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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st Mgrch 1866,

Read the following :—
No. 12. Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th F ebruary 1866, No. 970,

Read the following letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated 29th January 1866, No. 27,

1. I have received the Board’s Proceedings of the 12th instant, communicating
the Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department dated 3rd idem,

No. 2, and their Order thereon.

2 In reply, I beg to inform you that the road from Ootacamund o Coonoor
is in good order. The road from the foot of the Coonoor ghét to the Coimbatore
Railway station, is also in a very fair condition. No doubt the funds collected in

. the low country should be applied to the construction and repairs of roads in the

low country ; but I beg to state that one of the great objects in view, in opening
out the Karteri road, is to benefit the low country people, who contribute these
funds. The Board will observe, from the Statement which accompanies this letter,
that our greatest and most certain market for all local produce is the Hills. Every
step, therefore, taken to improve the facilities of access to them, tends directly to
benefit the low country people, who supply produce to the markets. Beyond the
point to which the Karteri road is at present to be carried, the greater part of the
waste lands has been bought, and is now being opened up for Coffee and Chinchona
plantations. All the supplies for the coolies, &c., on these estates, have to be pro-
cured from Coonoor, and carried over the hills on coolies’heads. On the opening of
the road, a market will be established at Karteri, and the low country people will be
enabled to go there direct with their supplies from a point on the new ghit, two
miles distant from Coanoor, and four miles from Karteri ; whereas, at present, pro-
duce is first carried to Coonoor, and fetched thence by coolies to Karteri, and the
estates beyond. Very great benefits to the low country are anticipated from the
opening out of the Karteri road, so that I trust Government will not object to its
construction. When it is ﬁmshed wo shall have the Ootacamund, Coonoor,
Kotagherry, and Karteri markets open to the low country, and requiring, for
their weekly supply, some 20,000 or 25,000 Rupees worth of ‘produce. The
6,700 Rupecs, proposed to be appropriated to the bridging and opening the
Karteri road, and opening the trace from Kotagherry to Kodanad, are contri-
buted from Local Funds, 1rrespect1ve of the collections at the tolls on the
bridges at Suttiamangalam and Bhowany, on the Bhowany and Cavery rivers,
respectively. The opening of the trace from Kotagherry to Kodanad is for the
benefit of the people, both laborers and market people, who are engaged on the
estates now being opened outin the Kodanad country. Kodanad is seven miles
from Kotagherry. Access to it at present is circuitous and tedious. Last season,
a line of road was traced between the two stations, by Captain Law, on very easy
gradients, and it is to the opening out of this trace, to a width of three feet out of
the solid, that the Rupces 700 are to be applied. With this Jmoney it is expected
that the trace will be made perfectly. available for horses, so that the journey,
which is now perfmmed at a walk, and requires two hours for its accomplishment,
may be made in future in a little more than half an hour. With a well constructed -
trace, it w111 then rest with the planters to have it widened sufficiently to admit of
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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘15t March 1866.

If only family-men are sent, each range will hold one Non-Commissioned Officer and seven
Privates, or twenty-four in all, instead of forty-two, the centre room being otherwise made use of
for coolies, or for stores. I have chosen the exact sites for each hut in company with Captain Law,
and the accompanying plan and estimates have been drawn up by Major Farewell from my notes.
I trust you will approve of the way in which it is proposed to make use of the available funds, and
will obtain early sanction for their appropriation as desired.

Excrosures Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7 ~—Letter, &e.

L

From the Superintending Engineer, Seventh Division, to the Collector of Coimbatore, dated Coonoor,
2nd January 1866, No. 44.

1. T have the honor to forward herewith estimates for the new road from the first zig-zag of

" the new Coonoor Ghét to Karteri, called for in your letter No. 195 of 31st October. They

amount to Rupees 15,600, whereof and of the proportion to be worked out from funds at present
available, the following is an Abstract, viz. : — . )

| 1865-66. | Future years. Total.

P,
’ ES. RS, ES.
Farth-work ... v oo oo w e e 2,010 2,010 4,020
Do. fillingin ... ... .. .. oo | 115 116 231
Blasting and removing rock... e e | 874 - 873 1,747
Revetments ... ... ... .. .. ... ! 1,071 ]‘071
2 Timber Bridges, as per plans ... ... ... . 1 9379 3,190 5.560
2 Deo. do. 12 feetspan .. ... ... i 720 "720
1 Do. do. 10 do. ... ... ... ... i 300 300
6 Stone covered draing .. ... .. ... .. o 960 960
4 Do, do. oo e 500 500
Sundries e e e el e e 3l . 460 491
Total...| 6,471 9,129 15,690

' 2. With ?he Rupees 6,471 it is proposed to bridge a large rocky Nullah, which it will be
difficult otherwise to make passable, and to open the rest of the road to a minimum width of twelve

Budget of 1865-66, and there is an unexpended balance of Rupees 471 from the grant for the
trace and from private contributions. The widening and bridging of the line may, without
inconvenience, be deferred till additional funds are available in future years. Its extex,lsion will
no doubt be called for by the Planters of Mailoor and the Devashola, when they have experienced
the benefits of what is now proposed to be done, and they may then be called on to contribute

- to the same,

[

3. I take this opportunity of bringing to your notice the propriety of crediting to Local Funds
the sums realized by sales of ground on the hills, for planting or building purposes, clear of the
cost of their Survey and Demarcationt So long as the future revenue to be deri’ved annually
from these estates is credited to Imperial F unds, I believe that it will be consonant with the

practice in Bengal to credit Local Funds with their sale proceeds. Appropriation of these

Funds, for the extension of "such roads as that to Karteri, directly benefits the Imperial Revenue
by opening up new ground for the settler.

The estimates are recommended for the sanction of Government, .with reference
to the Board’s Proceedings, dated 10th February 1866, No. 970, forwarding the
Collector’s further explanation of the Proposed employment of hLis surplus Local
Funds. :

——

v

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
1st March 1866.

No. 14. OrpEr THEREON, 1st March 1866, No. 536.

1. The Government cannot sanction
the proposal to expend on the Kartairy
road the proceeds of the cess levied from
the Ryots of the low country. The traffic
with the hills is no doubt great, but it cannot exceed that with other Districts and
the coast towns, and it would be very discouraging to the payers to devote their first
‘contributions to making a road in a distant locality, the residents of which do
not make similar contributions. There can be no difficulty in spending the
money profitably in roads connecting the towns of the low country with each
other and the railway, and the necessary plan and estimates should be submitted
without delay. : .

- 2. Deducting the Road Cess, Rupees 5,500, and the net proceeds, Rupees
1,430, of the tolls at Sattiamangalam and Bhowany, the Collector will still have
a sum of about Rupees 16,000 at his disposal, and out of this the Governmont

. sanction the allotments proposed by the
Coliector for the Coonoor* Ghit, the

Local Funds, No. 1.
Civil Works.

* Rupees_ 6,000

t . 76,000 . )
1 . 700 Kartairyt road, and thet trace from
12.700 Kotagherry to Kodanad, on the distinct

understanding, however, that the road

from’ the Poothanoor Railway station to the foot of the Coonoor Ghdt is in sufii-
ciently good order for the traffic, which will b on it during the hot season. The

tolls on this road must firs¢ be devoted to this object.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Sccretary to Governmend,

To th;» Board of Revenue.
»» the Public Works Department, -

Exd, S, T, Ateustin,
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