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No. 661. Read the following letter from the Collector of Madura, to the Secre-
. tary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated
Dindigul, 9th October 1866, No. 1,707 =~

1. Referring to my letter No. 1,622, dated 28th September last, I have the
honor to report that since the 95th September rain has fallen over the swhole of
he Dindigul Talook, quite sufficient for dry crops, and many tanks have received
2 good supply of water. Under them wet cultivation is going om, but several
anks are still empty.

9. The crops are everywhere looking well, but they are very backward. The
kets are well supplied, and prices are somewhat lower, and the general health
ro0d, but the poorer classes are still in difficulty, and must have suffered greatly.
loing from what I have heard, and from what is to be seen not an aloe bush in
Talook but has had its heart cut out to be boiled and eaten, and it seems that
eating of such food was attended with very painful dysentery. The women

children are still to be seen in troops wandering over the fields, picking up a
1l kind of wild spinach, which they boil and eat. At all times the very poor used
yather that vegetable, but the number now so occupied is remarkable.

3. The great distress was from the beginning to about the 24th of September,
was caused by the holding off of the rain for about two ‘months up to that
, and by the importation of grain from the Cumbum valley having suddenly
od. At the same time very great alarm of plunderers spread through the towns
villages, for the lower classes, owing to want, took to plundering, at night, sheep-
s and houses in which they supposed grain was to be found. About the middle
optember, the Superintendent of Police visited the Talook and strengthened the
o force. Several of the plunderers were punished, and confidence thus restored,
Lo same time the merchants exerted themselves to bring grain to the markets.
o 25th the rain came down, and at once the whole aspect of affairs changed.

4. There has been no plundering of markets or of grain carts in this Talook
n any part of the District. The least sign of anything of the sort being about '
Coour was at once put down by the activity of the Sub-Magistrates and Police in
bry praiseworthy way, and T consider that in that matter, on all occasions, they
s done their duty very well ; and Government may judge of what the difficulty.

enerally when, fora short time in September, rice was two and a half measures

Rupee, and not even procurable at some of the best places of production.

Bus the people of Dindigul are far from being out of their difficulties, and

ot probable that prices will fall considerably for scveral months to come,
B¢ {horo is a good north-east monsoon. The wet and dry crops have been
the average for the last two ycars. The cultivation of cholum in gardens,
vhich grain the people of this Talook chiefly subsist, bas notably failed this
Owing to want of water in wells, many gardens were not cultivated ; in some
eTo cultivated the crops failed, owing to the wells running dry, and the
ko0 under the best of the wells had to be contracted to suit the deficient
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supply of water in‘the wells.  To add to the difficulty, the cholum crops whic‘l;‘}_
were sown in the dry lar}ds, and which should be coming on DOW; and should h‘?
nearly ready for harvesting, totally withered, owing to the want of rain in August

and the beginning of September. The rain that has fallen since has enabled the
Ry?ts to resow the lands on which the crops withered, and to extend their culti-
mh?n to the lands previously left uncultivated, and ’which were to have been
cn!tlvated .by the rains now falling and still expected, but this operation is not
being carried on as expeditiously as it should, owing to the weakness of the
ploughing cattle to the extra labor they have been pu: to, and time occupied in
re-ploughing the lands on which the ¢rops had already fuilc,d

(?. ) The valu:?blt.a cholum crops having been lost, and the time for sowing that
d('!sc!?p twfl of grain in this Talook having passed, the lands have been now sown
with inferior s?rts of dry grain, and very extensively with different sorts of gram
m;ﬁ Ezuns; which latter sorts of produce cannot be extensively used as food., They
K ’ crove o be bartclfed a?way for dry grain, which will have to be imported, and
Februups “0“_; OnFt B I w sbost 10 be sown, cannot be harvested before
nﬂuﬂ“yrf{)r;zxtl.le cﬁ;‘ ;‘h: a(ll)ove reasons, it seems possible that the grain which
G : g o of the people cannot he for some time to come 88

ant or cheap as is desirable, and therefore the means of obtaining emplovment
and earning wages on remuncrative public works should be offe;ed £ employ

For the Dindigul and Nattam road, an important salt road Rs. 1,000
Ll

Dindigul z:n.d lj’ala.ny, a continuation of the same road 1,000
For the .'1 richinopoly road, the chief road by which rm e
brought into the Talook... S
1,000
n ?

e e

Total Rupees ... 8,000

I have satisfied myself, by per i i i '
) » by personal inspection with the Ra 1
coége : i angs Office -
olf -tlhe repairs we determined to undertake on those madg and (tl:ian;:cl)lf ljlfz:’;lsz
X ‘ i L y s o i
chiefly of that sort which will afford em ployment to women boys, and girls 2
» MOYS, .

8. Many of the large tanks in the

£ * Villages. T
. Goovanooth, 6. Koomboor. alook are in bad rena; :
2. Vedasundur. 7. Vemboor. e b ‘l'l‘ bad repair, I have selected
8. Moolipandy. 8, Pilas, o mne,® which are situated in parts of the
2‘ ljx:oollmm% 9. Tennumpeity. Talook distant from Dindizul and far
. Padyoor, . il

from each other, and haye directed the

Talook Overseer
s Dy - i to make estimates for
their repair, which he is now doing, AsI get the estimates, I will hGStm:;alt o g
undertaken at once by the Revenue officials, 3 e

9. The c:‘i.imatfas for repairing the thbovo tanks may amount to 7,000 Rupees
and the work will afford employment, #0 the laboring classes generally over th;
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Talook, and keep them in their villages, and the work will be measured as completed
from time to time by the Public Works Department officials,

10. The laboring classes in the Talook are not as numerous comparatively as
in the other Talooks, and so it cannot be expected that the proposed works will be
got through very expeditiously, and as the rainy season is coming on, it is possible
the tanks will receive water, which will stop working in them in that case, and if
it still continues desirable to continue to give employment on public works,

the above funds might be diverted to further expenditure on the roads above-
mentioned, and to the making of the Railway feeder to Caroor.

11. There is a very well conducted Relief House at Dindigul, where indigent
persons are fed at a cost of 15 Rupees a day from contributions raised in the
Talook, and from funds sent me by the Secretary to the Famine Relief Committee.
I didnotobserveat it many cripples and very old people, but an extraordinary number
of children. I have urged the Tahsildar and Native Committee to be strictin only
giving food to persons who cannot get food any other way. As labor is afforded,
I hope to reduce the expenditure at the Poor House, but it is probable 10 Rupees a
day at least will be required for the next three months. As I find relief is required,

I will apply to the Secretary to the Famine Relief Committee.

12. At Vedasundur there is another Poor Ho‘usé, where the expenditure is
8 Rupees a day, and the Sub-Magistrate at that station looks after it. It 1s hoped
that the necessity for keeping it open at that small place will not continue much

longer.

13. Theabove is the extraordinary expenditure Ihave incurred, and for which,
trusting tho samo will meet the approval of Government, I beg sanction may be

granted.
14. Besides the above and the already sanctioned expenditure of Imperial

and Local Funds, I have further given the Talisildar 750 Rupees out of Local Funds
to expend on repairing local roads, and 1,000 Rupees from the Jungle Conservancy

Fund to dig good sized pits along seventeen miles of the Madura, and fourteen miles
along the Palany road, to plant avenue trees, which will give a good deal of
employment. & e
15. Besides the publie expenditure, there is a 1arge amount of expenditure

made daily by the Jesuit Mission in building a large church in Dindigul, and by [
Mr. Yorke on his bungalow and institution. If Government approve of and *
sanction the above expenditure, and if we only get a good monsoon, the Talook will
be in as favorable a position as possible. : | ' e

16. I am about making a tour through the Palany and the northern part of :
thisTalook, and if I obserye anything deserving the immediate notice of Government,

will report the same.

ol
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No. 662. ' Ospme musmsow, 29th October 1866, No. 2,924.

1. Communicated to the Boardsof
Revenue and Famine Relief Committee,

2. The Government sanction the
proposed expenditure of Rupees 11,000, and will place further funds, if necessary,
at the disposal of the Collector for the employment of the able-bodied poor.

3 The Government are glad to learn that the Sub-Magistracy and Police

have so well done their duty.

Mis cellanéo‘ua. ’

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, .
Secretary o Government.

-

To the Board of Revenue.

the Relief Committee.

the Department Public Works.
the Judicial Department.

the Collector of Madura.

the Accountant General.
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Exd. 8. T. Augustin.
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