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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
o 12¢th December 1866. ~

No. 168. © Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th
November 1866, No. 8,029. \

Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 22nd October 1866, No. 208 :—

1. Ihave long contemplated the appointment of a European or East Indian
as the Superintendent of Salt at Merkanum, but no one whom I could. consider
sufficiently competent, or possessed of the needed qualifications, has offered himself,
‘and consequently I have not moved in the matter. . ‘

2. Late events at Merkanum, as disclosed in the investigations held in the
case of the salt servants of that station who were convieted by Mr. Hughesgon, my
Head Assistant, have confirmed me in the resolve to nominate either European or
East Indian in the important and responsible post of Superintendent ; and if, as 1
understand, Government are of opinion that the Deputy Collector in special charge
of the salt should be a European, and not a Native, I think the same considerations
and even weightier ones point with equal force to the necessity there exists that a
European or East Indian be the local executive head of so large a depdt ; and I have
now, accordingly, to submit to the Board my proposal that a Mr. Thompson, at
present an Overseer in the Public Works Department, be appointed. Mr. Thomp-
son draws 90 Rupees, besides travelling allowance in his present post, but he
desires office in the Revenue Department. Colonel Foord bears high testimony to
Thompson’s efficiency and qualifications. He is thoroughly conversant with
Tamil, which he can both read and write as any Native, and he is an excellent
Accountant. ) . )

3. It is too late now for Thompson to pass the Salt Test Examination ; but
he is quite willing to present himself in next year, or whenever required to do so;

"and therefore, adverting to his other qualities, and to his being almost a European,

and a man of unexceptionable character, I earnestly solicit the sanction of the
Board for his employment as proposed. I require their sanction prior to his actual
appointment, to prevent all further dificulty on the part of the Pay Department,
Thompson not having as yet passed the prescribed test; but I am sanguine that,
in the public interests, sanction will at once be accorded, The present young man

who is acting is a Brahmin, and tliough he has passed in the Salt test is too young,
and, in my opinion, he is not the man for carrying on so important and respon- -

sible a trust. Moreover, he could not, on any emergency, hold his position, in my
belief, with the Police, who are at all times somewhat too ready to lord it over
the native revenue servants in a manner which they would not dare to attempt
with one of European descent; and, while appreciating the usefulness of the Police
as a check, I consider it is very necessary that the head of the department, whom
they are supposed to aid, should be practically the head, as well as ostensibly so.

1. The Board believe that the Collector isin error in supposing that the
Government desire the Deputy Collector in charge of the Salt Department to be a
European, rather than a Native, for the inevitable excessive exposure to the sun,
involved in working the department efficiently, is too trying for the European

constitution.
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Proceedsngs of the Madras Government, Reveml’f‘:l)epartmnt, L ;

o . 12th December 1866, R ¥ . U :

2. They, Howevcr, .gather from Mr. Reade’s letter,
% East Indian, and a man well qualiﬁecYIY fof the office,
?reqﬁest the sanction of Government for the proposed
iﬂ{at Mr. Thompson passes the test next year.
- No. 160, OzDrr TmEREON, 12th Docember 1866, No. 3,349,
t Separate Revenue, No, 9. 1. Mr. Reade, as the Board point ou.t, 1s
' Salt. mistaken in supposing that the Government wish
o : ‘ or intend‘ to rescrve the office of Deputy Collector -
""fhin charge of the Salt Department for Europeans or East Indians, to the exclusion ' ’
Sof Natives. _ In fact Deputy Collectors in the department who are doing gqoq |
N service are Natives;‘ and the selection of officers for these posts is ’inﬂu’éncgd by the :
! qualifications and not the nationality of thq individual. ~ '
R ‘The main ground of Mer, Reade’s recommendation of M,
" thus based on an error, the Government will withliold their s 4
" informs them whetlier there is no passed officer of experience in the Revenue or :
Salt Depér@ment of the district possessing equal qualifications for the post. Ifthere N
be no such oflicer available, Mr.. Thompson can be appointed with propriety, other - o
wise his appointment would be injurious to the department, and unjust to the '
individual superseded. ‘ | i ‘ | o ‘ Co
.8, With regard to the alleged domineering tendeney of the Police, Mr. Reade,‘}
as Magistrate of the District, has ’thg remedy in his own hands, ‘ Thé're is no: )
reason why a Native Superintendent of Salt, if he knows his duty and does .
it efficiently and honestly, should have more difliculty thap a Natiye Tuhsildar, in,
. maintaining his position with the Police. " - o ' ;

\L ' ‘ (True Extract.)
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