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Lroceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
20/% April 1866.

No. 300. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th
. April 1866 :—

Read the following letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Tinnevelly, 13th December 1865, No. 477.

I 'have the Lonor o forward, for the information of the Board of Revenue,
copies of letters from the Superintendent of Pearl Banks. I Lave waited for the
last report on the bank off Trichendoor, which has not yet been received, but it
will be forwarded on receipt. The result of the examination has been most
unsatisfactory., | A
From the Superiatendent of Pearl Banks, to the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Tutcorin, Sth

November 18535, No. 28.
I bave the honor to report, for the information of the Government, that I havo this day
: examined tho Pearl Banks noted in the marzin.
f,'l"}".?? T‘:.nr&oo Pur. , Iregret to say the result is most unfavoratle s
Nugirs tar, the divers baving only brought up one pearl
oyster durinz tho day. I consider this most unfortunate,as, when last examined, the Cruchan
Par wag fuirly stocked with young pearl oysters, and it was from this bank I expected to get a
suflicient quautity for stocking the nursery, the loss is therefore very serious, unless other banks
can be found that contain oysters. The weather has been particularly fine, and the sea calm and
clear ; besides having the divers, I used a dredge which was constantly bauled up with full of dead

shells, &c., and I thercfore believe the statement of the divers that there were no oysters, is

carrect, With the ** Godavery'® I was ablo to go over all Jarta of the Lank mysellf, and the exami-
nation has been well done.  If the weather continucs fine, I shall proceed with the examination of
the other banks to- morrow. .

From the Supc‘rintendcnt of Pearl Danks, to the Collector of Tinnmevelly, dated Tuticorin, 11th
November 18G5, No. 29, B
In continuation of my letier No. 28, dated 8th instant, I have now the bonor to report that I
have, during the Oth, 1Gth, and I11th instant,
”’"‘0"T‘““’i“"‘gjl‘(‘,‘m;;:'n examined the P?arl Banks noted in the margin.
Oitce Pur. The result continues to be most unsatisfactory,
Attoxbudoo Par. . . X
10th.—OF Vypaor.—Cariar Par. the pearl oyster appears to have entirely dis-
appecared from this part of the coast, the divers

I°avi Pur,
Pcrnaudoo Par,

Futta Marikan Par. and dredge bring up plenty of dead pearl
11th.—Of Tauticor;n,—{ uttorian Par, - .
Thoyelan Par. and other sbells, no soorum or killikoy is found,

Auawade Aropagum Par. and very little weed, the cause of their dis-

appearance is to me most inexplicable, as from the appearanco of some of the banks at the last
cxamination, I did not anticipate anything of tho sort. The only banks which I have now any

. hopes of containing pearl oysters are those off Trichendoor ; tho ** Godavery” isin want of sume

slight repairs, and as soon as they can bo complcted, and if the weather continues favorable, I shall
proceed with tho work. - A

e

From the Collector of Tinncvelly, to the Secrctary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Trichendoor, 17th March 1866, No. 102.

1. I have the Lhonor to annex copy of a lctter dated 15th March 1866, just
received from the Superintendent of Pcarl Fishery, on the cxamination of the
banks on the Madura coast, which give rather better hopes of a fishery, but which
require further examination later in the year, before any decisive opinion can bo
ventured thereon. st
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2. The offer of & reward for informnation scems to e judicious in facilitating ; A : Rozky Leocs ore Maniasts TrEvon, ‘
1Qr v . - . ) ¢ 1 N ~ . . . . . 4 o S
the discovery of Lanks. . ‘ , : 1 ! : Captain Daviot, the Governmeut Ilcad Pilot, Leing on board ; on this I found young oysiers
3.. It is advisable that the steamer ““ Godavery,” which burns too much coal, } attached to the sea weed, the, latter was thickly covered in some parts, the yourg oysters were
should be returned to Cocanada, and Captain Plhipps desires eanry instructions in ! ' not nearly 5o large in quantity as those found on the Paumben basks on the previous Saturday- !
in 3 . . . . Wl ~¢. g :
regard thereto, in order that the scason favorable for her return should not be lost. § : > Afier completing tho examination of this Lank, and unfurtanately losing a most “’;m oxswer |
. . . : . : . ) : . " i char- ' 1 °r quan-
4. If she cannuot be mado useful elsewhere, 1t would be worth consideration { s dredze, I returned to Paumben, and obtained from the OfGceriu charge of the Jail a fuét o q >
M .3 v . l
whether she might not be sold. ' . : 3 ' tity olf ten tons of firewood, that Lad been cut by ]the comxcts‘I a.id co.uld lt;;: slparlcd to' a o;c;r:(;n:ve
' = : : T . : r vessel. - At day ligkt on the 13th I steamed to ths westward, keeninz the lea gaing, lsund o
5. . Captain Phipps indicates the sor ressel that w 108 ’ : e L. ° ! k
9. .“ ) sort of ve (:1 that will b_e most .u.seful for the X Patches of rocks in three anda half and four fathoms water, notling was found on them. At
Pearl Fishery—an iron sca-going schooner of s1xty tons with anxiliary screw— H . 4 . x. anchored for the night orf the
i

and I think the subjeet should be brought to the notico of the Svcrctﬁry of State

. Pavarz Mavar Par orr Axxarar Tugtvoo :
for India. A flag bottomed river stcamer, burning a ton cf coal per bour, and «hich on the morning of tho 14th examined tha bank, but founl notLinz ; at 8 4. ¥ steamed to the

rolls in the open sca, and makes about four - miles an hour, as' I found by a trip to westward and examined the nest,
the Pearl Nursery, is certainly unsuitable for sea-going work. ~Captain Phipps

. ANNAPAR BANK,
will examine the southiern banks very shortly,

upon which nothing was found also ; from the larze patch of rocks to the west of this, the divers
brought upon one young oyster. After complcting the examination of this bank, the Jast of those
on the coast of Madura. I stcamed and set sail for Tuticerin, where I anchored at 9 p. u.

5. Trom the forezoing report it will Le observed that pear! oysters have azain appeared in
the ncighlourhood of Paumben and on some banks on the coasis of Madura, I am glal 1o say in
sufficient quantities to give hopes of future fisherics ; this Leing the case, it might be cxpected
tbat I should propose at once placing a guard-boat in the neighbourbood, but baving by former
experiences learned that patches of young oyster of this description are not to be depended upon,
and from the position of the Paumben banks upon which the seas of the south-west monsoon
break with great fury, T have little bopes of these oysters remaining in the same pusiiion. I
~ ) therefore propose to lcave tiem now uncared for, and will azaia examine the banks at the conclusion
of the south-west monsoon, when, if necessary, a guard-boat may then be stationed in the

From the Superintendent of Pearl Danks, to tle Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Tuticorin, 15th
. March 1866, No. 9.

1. I Lare the Lonor to report, for the information of the Government, that I lefe this in the
S.S. ‘“ Godavery' on the Fth instant, taking with me th
purpose of examining the Pearl Bauks on the coast of Madu
cxamined tho

4

ree divers and two canocs for the
ra- On the same day, I reached and

- Vaxsar CAktar Pan ;

* on this bank, 1 found ouc pearl oyster of four yeuys' old, two of two auda Lalf years, and a
quaatity of very young ones attached to sea weed ; from 1hia T proceeded to the '

_ , Coomuruy Par, also off Vambar,

and anchored for tho night. On the morning of the Sth thig b

.
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ank was oxamined, but notbing was neighbourhood.
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found of any consequence, upon one picce of sca weed a fow very young Pearl Oysters were attached : )‘ G. The finding of pearl oysters on the buoys in the Paumben channel is now, I consider,
the next bauk I examined was the _ , : 3 ! gatisfactorily accounted for ; there is no doubt that large quantitics ¢f spawn are continzally being
' . . Ooroornexay Tuervoo Par, , i drifted about these scas ; that there are bauks of pearl oysters from which the spawn may prozecd,
upon which the divers found nothing ; a patch of rock was next examined, oae pearl ovster of one : ) is very possible, but the difliculty to find their position is very great.  They are probally situated
and a half year’s age was found. I next proceeded to the ’ ! in deep water. I consider a few pearl oysters could be gathered from off alndst every bank of rc.lks
: ‘ : Nerwaniexsy Tuervoo Dar, ‘ } on the coast, but fur the purposcs cf a fist:ery, banks which yield by millions are required.
this was covered with weed and eponge, but no oysters were found, in the evening. I anchored }, 7. During my stay at Paumben 1 took the opportunity of gathering all the information I
for tle night off Valimookum point, in six fathoms. On the worning of the 9th I steamed to-the Af could from the natives in the neighbourhood, no satisfactory intcllizence was obtained. Captain

castward, keeping the lead going ; during the day I examined the Iq
Karay ; from this the divers brouzht “up four oysters of various azes, and the dredze also brouyght
up one. Ialso examined a bank further to the castward but found vothing. From this I steered
to the c{wtward with the lead going, ::nd at 5 r.u. ancbored on the Paumben banks, On the
morning of the 10th, I Grst examined the large
e ' : . TPaumeoy Par, : A
on this I found very young pearl oystersin large quantities attached both to rock and sea weed ;
the latter, when brought up by the divers, was quite Llack, the quentity of young oysters that

rge rocky patch off Kecla- Daviot, the Ilead Pilot, stated that the Tindal of a Chittagong vessel had shewn Lim some yourz
oysters that had come up attached to a picce of stone with his auchor from the rocky ledze
which I examined in Captain Daviot's company. Iregret that no particular cnquiry was made of
this Tindal, to the exact position” of his vessel at the time, which might have given me soric
raore definite knowledge. Captain Daviot was not aware of any other Pearl bauksin the neizhboxr-
. E hood, so my further remaining at Paumben was unnccbssary. Reports and statermnents of the eaist-

cnce of Pearl Yanks are often exazgerated, axd when enquired into prove so false that I deemed it

advisable to ask Mr. Burby, tho Sub-Magistrate at Paumben, to endcavour to procure a statement

: L
* must be on this bank is very largo ; they do not extend all over the Yack, but lay in patches. I r ‘. signed by the parties who might, at any time, appear to have fallen in with pearl oyster or banks ;
next examined the small bazk or . . ’ I'also requested him to offer a reward of a new fishing canoe completo to any fisherman who
Ciixxa Par, R might come forward and give any satisfuctory information.

upon which nothing was found\;‘b'n\ ¢ other Lank, onc small oyster of one and half year's aze
‘was brought up. Ithen procceded towaxds Paumben, the stcamer being in want of fuel ; at
4 p.x. 2nchored in the basin, and received on Ward ten tona of frewood ; the next day the 11th of

8. Defore concluding this report I have to bring to the notico of Government that I £rd
that the ** Godavery," thouzh very uscful, is too expensive a vessel for the dutjes connected with
the Pearl tanks, on gecount of the great cos* of working her, On lcaving Tuticorin I hag on 1

N WOPH
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& March being Suuday, we remained gt anchor, the morning of the 12th got uuder weigh and y Lo;“d t:m"'y tons of coal, which, as Go‘,cmn.ml:.t 2e amare, I purchased at alow rate ; on my acri-
}  proceeded to the S R ‘ / va at: l.aun:bctn,kl found tlhit t:c cxv;c:dlt%e‘—?'rmﬁl’hﬁd been g0 great, that there was not suficient
: — remaining to take a8 vessel back to Tuticortn. I therefore obtai :
‘ g . ovtained ten tong of firewood, at a cost
¢ <o :
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Depaviment,
) 20tk April 1868,

~— .

of Rubccs GG, to make the coal last out ; after getting the wood on board, Ilearned that the Assis-
tant Collector in charge of the Jail, Mr. Burrows, bad a large quantity that had been cut up by the
convicts for the purpose of burning chunam, as I required more fucl than I then bad in store at
Tuticorin for the examination of the Trichendoor banks, I obtained, on application to Lim, a further
quantity of ten tons, on my guarautceing to pay him the value of the same, if required to dosoby
the Jail Rules. 1t will be scen that the ** Godavery'* on account of the expenditure in fucl is an

~ expensive boat for the work _required, being unfortunately constructed for river navization
prevents her being used fur all purposes ; and the emall sum she has already carnc_d for other works
gives mc no encourazenent to hope I sball ever be alle to make her carnings cover the expenses.
Should the Government Le of the same opiuion, she might be returned to Cocunada ; the scason
for the passage is at present favorable, and if instructions per tclegraph could Le forwarded, the
vesiel might Le safe there by the 10th proximo. Any delay will render it necesgary to detain the
vessel here for another year. )

The description of stcam vessel that would be most suitalle for the duties connected with
tho Pearl Banks, would be an iron sca'-going schooner of about 60 tons, properly rigged and fitted
with a screw whieh could be disconnected ; the time when steam is most required is during a calm
or light head wind, and when actually engaged on the Pearl Banks, for this,
fuel would be emall; during the trip to Panmben the “ Godavery”
steam, 8ail being of course carried to assist when rossible,

The examination of the banks on the coasts of Tinnevelly will be proceeded with as 6oun
as the **Godavery” is coaled, and a report of the same will be forwarded without delay.

I take this opportunity of mentioning that I procured at Paumben large quantity of the
young oysters, intending to Lring them to Tuticorin. I regret to say, the weather being very hot,

I fear nearly if uot all are now dead, those that scemed to be still alive were deposited in the
Oyster Nursery last night. ) 2

——

1. Submitted for the information of Government. ' .
2. Tho Board recommend that steps be taken to provide the Superintendent
with a small serviceable steam-Loat of the kind he describes; it is very cvident that

the “ Godavery” is unsuited to the work, and that it is desirable that the Superin-
tendent should have a stcam-boat at his disposal.

No. 301. -
Misceilaneous.

the expenditure of
bas been constantly under

OnrpER TERTON, 20th April 1866, No. 9 ,

1. The Government regret to reccive so unfavorable

a report, and wish to know what expectation Captain

Phipps has of being able to stock bLis nursery completely
from local sources. '

2. The Government have po steamer at present better adapted for Captain
Phipps’ purpose than the ¢ Godavery,” and with such slender expectatious of a
successful fishery for several years, thoy are uawilling to incur the heavy expenscs
of procuring a stcamer from England. Captain Phipps is at liberty to send the
“ Godavery” back to Cocanada when the scason is favorable for the v
Government due intimation of his intention.
he can of her. "

23.

~

-

oyage, giving
Mcanwhile Lo will make thic best use

N wm

EX X RN

(Truc Extract.)
' (Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary lo Government.
To the Board of Revenue. . . '
y» the Public Works Department.
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