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Procecdings of the Madras-Gorernment, Revenue Depariment,
27th April 1866. ‘

v

No. 440.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th
April 1866, No. 2,551,
Read the following letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, to tho Secrctary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Suttimungalum, 22nd March 1866, No. 81} :—

"1, During the floods which togk placc on the 23rd October and 5th December
1863, at Coonoor, when so much damago was done to the new and old ghauts, and
when several bandies were swept from the Coonoor Bandy Stand, down the Coonoor
pullah, tho Bhowany river rose considerably, and, curious to say, vast numbers of
fish, large and small, died, and wero washed up on the banks. The dead fish were
so numerous, and the stench arising from them on putrefaction so great, that at
one time, the villagers living near the river, anticipated an outbreak of discase.

2. By many people the death of the fish is attributed to the quantitics of mud
and sand brought down by the water ; but I agree with an old man, who mentioned
the circumstance to me, that the mortality amongst the fish is due to a large quan-
tity of unslaked chunam or lime having been washed down the river by the freshes.
Nothing I know, from personal knowledge, is more prejudicial to fish than the
introduction of lime into the water inhabited by them; in a very few minutcs they
come to the surface, to dic or be caught, as the case may be. The Bhowany river,
as a rule, abounds with fish ; some of them I should say from the size of the scales
I have scen on its banks, ranging from sixtcen to twenty, and even thirty 1bs,
weight. In appearance these large fish resemble the Maha Seer of Northern India.

" About eight days ago, when reing to this part of the country, I met a number of

men laden with fish, which they had caught in the Bhowany on their way to a local

" market. The fish were covered with green branches, so that I did not sce them
- well ; but some of them ranged from two to three feet in length,

3. Thoe Bhowany is now very low, and offers great facilities for catching the
fish ; in fact, all the fishermen in the country arc now gathered on its banks trying
to catch cvery fish in the water. Under ordinary circumstances, no one would
find fault with them ; but when it is borne in mind that the fish are soon to spawn,
the damage dono must be very great, especially when it is considered that this
practice is going on, along the length of the Cavery and Bhowany rivers, and [
believe every stream in the country. The preservation and culture of fish have

engaged the attention of most civilized countries, and Government have lately

ghewn their appreciation of the subject by going to the cxpense of introducing
Trout ova from England. DBut surely it is an anomaly that, whilst they go to so
much expense to stock the waters on the Neilgherries, they should at the same times
permit the cxterminating system above alluded to, to be carried on in the rivers
flowing along the basc of these hills. The subject is an important one, and one on
which action, I think, should be taken in view to legislation. A simple Act declar-
ing the usc of nct, line, rod, or other mecans of catching fish illegal on any rivers,
tanks, &c.,at such timo as the Collector or other authority under the orders of
Government might proclaim, would suffice. A provision against the introduction
into the water of any substance prejudicial to fish should also be introduced.

4. Under the influence of an Act of this kind, I doubt not the Bhowany
would soon be stocked with fish in as great, if not greater, abundance thaa ever,
and afford a supply of food in cxcess of what it has done for years.
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: : I’roceedm"s of the Madras Government, Revenue Dcpartment, !
d ,‘ - 2Tth A;ml 1866. 3
LA 1. Submitted for tho consideration of Govcrnment '
: 2. The Board sce no objection to the Govcrnmcnt taking powcrs to dcclare
a % close tuno for ﬁshm"’ durmf7 the breeding seasom.
&‘N\)‘. iiil‘;'?‘ IR ‘Oxivr-.k; THERTON, 2Tth April 1266, No. 991,
:; - Mizcellaneous. »- | The Governinent are not prepared ¢
legislate on this subject st present.
(True Extract.) : :
(Siguced) J. D SIM,
‘ Secre!ary to Governmendt,
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