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S R TS S e e : ; No. 74. Read the following letter from the Sanitary Commissionér, on special
AN N VG DU AL N - , ; P : duty, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated -
; R A E R S ;i’“ L Madras, 5th December 1866 :— g ‘ o
- s f . < - R . . -, e . ' . .- \' ; : . ) o ) . . A
T S R T : : 1. I shall have the honor shortly to sybmit to Government detailed reports
e e NUREE P e e R - \ on the Districts of Bellary and Kurnool, which I have recently visited. 1In antici-
PR SR R - o I 3 pation of these reports, I beg to submit to Government certain measures for the
: - . S Lo T g relief of the lower class of ryots in the Bellary District, which, to be effoctual, should

: ; N oL S be at once adopted. Of these the most pressing is that advances should be made to

: e SN ’ ‘ .- T e - the poorer ryots, to enable them to carry on cultivation during the next few months,

,rv‘l" - R [ S S . R R . ] ~ A proposal almost identical has, I believe, been submitted to the Board of Revenue
’ | " o A h ’ ’ {': B S o " E o e . ’ ~ . - - ~‘ ” | X ) by the Collector ()f Bcuary. ' oo ) . ) ' '
- < ’ C L - ‘j o O o A P .20 Before making this proposal, I consulted, in various parts of the Bellary =~ *5
LT SRR T ‘ T " : District, some of the most intelligent natives, themselves in independent circum-
. L : R B R SR ' stances, as to the amount of aid required by the poorer classes, and as to the proba-

AT e ] R R e : Dle period during which such ajd would be necessary. They were all agreed as to
: ' RN N ) Coee ‘ the necessity of continuing, for some months longer, the Public Relief works, such as

- , o Cr PN : ~ -, e ) B ,
L Tl T S Droa AT U L T s ; . have been now fully started in the Bellary District, and the Relief Houses for the
S R ST Teelt o [ ot N TS " poor who are incapable of labor.’ They also urged the necessity of indulgence in
S SRR . R / L g " S - ' : collecting the land revenue. 1o enforce the absolute collection of the earlier kists
| e LT L S R SR s ‘ (the 1st is in November) would, they stated, be ruinous to the ryot of small means,
I Lo s T N DS g Lo y " . who has during the past months utterly exhausted his resourcéé in keeping himself
o T i T R A and bis family alive.  The poorer ryofs in Bellary, in order to avail themselves of
" i , i SR S e e . T ' the rain which fell in September and October in cultivating their fields, have been i
‘ R ST s A et R o », forced to borrow money at exorbitant rates, and in many cases to mortgage half
o e B e PR AP I P A , the coming crop.’ For agreat part of the ploughing cattle have died, and they
N S s . ' s SR S o had no money to purchase of seed-grain. It seems therefore reasonable that
) e T e T L B A ' considerable indulgence should be shewn to the ryots of small holdings, and the
o e S L PR L K . 3‘~.‘:,'f‘ ERER : 4 collection of the greater part of the land  revenue be defe;rrgd until February .
S e SR LT e e ' R or March next. If this jndulgence is conceded, it is of great importance that '
RETR PR EE IR T S A BT B ] E it should be fully notified throughout the Bellary District. It will also be necessary
: e LT e T e Sl F . “in this district to make considerable remissions of revenue. Mr. Hathaway, in
'* X T B I R P O ‘ ~ November 1865, recommended to the Board of Revenue that a remission of

S - t RS Y R T e e 3 ) . Rupees 5,54,000 chould be made to the ryots of Bellary in’consequence of the
P R T T SEREARTAIA R, T e T ' failure of the ordinary rains. ~ This remission was refused by the Board of Revenue,
B o . " S Q R T ‘ T LT R o ‘:\,' ' L . Lot ‘“:{J‘ S on the grounds that the ryots of Bellary must be able to support, without much’

. N _ e e B AP e i _ suffering, at least one bad season in consequence of the wealth accumulated by
1 them from profits on cotton. h ' ‘ -

7 o : SEEE D : : 3. 'T think that it is an X

[
)

aggeration to suppose that much of these proﬁtslj

LT , T . e S T o T

T e L“, N - oo g ‘;'-‘ - IR S A L—‘f - AT o] reached the lowest class of ryots.» It is at au events cerfain thqt after the ha.rdships

. R S T ‘“{ _,: B IR SRR ;. T ” T LT ' S R A l: they have endured‘ during _the last feW months, the poorer r‘yots mu§t require
" ; e S U | S indulgence and assistance. ' o o ‘

4. Siuce Mr. Iathaway wrote, there has been another failure in the seaso‘n,
" no rain sufliciont - for cultivation having fallen in Bellary from November 1865

‘ _ antil September 1866. This has caused a failure in tbe crops sown in the earlier
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