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Proceedings of the Madras Government, fievenue Depariment,
9th January 1866.
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No. 120.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th
- November 1865, No. 7,584.

Read the following letter from the Officiating Director of Revenue Settlement, to

the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 30th August

1865, No. 1,04242 :—

1. I have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings of the 13th ultimo,

No. 8,965, paragraph 6, in which they request my opinion on the question of the

water rate to be charged on lands irrigated by wells on the banks of rivers or
channels, or by water raised from such rivers or channels, by artificial means.

2. As regards wells I find, on reference to the former papers bearing on the

subject, that when in 1852, under the

Board's Circular Order, 25th November 1852.  orders of the Court of Directors, the

assurance was given to the Ryots that

the tax on lands cultivated by wells thereafter to be constructed at their own cost,

would never be enhanced, except on a general revision of the District rates, the

boon was coupled with the condition, that the well should not draw away water

from a previously existing Government work.

3. Subsequently, it was laid down that new wells in Punjah land, should not
be exempt from extra assessment, if within

Board's Circular Order, 21st May 1855. ten yards of a tank bund, or. within fifty
yards of a river or channel, the Collectors

being authorized, at their discretion, to dispense with the rule in the case of rivers

or jungle streamsin remote localities, and at the same time empowered in other
cases, to charge double or treble Teerwajasti, or to prohibit the use of the well

altogether.
4. Later, the Government were pleased to exempt from any charge for water,
lands irrigated from natural pools or

Board's Circular Order, 20th September 1859.  jungle streams, in the improvement of
which the Government have had no con-

cern, and incurred no expense, always provided that the use of such water should
not interfere with the supply to any Government work.

5. I do not suppose the Board have any intention to recommend the entire
removal of the restrictions against the construction of wells so near a Government
source of supply, as necessarily to interfere with it. I think those restrictions may
be maintained with advantage, though perhaps the severity of the latter part of the
Circular Order of the 21st May 1855 might be mitigated.

6. Next as regards the lands irrigated by water artificially raised from rivers
or channels. The latter class has been
already provided for, and a deduction of
one-fourth from S
allowed, as in the Godavery and Kistna Deltas. I do not tssit: sllllzge?"::;d l?}::
 streams, the irl';ﬁatior;.}l-onl v:h' lf: ,tle}ddo not c?m‘e under the head of Jungle

i 1o trg; o 1ok is under the existing orders free, I can see no
g the lands irrigated from them, more tavorably than thoge

Government Order, 6th August 1864, No. 1,409,
paragraph 15, Clause 4,
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