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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment
" 17th Norember 1866.

No. 416. Read the following Proceedings of thé Board of Revenue, dated 24th
October 1866, No. 7,657 :—

Read again lctter from the Collector of Tanjore, dated 10th August.1866, recorded
in Board's Proccedmfrs of 18th September 1866, No. 6,664.

Read also the following letter from the Collector of Tanjore, to the Sccretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Vellum, 26th September 1866, No. 256.

With refcrence to the Yroccedings ot the Isoard of Reveuue, dated 18th Sep-

tember 1866, No. 6,664, I have the honor to forward, herewith, copy of Mr.

Burnell’s Report on the conduct of Mr. Melson in the case refcrrcd to by Mr.
Banbury.

e

From the Head Assistant Collector, to the Officiating Collector of Tanjore, dated Mayav;&), 2ith
June 1866, No. 90.

1. Inreply to your letter, dated June JGth, and the Government Order accompanying it,
requesting my opinion as regards the conduct of Mr. Melson, I beg to make the fullowing remarks.

2. Mr. Mclson admits that he went on board the Jaffua in company with Alr. Potts to take

tiffin with the Master. Wheo I saw him on his coming off from the vessel, he certainly, as well ag
the Inspector, had been indulging in liguor,

3. [le disappeared soon after I first saw him, and I*next saw him carly the morning after;

Y cannot find that he gave the best assistance towards procuring Loats till the morning ; the boata
for unloading were procured by my Ieons.

4. The Master told me that he had presented a sheep to Mr. elson in return for assistance
in gettiog stores. On my asking what he had got for him, he told me a leg of mutton. I was also
told, aud the Master admitted it, that Mr. Potts had received a bag of gram as a present.

5. There can be no doubt that the entertainment on board the * Jaffna’ was the cause of that

vessel being stranded, and I consider that Mr. Melson's presence was most improper. I have
above given you an example of the acceptance, by Mr. Melson, of a present from the Master, and
there can be little speculation as to what induces a Master of a ship to make presents to a Sea

Custom Superintendent. But I have reason to believe, from very wide-spread rumours, that such
presents are commonly made to him.

6. You will, doubtless, recollect a recent case in which a French Masterof a ship applied to you
for a refund of some dues improperly collected. Ile ormmn]ly applied to me (I was then in Tran-
quebar), but I told him I bad no authority in the case ; bowevcr I then heard enough from bim to
shew that Mr. Mclson had neglected his work, and that ; in consequence the ship bad been delayed

some days. Merchants are very reluctant to make complamts in such cases ; if they do, they are
sure to be annoyed by the )Innagcr .
7.

I donot think that Mr, Melson is 8 fit person to remain as Supcrmtendent of Sea Customs
at Tranquebar. A very safe person, who will not take advantage of bis position is required there.

I also consider that an occasional enquiry, amongst the Kuropecan and Native Mercbants
regarding the Sea Custom Superintendent's conduct, would be advisable.

1. Ordemd that the above papers bo submittod to Gov crnment, with reference
to Government Order dated Tth Juno 1866, No. 1 »371, Revenuo Depnrtment

2. Tho Board consider that Mr. Melson has bccn very leniently dealt with,
and that his re-employment in any more important post than that to which he has

been reduced is inexpedient, or at. least slxould uot be permitted thhout special
sanction,
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Oeper TiHEREON, 17th November 1866, No. 3,142.

The Government agree with the DBoard in their
remarks in pa.ra«vmph 2 of the foregoing Proceedings. . Mr.*
. Melson’s practice of receiving presents must Lo stopped, and
;11) account be re-employed at Negepatam, or be pror:‘utcd without

. ('rrnn Ketrart ) -

.

-

(Slgned) J. D. SIM,
Secrctary to Governmen”
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