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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
23rd November 1866. '

From the Honorable C. PELLY, Member of the Board of Revenue,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras,
5th Novembler 1866, No. 1,422, _

1. Ihave the honor to acknowledge tho receipt of the Proccedings of Govern-
ment, dated 23rd July 1866, No. 739, referring to me.for report a letter from the
Dircctor General of the Post Oflice of India, dated 4th July 1866, No. 833, regard-
‘ing the withdrawal or otherwise of the permission to levy the feo of a fourth of an
anna for the dclivery of letters in the villages beyond tho limits of a Post Office.

o 2. In my Report to Government, Revenue Department, dated 20th March
i 1862, No. 1,210,!.)n tho revision of Talook Tappal Establishments, I suggested, in
y  paragraph 9, that all letters forwarded beyond the Postal station should be charged
" with a fee of onc-fourth of an anna,, to be paid to the per-=-gresponsible for the

delivery of the letter. I at the samo time shewed how)” with advantage, central
villages might be made places for collecting and forwarding letters to the neigh-
bouring villages. I would refer to paragraphs 3 and 9 of that Report, and to para-
graphs 67 to 70 in the appendix to it. This plan is worthy of a trial. There
should be certain villages at which a box should bo kept for receiving letters from
neighbouring villages. The letters collected should be sent, at fixed intervals, in
a bag mado up by the Monigar or other village officer to the nearest Post Ofice,
or tothe next centro villago en route to the Post Office” Letters received at the
Post Office for any rural village should bo sent to the centre village, and be there
delivered to tho partics to whom thoy are addressed. Tho fee for delivery should
be paid to the man employed by the Monigar for delivering the letter. The person
entrusted to carry the bag to or from the centre village should receive hire for the
tripat a certain fixed rate. The charge would not be heavy, as it would only
be occasional, perhaps once a week. Should the number of letters be large, the
question of entertaining a salaried Peon, or even establishing a new Post Office in
any centre village, could be entertained. ’

3. In the revised Talook Tappal Establishment, a letter delivery Peon has
been provided for almost every station “where a Talook Post has been established.
Within the ordinary range of such stations, tho letters will bo delivered by the
Peons without any demand of extra fee; but for the delivery of letters beyond
tho Postal range, I sce no other alternative than that of continuing the feo system,
unless Government are prepared to incur a heavy expenditure in the employment
of a large staff of delivery Pcons.

4. I thought that Police Constables might, with advantage, be employed in
conveying letters while on their Leats, but the Inspector General of Mofussil
Police is opposed to this. T'he Collector of Tinnevelly informs me that the Leat
Constables in his district wcre employed for somo time to” deliver tho District
Gazettes in the villages, and that the punctual delivery had increased tho number
of subscribers to the Gazette, but that tho Inspector General of Police havine
objccted to it, the employment of Beat Constables for tho purpose had bce:

No. 579.

stopped.
5. I have obtained from the Collectors copies of their reports to Government

on the subject under discussion ; with but few exceptions they are in favor of levy.
ing the fee, und they }rc of opiuion that the rural inhabitants are quite willing to
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocerament, RRevenue Department,
23rd November 180G6.
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this small fee for getting their lettors safily, and tha.t'it affords sccu}'lty .for tlho
gz?:ctual dclivery of letters. The Director General of the Post Office 1s also

trongly in favor of levying the fee, and I concur with him in what he has stated
5 1S

~ on tho subjcct. Whatever aystemn may be adopted for the villages, the levy of

some small fee appears to be inevitable, without which no satisfactory a.ll)'m'nlguclm(:{:;
can be made to cnsure, as far as possible, the safo delivery of lct)tcrs ?) 0mCLI .
PPostal stations, thouzh ina few distri.cts the work appecars to bo perior y
village servants without any remuneration,

No. 580. From tho Collector of Madura, to the Ilonorable C. PI'Z'LL\, )icmbcr
of the Board of Revenue, dated Madara, 3rd November 1866, No. 1,364, ot
1. Inreply to your letter dated the 22ud ultinTo, I hfwc the hon(?r to sta.(;cthzo
only ouc delivery Peon is allowed to each district with a single cx'c::lpuox{), m; e
is gencrally onc District Post Oflice attached to cach talook. The a m : ttnrs
Peon has to deliver lctters to- the inhabitants of the whole ?alo?k; reccives let c :
once a week or 80, goes in onc direction of the talook, del.n'crmg letters rccclmf
to tho address of the people in that quarter, while those dmictcd to the people 1n
the other directions aro lying idle with him or in the Post Qllxco ; and then rctu:r}s
to his Licad-quarters, to receive the letters there accumul.atmg, :md.com.u‘ncl:lct:1 ns.
tour again in anotlier dircction. Tho conscquence of tlns.sys.tcr.n is great L‘a.y,f
while several letters remain undelivered in his such hasty circuit in conscquence o
s of the addressees, and for other causes.
the 32:0“10(210 not sce the ad:'antage of having a Dost if a letler takes —overal days

~

:1. .3
. . . . . e IREP striscs mce 13
" to reach its destination lying a few miles off. ‘Tho only remedy that stris

the ecmployment of additional hands to be paid by fces, but the present rate olfdu.
quarter of an anna Is insufficient to remuncrate persons thus cn.\ploycd. I would,
therefore, raisc it from a quarter to half an anna, a3 suggested in my letter to you
dated the 2Sth August 1866, No. 1,430, ) e
3. The paid Pcon is to dcliver letters in the cusbah and in tho villages

: . : ists 3| 8.
" gurrounding it, and the fees Peon to dcliver lettersin the other distant village

The rural population will not grudge payment of the pI‘OI)OSL‘d ixnf:roascd r’nltlof(?:'
fees, and rather regard the system as a convenience, bcc:‘mso b.y 1,.3)-1118 “ s‘;]rcttc:S
they get their letters at their doors and with despatch. The daily mcrc;.meto o
sent by post is a proof that people avail themsclves Jargely of the advantag

out to them Dby the post. If in addition to this; letters arc delivered with more

expedition, I believe the advantago will be felt more in this ti.mo of actn'o'tmdj. .
4. The regular or Jmperial Post chicfly benefits the residents of tfm ns w ;c
. it is ostablished, while the District Dost administers to tho c?nvcmcnco 0 t;n
* immense number of the rural population. 7The regular post dclivers lcttc;s (‘m Yy
in the town in which it has its head-quarters. 1 would.tbcrcforo strongly com-
mend the subject of increasing the fees to your considcration.

, No. 1,904, "t
Submitted to Government, with reference to Ionorable C. Pelly’s le
OV vo. 1,093. , .
o hg;:::}:’ 1 .I\O ’ (Signed) C. PELLY,
’

Mimber.
8¢h November 1806, | | ¢
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Proceedings of the Madras Gavernment, Revenue Depariment,
23:d Nocvember 1866.

No. 581. From the Post Master Genceral, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to

.- Government, Publi Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund,

4th August 1866, No. 807.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Order of Government No. 739,
of the 23rd ultimo, and in reply, to state, that I am decidedly of opinion that the
feo of a quarter anna levied under existing rules for the benefit of the delivever of
such non-oflicial district post letters as aro sent out for delivery is the safeguard
of such letters between the District Post Office of delivery and the hands of tho
addressce, and if it is discontinued, tho chances of delivery to the addressee will bo
greatly lessened, and that therefore it will be most inexpedient to discontinuc tho
fco in question.

No. 582. From the Collector of Ganjam, to the Chicf Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Chetterpore, 25th August 1866, No. 2,134.

1. With referenco to the Order of Government, Public ‘Department, dated
the 23rd ultimo, No. 739, forwarding, for report, certain papers connected with the
question whether it is desirablo to retain the tee of three pice authorized to be
charged on all letters delivered through thoe District or Moolky Post Office, I havo
the honor to state that the levy ‘of this fez was discontinued in this district about
three years ago by order of the Post Master General.

2. Tagrce in opinion with the Post Master General, North-Western Provinces,
and support his statements that this extra charge of three pice on every letter
delivered by the District Post was very obnoxious to the rural population, who alone
were subjected to it, and who looked upon it as an cxtra and unjust impost. Its
realization was attended with much annoyance, and, in many instances, persons
refused cven paid letters sent fromn distant places through the regular post for
delivery by the District Post, rather than pay this ¢ extra fec” of three pice.

3. Great difliculty was always experienced by the Talook Officers in this
district to sccure trustworthy persons to walk great distances for the purpose of
delivering letters for a fee of three pico each letter.

4. 'The abolition of the chargo was considered a great boon to all concerncd-

No. 583. From the Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Chief Sceretary to Govern-

ment, Fort Saint George, dated Vizagapatam, 2nd August 1866, No. 612.

1. Inreply to G. O., Public Department, No. 739, of 23rd July ultimo, I havo
the honor to state that the delivery fee for the District Post letters must be continued
if the Postal Department in the Provinces is not to break down altogether, for I
suppose Government aro not prepared to enlist an army of special Peons to do the
delivery gratis. ' ' '

2. There is no assessment on tho landholders hero for the maintenance of,
tho District Post, as in tho North-Western Provinces.

No. 584. From the Acting Sub-Collector in charge of the Godavery District, to

the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Cocanada,

29th August 1866, No. 22.
With reference to the Proccedings of tho Government, Public Department,
No. 739, dated the 23rd July 1866, L havo the honor to report that the levy of tho
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 23rd November 1866,

feoof a quafter of an anna was, on the Collector’s representation, abolished by the

- Honorable C. Pelly.—Vide letter No. 1,749, dated the 6th October 1864. I sce no -

,. _ co0d grounds for its re-imposition. It is certainly obnoxious to the.peo.ple.. There

. is the Talook post and village agency available for the work. I think it is hard to »
. ask cach ryot and petty dealer in villages to pay one-half of what he would pay

for the transit of a letter to any part of India just for its being put into his hands. -

No such evils as are apprehended in paragraph 2 of the Dircctor General’s letter,

dated the 31st March, No. 8,590, have arisen from the abolition of the fee. In fact
complaints of letters having been missed in the District Post Offices aro Very rare.

_, No. 585.  From the Collector of the Kistna District, to the Chief Secrctary to

Government, Fort Saint George, dated Masulipatam, 21st August 1866,
‘No. 31, - o ' "
1. With reference to the Order of Government, Public Department, No. 739,
. dated 23rd July 18€06, regarding the levy of a fee on the delivery of letters in the
~ geveral districts, I have the honor to state that the practice, as authorized by Rule
17 of General District Post Rules, has been long introduced into this district, and
that I sec no objection to its continuance. o
2, The fee now collected is three pies per letter for letters delivered in places
. where there is no regular delivering Peon, ,
, 3. I think, with the Director General of Post OfGces in India, as stated in his
: letter No. 8,590, dated 31st March 1866, paragraphs § and 4, published with the
{ Order under reply,” that the levy of the fee tends to secure the safe delivery of
. letters, and that it hqs no appreciable effect on the increase of correspondence.

nt——

No. 586.  From the Acting Collector of Nellore, to the Chief Sccretary to -

. Government, Fort 'Saint George, dated Nellore, 5th September 1866,
‘ N,O- 42' S . ) '
r “1. I have the honor, with reference to Government Order, No. 739, dated
; 23rd July 1866, Public Departﬂment, to report, as my opinion, that I do not seo that
' any suﬁiciently‘valid objection to the levy of a fee for the delivery of letters
- beyond certain limits from the Post Office, exists,
/" 2. Unless tho Postal Establishment is so greatly increased as to admit of all
* letters being delivered by its servants, which is of course impracticable, I do not
» see what better ‘course can be adopted than to retain Rule No. XVII, as it exists,
: which allows the delivexjers of letters to receive three pics as a remuneration for
. thelr trouble. R :
No. 587. From the Collector of Cuddapah, to tho Chief Seerctary to Govern-
r “ment, Public Department, Fort Saint Gceorge, dated Cuddapah, 3rd
September 1866, No. 33. , |
1. With reference to the Government Order, dated 23rd July 1866, No. 739,
- ' I have the honor to report that I am of opinion that the levy of the delivery .f"°
: should be abolished, and that another fee in licu of it at two annas per ten miles
. should be introduced for the conveyance and delivery of letters at the different
villages which aro situated at a distance from the District Post Office. :

e nm e i el A el
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a Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

23rd ]\(’a’uember 1866.

2. The latter course, I believe, will serve as a safeguard for the immediate -

- delivery of letters to the parties residing in the villages ; as otherwise, the letters
_ will have to be sent for delivery by Taliars or Village Peons when they appear at

the Talook Cutcherry on business, which is uncertain. There is, moreover, a great

hardship in the collection of bearing postage on letters sent through the village

Peons for delivery, because they are not bound to pay much attention to this addi- -

tional task.

3. The fee of two annas per every ten miles will be paid by the owners of letters
to Peons who may be employed at each District Post Office for the conveyance of

letters to the villages without any charge from the ’Government, and they will be held

responsible for their safe delivery, and the colleetion of bearing
should remit periodically to the Talook Treasury. These P
“Village Letter Delivery Peons,” and they should also give s
amount,

postage which they
cons will be called
ecurity to a certain

No. 583.  From the Collector of Bellary, to the Secretary to Government,»

Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Bellary, 17th September
1866, No. 71. ‘ ' '

1. With reference to Government Order, dated 23rd July 1866, No. 739,
referring certain official correspondence of the Director Genera] of the Post Office
of India for report, as to the abolition of the levy of the District Post delivery fee,
I have the honor to state that I think the levy of the fee might be discontinued
with advantage, < ) AT .

2. It cannot mect the additional charge of the delivery in extensive talooks,
It is wholly inadequate as a security for the delivery of the letters ; it is of no use
as a check against the misappropriation of the letters. If there was an object to
do s0, the farthing postage to be collected would not weigh against it, and the
delivery Peon could as easily stoutly aver that he had delivered the letter for
which postage was due, as that for which nothing was owing. : (
3. It'does not appear that a receipt is required from the addressce of a
district letter, so that I am unable to see the force of the Director General’s
hypothesis, In paragraph 2, No. 3,590, dated 31st March ‘1806, he writes ¢ if
a fee has to be collected or accounted for on cach letter, &ec.,” but as the party
who has the collection of the fee is also the recipient of it, he could state that he
bad delivered the letter and received the fee, and there would be only the adverse
testimony - of the addressco against -him. If a receipt for district letters, as for
registered letters, has to be signed by the addressce, there would be force in the
analogous supposition with regard to district letters. :
‘4. The method I have adopted in this district for the carriage of letters
from the cusbah to the out-villages is to hLave a village packet mado up at the
cusbah, which the Beat Constable drops on his rounds; the packet” is addressed
to tho Patel, or vﬂlage head, who is directed to deliver the letters and collcet the
postage, if any, duc, and remit the same’ to the Cusbahﬂ Office. 'The Coz)stables
have no'thiug"to do with the receipt or delivery of letters to their addressees ; they
may carry a 8crvice packet to the Patel on their beat, just as they would a letter
fiom the Inspector to the Station Ilouse. It is a very great convenience to the

B
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. : : Superin-
people, and docs no harm to the Police. 1 have, with the consent :).f the Sup
tendents, tried this in more than ono district without any bad cffects.
. > . ‘crctar » to
No. 530.  TIrom the Acting Collector of Kurnool, to tho Cluaf.‘é' ito 03 3
Government, ort Siint George, dated Kurnool, 30th July 186G, No.

1 have the honor, in reply to the Order of Government, d.;tcd. Q'hfl “’05;“:‘\:;
No. 739, to state that though there are doubtless mauny arguaients m fa'\ o; lotters
aholition of the District Post delivery fee, I do not see how the delivery O ' oLut it
beyond the ordinary dclivery limits of a Post Office is to be (-ﬂ't‘ctcd \\,l‘t.l e ;
unless tho Post Olices are prepared to increaso tho staff of dcll\'cr).. I.Lon‘ rato
considerable extent, and deliver letters free in cevery village.  If the mlll’}m,}’lz\r;t(.
of postaze was raised from six to cight pice, and half a tolah made a ;;"ato mccl:
instcad of one-quarter tolah, the Post O.lico revenue might thcn.\ .bo a od o
tuc additional charge, and what appears to Lo considered an additional and u:
impost would be doae away with. -

From the Acting Collector of Madras, to the Chicf Svcrctar)’ctoo
Government, Fort Saiut George, dated Saidapet, 15th Scptember 1866,
No. 182, .

1. T have the honor, with reference to thoe Proccedings of Govcrnmcnt,f
No. 739, dated 23rd July 1866, to submit my opinion respecting the systcm ©
levying a delivery fee of one pice on every letter carried by Talook Tappal.

2. The Talook Tappal letters in this district are, on receipt, lxaxld§<1 by the
regular Tappal Gumastahs, to a Talook Tappal Gumastah, who distributes t.hcm
to a special Peon.  The latter delivers them to the addressces at their own liouses.

i : vatives
3. The system is not, as far as I ¢an understand, objected to. Natis
discern the value of a delivery fee as a means of protecting their correspondence.

No. 5390,

4. In regard to tho objeciion that the exaction of a fco counteracts tho
tendency olserved in all Post Offices to an iuercaso in tho number of lottcr.S;.
transmitted, T Leg to observe that such an objection would hold good only 1
complaints were really mads of the fee. That the feeis not found an obnoxious tax,

I think is shewn by the statistics of the tappal.  In thelast half year, out of 24,313

letters sent by the tappal, only 1,170, or one in twenty-five, were refused.
N

5. Iam not aware that traders send to the Mofussil Post Ofiices for Ehmr
letters. In cases where they may do so, I imagine it will be found that privato
messengers are employed to sccure expedition, and not on account of the distrust of
tho Tappal Peons, or of a disinclination to pay the delivery fee.

6. I do not think the collection of the fee is attended with inconvenicnce.

S ———

No. §31.  From the Collector of North Arcot, to the Chicf Sceretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated Chittoor, 20th August 186€, No. 41.

L In acknowlcdging receipt of the Proceedings of Government, I.‘ubhc
Department, dated 23rd ultimo, No. 739, I havo tho honor to state thatin my

opinion the * District Post Delivery Feo” of one pico (a fourth of an anna) should
not be abolished.

__..
R I o
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Proceedings of t'e Madras Gocernment ) Recenue Department,
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2. So far as the system lhas been practically illustrated in this district, it
appears to me to have fulfilled the ends to whicl, the Dire

paragraph 7 of his letter embodied in the Proceedings under reply.

3. I'am not aware of a single instance in which any one of Captain Battye’s
objections has come under official cognizance, and my belief is that the levy of this
fee does all that it pretends to do towards the facilitation of correspondence in the
moro rural district. .

4. The fact that some 10,000 covers are distr
tracts through the volunteer agency created by

ctor General adverts in

buted monthly in these rural
the fee, indicates pretty clearly
that the system, $o far as it goes, enjoys a fait measure of confidence, and has the
acceptance of the community.

5. I had occasion to submit to the Post Master General a proposition for the
improvement and extension of postal communications iy this district, and in it, if
the Government care to refer to it, they will find that I'have recommended tho
rcteation of this fee.  Since that proposition was submitted, I have heard nothing
which should induce me to modify the views which I thea expressed.

I'rom the Collector of Soutly Arcot, to the Secretary to Govcrnmcnt,
Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Cuddalore, 15th September
1866, No. 48.
1. In acknowledzment of the Proceedings of Govcrmnent, dated 23rd July

last, No, 127, on the subject of the levy
of a fee of one Pice® ip addition to any
unpaid postage on all letters passing through the District Post, and delivered to tho
addressces by persons other than the employés of the Post Ollice, I
to statc that my experience is adverse to thc. retention of the fee on the several
grounds alrcady so fully advanced by the different Officers, whose opinions are
recorded in the papers accompanying the Government Proceedings.

2. It is of course easy to find fault with, and to point out the defects or errors
of any system, while it is often as'diﬂicult.to substitute a fitting x_‘cmei]y; and in
this matter of the District Post delivery which, I fan(.:y, has puzzled so many, I can
only sce onc means of satisfuctory solution, and t.hat is b:y adopting the suggestion
of the Government of the North-Western I’r.ovx.nws, Viz., to abolish the feo and
provide the requisite delivery through tho District Post z.1t the F}overmncnt cost,
although in my district I am not preparcq to say that the immediate financial loss
{\-ill be speedily made up by an incrca.sc in native corrcspox‘ldcncc. But that the
existing state of things is most unsatisfactory, that. complaints are frequent, and
that all the evils dwelt on in the already rc.prcantatums ot: the several opponents of
the fee system arc as prominent here as in th.e North-Western Provin.c?s and in
other parts of Indiy, is undoubted ; and if .thc lughe§t Post (.)ﬂic.c au.thfmtlcs in the
country arc unable to suggest anything satisfactory in substxtut}on, 1t 13 not matter
of surprise that the Oflicers of other departmc:nts .sh'ould ?xI)crxexxc(? a difliculty in
fixing on the precise nature of the cllang.e which it is desirable to mtroduce; and
here I beg to draw attention to a suggestion made by my Sub-Collector, Mr. Irvine,
in a lettert addressed to me on the sub-
ject, and copy of which is enclosed. Mr,

No. 592.

* 3 Pies.

ave the honor

t Dated 11th August 1866, No. 375.
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Irvine, in paragraph 6, proposces that instcad of half an anna, the postago of all letters
passing through or posted in the District Post Le raised to one anna as the Jowest
rate, and that the District Post Oflice Le provided with such establishment as shall
enable it to arrange for a weckly or bi-weehly delivery throughout all villages
within its range. This would undoubtedly Le an improvement on the system at
present obtaining, and after a while it i3 possible that confidenco would spring Ul
and thus lead to a considerable increase of nativ
course sce the objections to which th;
of fixed postage rate; and, sccond]
letters posted from one talogk cus

an of
¢ correspondence ; but I can
. 1 R
s plan is apen—{irst, there would be the increa
ally, sinco
¥y the enhaneed rate would tell unequally, &t

bah to another would have to pay tho samc as
lctters addressed to distant outlying villazes, * But in the abeence of any other

suggestion or more feasiLlo arranzement, the proposal, 1 think, may descrve consis

deration, unles W b S s ey - Tich
» unless the Goy erment, 1 view of all the difiicultics and grievances W L

surround the question, shoylq finally resolve on takine the matter into their 0™
hands, and bearthe entire cost, c

e vhatever it mi.ht Le, of a regular weekly or Li-weehly
Vi mTrc dehvery throughout the country; and if this be done, I cannot avoid tho
clomf" wion that ultimately there would be no real Joss to Government, although for
t lii 1!‘bft3 (:a(;'otr two such loss myst undoubtedly bo expected. T speak, of coursty
only of the district over whis. . :

1 tlJi k, Le cl “:t over which Il’“‘*“’ﬂ and the alvantazes thus sceured \wuld'
ink : ‘chas . Crole
y LC chicaply pm.(hasod at this cost, while al) cause of grievance and discon
tent nosw so generally rife, woyl at once cease °
axe,
From the Acting Sub-Colleets N
13 Sab-Collector of South Areot, (5 (Lo Collvetr of Seuth Areot dated Cudlalor®y
1th August 1566, No o=
1. Ilave the honor tg gel, ST )

: 10T 1D acknowled rn . . parte
ment, dated 23rd July 1866 \‘ iy o l roceedings of the Madras Government, Pullic D‘.P »
No. 745, and req t)' % 0750, which Accompanicl your Memorandum of the SUth it

LT, esting my oning S S . . : 3
quarter of an anng y fnol ~ty Pinton rc?..r‘]mg the rule now in furce of cotlecting s fe of
2. Iful p? ,-C ters delivercd jn village Leyond the ordlinary I'ostdd Yunits. .
2, 1Y concur with the Pyt Master Gene 1 . . . in Lis opinicd
that the fee is most objectionalle, 1y ; cueral of the Nortl-West Provinees in his L ost
Tley have a feeling, an Inot ::: N undouttedly regarded by the ryots as an unfair ,,pp0°l°'
<13y an Y . M
of pre-paying thci:l ttors ?mu“ral one, that wiiey they have complicd with the Postal 1u

'8 ctiars, the Pust 0o 18 bound ty dul;

3. Moreover, the realization of 4 : ), v denvery for that sam. oo
-am ' ) e ot thefee ba atten-led with wereat i ‘eni the Post ©
Scrvants.  They are unalle ty cmploy Py elwith great inconvenience to (heso

letters, and frequently, in awt o My (in this djctp X o
s - e u;c,ver; ::ISE:‘:;::FE.::,t‘{l-ti.(lls.trl'c" atleasts, have ty trust ta stray c(.u.nc:]:!l.":.’(f
to relieve the ofice of rackets, whigt etherni
whatever that g larze number of th
numbers are returned to the difior
undelivered, becausy the allres
rather than Pay eve

U3 or public servants in wany instances ta dehver

r1arter ofananua on eachlctter they loult
. . v

Fwoull otherwise be undistributed. There can Lo Bo ®9

so 1. . X raved, OB

ese letters noyer reach their destination and are dustroye ,; m

(G} it . - 'Y cith
it Oifices Ly the coolics why origirally took charge of th

secin many jn. - is htte?
VXY dnstinees foregoes tho plessare of recciving his h

£y sumof quarter of gp anna forit, |,

. thidrataof things iy ay increase to the Postal Fstallishment, and tho
e mi,;)::r;,:; “1}2::“ Tatang rats viste all vily ges regularly, if not frege :_'Z‘b"
5. There can be no daules t}\.t .;l'n a.h'] regular delivery, at o molerat Jy increased (.‘,13’3!\'-
there would be Tal-i&l increase f.‘ VT Ly ryats to bs sarg of recaiving their letters princtidt
any important nerg istol N. ’ correspondence. It jq 4 Luown fact that at the prescut Y fre-

€ communicuted from one district or villazo to another, it is not m.‘.r

¢ hand, Huply Lecouse no reliance ;,;»lac«wl upon the District l‘wt.
remark that fyes might Le wllundd to polico crvillage sen auts deliver

n the pale

4. The only remedy for
7 pointment of 5 staflof P
oace a week say,

As to the Dircetor General'g

ine |f

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd Norember 1866,

ing letters, I reply that village servants are not at all times available for receiving letters, so the
delivery conld not be attended with certainty or regularity, and the Police are strictly probibited
from interfering in such matters, and from under any circumstances recovering
from the ryots,

6. Iam of opinion that a change in the present system is absolutely necessary, and I would

~ propose that for all letters passing through the District Post, one anna instead of half an anna should

be the lowest rate of postage. The PPost Offce mizght then be enabled to provide a proper establish.
ment of delivery Peons in cach district, and ensure at any rate a regular weekly or bi-weekly delivery.
I believe this would be found t> work better than the present system, and that a rapid increase of
correspondence would result from it.

7. Notbing can be worse thau tie present systom, and no Larm can be done by giving trial
to any other.

No. 593.

fees in any shape

From the Oficiating Collector of Tanjore, to the S:eretary to Govern.
ment, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Vellum, Tanjoro
Talook, 31st August 1866, No. 9.59. ,

1. Inreply to the Government Proceedings, dated 2344 ultimo, No. 739, I have
the honor to state that the District Post letters are delivered in Tanjore by Peons or
letter carriers regularly paid, and not by the Police Peons, Taliars, or extra hands,
as in former days, consequently tho provisions of Rule 17 do not apply to this
district, :

2. A practice however has arisen, and i3 still maintaiucd, of the paid-letter
carriers demanding a fee on bearing letters, and in some instances also on paid
letters, when the Peon thinks he can levy it with impunity from the ad
theso demands are unauthorized, and must be stopped by proclamation,

3. I would not advocate the introduction or maintcnance of this fee ;at only
leads to mischief. Sivaguru Dillai, the Tahsildar of'Combuconum,.has, inhis report,
stated the matter so clearly, and his views so coincide with mine, that I beg to quote
his words:—* I am strongly opposed to t!xo-lcvy of this kind of feo in this country,
“'As far as my expéricllce gocs, the permission !las led to undue f:xactions. Many
¢ village people do not care to keep themsclves informed of w.lmt 18 going on in tho
“ official world, and may not therefore know ,\vlzat. the authorized fee is, The letter

¢ carriers will not fail to take advantage of their 1gnorance, and I know in some
¢ cases the best informed man in the rural community in his anxicty to get the
“ news of a distant relation would pay anything the lcttc.r “carrier would demand
#“ under the plea of his authorized fc.c, nor \.vould h.e consider it worth his while to
# g0 up to the authoritics to complain of this exaction. . »

“ Any additional cxpenditure that may be .cntznlcd upon Government by
¢ increasing cither the present number of letter carriers or their pay will, I am sure,
* be more than repaid in a few years by increase of rural correspondcncq.”

dressee, but

—

From tlie Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Clilef SCCrctary
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Trichinopoly, 28th Ay
1866, No. 38. |

1. Referring to the Procecedings of Government, dated 23rd ultimo, No, 739,
Public Department, I have the honor to report that there are nine District Post
Offices situated 1In this Collectorate. A I’con is attached to cach of these Offices,
and it is to this Peon that letters received arc entrusted for distribution,

c

No. 594.

gust
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Proceedings of the

2. As the limit of each District Post 0
any onc individual to distribute in person tl
tude, the Peon above

Tice is large, and it is impossible f().r
1e whole of the letters with px'.omptl‘-
referred to has hitherto been allowed to cmploy, on his own

o oe AN - i
responsibility, such persons as Jie may choose for the purpose of aiding him
delivering letters.

3. The Peonis not permitted to levy the additional feo of one pice on letters

work. The prescribed feo is levied on letters delivered to residents out of ths
icd by the distributing man employe
muncration for his services.

levied from landliolders or any other
ying of the District Dik.

nd ascertained that in no instanc_o do
angements for the receipt of the delivery
any General or Public Post Office instead of using the

by the Post Peon, and retaineg by him as re
4. No special tax has been imposed or
class of men in this Collectorate for the carr
5. I have made carcful enquiries, a

merchants, traders, or ryots make special arr
of their private letters at

6. The undermentioned

" ‘ » M (l Jiv d
= res ShC W thO numbor Of lcttcrs rccc’.\'(‘d, (.11‘ ¢red,
and refused in this Collectorate

» during the last two years :—

. b . . 18
station of the District Post Offices, as he is paid for thi

the rules, and no complaint hag ¢

- No. 595,

. Numberof lefters Number of letters | f lctters
A - r (/] 7
Years received at D). actually  distri- :\umugchscd-
trict Dost Oflices, butel, S
—_— —_—
I 2 3 4
1864 32 0:42 30,911 1,1:1
1563 LS e 449
3,015 04,565 v |

7. Erom the above it would appear that there has been an increaso in the

\ 3 l
The letters under column 4 wero refused main );
aymeh
persons to whom they were addressed.  Paym

. . e . m
chicef cause, and no dissatisfaction, as far as my
enquiries have extended, prevails

in gonsequence of the payment of fee ﬂll"“'cdup i
ver been made in consequence of being compeli€
to pay the fee allowed under Rulg 17.

S. If this fee were to 1o dispensed with, tho delivery of letters would bo
seriously delayed, and the Public put to much inconvenience. In fact I do not s8¢0
without extra. hands being employed by the Postal Department, how letters t0
villagers distant from the District Post Offices would ever Lo delivered at all.

9. I would therefore recommend that the Rule 17 should be retained.

From the Collector of
ment, IFort Saint George, d

Having reference to the Oy

the 23rd July, N
quarter of an ann
and the fees giv
number of deliy
hands are empl

ated Madura, 21,4 August 1866, No. 1,237

1
der of Government in the Public Department, dﬂ:“"a
0. 739, I have the lonor to report that tho levy of the fee ©

: . . ho
en fo non-official servants employed for delivery of luttu‘s..t.gl‘
ery Peons at present employed is insufficient, and unlc.ss addi l'l‘he
oyed, letters cannot be delivered in all the important villages.

N PR CE NN

Madura, to the Chief Scerctary to Govern® -

. inued
a for delivery of letters through the District Post should be continucd,

" carriers, and be allowed to levy a fec of half additional to the

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
" 23rd November 1866,

rural population (io not grudge payment of the fees, and rather regard th.e slyift;em
as a convenient one, because by paying a small fee, they cxpect their le irs
delivered attheir villages, which are often situated at great distances from the

Talook Post Offices. Thesystem has been in vogue for some time, and I have never -

heard any objection raised regarding it by any person.
ﬁo 596, From the Collector. of ’l‘inxléve}]y, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
‘ ment, Fort Saint George, dated Tinnevelly, 4th August 1866, No. 303.
With reference to Government Proceedings No. 7 39, dated 23rd July 1866,

I have the honor to inform you that about 200,000 letters are delive
" in this district ; the fee for delivery is now three pies per Ietter,

-

red annually

delivery of the lctters. Every village in the district is visited almost daily by

Police Constables, and I beg to propose that these Constables be made the letter

postage charged on
the letters they deliver. This plan would ensure delivery and

by adding something to their salaries, would be an inducement to the Constables to
visit all ti?e villages on their beat, and to make the acquaintance of many people, of
whose existence they might not be otherwise aware, : )

No. 507 From the Collector of Coimbatore, t6 the Chief Secretary to Govern-
o mer;t Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 13th August 1866, No. 82.
) : :

- In reply to Proceedings of Government, Revenue Department, and their Order
AR rdp tyd 23rd July 1866, No. 739, I have the honor to inform you, with refer-
thereon, alc Y ~0f one pice (quarter of an anna) on letters delivered in the district
ence tothe ‘;‘y its of the regular post delivery, that I have never heard any one
beyond the. 1fr‘n1 It is ungoubtedly small in amount When‘ compared with the
object to this ce. d, and I believe that the majority of native correspondents would
alvantage Obtmbr;e z,u:d even treble the sum to sceure the safe delivery of the letters,
%112: v pa}i:‘i (:fl reerristered letters received in my Office confirms me in this opinion.
e num 8 : '

: . : : he Chief Secrefar to Go
- From the Collector of Salem, to t y
No. 598. Fort Saint George, dated Salem, 3rd August 1866, No. 52,
1. I have the honor to submit report called for in Government Order, dated
d J v 1866. No. 739, on the question of the abolition of the delivery fee of one
2{31 (q]ilz}:r o o’f an annz) now levied on each letter under Rule 17 of General
pice : o '
District Post Rules.

vernment,

2. 'Inseveral of the Salem District

Salem. Kistnagherry. Post Offices (noted marginally) there are
Namkul. - %rilfl’ftt“r‘ delivery Peons, and no fee is payable at
'%,%z‘}l;};gode, ~ Usttex;gherry. - these places where the addressee lives

Da.rampury.A

within two miles of the Post Office.
8. Where there is no delivery Peon, or where the distanc

e exceeds two
miles, letters are entrusted generally to Taliaries or'village‘ totie

s for delivery,

.

and the fee of one pice is leviable on each letter.

*

e A e oo .

v e e

but I have reason to
know that more is extorted wherever possible, and that great delay occurs in the -

prevent extortion,’and
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rimiraptt®

" 4.d W helil the distance is considerable, an accumulation cf letters is generally
allowed to take place, and the letters are delivered in many ncighbouring villages
by one man, whose sole remuneration consists of the dddivery fee.

5. T think the present dolive : | .
e tol resent ;ldm.ry fec ought to Le continucd, for unlcss GOO“C"‘
prep incur the heavy charge of paying a large number of delivery

Peon: n -ay in whi

ons, I 6ce 1o othér way in which letters ean Le delivered at great distances from

the District Post Office d 1 i
y and even if Government are prepared to incur this

additional charge, I do not think that letters would be so safcly or surcly delivered
as under the present system. '

.. . _—
No. 599. mcn: T‘;“C;fc CIt;”cctor of South Canara, to the Chicf Sccrctary to Govere:
y L'ublic Department, Fort a3 o - 14th
August 1866, No. 31 aint George, dated Mangalore,
1 1 y
i f:: ;tl;cr)cjc:cncc to the .Onl.cr of Government, dated 23rd July last, No. 73
x port on the advisability of the continuance or abolition of the levy

of one pice or :
‘dc]i‘_crli. o (‘lua}rtc; of an anna upon letters delivered beyond the limits of a Dost
ivery, 1 have the honor to submit my opinion as follows

on ¢ : , in tho
correspondence embodiced in the aboye )f t{‘c)sc\ cral arguments odduced mf r
¢ quo - s v in favo

quoted Proceedings of Government in

of, and azainst, the i

anst, the question of levyinz ¢ iti

¢ qu 1c ad . ; 07
cach letter, I am inclined to a"rcc)wi:] paonat fro o uarter of 42 e
o

Post Offices of India, cxpresse t the opinion of the Director General of tho

d . . - \ i )
the levy of such fee should Le u::i,l:::;}:(tlm of the 3tst March 1866, No. 3,500, that
3. It can hardly Le expe ' )

Post thould have to walk son Ctm.l that the letter carrier attached to o District
must therefore bé under gre: t](:\mllcs for the delivery of ono or two letters. Lo
the trouble of himsclf co%n'd.- cmptation to destroy the letters rather than underse
village watcliers or beat (.\)mg tho same. The delivery of such letter by tho
in t! * constables, and whose ordinary dutics lead them to villages

1c 1nterior, can b i

' ) ¢ casily a sadile

receive for this, thourl 1, y and realily effected, and the remuncration they WY
’ gh but small, '

) will, 3 T ins
temptation of dt‘stroying lotters th In my opinion, Lo a safeguard against tho
4. The address . ’
3§2¢ N .
impost a5 unjusifuLl, sazfqtsual.x letters will not, in my opinion, look upon such
their doors, and I undc’rstar;ds ‘tcrt{ small ot they find their letters delivered ot
) 10. v - *
present arrangement, o people generally are quite satistivd with thd

2. Upon an attentive considerat;

No. €00.

—

I'rom the Col
Fort Saint Gcor(:vlcc(;::czf Mah‘{bar’ to the Chicf Becretary to Governmenty
14th ScptcrﬁbcrhIS’GG. No.o?nglrcmt, Angadipurom, wallu\'apnd Talook,
In reply to Government Order, date

to observe that the Postal deliver » dated 23rd July last, No. 739, I have the hone”

)dfcc of one pice (a fourth of an anna) docs not
fatroduction of (e impost, ! ¢d 1n Malabar, and I would not recommend tbo
(Truo Copy.)

(Signed) J. GRROSE,

Pxd. S. T. Avgustin, Uder Secrctary to Gorernment:

RevrNtT DEPARTMENT.
Fort Saixt GEORGE,
23rd November 1866,
No. 3,214.

No. C01.
To
TIE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POST OFFICES IN INDIA.
Sir,’
1. Iam dirccted toacknowledge the reccipt of your
Jetter dat:d 4th July last, No. 833, regarding the retention
or abolition of the District Post Delivery Fee.

Miscellaneous.

. T am to state, in reply, that the Governor in Council is of opinion that
the fec should be abolished. . .

3. The fee is so small that unless tho letters are allowed to accumulate, it is
not worth the while of a person to undertake the duty of delivery at any distance
from the Postal town ; such accumulation of course involves more or less of delay,
bt if not allowed, the temptation to destroy thoe letters rather than undertake the
troublo of delivery is obrious.

4. DBat while thus insufficient to secure rapidity and certainty of delivery, tho
f23 is greatly disproportionate to the postage charged. A single letter is conveyed
fro DPeshawur to Capz Comorin for six pice, and to charge half as much more for
dalivery inavillagoe a fow miles beyond postal limits must naturally be rcgai‘ded as
incquitable. -

5. The Governor in Council considers that the Postal Department should
itself unlertake the daty of delivery, freo of any special charge, and believes that
tho imnulse which would thus be given to rural correspondence would reduco the
a'lditit;llal cxpanse within very moderate; limits.

6. When tho Distriet Post of Madras was revisyd in Novambar 1833 ata total
cost of Rapees 1,109,773 per annum, it was estimated that the number of oficial and

e OFicial ..o e o 1,100,000 private covers postel at District Post

Privaty wve e see eee 9000 QOlfices was thea 1,802,009, and that of

t OGizial .o cee eee e ;»i’(’)g"(’)%g covers received for delivery 2,390,00),t

Private oo oo ees see LAUY during the year, 8o ‘that the ostablish-
maat is practically sclf-supporting, even with its limited orgraization. According
to your Annual Report for 1864-65, the Post OJice in that ycar yiclded a nef surplus
of thirty-five lacs of Rupees, and funds cannot therefore b: siid to be wanting
for the mcasure now proposed. : .

7. Iam toforward copies of tha Raports of tho O&izers to whom your letter
was sent for an expression of their opinioa.

1 have tho honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Sceretary o Government.

Ezl. S. T, Avgustia.
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