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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th November 1866,

No. €87. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th
November 1866, No. 8,267.

Read again letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 26th October 1866,
No. 250, in Board’s Proceedings 12th October 1866, No. 7,358,

Read also the following letter from the Honorary Secretary to the Agri-Horticul-
tural Society, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras,
25th October 1866, No. 558 :— '

1. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Proceedings of Board of
Revenue, No. 7,358, dated -the 12th October 1866, containing a lIctter from Mr.
MeIvor, Ootacamund, on the Maltese Cactus and the Carob Bean, and request-
ing further information from the Socicty regarding these plants.

2. So far as I can learn there are at least two species of Cactus used in Malta

as food for cattle, one being armed with spines, and the other spincless. Mr.
Melvor remarks that the Opuntia Tuna is ¢ the true Maltese species.” Tt is an
ercct plant with oval oblong joints, long yellow spines, and orange colored flowers.
According to some authorities the insect that yields the fine kind of cochincal is
nourished by it. It does not, however, contain so much starch as some other
species, and altliough the amount of starch in a plant is not a certain index of its
value as an article of food, still in the absence'of a complete analysis, it enables us
to form an apprbximate estimate of its nutritious qualities.

5. 1 nnd that ot all the kinds ot Upuntia found about Madras, the Opuntia
Cochinelifera contain largest amount of starch. It is a spineless plant, and goats
eat it readily whenever they can get at it. I had a small portion of it boiled like a
potato, and found that it has a rather pleasant sub-acid taste, and is far morc palatable
than the majority of country vegetables. In times of scarcity, indeed, it might
be used with much advantage as an article food for the people, and I feel sure it
would prove far more wholesome and nutritious than any of those indigenous roots and
leaves now resorted to, and which only starvation could compel human beings to eat.

4. There is another species common about Madras with red flowers, brownish
spines, and oblong lanceolate Joints. It seems to be a variety of the Opuntia Nigri-
cans, and also exhibits a great many starch granules in athin section under the
microscope. Its fruit is much sought after by the natives, and the young shoots,
Lefore they have got spines, are in the raw state very tender, and rather pleasant
to the taste, and frequently eaten by children. ‘

5. Of all the species of Opuntia or Cactus mentioned above, the O. Cocliine-

lifera scems the best suited for fodder for cattle, being spineless, and therefore easily
prepared for consumption, and containing the largest per centage of starch, and
therefore likely to prove most nutritious. I may mention that in the month of
August, I wrote to a correspondent in Malta to forward to me small quantities of
the seeds of the Cacti used as food for cattle in the island.

6. With regard to the Carob tree, or [Ceratonia Siliqua, I find th
down 1n all the catalogues of plants in the Society’s Gardens, as growing there;
but last year, when a search was made, both the Superintendent and nmyself failed
in finding a specimen of it. In September 1865, however, I brought some seed of
it from Cairo, and from these several plants were raised which now
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: ProcrepiNGs or THE Boarb ov Ravraue,
5 To all Collectors, &c.

. .

Dated 15¢h November 1868.
P20 a o5
Beceived 9 g e f—

Submitiing to Government and communicat-
ing to all Collectors letters from Collector of
Coimbatore and Agri-Horticultwral Scciety, on
use of Maltese Cactus and Carob Bean as fodder
for ceattle, and considering it advisable to await
vesult of cultivation of Cuctus expected from
Malia, before issuing instructions to Colleciors

on the suhject_..,__'" - gft“al.‘ff‘
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