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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

3rd May 1870.

-

No. 28. Read the following Procecdm(rs of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st
' February 1870, No. 1,180 :—

Read the following letter from the Collector of Kurnool, to the Acting Sceretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated on circuit at Gudoor, 14th J anuary 1870,
No. 18.

IN reply to Proceedings of the Board, dated 4th January 1870, embodying
Proceedings of Government, No. 3,211, dated 18th Deccember 1869, Revenue
Department, I have the honour to mform you that I-have this day pcrbonallv‘
inspected the tank at Remata, and .find what Captain Ilunter said about it is
perfectly correct—it has not breached.  The only repairs it requires is to the sluico
which for retaining water in the tank is perfectly useless. Under the tank is a large
extent of land which might be watered if the sluice were repaired, but the soil is
so sterile, being of a chalky nature, and mixed with soudu, that it could never be
ploﬁtably cultivated, and ryots would never take 1t up for wet cultivation. There

are about 7} Acres pretty good, but for that a well, which has a perennial supply

of water, furmahes all the water necessary for tholr irrigation. Tho’ valuable
portion of the tank isits bed, on which I found splendid crops of Cholum and Wheat.
The reason why remission was asked was, because the supply of water last year
had heen so large that some of the land in the bed could not be cultivated, the

being cultivated in season.

* 2. This, however, is scldom the case, aud as tho lands are peculiarly fertile,

and only asscssed at 2 Rupces an Acre, I cons1der that the extraordinary profits

. generally made by the cultivators should counterbalance any remission they may

think themselves entitled to, when more rain fulls than will admit of their bringing

the whole land in the bed of the tank into cultivation. I proposed to the ryots -
to make a breach in the tank to allow the water to run off qulckly, but to this

they object, beeause the fact of the land being well soaked, and probably covered

yearly with silt, accounts for its fertility. Under these circumstances, I told them

that they could expect no remission, but must take one year with another and allow

the profits of one year to counterbalance the loss of another. Tliey seemed to sce

the power of this argument, and expressed their willingness to abide by it.

3. I thereforo consider that the recommendation I made for remission was
wrong, and should not be admitted, and at the same time I still repeat my rocoin-
mendation that the tank should be abandoned. The repairs of the sluice would
not only be a useless expense, but would, by retaining too much water in the tank,
throw out of cultivation a great portion of the bed now so profitably cultiv ated by
" the ryots.

4. I regret that a faulty translation of the Tahsildar’s Arzi should have caused
so much correspondence. IHe said the sluice had breached, meaning that it was
out of repairs, and admitted too much water through it for the lands under the
tank to bo cultivated as wet ; and when I said the bank had bleached I should
_have said the sluice was out of repairs,

5. If the Doard agreec w ith my recommendation regarding the non-admission
of remission, I will have tho remission, which has I find been made collected.
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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reeonve Department, = ' o ’
- ' 3rd May 1870, - N

SusMITTED for the orders of Government, with referenco ‘to Government .
Order, 18th December 1869, No, 3,211, . , R
R. It will bo observed that the Collector explains that he was mistaken in H '

saying thoe tank was breached. Tho sluice was 80 out of repair that tho water ~ SR
‘could not be properly retained and distributed, ' ' ‘ -

3. The reports show clearly that there is no object in ret;ﬁning the tank

otherwise than for tho purpose of soaking the soil in tho bed with a view to its
subscquent cultivation, and the Board thercforo adhere to their recommendation.
4. The principlo advocated by the Collector is, that as tho lands aro excep-
tionally fortile owing to the water occasionally standing over them, no remission
is necessary when they are not cultivated owing to this causo; the Board think ‘ ' B
 this principlo is correct, and should be enforced; and tho remission cancelled and . K .
~assessment collected as proposed by Mr. Chaso in tho last paragraph of his lettcr.

 No. 29, ~ "Orper THERI-)O.\", 3rd May 1870, No. 633, ' :
: - Tuc Right Ionourablo tho Governor -
Land Revenue, ' o .
cnue *in Council sanctions the abnndonmfmt :

o . of tho tank referred to in the foregoing S %
Proceedmgs and the asscssment of the lands in the bed and Ayacut as ordinary :

n__g_r_li_r__rigatl_cd land. . The land being. classod . ag

Y diy” will of cucrae rosiive 1RO
" Temission, .

\

a

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  R. A, DALYELL,
" Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

" Exd. F. R. Bantlemag,
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