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- Txd. 8. T. Auguitin,

""" Proceedings of the Madras Gaovernment, Revenue Deparimznt,
. 5th November 1866, |
No. 94. Read the following Proccedings of the Madras Government in the
Military Department:m— =~

_Recording eertain correspondance on the state | )
of the :oa,son, &e., in the Bellary District. . } {Hero enter Gth October 1866’?‘" ,3,{483') '

No. 95. - Osprr TrEREON, 5th November 1866, No. 2,995,
l Miscellaneous, Communicated to the Board of Revenue.
AR - 3 7 (True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
' Secretary to Government,
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_ypossession of information which is of the

t”the rulc on this mstance, wight be. unattcnded with any m_}ur\

_ MILITAl Y DLPAR 1‘\1L\TI‘
. OC'EFDL’\ GS or THF UADI’ 1S GOVEIZNMENT T

" Read thv following papers:—

- Memorandum from the Ad)utant General, Head Qu'utor%, Oofaéémund 24th qep
tember 1866, No. 7562; to the Secreta.r} to (JOVQIIUUPIIt l\hhtary l)cpartmcnt

Fort Suaint George. R , :
“The Comnmnder-m Clnef has the bonor to’ forward for suLnnssxon to the
Rmht IHonorable the Governor in Council, the within coneqpondence received ﬁom
the General Officer Commandmrr the Ceded Distriets, reqpectnw the dlf'lcultles
expcnenoed by the contractors in providing rations for the troops, - =y
: 2. * Sir Gaspard LeMarchant does not submit these papers with a view “to any
 alterations being made in the terms of the contracts, for Ifis Excellency considers-a -
contz actor should be bound by his afrrecment but with a view to put Government in
higliest importance, and with a hope
- that the Right Honorable the Governor in Counul may be pLeased to oxder evezy2
‘necessary step to be tnken to meet the contingencics enumcrated by Ma_;or General
: McLeod. -
'3, The Order of Govexnment datod 14th September 1806 No 3230 h{la not
“been overlooked ; but His L\cdlency consnlers that salt provmons should not be
xssued excopt in great emm gency. : ' e

“ From the’ Of'icer Commanding Coded sttncts Bellary, lunh Septembet 1866, No 108 to the
Adjutant Gencral, Ootacamund. .

. I beg that you will do me the favor, respectfulb, to submxt the accompa.nymg letter to my

address from the Executive Commissariat Officer of the Division, for the consxderatmn of st

Lxccllency the Commander-in-Chief, the subject being one of v1tal 1mportance, especxally to the

Europcau pus bivar ol tho Puae alb tlie siabiva
2. Ilis Exccllency is aware of the dire dlbh’ébs wluch contmues to prevall throuvhout thm

sttnct amounting,. indeed, to a famme—-—-thls is not conﬁned to food alone. but embraces every

“article of consumption for man and beast. ,

- 3. In the town of Bellary, up to the 3lst Au'rust upwards of 11, OOO Rupees have been
collected to provide food for the starvmg population, who are unable  to labor.‘ The Central :
“ Relief Fund has given 39,000 Rupees. DBesides this, Government is sending up a large quantity of .
, raggee, valued at 8,000 Rupecs and hu.s given 75,000 Rupces for the employment of the able--
* bodied men, and of women and children ‘who can assist in any work, and more will be asked for
. immediately. In addition to the above, a work of great publnc utility, which will cest not less’
~than 55 or 60,000 Rupecs, - has been undcrtaken "I merely bring these facts forward to show the
_real state of matters and the deplorable condition to which the population of the sttnct Would be
-reduced, but for the timely liberality of the Government and the Public, = :
4. Captain Heath has so clearly and forcibly depicted the state of matters, and the grounds
Jor his apprchensions, that the contractors for the supply of ration and other articles will throw
" up the contracts, and the conscqucnces of suoh an event on thls [‘orce that I need not advert to
" the subject. ~ » T
5 K nowmg, as I do, the state of the country_ around Benary at pre«em T very much quos—
txon the probability of fmdmg a new contractor shounld the crisi3 apprehended happen The:
:‘obstaclcs which exist to the Commissariat Department’ ltself bemg called on suddenly to fux'msh
" supplies for the troops by direct purchases are msuperablo, and, under existing mrcumstandes I:
‘cannot but view the proposal made by Captain' Ilcath to agsist . the present contractors ‘though®
+opposed. to goneral prmcxples a8 that likely to be most beneficial to- Government and the Troops.
.-G, " The opinion e-cpressed by. the Contro]ler of Military Accounts is, undoubtedly, sound
‘but the pres ent case is an excephoml one, and the unprece&ented dearth of every article of con- .
sumption in this District, and the dificulties attending supphes being brought here from a dxstance,
‘ might, T would observe, with every defference, be a,llowed to" nengh and the pa,rtul relaxatlon of

a

*\\
-



7. If y CVe > o H . )
gostion th'e };;V;W;;‘;nﬁ&e f'lg;ltmment still consider it uudesirable to adopt Captain Ileath's sug-
’ y remedy left to meet the crisis, should it occur, appears to be for that Officer’s

being directed to purchase cattle
, sheep, wheat, f; : 2 i
2o borses, eual £ & Tortaight's conpumnii » forage, &e., for the Europcan portion of the Force
]

 calculated to meet the case, even though it demanded some relaxation in point of system. I recom-

t rates as I considered calculated to enable the contractors

’ ! the Commissariat. would be paralyzed, I concoived it my (iluty‘ to saggest the bnly apparent remedy -
i mended such modifications in the contrac

that they may not starve, until another contractor ! to carry out their engagements, S '
; 5. Government having adopted the views suggested by the Finance Department upon this

can be found and started, which, I consi
» sider . . . .
this arrangoment howerer, as’ o n;:ia(:;;btbf;u} ; tht;;e ar(e: serious dl.sadvantages attending T, 1d ¢ beb . . o how far th . lise the existi
with the contractors’ agents, who ar ! ing the Commissariat Officer in contact matter, it would not of course be becoming 1n me to question how far those views realise the exis ing
s © H . ' 1 i i
purchases and collecting supplies; the;n?&iei in the neighbouring Talooks and Districts, making state of things at Bellary, or how far the remedies. suggested are calculated 1.:0 avgrt any disaster
stock of all kinds is now most di ﬂicl’xlt to pmc‘l‘"““t ?IXPODSC. moreover, will be very great as live that may arise during the continuance of the present scarcity ; my object in laying this matter “t‘)e‘fore
seems no prospect) forage for their consumptione;v‘al‘;lh - lﬁ;mzmg can bo found (of which there you i toshow bow this Daprime’ i situated, and ¥at T e oo . a;’el“" fon ric
3 ill have to be provided at a h " 6. Since th iot of the above Order of Government, the contractors for oil, ration rice
8. Yet some such - ’ P ed at a heavy outlay. . Since the receipt of the above ’ , ’
tho interval roquined to o:;)r;;f;b:tzzﬁiiaﬁe clel}e;l for, as, in the impoverished state of the country elephant rice, salt and forage for public cattle have thrown up their contracts, the only hold that I
. might e . ’ . . : s : $ 1 1
it cannot be expected, that a new comract;: lif“zi(’ﬂ"_ th: TJO(;.PS to most serious privation, and posses over the others lics in their apprehensions for their security deposits ;'how long this consider-
hand to commonce operations at one - ind'e ! Ie i3 ? e found, can have supplies ready at o i ' ation will preponderate against increasing losses probably depends upon the time that their resources
required supplies in the short time I have mentioned q\;esnon whether he could even collect the ' may keep them from bankruptcy or until it becomes clear to them that they will lose less by lotting
avove. . ; : these deposits go than by continuing to supply at present rates; the contracts have still eight months
o to run, so that this view of the case is worthy of careful consideration ; these men are thoroughly

. 5 & v s 10 the €y ent Of the anth) e X T 9 d h ’ t d ﬂn(l state

authority should be delegated to the Commissariat Officer, with wy concurrence, to make the b
’ , to make the best

“arrangements he can on the spot. I would not ask X her

gravity of the state of affairs, demands that we sfoulg();:mh powers being vested in us, but the T hope for from Government, but little compunction will be felt by them should their interests prompt
without a moment’s delay er any hesitation. : prepared to meet any sudden exigency, S them to desert us at the very moment when their aid is most required. : .

7. 1 have no wish to excite unnecessary alarm, but the facts speak for themselves—the case

: d ears of every one. I ask youto

is not one of Departmental routine, but is open to the eyes an

. : imagine what would be the state of things if the contractors were fo announce 8
such food as I could

10. I forwarded Captain Ileath's letter to the Collector for his perusal and asked for inform
toppage .this even~

ation as to the state of the District ; so0 soo0 i
- H n as his 1 . .
I do not however wish to delay this communication. reply reaches me, I will trauswit it to you. ] - .
A e 3 ing, and I mere compelled to scrape together for the morrow’s consumption,
From Captain G. 1lgarn, Executive Commissariat Officer, Ceded Dist R o T ' obtain in the shops and bazars. I ask your congideration of how many congecutive days such a
» istricts, Bellary, 10th Septem- - state of things could last, and what would be its probable effects, upon the health and efficiency of

ber 1866, No. 808 ; to the Major General C ing Ce ricts, Bellar ¥ And in conclusion, I appeal to your own [
y H ’ ommanding Ceded Districts, Bellary of the Force the most dis
ggerated, and whether even the m ig-

I have the honor to forward, for informatior '
, your information, the enclosed Proceedin i

i , g3 of Gover ig i
the Military Depz?rtment of the 20th August, couveying their decision upon the cases :;ncegi;_'; - ~ : whetler anything I have stated above 18 In any Way exa . .
contractors of 'cl'ns;i Dgpzzrtment, Who_ _V_vhaverrgggmg]y applied to me for support and assistance :o : ! . tant prospect of such a catagtrophe should not be guarded against at any sacrifice of money, pre-
enable them to fulfil their engagements for the supply of ration and other articles to the Troops &t ~ it i Sk ~_cedent, or technical form. " Cou C
Bellary and Ramandroog, during the prescnt official year, paa ’ | VU T 0] . No. 3 "8.7_" (28tl Se éémf;ér' 1866 o o

2. At the time these contracts were entered into, n H . . ' _ RDER, NO. 0a0{, e :

o, namely, in last February and March, prices : - " The Government having in their Proceedings, No. 3386 of this date, deputed

 to proceed to Bellary on special duty, resolve to

of most articles were comparatively reasonable, and there was every prospect of an averaze season
o . | the Deputy Commissary Genera ;
and to vest him with discre-

under which no difficulties would hav i : .. o
e been experienced in obtaining the requisite supplics for the : ol pondenco o i,
communicate the forégoing cOrres )

consumption of the Troops and cattle belonging to this Division, You ar
\ . © . e fully aware how entirel :
these hopes have been negatived, of the disasters which enlrely : . soestions of the Major Genera
at large, and of the wide-spread ruin and exti'em: I;estgz‘,t?ofxoisl:?‘llxenlrly :Ofallen the community ’ ' ' tionary authority to cm‘r)’t, oue S}?Ch o ctoh: i;Z: omost advisable u'néerv exisﬁnol'
. s AR : ich hag . : : ; ‘stricts as he ma s ‘

this District, and which is still unhappily on the increase, with little, if :: thereby created in ) qommandmg Ceded Districts y | g
amelioration. . ) ¥, apparent hope of i ‘ circumstances. . | McLeod, and ¢ direct to G

. . ] : - . : e i eral MeLeod, and report direct to Govern-

3. The prices of all nceessaries of life have arisen to an enormous extent ' C ‘ % Hewilac™ o ‘.mth o to adopt o ’ |
ent—cattle and sheep : ment the measures he may find it necessary o acops .
d, Bellary. | Ilere enter 28th September 1866, No, 3388,

have perished by thousands for want of forage and

. 2 water—traflic and cultivati :
suspcnded—-mu}tltudes are unable to obtain subsistence for themselves and h;on o mosh entissly
a heavy expenditure by Public and Private charity. e to be supported af

 Telegrum to Major Generat e Leo
- (True Extract.)

)

4, The contractors for the supp!

. : ‘ ply of the Troops, upon whom u

S"ii;exl'; with a p:ox})lortionate number of horses and othc;- cattle are depci:::tisfo: fds‘cl)o fEl;l‘Opean ' | | |

natarally amongst the first to feel the eff: : ALy 1906, were " | ' ‘

grounds to hope that the pressure :v:s ezxt;; f)ft' l;e fer ey oy fumine. 8o long as thero wore | | | | .
) the 4 mporary nature : ‘ ' | |

people were in any sen‘se compatible with the risks which & contractor t::s:haaitvatbet llzssis‘ °f1:‘h05° | ; s c Secrc;ary ) Gavemmmt.

of, I was reluctant to interfere ; but when it became too apparent that the visit:i?o v 2 general |

n was

closure and

To the Adjutant General, with an en
* : ~ copy of Telegram.

a general

-one, that fami . 0 7
amine stared us in the face,-and that the failure of these people, would not only involve : ‘Commissary General
i " Controller of Military Accounts.
,, Military ,Accountant,....ocemeeees

Examiner Pay Department,(...........} for information. -

t1 .
ively demanded the adoption of some means to ensure their stability. I was fully aware that, techni-
: ly )
Examiner of Commissariat Accounts,

:;llt}; ;p:arl:xvl;g; afc:ntralcltor sh.ould st.and.or -fall‘ b.y his agreement, and that the rules of the contract
Ften | apprehesai suih co:?;ngencx?s in individual cases ; but when these arose grounds for the
il ioe on that failures might become general, that others might not be found able or i
e forward, that Government would sustain enormous losses, and that the efficicney of . ° S !

!

‘,

their own ruin, but menace the V'roops ith pri
) and cattl i i i
00p. e with privation, I felt that circumstances impera- ‘ ‘ f - »”
{
)
4

Exd.-A. W, Cooke.
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT
PROCEEDINGS 0P THE MADRAS GOVERNMEN T

Read tho following papers :—
om the Adjutant G General.ow..... Here enter 28th September 1866, No 77 0. ,

Memomndumf !
General MecLeod... e veesie s 18t October  ,,

J Telegram from
Memorandum from the Adjuta.nt General Head Quart e
tomber 1866, No. 770; to the Secretary to G’OVernfx:‘:;l ?Oﬁ%fﬁgun% 28th Sep-’;" o
Fort Saint George. Ty epartment :
Subxmtted to Government, in contmnatxon of correspgmienc 0 fOl‘Ward d I
€ Wlt.

thxs ofﬁce endorsement of the 24th mstant No. 7;,2

il lhia v

‘lv
From the Oﬁic Commandmg Ceded Districts, Head S
No. | the Adjutant General Ootacamund Q“mem, Bellary, 22nd Qo ember 1866, o
1 theconluing porion of my leier N 158 of the 15tk fntanty L havo the ..
avethe o

« As promlsed
honor to forward, o His Exeellency the Commander-in-Chief, copy of ¢ d B
orrespon - 3

ence with the Collec
- :9, From para,orraph i
contmued drought upoR thi
aro but t00 ovident. 'The act
_cannot better be shown than by
. which is also enclosed) from whic
" i8 ot equal to more than & few days consumptmn _
3. As regards the’ mortality. which has prevaxled among
st cattl x
" peliable statistics is to be regrettea =1 wou!d, however, invite atteninoi :: (:hzh::& il}l,e a.bsence of
which Mr. Wedderbum ja+in a posxtwn to speak positively. hav:taﬁl: thlree | #’
? e Ost ’_(‘4,,»"'

.  _Taluks, regarding ¥
upwa,rds “of 5,000 heads durmg one month—a—a la.rger number
of ca,sualtles than occm
. ‘ red. d\u'mg n

- the entire prevxous year

?/PW

T;‘»Z’

g wnd

for submission b
tor of Bellary, on the subject of that communication.
s2and 3 of Mr. Wedderburn
jg District, and the unpara;eigf:g;cg:silfzs:;(;u;teﬁ'ects of the long
aa] consequences ‘of this state of things upon thei mhe!ll,t of cultivation
the Collector’s statement of food grains for lasz itants generally
b 3 would appear th# in maay,parts of the nm{?fféﬂlhﬁcﬁf;fp?i -
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* Pelegram from General MCLEOD, Bellary, 1st October ’1866‘ to the Sec ta
e l‘y tg‘

Govcrnmen’c Military Department, Madras.

. . Since- recexpt of 70‘11' f telegram, rain has. fallen—-all mmedlate t
anx1e y,

s adverted to in my letters, has ceased

pomt
S R ORDER, No. 3483, 6th October ’1866
Recordea with_ reference to Proceedmgs of Government No 3337 EIAt d2
‘ : . e Sth

’Séﬁtcmber 1866. . .. 7
- o T (True Extxact,)

aJof Genemz :

Secremry o Gwemment. S

g

To tho Achutanf Geneml thh 3 ¢
To \['),wr Geneml w. C, BICLOOd %(:',‘ll?s:;es

- To the Commissary General, ..
‘ " Contmller of Militar Acc
: : R,cvenue Degartmen{,.....? 1.12'65, s mformatxon W / z M

i
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el
-~
Vi e

Zxd, J. E. Coshiarts
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