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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
22ud December 1866.

No. 458. Read again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th Novem-
ber 1866, No. 8,542, recorded in G. O. 11th December 1866, No, 3,330.

Read also the following Proccedings of the DBoard of Revenue, dated 12th
Deccember 18686.

Read G. O. dated 7th December 1866, No. 3,304, Revenue Departinent.

1. The Board entirely concur in opinion with Mr. Ellis, that great liberality
should be shewn in dealing with tho Bellary District after the disastrous scason
from which it may be hoped it has now emerged. But what are the actual require-
ments of the case, and bow be-t to satisfy them, may admit of some question.

2. Mr. Ellis refers to the cpplication for remissions made by Mr. Hnthnwa)'
in November 1865, or a ycar ago, which hae statcs was refused Ly the Board  but
hero he lias cither been imperfectly iuformed, or Lo misapprehends the effcct of the
Board’s order. , ' ‘

3. Mr. Hathaway, at 8 very early -stage of the past year's scttlement,
subniitted to the Board an estimate of tho sssessment on waste, aggregating
Rupces 5,54,000, and requested permission to remit the full assessment on irrizated
and unirrigated wasto and skavi or withered orops. The Board, in reply, observed
that prima fucie, the ryots of his district ought to be in very prospcrous circum-
stances, from the rcductions made in the assessment in recent years, and from the
extraordinary profits they must have realized from the abncrmal state of the cotton
and grain markets ; and that, consequently, care should bo excrcised in dcaling
with applications for remission of the tax on the land. They accordingly directed
bim to dcal with the cases of wet, waste, and shavi, under the established rules, and
authorized him to remit, at his discretion, the demand on dry waste, whilo they
desired further information as to the dry shavi.

4. Ultimatcly when this information was laid before them, they sanctioned

the Collcctor's proposals in full.

5. Tho result was, as ascertained from the annual Scttlement Report just
reccived, that out of a total asscssmcut of Rupees 20,72,906 on the occupicd area
of Acres 24,30,812, there was remitted Rupces 1,96,425 on wet aud dry wasto and

-shavi ; and it is anticipated that a further sum of between 17,000 and 18,000 Rupces,

which is uncollected, will eventually have to be remitted.

6. In the samo year an important mcasure of relicf to the well lands was, at
the Buard’s recommendation, sanctioned by Government and carried out, and the
district was further rclicved of the Income tax.

7. The difforence in the collections from Ryotwary land alone, between
Fuslics 1274 and 1275, was Rupees 2,45,455, and the abolition of the Income tax
reduccd the district taxation by a further sum of Rupces 1,04,395, wlich though
not perhaps directly affecting the agricultural class to any very material extent,
certainly improved the capacity of the rest of the community for purchasing, and
thus aided to keép up the price of grain.

8. The Board trust that the foregoing statcnent will ratisfly Government
that tho Board were not wanting in duo consideration to the district in the past

year.
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" 9. Thoy have rcceived no information that would lead them to suppose that

the relief rranted was iusuflicieat, and a3 tho Governmeant will observe, everything
[ o .
was couceded which the Collector, after full enquiry, deemed necessary,

10. The sclled Ryotwary demand for the year on all accounts wa3 Rupees
22,76,663, and tho outatanding balance on this account on 1at _L“’\'embcr last was
only Rupees 1,351,377, or 66 per cent., including the sum of Rupees 17,000, or

1Y b ’ : . .
18,000 above-mentioned, as likely to Lo eventually remitted, Considering the
un,towm'd circnmstunces of the lutter part of the year, the balance canuot Lo
dcemed excessive, '
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11.  Asto the position of the Bellary rvots to moet an unfavorably se

ason,
the Board will merely state that, assuming a very low average outturn,

thuir cotton

e, S~

36,00,000, whilo the assessment on the land under cotton way only Rupecs
3,52,569, and thut in the previous three years, the valuo

aggregated less than Rupees 1,40,00,(.)00, while the ug
‘ arca so occupicd was Rupees 13,14,253.

of this crop cannot buve
gTegate assesswent oq the

o . ve e

12. The Board sce no reason to doubt that a.very fair proportion of theseo
profits reached the ryoty, and they bchcv? that, us a body, they must Lave been
¢ very well preparcd to mect a bud scason without flnﬂiculty.
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13.  While entertaining these views, the Board, howcvcr,
desire to question the necessity of deuling with the utmost
: district in the present year, of which the earlicr months bavo

}

- although the present promise for the futuro i3 perhaps exce

do not for g moment

Leen o0 disastrous,
Ptionally fuvorable,

) 14." They believe that humanity and expedienc

»

y uliko dictato thix cours
.they are confildent that in such scasons the extreine of

-economy. They also fully concur in opinion with My, I
"measures of relicf should he notified as spocdily as possibl
enabled rightly to appreciate their position ; but the Boar
+ the expediency of making immediato large advances to
frelieving them from their more pressing difficulties,

“vating scason is now past, and tho Government aid,
rgots from the debts they may have been forced to ;
that the greater part of them will Lo bound to n
‘price, and frowm this obligation no advance can

. e, and
liberality iy tho wiscst

if given, would nt free the

11ke repayments 1y kind at a f
rclieve them.

i 15. The system of advances is demoraliz
officials, and it is unquestionably the most exj
tive fur its cost, of all the expedients to whic

1
)

t  16. The amouat nccessary to produco
largo as probably to cause embarrassinont to
advanco for tho object in viow would bo sioiply

ng in the extreme
xensive, that ;

b recourse can be Laud.

Governme

mouey thrown away,
N -

\

crop sloue in Fusly 1275 mnust have boeu worth ia the district more than Rupecs -

liberality with the °

Alis, tlat tho proposed -
¢, that the royts may Le -
d are unable ¢, 8greo to
the ryots in {he hope of
The greater part of the cultj- -

neur; for there ja ne doult °

xed

» both to peopleang -
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ut, whilo ay inadequate
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
22nd December 1866.

17. Five ycars ago tho Bellary Rent Roll stood thus—

- No. Asscssment.
Total Puttahs .. ... 1,24,068  Rs. 21,82,608
:ch . ’
Ofw}l‘ll:idcr Rupees 10 ... .. ... 67,496 »  3,05,579
From Rupecs 10 to Rupees 30 37,602 »w 677,889
1,05,098 Rs. 9,83,468

Assuming that Mr. Ellis’s estimate of five or six lacs of Rupees was (.listributod

Lis class, paying not more than Rupoees 30, it would afford little more
amongiz ta .5 to, any individual, and would go scarcely further than a suspension
ﬂ;'a:no-:n}l);c of the asscssment on their lands, while it is probable that in the mterynl
:he members of the same class, and the aggregate amou.nt of asscssmc.nt on
their holdings, have increased with tho growth of population and extension of

cultivation.

-18. The distribution suggested at paragraph 11 of Mr. Ellis’s letter would

produce results for which he is probably not prepared.

'19. Class 1, the holders of Garden (s. e., the Board assumo Well) land below

three acros, would receive on an averago each two Rupees.

Of class 2, those holding oight acres of wet laud, which it may be obacrved

is a large holding, indicating a man of substance, would reccive each about siz feen
isa s,
Rupecs on an average.

And of Class 3, those holding thirty acres of dry land, also a large holding,

would reccive each acven or perhaps ten Rupces, whilo the poorest members of each
class would reccive tho smallest amount of relief,

20. It is evident that, on the whole, tho measure of individual relicf would bo

inadequate to produce any sonsibly bencficial effect, while the cost to Government
:‘:ulc;l bo considerablo, and the risk of malversation very grgat, and of demoraliza-
tion ccrtain. .

21. The Bonrd have thought it right to go into this detail as to the grounds

of their objection to the system of advances, which, for the present, thoy would
restrict to the sum of one luc of Rupees, as already recommended.

22. If later in the vear, and with a view to the requirements of noxt scason,

the Collcctor, after full enquiry, sces reason to recommend any further advances,
the Board would lcave him at liberty to bring his proposals forward for considera.
tion on their menits. :

23. Tho measures of relief which the Board would advocate are Postponement

of collcctions and liberal remissions.

24. On the former point they have already recommended all that the Collec-

tor has asked, viz., the susponsion of collections until February next, They would
add to this a discretionary power to tho Collector for the further au.sp?nsion of such
portion of the demand against the poorer ryots, and to such date within the current
or next ensuing year, as he may deem necessary.

25. The present progpects of tho district are so exceptionally favorable, that

with time the Board sco no reason why the ryots should not tido over their difs-
cultics with comparative ease,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue J)

epariment,
221vd December 1866,

26. As a further measure of relief, the
be authorized to notify at once, that full remius

failed, and that partial remissions for partial lusses will bo madé a

t a liberal per-
This will bo a material relaxation of the o

rdinary rule, and

.27, If the Govornment deem the abovo su

of a definito proportion of the settled demand awai
rather than that any atteupt bo mado to aid ]
advances, which plan they view with great distrust. Direct ex;

works would, in their opinion, bo far preferuble if
vision,

peoditure on relief
ade under cowmpetent auper-

No. 459. Tclegram from Deputy Collector for Colle

Sccretary to Government, Mndm, dated |

Extent of dry land cu'tivated up to 30u,
four thousand four hundred and forty-nine acres, and wet lyng o
and seventy acres. One and a half Inc of Ru
besides the half lac alrcady sanctioned, Av
employed on fumine works in Qctober lust abo
reduced, but not ascertaiued, supposed to Lo ¢

ctor, Bellary, to Revenue
4th Decenber 1866.

November iy fifteen lacs seventy-

€rago monthly nyyler of people
ut twelve thousang » Prescut nuimnber
15ht thousang,

No. 4060,

1. With the first of t}.;
the Board submit, with
Collector of Bellary, M. Wedderb,
assistance, in the form of advances for sced-grain and for the
would be advisable to afford to the ryots of his district.

2. In the sccond of their Procecdings,

their opinion on the suggestions of the §
R. S. Ellis, for the relief of the district.

3. The measurcs proposed by Mr, Wedderburn are—
I Tho issue of advances to the extent of Rupces 1,

IL. The postponcment of the three first instalmen
until the ryots have harvested their first crop.

ITI. The advanco of Rupees 5,00,000 qg 4

Miscellaneous, l '

"N," reporting whyg
purchaso of cattle, it

also recorded Above, th

/ e Board cxprees
anitary Comumissiongr ;

» tho onorallg

20,000 for seed-grain,
ts of tle revenue demupqd

cattle.
4. Mr. Wedderburn origi

rouy
Norr.—The rrots who cultivate (10,000 acres) - ghly Ca]cu]nted a

. %

der the ‘Toongabndra eh upces. My, vy el 9,30,000
under thoe Toongabudra channels are to be r. Wedde b -
cxccpted, a9 they have had abundant irriga-  restrict the loan t o proposcs fo
tion at their command. ‘Ru $toryots Paying under

. Pees 30 per annum, giving cach asum
cqual ¢o hap bis ausessment,
-

L
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Proceedings of the Madras Gooernment, Revenue Department,
22nd December 1866.

5. Mr, Ellis’ suggestions are—
I. The postponement of the revenue demand.
II. The grant of liberal romissions at the Sottloment.

III. The grant of advacces in the following manner, to the amount of 5,00,000
or 6,00,000 Rupees, repayable in three years:—

To owners of garden lands below threo acrcs, sums equal to two-thirds of
tiwir assessment. |

To ryots cultivating wet lands not exceeding eight acres, sums equal to
half their asscssment ; and ‘ |

To ryots cultivating dry land not exceeding 30 acres, sums equal to
one-third their asscssment.

il probably render:
is points out that the graat of these adv.ances will p y
eeu::; aE:zlx: (!:;’ lt,tllxe expenditure sanctioned for Relief Works.

unnec

The Board of Revenue, while advocating the exercise nf great liberality
7(ia theeryou of the Bellary District, deprecate recourse to the system of
:,i‘:::xces in the manner and to the extent proposed.

8. Their recommondations are the postponement of the‘revenne demand, and
libcral. remissions of assessment.

9. The Government have already placed at the Collector’s disposal the sum
.ought. for seed-grain, viz., Rupees 1,20,000.
The postponement of the collection until February, has been ordered by
10. ?: anticipation of sanction. This is now accorded, and, further, the
th‘;l(kgec:::yl exorciso his discrction in continuing the suspension of the dcman@
ctor
‘C;ai:st the poorer ryots, as suggested by the Board.

- sor wi tifiy, as recommended
to remissions, the Collector will at once notifiy, \
o Indrii::dther:ssessmen,t oo all land which has boen left waste or bas yiclded
by the B::I!i ’be entircly remitted, and that partial remissions on a liberal per-
no crop

ntage scale will be given for partial losscs on all lands.
centag

: ini ousideration is the grant of advances, as
12. The Ozlvi({’;‘::::: :::n)ifo;:l;is. The condition of the Bellary District
proposed by Mr {ly improved of late years. The revision of assesm.xer.:t carried
has no doubt grea {le Mr. Pelly when Collector, the permancnt remission of the
out by the HO!IO::'a n lands irrigated from private wells, the abolition ?f the .Moh-
special useumenb:d dy, the enfranchisement of Inam property, and in particular
turpha and Vee’gu dezi’v ed from the high prices of cotton and cereals of late years,
the immense P;‘; added very largely to tho resources of the people. But vhxl.o the
have urxdoubte { agriculturists have thus been enabled to pass through so trying a
wealthxer. ;’ln: oit. {.l hoped, permanent impairment of their means, the pressure on
:;:'::nsfer ‘;an’dholden must have been severe.
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Proceeding, of the Madra, Gooernmenl. Recenue D"eparlmenl,
22nd Decembey 1866.
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13. The cultivation returns shew that tfp to the 30th ultimo

" - —

tho hreadth of
land under culti-
vation was lcss
- by 300,000 acres
than in last year

Dry. Wet. | Garden.

—————| —

Total.

—_—
Aorea, | Acres. Arres A

85189 1 16,14,070 | socv 20,410 | 1091 2m0

1852.58 | 1435831 | 5y'seg 20,738 | 1545'g°¢

Drooghs 1ass.54 14,26,578 & 35 g 25 19

to tho samo date.
. tup | 1y 25,129
1360.85 | 30,71 800 29 o2
1815-68 Jrazeet o 120418,

o LS XTI T 988 as !"""'"*""'h“i-‘ This decrease is
Droaght 1¥gs.57 .~ lA.N.«wil,uo,s:o = | leve )

i Soudah Tal . .
! ".n.o;oif forved ..'x"fl‘.i'o‘{.', less  than  might
"\\\ havo Leen expcct-
Loes of Cattle §n 18c3.24.

Cent,
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~Farm Cartle 81,378, or 31 o ed’ and as the

0 31st Octoher are
In respeet both to the full-
If contrasts favorally with

dition of . : Population has increased, and the

; :;:: .:, [l:::l:t l:l]“:. p:;z;lo xm;})lrovcd. The difference is one of degree only, m:(l though
Eitcmmot bcdoul:yu-d t;::;yﬂxen:fnp‘;;se 4 through, 4,6 ordeal with but temporary loss,
{ some years wijj probably ¢ Aer landholders have suff..red reverely, and that
. measurey advocateq K y edp'? hefore 'l“‘)' reguin their former po.si:ion. The
; y Mr. \\eddcrburn and Mr, FEllis are dexigmed tp affurd

assistance to t,j; .. '
/ 15 cluss, but ¢4 Board'sy analysis of them shews that they will not

. Inatorially gtqqi,, that object,

: 1t There w,.
L 37,00 landho

. tho time of t}
10to 30 R

oR 10 lust census, fivo ycars ago,
. , \upecs Bnnually, and 67,500 Mying from
!" B“P@Cl to the f, " n: Plan, ),y maximum Joayy would be bLut
i' being Tespectively 24 and g Ru pce’) o “‘0' latter cluss, the averagoe advances
 buffaloe at 13 Rures Pees. M, “cddcrhul’n estimates e cost of @
"met] e uck at 30 : RN
]{ls . 20; dh’.tnbutxon, the 8verage loung wo ]R]“lm ACcordmg to Mr. Ellis’
JHupees 2 forhig firgy Clags of ryots, R 4% the Burg state, amount to
, perbaps 10 for the thi ’

s rd, Pees 18 for g4 sccond, ang Rapees 7 or
' - Lo €5 sumns, ag ¢}, :
\recipient, ’ ¢ Boarg Temark, ¥Yould gff,rq but Linle relicf to cach
_\ .

Or less suffereq _‘J'-lc.ent districts of the Presi-
Mot for g 110 806 wa, it ia doubirs
price of stock me years, and ¢},0 effect of loaus

13 »
: Om’ploni;mw to l:cllury cattlo which are
cvise any sntisfactory sch 7 Mse‘?h To fact g nat

e f .
ources of t),q 1 ol chh.m.ug 3Pl withnut Lasing

ders is Ob\'ioua]y yood ase of more thay o

ado at the ¢y, . of the Gove . .
© CurTent rqy, of Interest, ¢lio ryots ::lu?:ln;\l;:;

X e . :

ically and .d“nt.gcyu:e;"f'f;mmd, ot o what
IR 3

d landho)
{Xf tho loans were to bo o

8 strong inducemeny to

S_iblc; but this securit, '
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o cwma o

et e M.y wes

ill be o k thei in -
rago and 4: . Makognod their losses in -
re bave g)] mo o oy disease the
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1 eding, say, |

: i it would be advisable to place a sum not exce ding, say,

' consldc":“(;’(;‘ ;)(;:)hc:te:h: ;;sposal of the Collector for loans, for the sinking of -
Rupces 95,00,

’ .
[
e ce e B

- -

t, Revenue Depariment, .
dings of the Madras Government,
Proceading 22nd December 1866.

i i te being somectimes
i offered without interest, the local ra
u"l(l):'t :h:nsl‘:rae':t;.rgve per cent., and rarely,the Government apprchend, less
as hig - .
than eighteen.

mit the cogency of the Board’s arguments

. 17. The GOV@’:‘:::; c:;ng[tc:;xri.agvedderburn nn{l Ellis, but before ﬁmflly
againat the .plans ;;lr ,l,c in Council wishes to know whether they are in posscasion
deciding, Hl? E’l‘l?fve:ce);'rom the district, which would lead to any modification of
ofa.ny .hter.mt;-“’res ct, or whether they would advise mcnsurc.:s 'of less compre-
their views in ¢ :; oxl'): n;anageablo character, with the viow of aiding th.e ryots to
hensive aco;.)e and m nd of expediting the restoration of the district to its former
rotrievo thelr losses ?t The numorous class of landholders paying sums under
condition of Pros‘PenYr' anoum, live partly by the produce of their lan.d and
10 and 20 Rupuis p:f their labor, raising themselves gradually by thnft. and
partly by the ‘;‘O(:sition of laborers to that of farmers. So long as l.and continues
industry from trep is, this class will always be numerous, and by it the pressure
as abundant as 1t ne ‘:irs,t and most scverely felt. Thoe many public works sp.ecmlly
of adverse scasons "0" robably afford the best means of giving relief to this class
undertaken “"'.m:.s “ﬁu. and whose ordinary modes of employment have been
to whom .labor 1s t:l‘:d ',I'he Government have already sanctioned the outlay of
;::mpom;d’yo 8‘(‘);?;; su;:h worke, and they now sanction a further grant of Rupces

upees <,vY,

0,000 on the same terms as the previous grants. This expe nditure, though
. 1’5 , o

h less than that of 1853-54, will, the Government believe, afford sufficient
very muc

lief, now that the rains have fallen so copiously. If further outlay should unfor-
reiict, no

" nt will at once grant additional funds,

tunately prove necc»::i;,:h:}ﬁ:l:e:::a likely to affo!f; present relicf, and at the

l§. Am:;h'“ mme degreo to save the district from the periodically recurring
same tine tcnl '“1::: i3 subject, i3 the affording assistance to the ryots in sinki.ng
droughts to'hv'v.lllc the district, large as it is, posscsses only 17,000, or in otherwise
wells, of which oving their lands. Losns for this purpose aro opposed to the
permanently ."np;. A eocovcrnmcnt, but the circumstances of the Bellary District
prescnt practice °. t; onal. The only project of magnitude, holding out a prospect
are altogother ‘;x‘i:.}:wﬁg to tho district as the great works of the Godavery and
Of. such gc;?m d;oso districts, forms part of tho Inigation Company’s scheme,
szttm confer "’n d the power of the Government to undertake. A good deal may
and is thus heyon in the way of improving the existing means of irrigation, but this
doubtless bo don: :,f time. Mecanwhile, it would be highly desiralle also to enable
nl:ust be ?IOt::;wlves to aid in the permanent improvement of the country, thus
the people

dering the assistance, which must necessarily be afforded now in some form or
ronderin

1 f o lusting character. The Government would suggest, for the Board's
anothcr, 0

; ble by easy annual instal-
i t atfive or eix per cent., and be repaya
wells, to bear l';\::':;e current assessmont, The repayment would have to be spreadt:
ments alon!; w of years, 80 as to be payable out of the surplus procceds of the lan
over a scries the well constructed with the loan, and not to nbsorb. an undue pro-
wa.tctcd fﬂ:,:f these. 'The granting of the loans will of course require the exercise
ortion evo! * - .
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenne Department, '. '
22nd Dccember 1866,

c s earq

' ' | S Sl L
! - . ’ ‘
) P <. .
pionts is not likely to exceed two or three thousand,
Lich are impracticallo under such schomes as thoee
der.  The micasure would of course be open to tho

1 of care, but as the number of reci

iprecautiom may be adopted w
! already considered in this Or

e T
) l\ A i

¢ ebjection that it iy Partial, but this cannot be helped when the mcans at the dixposal “ . _ / Z‘~ / ""/’"

? of Governmeat are Decessarily limited. If tlo Plan is found to answer, it can be . . (/’,'c. m‘ ,}‘ L/ ) .

‘ followed up on o larger scale, for it will clearly bo most advantagcous to the ; |

 Government by loans on interest to savo the heavy 1osses which these droughts

i occasion both to the State and th

® people. In the famino of 1853-34 the Ryotwary
( mot revenue fell from 22,38,000 Rupces to 16,60,000. Ia the following year it :

! /& —
se (1 ( PR 4.‘/(&\0 ’
‘r'//\. /\ 4 ( /‘ / /

, Fose again, but only to 19 lacs, and it did not quite reach its furmer level for cight .

: years.  And while in 1853.54 the “ dry” cultivation fell off by wore than 400,000 °
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2tcres, and the wet by 15,000, the wel) cultivation way elizhtly in excess of that of -
i the previous year. But it is not merely as a source of irrigation that wells aro ’

: especially valuable in bad scasons. dan and beast depend on them for life, sud it w‘
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: droughts that tLey gencrally fui), : | [ R S, £ cer s -
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f Collector on thig subject at once, and favor Goveryment wi
. of the conclusion g¢ which the

¢
th an early expression , /-—
if this be favorablo to the mcmrc,.{ J
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