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I’ro&eeding: of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
’ 27th Norember 1866, -

I;To. 652.  Read the following Procccdin.gs of the Board of Rcvel{qe, dated 12th-* -
November 1866, No. 8,132.

Read tho following letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Sec.retary to the .
Board of Bevenue, dated 13th Qctober 1866, No. 443:—

With reference fo the Board’s Proceedings, No. 7,080, dated the 3rd October
1866, I have the honor to inform you, that I can easily dispose of applications for
land under ruined tanks in the coyrse of settlement, in the manner proposed by the

’ Board. There is, however, another sub»

* Ponakolam,” . : ject alien (2 gkin) to the above, on which

I request jostructions. The small rain-

fod tanks in the soyth of this district are a continyal source of annoyance to .tho

Revenuo Officers, the soil issandy, and the banks gre always out of repair ; while the

water supply is so scanty, that remissions are constantly granted. The assessmenf
is usually from 8 to 10 Rupees per acre ; but if the average, paid on the ayacut A
during a scries of years, be taken into consideration, the assessment is not more than :
three or four Rupees an acre, or about the sum chargegble on permaaently im proved \
dry land. To get rid of the charge of some hundreds of theso small tanks, and to -

have done for ever with complaints of withered crops and insufficient water, would

be a great saving to Government, aud though the tanks are not ruined, but irrigate

_i'n good scasons 3,5,10, or 15 acres, I request to bo al!owed to treat them in the

scttlement in the following manner :— -

Where che huifgated arca is hulg by vuo poisva, tc offor him tho bod of the tank, \
and all the land fie now holds under it at one uniform dry rate, of courso leaving it 4
entirely to him to keep up the tank if he pleases, or to cultivato in the bed of th’c/_, 1
tank, or ynder tho tank, or to raise wet grdry crops at pleasure ; and where the
irrigated grea is held by several persons, to offer them the entire ayacut under the
tank gt tho ¢ permanently improved” dry rate, on the understanding that the
Government have nothing further to do -vith the repairs of the tapk, which will be
kept up by the ryots themselves if they think it worth while to do so. This arrange-
ment does ot apply to t! 3 ordingry tanks of the country, but merely to the small
ponds known in different districts as “ Tanggl,” ¢ Kulam,” ¢ Orani,” &c., which
hold perhaps from ten days to one month’s water supply. I cannot now state the
number of theso small tanks, or the extent to which the revenue would be affected
by the proposed arrangement ; but if the Board generglly approve of the project, 1
will submit detajled estimates when preparing a settlement scheme for each division
of the district in turn. ' '

\

—tg—n

"The DBoard decidedly spprove of the Collector’s suggestion, with the stated

limitation.

No. 653. OrpER THEREON, 27th November 1866, No. 3,241,
Land Revenus, Tho Government concur with the Board.
(Truc Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIY,

Secretary to Government,
To the Board of Revenue, ’

Exd. 8. T, Augustia,
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