

a right, and nobody venturcd to fell the |
trees openly, N e
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7 Proceedznn’s of the Madras Government, Reveuue Department, Y ‘ 1; ; Proceedmcrg of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,’
3;:’ 8th August 1867. ; L S . i~ .. 5th August 1867. o : B
‘?; 10. Board s Prons., doted ch Jan. l 38, convey- . ! - Having taken the leas 3 2 :
L mo‘ Ext. Mins. Cons dated 27th December 3. 'Ihave calefully gone through Lo | " rasto Ia,ndg “ Bn e eased I bind myself to fell all Sandalwood grown in forest lands, hillse i
£ 1837, No. 1,807, ¢ - the English and Velnaculor records of > ‘Wanm' and in Trishvaga Agraharums, (all of which are situated within the
¢ . 11. Prinl. Collr.’s letter to Board 16th Ian 1838 my Office forthe last fift ems 14 § ‘ boundaries above specified, ) with the exception of those grown on Putcut and Inam lands, b'wkya.rds, .
12, Board's Procs., dated 29th Jan. 1838. Yy andthere " Darma topes, and Pagoda gardens. The Sandal trees I fell shall be upwards of twenty years’ old, .
¢ 13. Clonr sl\lcugg to Boardh dgtedd :iOth June 18 nothing to show that Government ex- | t . three inches in clrcumference excluding the bark.
: 854, No, paragrapbs 6 an i _ ‘ ‘ ‘ :
P14 Board’ Procs., dated 27th July 1854, para 4.- ercised any right or claim over Sandal- . | . The amount of lease is as follows :— o o )
X - wood growmn- on pnvate lands; on the . v S s P - :
. contrary when the Sandalwood farm was leased out, one of the condmons entered | o S For Fflk‘?l)’ 1256 e T e 1810 5 %
: "in the Muchilka was that the renter was to enjoy Sandalwood within a certain RPN DL 1257 I T LB 00 o
! ‘boundary, trees on private Puttah lands, &c , being excepted. I herewith encloso * I *4 ,i B | ’ R 37356._-(_)- o
s : R .
. tranSthIOH of a Mnolnlka, executed by one Of the renters at the time the Denken- 7 | © o Asmy Durkhast’ has bcen accepted, I bind myself to poy the above sum in the followmg
; Lotta. forest wus let out, for the Board’s information, viz., in F usly 1256-57, 1; instalments :— LT —— _ !
( UL | rm(;lst e;d:}n;t lfhat the Dteputy Conservator s assertmns are not borne out I - ”{“ “ | - Fuly 12"6“ Fusly 1257
f ' - [ ' ! . . RS8. . P, |
g by any records that I have as yet come across, It is very probable that years ago CAwgest o {1;1 ‘0 : 1 AO » .
Government asserted the rwht of the Sandalwood monopoly, and that at times some *, -~ September (i v ww .. . 15100 0 151 0 0 ;
: of the trees felled were arown on private Iands but there is nothing that I can ﬁnd . ‘ " . g?voetfl’}; or {‘ %g{ 8 g %gi 8 8 ‘ 11
', in the public records to show that Government invariably continued to assume tho . , December |... . o e 15170 0 151 0 O ,’
7" right of fellmv and selling Sandalwood no matter whethe \ . Janwary Sh e ae e .  151.00 151 .0 O.
: orgm Government forests. The natnes did sub ¥ BTOWn on private lands ‘ .. February - L. .. .. .. .. 151:00 . 151 00
" submit, and up to within a year or R March =~ - & ... ... .. ., 1510 0 151 0 0
 two ago, to have all Sandalwood rrrown on their Putout lands felled as if belonomn : ! o ﬁpml C 0 ler e e e . 15170 0 151 0 8
'o + 7 ' ‘ a:y -‘to :“:qva Cave ‘ens YY) e 151 0 0 ! 151 N 0 '
2 to Government, imagining that Governifent had a right thercto.  But beyond t}us i . : June .. ' .. 15000 150 0 0
.- silent submiission tncxefta nothing to show that Government have reserved the rm-ht ! Cduly e W e e e 1500 0 150 0 O roe
{ over this description of tree to itself wt . R ' I oo o
? o o p p 1en giving over any land for eultwatmn on .. o o ‘. ( 1810.0 0 1, 810 0 0 ’
| whlch Sandalwood might chance to spring up. , ‘ t " Ibind myself to abide by the terms of this Muchilk the ab ccording to the
5 K T have made inquiries as to wl : e 0 18 Muchilka, poy e above sums accordl E
f the o have mace O(é s oo olm 1e(;hier land is cultivated to any grea{; extent i © Sists into the Donkencotta Talook Treasury, and obtain receipts for the same. In default of my
b I P . y alwood forests, and I learn that sueh is not the ; t doing so, I shall be liable to such punishment as Government may inflict, and any arrears due by °
f-case, Iam fully aware of the dlfﬁculty the Forest Department has to contend with. | me recovered under the Regulation in force for the txme bemg for the recovery of arrears of -,
;J‘Unless some legal restriction is ‘put on the felling of Sandalwood in private land 0 revenue. . - S :
: the sales of Sandalwood on behalf of Government will dlmmxs}n for Prlvatee :x{lt S: ! . 16tk dugust 1846, - e ‘ (ngned) S‘I‘RINIVASSA CHETTY -
.. will now cut on behalf of themselves, and unless caught in the act of fellr:nu it Cos o o - (True Translatmn) \ o
. Government forests, the Sandalwood when found in their possession will be invar; blm . . B re (Slgned) C.N. POCHIN, )
! gaid to have been cut on private Putcut or Inam lands, aly ) SR I RS A | Collector
¢~ 8. With regard to paragraph 4 of the P o oo o — \ :
 honor to state that the on%}’ way fhat I can seemt(': cedings under reply, I have the ; - L  Submitted to Government with reference to their Endorsement dated
% to mak G of securing this branch of ‘revenue i g 23rd October 1866,‘ on letter from Ofﬁcmtmrr Conscrvator of Forests dated 18th
1 i3 to make it a Government monopoly. I am, therefore, demdedly of opinion that, ? * idem, No. 2,040, i , ,,
unless a leglslotlon is passed on the subject, the rights Of Government : : | ‘ S .
: unproteotou as thcy are at ‘present, and the cv ﬂ s must remain 2. Captam Beddome, the Oﬂimatmrr Conselvator of Forests, in a letter to the X
s complained- of by thc Forcst } . " Secretary to Government in the endorsement referred to, reporting that in the !
| Department remain unremedicd. ‘
: e ' . Salem District Sandalwood had been always considered a royalty, but that recently
d 7. The vast amount of old records that have had to be gone over hag prccluded ryots had claimed’ 'a right to tho trees growing on their Puttah lands, which was .‘
my sendmv' thls letter before.  likely to be prejudicial to the Sandalwood revenue, suooested that the Sandalwood
Tmnslatwn of a MNuckilka. o i } trade should be coﬁverted into a Government monopoly '_
Muclnlka executed by Strinivassa Chetty, son of Naraycna Chetty, residing : - 3. The letter. was referred to the Board who ha.ve been in communication §

abt Pa pparapatty, of ;

o e T

the Darampurry talook, on account of Sandalwood lease.

- The boundaries of the tract in the Alambadi forest of the Denkencotta talook vuthm which -~ ‘
Sandalwood is to be felled are as follow :—

‘w1th the Collector on the subject. - ‘ B
4, Tt is qmte poss1ble that many years ago Sandalwood wherever growmg

fr e e

: N i cred the exclusive property of the State, as it .
Y . Nowrn—Limits of Kumalapuram. ‘ o0 may have been cons1d e e p pd y 1 , as it was very com
b East —Bordors of Melagiri snd Ratoagiri, . = : f : 4., mon for the Stato to monopohzo valuab epro ucts, especml y such as were natnrally
»" ' Wesr, —I‘ronher of Mysore terntory . T - e D a
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
5th August 1467,

produced. But whatever may have been the case formerly, it is clear from the copy
of the Sandalwood lease forwarded by the Collector, that at least twenty years ago
the Government in Salem made ng such claim, for Sandalwood trees growing in
Inam and Puttah lands are expressly excluded from the lease, Where tracts of land
were let out on lease, no doubt Sandalwood as well ag some oth
or considered to be reserved ; but the same course would no
reservation lends no support to Captaiu Be
always has been “‘a Royalty.” There can be no question that, as Government
have -pointed out in Government Orders, Nos. 966, dated 10th May, and 2,479,
dated l3th October 1865, the law will not permit any interference on’ the p;rt of
Government with Sandal or other trees growing within the limits of g ryot’s Puttah

unless the latter contains some stipulation to thig effect : '

er trees were reserved
w be pursued, and such

7. Even were the process simpl
’ Ple, the Board see no yreq
step in to-prevent the people from making g leciti orott o State should

product and enhancing its cost to the
8. The Board are of opinion th

Government is to reserve ang protec

.1 t such of itg land 3 .
guiding principle being to reserve only wh $ produces this wood ; the

consumer,

d area
No. 78, ORDER THEREON, 5th August 1867, No, 1,797,
Forests, No, Qj L. Communicated to the Conservator of Forests,

with reference to Captain Beddome'’s letter of 18th
October 1866,

e |

LN

ddowe’s theory that sandalwood i» and~= "

- . . e
Riaa RS R\‘"

L.{/. .

>

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ oth August 18617.

PO S S

. ) 2. The Government concur with the Board. *

3. They have repeatedly stated that they will not permit any interference
with Puttah rights, the due maintenance of which is g matter of far more importance .
‘{’ than the item of Forest revenue derived from Sandalwood, and the. Forest Depart-

ment must accept this decision. '

y— . v

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secrelury to Government,

41

To the Conservator of Forests.
‘ k . »» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman,

U e
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