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~"I"foc‘eeding5"o] the Madras Government, Revenue Departmend, )
S 16th February 1866. / '

L " Read the following i— .
No._ 296r .- Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th January 1866 :—
Read thé following letter from the Collector of Tanjore, to the. Sécrefary to the

. Board of Revenue, dated Point Calimere, Tritrapundi Talook, 16th J. anuary
1866, No. 10 :— ‘ o .

1. ‘I have the honor to bring to the notice of the Board of Revenue that ’ch‘ov )

stock of salt in hand at Negapatam on the 11th instant was 2891 Garee, an amount
only sufficient for about 2 monthand a half’s consumption, or ill the end of February.

2.. The Salt Deputy Collector informs me that but very little of the Negapa-
tam salt which will be manufactured this year, will be available for sale there much

before August. We shall have, therefore to, supply Negapatam with salt for the .

five mo‘ﬁtl‘ls from March to July. .. . . .
3. As the Board arc aware, iti June last, I recommended that g special discount
.of Rupeces 12-6-0 and Rupees 20, for manufactured and spontaneous salt respectively,

in addition to the usual 5 per cent., should be granted to wholesale purchasers of g -

heap of 10 Garce at Vedarniem, and conveyed thence to Negapatam ; and that thig
special discount was sanctioned by Governmept in their Proceedings dated 11th
July 1865, No. 1,590. ‘ ~ . -

4. I'beg now to report that this offer ‘did not succeed in suppiementing the

stock of salt at Negapatam to so large an extent as I had anticipated and wished, -

~and that only 120 Garce were brought to that place from Vedarniem,

5. This failuro may, I think, be attributed to three causest:— ;
Firsily.—The comparative lateness of the season when the discount was asked

for, and sanctioned.

Secondly.—The fact of salt being at the-time actually procurable at Negapatam,

Thirdly—The merchants at Negapatam combining together and determining *

“not to go to Vedarniem, under the impression that if they held out, the Govern.

ment would act as they did in the early part of 18064, and bring up salt from thence
on their own account. Lo . g
6. Tho first two causes will not cxist any longer next month ; ¢nd I am syro

- that the Government have only to be firm and shew the' N egapatam traders that

they will not do their work for them, and the result will' bs that the merchants

- will quickly go to Vedarniem and bring up salt from thence to Negapatam,

7. Mr. Ricketts, the Salt Deputy Cbllcctor, has very carefully calculated the

; present ‘cost of bringing a garce of salt from Vedarniem to N egapatam by sea, and
finds that it comes to Rupees 17-4-0, not including wastage, which is alwaysa heayy

item in the carriage of so perishable an articlo as salt. I beg, therefore, to propose
*that a sum of five Rupeces per garce be added to the discount specified in my letter
of the 20th June 1865, No. 196, and that I may be allowed to advertise g follows,
viz., that a special discount of Rupees 17-6-0 and Rupees 25 per garce, for mami’-
factured and spontaneous salt respectively, in addition to tho usual five per cent.,

will bo allowed until further orders to persons buying a heap of ten garceat Vedar:

“nicm and convey it from thence to Negapatam:
8. I respectfully request that carly orders may boissued to me on this subject,
as tho southerly wind scts in carly in February, and it is of importance that Nega-
patam should begin to be supplicd by the beginning of March if possible,
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- the best market should be preferred.

RN

- .induce purchasers to come forward, and the rou

- the demand for inland trado by rail. -

| from the papers above recorded that
A
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Procéedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue

Departmen{',c
16tk February 1868, . g

1. Ordered o be submitted to Government, with the Board’s

‘that the prop.osed special rate of discount be sanctioned for wh
of Vedarniem salt by the heap, pending further orders. The Boar
on the condition of the salt being taken to Nega
merchants will, for their own interesfy,

R ‘
rccommendation

patam, feeling assured that the
convey it to the most advantagceous point to
te that will Lring it most cheaply to

2. If the rail from Negapatam offers su

perior advantages it will certain
selected, and otherwise it is not desirablo thy

ly Lo
t it should bo so,

No. 207. * Proccedings of the Board of Revenue,

dated 1st February 1866,
Read Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rey

: enue Depaftment, dated 10th
January 1866, No. 170, .

" 1. The Board observe that the Collector has 1
the insufficiency of the Negapatam manufacture to m
now under consideration a proposal to give addition
of Vedarniem salt to induce the morchants to pro
which proposal will shortly be submitted for the orders of Government,
2. But, meanwhile, the Board think it desirable that the Agent for ‘the Great
- Southern India Railway Company should be d

isabused of the ideg that it is any
- part of the duty of Government to maintain g stock of Salt at Negapatam to meet

ately brought to their notico
cet the demand, and they have
al discount to wholesale buycrs
ceed thither for their supplics,

3. . ’I‘he ““wands of the merchants” at the Nega
are really that Government should, at its own co
Negapatam, and therp scll it to them for inland tr

* usual price ;in other words, that for privato ady

suffer. " There is plenty of salt at Vedarniem jf
for it. : ‘ ‘

Patam depét, to which Lo alludes,
st, bring salt from Vedarniem to
ade, without any addition to the
antage the public revenue should
the merchants cloose to go there

No. 208. ' Orpme THEREON, 16th February 1866, No. 415,

Separaté Revenue, N8, 16. | -
Salt. .

1. The Government regret to le

arn
the
has

- manufacture of the year at Negapatam
proved insufficient. T wroto to the Board,

was only 289} Garce in store, and cven th;

ial discount of Rupees 12-¢-0

ed to Negapatam for sale.

bigher on spontancous salt,
¢ tho 1 S the Government less and
Ihis discount wag iy, addition to tho regular

olesale purchases
d would not insist_
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ ‘ -16¢% February 1366.

i ]

discount of 5 pe;' cent. on purc.hases by tho heap, and it was.expected that 1tlwou2lg
* “lead to 1,000 Garco being taken to Negapatam. In reality, however, only 1

L} - s ‘ i '

Garce was taken there.

"4, The Ceéllector now brol)oses to adopt the same measures, but to raise the
rate o;' discount to Rupees 17-6-0 and Rupees 25 respectively on manufactured and
spontancous salt.

.
i 1 i ‘ 1t taken to Nerapatam, the
wiz., that while he would give the discount only on salt ta gapatam, they

iction, but would leave the purchaser to carry it by
1d have no such restriction, bu . K
’:;Zucheapcst route to the best market. This, the Government apprehend, would

lcad to Vedarniem salt displacing the salt at other stations in localities where there
c

i i Y is now wanted, and if the Government

i? » Scm'mt)’- Itt]s:ii?rjg{ljzgzzu::ttzzg';;ould' clearly i;e devised to meet that

are to adopt fmy o dplettcr above rcéordcd, the Board think it well that the Ager}t

o G th: 1Sr Set(i:x(zgn of India Railway should ‘be disabused of the idea that it is

:lfeﬂlloigrfzgs ofoéovernmcnt to maintain a stock of salt at Negapatam for the aflvan-
i allway. . / )

e 001"0“(}’022;‘5:’;5 gounci{has carefully considered the pro.posed measures,
and l?z'xs crgmi ‘toqthe conclusion that they are open to serious objection.

7. 'The scarcity is limited to a singlo locality—at Adrampatam, Vedarniem,

d other stations there is an ample supply, and the wants of the District will, in the
an

; se. The trifling variation in the Jrice of
,brdi“ary courzﬁ (’c)f :11;?)(111(31 szlzlizgz?n :l}::: price lists of the last thre(? years,.i.s proof
e monb . no elieral scarcity of salt in the District, nothtlxstand}n{{ the
" ‘t%lem llas,'ﬁ on ies ft Negapatam. It is highly inexpedient, on general pmncq.)le,
T m?%ould div?:rt the salt trade from its ordinary channels by hol.dmg
- GOW{rm?O“thi conveyance of the article to particular places, and past experience
?“E bou'nhesl Orv that such an attempt is of little avail. The Government in facts
2 ralt)lgzrxo;i;ﬂi?w year after year to combinations among- the salt m:xPufacturers
1ave g , .
and the merchants.

8. Until the canal to Vedarniem is completed, every effort must fc?ph:;z
b . sed to get as much salt as possible manufactured at Negapatam, a fair p
FO' ) u:' n f%r salt with reference to the cost of labor and the quality of the
S:Z?c%e.bwlicyond this the Government arc not prepared to go.

cgards Mr. Betts” complaints, the Government ?bscrvo’th'at it 1s no

sart 2f thﬁisr {ﬁ;?x:ess to provide salt at No.gapatam or any partxcullar stt:ftlondon At:xe

i for conveyanco inland. There is an ample supply at the other epdts,

ialh'vay'll find its \i'ay into the interior by the cheapest route. Astto any profit

* I;dcllf Xxlo Government are likely to make by diverting the salt trade to Negapa-
vhi

for conveyanco inland by rail, and so reducing the amount of interest payable
am for

the guaranteed capital, it is sufficient to observe that the discount proposed by
e tor would cxceed the amount earned by the Company. The Gove.rn-
ho Co}lecl or' sanctioned Mr. Mofris’ rates of discount, would in fact be paying
:;T;Z, ;jrtZ;:Z (;onveyance of the salt to Negapatam thqn the Railway }vould net

' m its carriage to Trichinopoly.
R .

B U T
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5. The Board support the Collector’s proposal except in one important respect,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th February 1866. ‘ L

10. 'Ihel Collector. will report what has been (d up to . -
¢ one, up t ¢ Is date, in
furtherance of the Order of Government dated 1st Auen'us’t 1865 tj};lo 11 t"ics?;‘ o
o ’ « Lyt

1. These Proceedings will be communicated to the Publie Works Depart

ment, in view to measures being adopted f :
niem and N egapatam canal. ® d or the speedy comp lptxon of the Vedar-

. - - . o o .- N 2ocs s - T
Tl oty C P Ve

(True Extract.) - - )
(Signed) J. D. 1M, -
. Secretary to Government.
1 ° .
’ )
3 M .
- To the Board of Revenue.
3 " tl?e Public Works Department,
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