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Proceedmn's of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
: 3rd ]lla/ 1870.

| No. 23. Read the followmw Proceedmws of the Board of Revenue, dated 31st

March 1870 No. 2,176 :—

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of South ‘Canara, to tho
Acting Secretary to the Board of Rowenue, dated Uppmmwadx, 4th
hovombcr 1869, No. 14‘31 .

1

I nave the honour to submxt heremth, for the Board’s sanctlon a statement
showing the asscssment® to be reduced

* Enclosure No. IL = d tl ¢ t
t Enclosure , L ~ on, and the amount of compensationt .
duc for certain lands taken up for the
new coast-road from Mangalore to Hosdroo , as well as that erroneously paid for
certain others appropriated for the road from Hosdroow to Kanyangad under the

following circumstances.

- 2. In a general statement of lands taken up for public purposes, submitted

‘in 1864 by the then Collector Mr. Morns, and sanctioned by the Board in their

Proccedings, dated the 30th August 1864, No. 5,609, ‘Rupees 83-14-7 were entered
as compensation due for portions} of
ten wurgs appropriated for the Manga.
lore and Hosdrooo‘ road, and the amount disbursed accordingly to the respective
wurgdars, and a proportionate reduction made in the asscssment thereof,

3. A petition having been subscquently received by Mr. Cadell in November
1865 from one Vishnu l\aranta complaining that no compcnsation had yet becn
paid to him for certain, land taken up from his wurg for the aforesaid Mangalore

‘ Items Nos. 92 to 101 in the Statementl\o. 1.

and ITosdroog road, an inquiry was instituted into the matter, when it scems to -

have been dlscovered that the'lands of the ten individuals, to whom compensation

“had been paid as stated above, had never been taken up for this road, and that the

lands actually approprlated for it belonged to some different mdulduals who had

. not received any éompensation, and of whom the said Vishnu Karanta was one.

4. The statcment submitted by Mr. Morris in 1864 being merely a COlnpll-
ation of those reccwed from the scveral talooks, Annaji Row and Amaladi San-
tappa, who were then Tahsildar and Sheristadar, respectively, of the Kassargode
Talook, but had sinco been transferred to other talooks, appear to have been

_called upon to account for the submission of such a false statement under their
. joint smnature but instead of explmmno the mistake, each endeavoured by his

explanation, simply to throw the whole responsibility upon the other, aud to

exoncrate himself from all blame.
5. At this stage of the inquiry Mr. Cadell left the dlstrlct on leave, and was

'tempomnly succeeded by Mr. Whiteside who, having failéd to discover the origin

of the mistake from the proeeedmrrs Leld in the case, referred the matter to the
Assistant Collector, Mr. Ifall, for inquiry and report. -,
6. As the case was in the hands of Mr. Hall at the tlme of .my tiking charrre -
of the district in May 1807, it did not attract my attention till September 1867,
when ho applied for some papers relating to the inquiry, which were immediately |
callod for from the taloock and forwarded to him. But Mr. Iall returned the
Proccedings in I‘ebruary 1868, without having been able to arrive at any decision -
as to how and where the mistake had orwmated or as to whether any fraud had

o bccn p!'dCtlaCd in the mattu‘
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7. In the mean time another small road was opened in 1867-68 from
Tlosdroog to the Kanyangad River, and it was then discovered that eight out of the
ten items paid for in 1864-63, as having been acquired for tho Mangalore and os-

droog roud, were now appropriated to this road, and the question now became
more complicated than ever. '

8. On the above circumstance being reported to me, I instructed my Sheris-
tadar to cxamine and check the various accounts and statements received from
the talook, aud to have a correct statement prepared therefrom, sliowing the nature,
extent, asscssient, ete., of the lands dppropri:xtcd for cach of tho two roads. Dut
unfortunately my old Sheristadar died shortly afterwards, and I was not reminded
of the matter till the following November, when the talook statements being
found incorrect and incomplete, had to be rcturned for revision and for a fresh
survey of some of the lands, and the Tahsildar was directed at the samo time to
“ascertain, by personal inquiry, whether all the proprictors agreed to receive tho
compensation proposed.  With a view to traco the crror, if possible, I also called
for all procecdings Leld in tho talook Loth by the talook and village-oflicials from
the commencement. In December, however, I was obliged to leave the district
on two months’ leave, and though I returned in February, the then Sheristadar
failed to remind mo that tho matter had not yet been disposed of till T was led to
make inquirics aboutit in June. At thetimeof drawing up my Supplemental Local
Fund Budget, when being informed that revised statements had not yet been fur-
nished from the tulock, I called for them immediately; but on their receipt, it
appeared that a local inquiry would most probably clear all doubt, and scttle tho

whole question. I therefore deputed my lato Assistant Mr. Hall to this duty, but ‘

various other matters prevented his undertaking it. I then deputed Mr. Deputy-
Collector Ball to proceed to the spot, but illness prevented Lin; so I undertook it
mysclf, and to prevent any further mistake, I proceeded to visit the several lands
in person. ‘

9. On a personal inspection of both lines in the presence of the land-owners
and talook scrvants concerned, and a careful scrutiny into the proccedings held

in the talook, the whole complication appeared to bave originated in the following
simple facts. -

The Collector having called for a statement of compensation due for lands
taken up for the Mangalore and -1losdroog road, the talook authorities directed
the Revenue Inspector of the Ilosdroog Division to survey the samo ; but as no privato
land had been acquired for that portion of the Mangalore and Ilosdroog road which
lay in the Hosdroog Division of the Kassargodo Tulook, the Revenue Inspector
supposed that the lands meant to be surveyed were those which would be required
for aroad of the usual width, which it was then contemplated to open in his division
from Hosdroog toll{anyangad River in the dircetion of an existing foot-path, sur-
veyed the same, and sent in an account threof, unfortunately retaining, however
the name of the road as given by the talook-people unaltered init. The Tahsil’o
dar and S}\Ctiﬂnddt had a statement prepared from tho Revenuo Inspector’s
accounts without any further scrutiny or personal inspection of the locality, aud
submitted the same to the Iluzoor. This was embodicd in the Collector’s gencral
statement, and sanctioned by the Board, and the amouut was disbursed accordingly
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to the several proprictors, who reccived it in good fith as being the value of lands.
acquired for the purpose of a public road then proposed to be opcned. The ques-
tion of compensation due for lands taken up for tho Mangalore and Hosdroog road
hence came to be considered as finally settled. ‘
10. All the ten lands thus paid for as having been acquired for the Manga--
lore and Ilosdrooz road are, in fact, situated on the road from Hosdroog to Kanyan-
gad, while nincty-one others, which have been really appropriated for the former
road, are still remaining unpaid for.  The fact of only cight of the above ten lands-
having been actually taken up for the latter road is owing to a change in some’
places in the line as originally contemplated, in consequence of which, two of those
paid for were left untouched, while four others not entered in the former statement .
were newly appropriated. The compensation for the two former has since been ;
recovercd, and the amount of assessment reduced thereon re-entered in the
accounts; and the four latter being uncultivated lands of very trifling value, their’
holders have accepted a proportionate reduction in the assessment without any’
other compensation; so there remains nothing more to be paid for the lands
taken up for the Hosdroog and Kanyangad road. ‘

‘11, The lands appropnated for the Mangalore and Iosdroog road belong to .

ninety-one individuals, and the compen-
8. A. P

* Value of lands 1605 2 O sation due for the same amounts to
© Do. of improvements ... ‘594 13 8 Rupees 2,109-15-8* as shown in the
2109 15 g Accompanying statement. The valua-,

tion has been made with due regard to
the price of land prevailing in the ncighbourhood, and has not been objected to by .
any of the wurgdars. As the lands appear, however, to have been appropriated for ,
the road so far back as 1857, when the line was originally opened, and the owners®
“have not only been kept out of compensation due for them, but have also paid the
assessment due thercon up to this date without abatement, I propose to redress their,
Wropgs in soime Imeasuro by refunding the asscssment, amounting in the aggx"egate
to Rupecs 429-14-0, which has hitherto been improperly collected from them, and
“which they would, I think, bo legally entitled to recoyer, and trust that the
Board will Le pleased to sanction my proposal.

12. Of the sum of Rupees 2,199-15-8 duc on account of compensation,
Rupees 1,450 have been provided for in the.Supplcmcntal District Road Fund
Budget of the current year, and the balance will have to be paid from the Rescrve
of 1870-71. The amount of assessment to be refunded can be met from genoral~
savings out of the next year's Budget. :

13. Tho mistako which has occasioned so much trouble and delay in this case,
the Board will find from what has been stated above, originated in a simple and
not unnatural misunderstanding on the part of a Revenue Inspector, and was
perpetuated by the carelessness of the Tahsildar and Sheristadar ; but there has

been no fraud or dishonesty practised by any person concerned, nor has any loss

- resulted to Government. Both the Tuhsildar and Sheristadar have since becn
transferred without promotion to the Bellary District andthe Uppinangadi Talook,
respectively.  Under these circumstances I am of opinion that a serious notice of
the conduct of the officials concerned is not now called for, and would be too late.
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' year 1868-69, as the in

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' drd May 1870, '

Ibeg to add that the subject of this compensation was not noticed in my

~ annual Return of compensation due but not paid, submitted for tho last official
quiry connected with this caso was not fully completed

. then, and the matter was reserved for g scparate and epecial report.

.
——

Evcrosores Nos. 1 and 2.~Statéments. '

-

Wirn the foreguing letter the Acting Collector submits for sanction two

E statements, one showing the particulars of the compensation to be paid for lands

taken up i 1857 for roads from Mangalore to Ilosdroog and from osdroog to
Kanyangad, and the other of assessment to be refunded to tho partics concerned..

2. Mr. Thomas explains fully tho circumstances under which the compen-
sation has remained unpaid for a space of twelvo years, and states that the trouble
and delay occasioned in the matter have been owing to a misunderstanding on t¥xo
part of a Revenue Inspector, and to the carclossness of the Tahsildar -and Sheris-
tadar. The conduct of the lattor sorvants is most reprchensible, but: considering
the length of timo that has intervened, and the fact that ome of them has been
without promotion transforred to the Bellary Distr'ict, and " the other to the Uppi-

- vangadi Talook, the Board do not think it necessary to do moroe than record their
disapproval. R 2 _ s S

-

3. Of the 105 items of .compensatior-i for lands taken up, the first ninety-ono -

- appertain to tho road from Mangalore to

1,61({)% Aﬁ yd Hosdroog, and show a total cost of

99113 8 Rupees?2,199-15-8.* The Board sutho-

T°ta;1 2m rize the disbursement of this amount as
| - hereunder particularised :—

* Value of lands -
Do. of improvements

Rupees 1,480 this:yeaf from the prdyision of the like sum in the current -

. year’s Supplemental Road Fund Budget.
Rupees 719-15-8 from the Rescrve of 1870-71. .

- For reasons stated opposite to Items Nos. 92 to 105, no action appcars
necessary regarding them, - . B

4, S’;atcmeﬁt No. 2 shows the particulars of tho asscssment to Lo refunded,

amounting in the aggregate to Rupecs 429-14-0, Tho Acting Collector reports. .
that the lands were . ap ropriated for the road so far back as 1857, and that tho 7
owners have not onlybeen kept out of the compensation due for them, but havoe
- also paid the assessment duo thereon up to the present time without abatement.

He proposes that the amount to bo refunded should bo met from the gencral
savings out of the next year’s Budget, meaning the Road Fund Budget.

5. The Board admit the propricty of the refund, but it is clear thatitl.xo sums
which have beon improperly credited to Imperial revenues should bo disbarsed

“from that source, and they accordingly resolve to roquest the sanction of Gop'grll-«

ment for their payment. .

»
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dzpartment,
: : 3rd May 1870.

No. 24. OzpEr THEREON, 8rd May 1870, No. 631,
Miscellaneous Tue Board in their Proceedings
: o above recorded authorized the payment

) ' L of Rupees 2,199-15-8 from the District
Road Fund as compensation for latds taken for the road from Mangalore to Hos-

droog, and request sanction for refunding from Imperial Funds Rupees 429-14-0, )
being the amount of assessment .on, lands appropriated for the road so far back as

- 1857, but which nevertlieless was collected and credited to Imperial revenues.
2. Sunction is accordingly granted for the refund of Rupees (429-14-0) four’

AV hundred and twenty-nine and Annas fourteen.

( True Extract.) o
- (Signed) " R, A, DALYELL,
 Acting Secretary Yo Governmen.

To the Board of Revenue.
»» the Accountant-General,
»» the Public Works Department.

Exd, P. R, Bantleman,
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