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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26th April 1866.

No. 438.  Read the following Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th
. April 1866, No. 2,736 :—
Read the following letter from the Collector of Salem, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated 7th April 1866, No. 50.

- 1. I have the honor to submit, for the orders of the Board, the enclosed copy
of a letter from Captain R. Shaw, late 7th Ilussars (with its enclosures), requesting
permission to buy, under the Rules for the sale of unassessed waste, one hundred
and seventeen acres of assessed waste land on the Mailgherry Hills, in the Ossoor
Talook.

2. The lands referred to by Captain Shaw, though assessed, have been lying
waste for several years. Some of them have, I believe, never been brought under
the plough. Captain Shaw wishes to try barley cultivation on the Mailgherries,
and I myself sce no objection to the lands being sold under the rules above alluded
to, and I beg, therefore, to recommend that Captain Shaw’s request may be
complied with. '

———

From Capt:un R. SITAW, lato 7th ITussars, to the Collector of Salem, dated Oossoor, 10th March
. 1866. '
1. I have the honor to encloso copy of a letter from the Sub-Collector, in answer to 8 com-

‘munication from me rcgarding the purchase of certain tracts of land on the Mailgherry Ilils near

Denkenikotta.

2. In paragraph 2 of the Sub-Collector’s letter he states, that ¢‘ assessed waste lands are
not purchasable, unless it be in occupation as building sites, or as plantation or garden,’ and
quoted my letter whero I state I want the land for * general farming purposes;” but this, it
must be admitted, is a wide term, and would embrace *‘ plantations’ as understood in husbandry,
and it was not my intention, when I first applied for the land, to confine myself to growing grain
or tubers, but to utilize it, or parts thereof, to the growth of tea, cofice, chinchona, or any other
plantation product that I thought the soil capable of producing ; but as this can only bo ascer-
tained by actunal experiment, I hold the term *‘ general farming purposes’’ to come within the
meaning of tho Board's order ; at the same time I must candidly admit the growth of barley is at
present my chief consideration, and you are yourself aware I am building a brewery, which I hope
before long to be ablo to show to Government that good wholesome beer can bo made from

malt and hops, in tbis country as is imported from England, and I thiok such a desirablo under- -

taking should be met with every assistance from Government.

3. According to the plan and numbers furnished me by the Sub-Collector, I ﬁnd 117-21-2
acres *‘ asscssed waste lands,* and 33-24-4 “acres ‘ unassessed,”” and am told the distinction is
meant to imply land that have been formerly under cultivation, but subsequently abandoned, ia
distinction to land set apart, but hitherto not taken up.

5. 1 am under the impression, from inquiries I have ‘made, that nearly the whole assessed
lands included in the numbers furnished me, have been for years abandoned, yielding no revenue
to Government ; but I am prepared to purchase it bona fide, outright in perpetuity, on the terms
of sale by public auction of *‘ unassessed waste lands."”

5. 1 find, from experiment, that barley will not grow in this nexgbbourhood without irriga-
tion, and as the supply is so precarious, it would never answer to trust the fickleness of the sca-
gons for my supply of malt, and a3 Government would probably bo the great consumers on bebalf
of the British Troops, I feel confident they would not, on a proper representation, stand in the
way of & private enterprize likely to prove such a public benefit.

6. Itis true I could take up the land on the Ryotwary tcnure, but as it would be my
wish to permanently settle on these Hills, I would very much rather buy the land outright, on
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Proceedmg: of the Madras Governmenl ‘Recenue Department
20th April 1866. '

P e )

i the terms, of ** unassessed waste Tands,’ than be a yearly tcnant Should it be bcyond your pro-
$ vince to grant my request, I beg you will be good enough, with as little dclay as possible, to refer
. tho question to Government, who, I trust, will be able to give me a decided answer one way or the |

- other, 80 that I may be ablo (if in the affirmative) to take advantage of the earliest rains to com- : .

mence operations.

| . Recommended for the sanction of Government.

" No. 439

Orm:n TOEREON, 206th April 1866, No. 993..

Lard Reverne.

The Board will ascertain what assessment the land
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Lears, how long it has  been waste, and whether it contains. i

Sandalwood or other timber w orth rescrving.
lector should not hiave omitted to givo these ncecssary particulars.

The Col~ ¢

\l

g ;-' (True Extract.) -
T (Signed) J. D. SIM,

e o Secretary to Goz'ern.mat. | (
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'To the Board of Revence. ;
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