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No. 7,356.
ProcreniNgs oF THE Boarp or Revexug, dated 12th October 1866.
Read the following letter from J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 20th September 1866, No. 272:—

1. I have the honor to submit my Report upon the operations of the Public Works Depart-
ment, during the official year 1865-66.

2. The subjoined abstract statement shows the expenditure incurred during the year under
report, as compared with the outlay during the previous season :—

Difference. 5
Expenditure | Expenditure Estimate
Works, in 1864-65. | in 1865-66, [ 71— lof 1865-66.
Rupees. Rupees. | Rupees. | Rupees. | Ropees.
New.
i) 1o 1) -G St e B 81,824 34872 | ... 47,452 | 55,647
Communication .., .v. o e 41,772 4,306 37,466 14,150
Baildinge: 5 608 feac aihing 13,484 6,740 | ...... 6,741 | 6,500
: 1,37,080 45418 | ...... 91,662 | 76,297
Repairs.
N R TP (e (R SO )V 68,967 | ... | 2,687 | 61,000
Communication ... ... .o +es 49,083 55,117 6,094 | ...... 58,072
BIBER s e e s 4,235 4,816 T e 7.874
1,24,972 1,28,990 6,705 2,687 | 1,26,946
Total ...| '2,62,052 1,74,408 | 6,705 | 94,319 | 2,63,243
Net Decrease ... SIS Sl I A G waTeM ]

3. Irrigation Works, New.—Thus, in the two first items, under head ‘* New Works,” the
expenditure falls far short of the sums sanctioned on estimate. I have no means of forming an
opinion as to how this has arisen, but cannot call the result satisfactory, and least so in respect
of new irrigation works, where so much-yet remains to be done towards bringing, to their full
measure of usefulness and profit, the subsidiary channel works connected with the three great
annicut projects, )

4. Of the new Irrigation works, thus executed at a cost of Rupees 34,372, the most important
are the following : —

. First, the strengthening of the Palar annicut by additions to the apron ; second, the further
extension and improvement of the network of channels leading from the Ponne, Palar, and Cheyar
annicuts. The amount spent on each of these

RS,
Pﬁlar Annicut ... .. .. 10,596 single group of operations is specified in the
gogﬂ' gg' g’?gg margin. The storms in the last week of

November and 1st of December did infinite
damage to many of our works of irrigation, breaching numerous tanks, sweeping away .the new
masonry works of the Ponne annicut, and completely demolishing two valuable dams across the
Kamandala river, a principal affluent of the Cheyar. The new masonry works on the Ponne
annicut have since been restored, and have stood well, thus far, the recent freshes in the river. An
estimate, amounting to Rupees 81,700, has been framed for constructing a single dam across
the Kamandala river, at the spot where the higher of the two dams, swept away last year, stood
with certain improvements which, it is thought, will render the restoration of the second or lower
dam superfluous. The destruction of these two dams has seriously aggravated the distress every
where prevalent throughout the Polur taluk, and I have, therefore, not hesitated to allot Rupees



840
anticipation of the funds about to be asked '
Jg;;y fgﬁﬁ. : : | ed for, under the order of Government dated the 25th

| 5. The balance of the Budget allotment, viz., Rupees 12,071, was spent on minor works

Of these, the more important are named below :— :
i . ‘ et Awmount of Amount expen
g s . estl\:;mte. during thep;eai?d
. Widening and deepening the Poloor Supplying Channel ... ) e
 Coustructing do. Bluiceand cutting z%gnnil from Palar ok b
~_ Annicat to Uhakramalloor Tank ... ... ... .. .. 8,300 17
~ Constructing Calingulah to ety ARG L. e . ‘600 14
~ Doosy Main Channel... ... ... L ess s
 (luttingOhannel from South Sluice of Mahendravadi Tanl;; " ip
_ Namjentanfal Tank, and constructing Under-Sluice... 4,900
Tmproving an completing the Thackolam Channel ... 3,400 o1
Completing the South Calingulah Surplus Channel of ; alt
Mahendravadi Tank ... . 5,000 1,500

Constructing a Flood Calingalah in the north bank of
Thackolam Channel ... ; wwe  onn mnorm ?fk Of 1,100 1.100

b Fron*t this list, it .will be seen that the greater part of the estimated cost of thes’

spent during the previeus year, and this will explain why the years expenditu . ‘Yorks |
reviewing fell so far short of that incurred in the preceding year. re which I am

6. Irrigation Repairs.—A sum of Rupees 68,967 was laid out on Irrigatio i
win ever be a beavy, as it is an all-important, item of expenditure in this di l:‘!'epa“s. This
revenue so greatly depends on the good order of the numberless tanks with wi 5 'hm.t' ,Wh"" the
A list of the principal items of repair is enclosed. This expenditure is less b E]{w S
that of the previous year. 'This I ascribe to the same cause as that which haz t:lpees'fl,ﬁm than
the expenditure on new works of irrigation for the year under report, as compar l‘de uced so largely
spent on similar works ifl the preceding season. A pared with the amount

7. The subjoined statement shows the i
, ] progressive growth of re
during the year under report :— : renne under the three annjonts

Increase of Revenue,

Annicuts, Taluks. ]
Up to Fusly In Fusly

! RS. A. P, .
Wallsjahooo . o] 934 3 5| 111 14 3 9856

r.
Arcot ... .. ... 035552 15 3 905 6 336,458
4

| Palar Annicut ... 7

[t

44,897 2 51,017 4

Ponne do. ... ... .. |Wallsjah .. 3 5

Oheya,i BB U L Wand;]:wash i&ggg 12 i 5,?1«%?3 123 1'; i;’gﬁg

8. I may observe of the Ponne group of works that they w |

. 4 i : er i i
e s s g
grenn channel on the north b 0k 3 &dva?tagés oA ekl . :Ht&m n
i 3 Pt ;]n of th'e river 18 direct on the head sluice of t;:xe Macl -
The distribution of the waterust(;:l:”e] past the Caveripauk head sluice to the Ma\dean "'}fam}ﬁ’
i s e er.a s two head sluiees is an ever recurring i dlsm'u'
' ge agricultural villages lying under the Caveripauk tank Bl st

oloa™®

1
5
15,914 6
2
1

o

1

l
|

9. - Under the head Irrigational, our principal requirements are these

First.— The extension of the net
: work of channel 1i
anuicats, on the southérn bank of either river "e'Rw lending from tho % PafacCiand ' Clayie

0, for the purpose of starting the new works, as a means of employing the able.bodied poor, in

1274, 1215, Total. |

i A i

e

Second.—The construction of another annient across the latter of these rivers (Gheyar)piww4
a point east of Arni, a project which finds favor with the Superintending Engineer, or at Yellat-
toor, in the Polur taluk, where the Cheyar river is joined by its principal affluent from the Ja adi
hill range. I have ridden over much of the ground, on either bank of the river, at this point of -
confluence, and believe that, for a comparatively moderate expenditure, a most remuneratiy

might be constructed, feeding a '

long series of fine tanks placed at most convenient Ievjéi,@# ‘_
would provide, with a certain supply of water,a taluk which has suffered grievously !’rom rou
ever since Railway operations were brought into the valley of the Palar, when its fine hill &l
were denuded of timber, for sleepers and other purposes of the line. In this same taluk (Polur) -
is the other ‘group of irrigational works, alluded to in paragraph 4 of this letter. In mmmp
with the restoration of the dum, the channel and series of tanks fed by it stand in urgent need of
repair and improvement. These are all in a deplorable state, and the loss ofrgvenmw S,
great. Having already denounced departmental mismanagement, in respect of this group of
important works, I need not say more in this place, than obgerve that the operations alruiy b
afoot out of special funds promised in Proceedings of Government, dated 25th July, g’ﬁmﬁd be
energetically prosecuted in view, if possible, to their completion within the current year.
10. In proof of what I have so often urged in respect of the nec pro;

sion for public works of all kinds in this district, T may m-ntion that, of the estimates forwarded
by the Departmeht of Public Works for my counter-signature, there are now lying in mﬁdﬂ%ﬁ
t0 some 1} lakh of Rupees. A list of these estimates is

«gsity of a more liberal im

awaiting provision, estimates amounting o il ]
appended.  With my letter of the 11th ultimo, No. 224, I forwarded, at the Board’s requ! tion,

a selected list of the more important of these works of irrigation. These, and many 0

our early attention, and I should be glad indeed to think that the state of the public finances ad
ted of their being taken up at an early date, in the order of their urgency. - 3
11, New Communications.—The expenditure incurred in the formation of new roads

: during the year, is considerably under uﬂ%? N

of the previous season, 'gmgqpt‘:ipg,; Ru-

*

] i h
1. Road from Nageri to Nageri Railway Station 30 o previous season,
No. !j’ near Mﬂnkﬂpp&m R e e LR e 3,470 onl] the tm .mau‘ w&m ‘gimY : wb 7
A were undertaken. . o Y

i

Trunk Road No & 12. Repairing Communications.—Ov the -

' Beanch Boed. s repair of Toads, Rupees 55,177 were laid out
‘Trunk Road  » XL during the year. This expenditure represents
the total annual maintenance allowance made

E.;WI from the town to the Railway station of i
bi Dnin ‘frogtlnailway»aﬁeionn&he junction of Trunk

to the several roads named in the mmgm; t,r,a@
laid out to good purpose on the. several trunk

~ Road No.X. M ! 1 out sse on the peveral TUIR. .
Do fom tlipel Sy W RN - ad, clhs Yowenil S £ the district, T
gnd Oluss Road No, VIL. from Puthalputto Karcam- have had 9%@&95.;@gép“¢f,-iggg§§i?§;;?iﬂ’ on
b 50 Nagala most of these roads, and wupxea-:ﬁ,}# nding

0 2  n Puf to N 1 P \ vked i

Do. . .aaerii’b%]m‘mhmv ke a very mar proveme I of them,
%:' 1 o'n‘i:w?uoga T e £ wﬁgqhﬂgiign{ th&gxmhcbm
‘Do, from Ranipet £0 SPUE, this and the Vellore Railway statio

£ _‘f LV ;
) :_lf‘ m :d‘O'.: to W

‘Do, from Arcot to

necessity of providing

emp



may have to stand over ; but if the circumstances of the district
allotment in my nexMFund Buaget for such skilled work.
[ : lih ander the head of communications, the éompleuon
1b-division conncctmg us with the South Arcot group
= are 50 import ant in themselves, and lying, as they

et. 50 desmble as a means of employmg the alile-

n of ﬁn‘peel 6,740 was spent in the construction of new W
the Cis Dispensary building, at Chittoor, is the most imporumt-
ptﬁm:h!d out on it up to the end of the year is Bnpoel 3@90
~ The buildings named in the margin, referred to
y and Police *in my last Report, were all completed during the
year under review.

!:Qre he delay which has taken place in submitting this Report, but I have
engaged, during the past two months, in putting relief measures in motion, with
Magisterial work, and my other general duties, that 1 have found no leisure to put

iﬂo Oli‘het form,

—_

Excrosure No. 1.

. — List of Estimates received from the Superintending Engineer, and retained in
0 ,t office unaancnoned “owing to want of funds.

. o wh
'.I“ A " -

—

Excrosore No, 2.

AR %Bﬁmw—-hst of Imganen works repaired by Public Works Department, daring the oﬁieml
ym M '

———

I‘ Ordered that the foregoing Reporl be submitted for the xnformatwn of Government.

PR appears, from the statement appended to paragraph 2, t,lm the expenditure on Public
Works in North Arcot, in the year under report, was 87,644 Rupees less than the outlay of the

previous year, the expenditure under all beads, in 1864-65 and 1865-66, being 2,62,052 Rupees and
1,74,408 Rupees, respectively.

L

3. The Board do not quite understand paragraph 3 of the Collector’s Report. When he
temnh that the outlay on New Trrigation works and Communications fell ¢ far short of the sums

ctioned on emmate,” it is not clear whether he refers to the amounts of the sanctioned
emmtes, or to the Budget provision for the year on each of those estimates. Becavse Govern=
ment mnctlon an esnmste for a work, it by no means follows that the expenditure is ganctioned
thhouc reference to the Bndget provision. If, however, as is probably the case, the Collector
means to say that the actual expenditure fell far short of the Budget provision for the year, then
hxs rmarka in paragraph 3 would appear to call for the special attention of Government,

4. The Board would also beg attention to the Collector's remarks in paragraphs 8 and 9, in
respect to the district of North Arcot losing its full share of the advantages of the Palaur works;
the distribution of water at the Maclean channel and Caveripauk head sluices ; the expediency and
practicability of constructing, at moderate expense, annother anicut across the Cheyar either in the

vicinity of Arnee or at Yellatoor ; and the miserable condition of the irrigation works affected by
the demolition of the Kamandala dams,
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