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' Clnef Engineer,

Pr ocecdmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
La . ok November 1866."

No. 81. Read the following Pl‘OCeedinvs of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th
Auvust 1866, No. 5,886. ' '

'Read the followmrr letter from the Actmrr Collector of Kurnool to the Actmﬂt

‘Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 30th July 1886, No. 163 :—
1. Ihave the honor,in continuation of my letter, dated 14th instant, No. 146,
to submit the information called for in paradranhs 20 and 21 of the Order of Govern- |

ment, dated 1st June 18668, No. 1,348, - . . . , S

2. The Statement appended shews the number, pos1t10n, and area of the\

gardens at present irrigated from the canal. . The majority of them are partially

planted with fruit- trees, a portion of the ground being cultivated with the usual

garden produce, chillies, onions, &c. - The position of the gardens with reference '

to the canal is not, as supposed by the Consultmfr Engineer and Government

« distant and 1solated ” In some cases water flows . to the wardens throucrh lands

cultlvated ‘with wet 01 ops, and - the greatest distance of any of these gardens from

the canal i is estunated at about thirty-five chalns, whilst some are only five chains

off. Tlns ground for claiming a special rate for g’mrdens bemrr disposed of, I have

only to add, that I entlrely concur with ’\Ir. Mmclnn 8 op1n1on, that this specxes of
cultlvntxon does not requlre anythmfr like the quantity of water necessary for- the
cultlvatlon of two crops of paddy. I doubt myself whether it requires as. much
water as one crop of paddy, when it is consuiered that the 1atter has to be con-

tmuously flooded from sowing till close upon harvest time, a mode of treatment =

which would be destxuctn'e of crops like onions, raggy, &c., vhlch are only Watered |

mornmo' and evenm , four days in the week.

3. It must be remembered also, that the canal Water is only aVallable for

n‘rlgatxon for six or seven months i

owners, therefore, cannot dispense with their cattle wluch, if the supply from the

canal was perennial, they would do, and being saved this expense, might be able to

pay a high rate for irrigation. " As the gardens are supplied with good Wells, and

intain thelr bullocks all through the year, I think

it more than probable that the imposition of a specml rate mwht lead them to

- dlspense with the canal water altocrether.

4, I trust 11; will not be cons1dered out of place, 1f I venture to say a few '

regarding the enhanced vato of Rupees 6, which it is proposed to i 1mpose

on ordinary irrigation. I cannot but regard it as a most impolitic step on the

part of the Company at present
the other day, when he proposed that the subsxdlary channels should

n the year, and for the remamder of the timo

dens have to be Watcred from wells with which ‘each is p1'ov1ded The

The fact is, as I had occasxon to point out to the
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be conetructed by the Ryots themselves, mstead of the Comp:my deh\‘ermf' the
4 'water on the land to be irrigated, that in a" District like Kurnool where wet culti-’
" vation is the exceptmn to the general rule, the people do not set the same value on
water, a3 the inhabitants of a. rlce—"rownw District would.

3

T

Having had no experi- i
nce of it, the system of cultlvatlon under artificial irrigation is not uuderstood by
the ma_]onty, and even if they did understand it, with prices ranging as they do.
at preeent itisa questwn whether it would be, as -a general rule, remuncrative
to the Ryot to convert his cholum fields into rice fields. Cholum 13 now sellmfr ‘
f in the Dlstnct at 6" measures the Rupee, and’ rice at 61, settmo- aside the cost of |

i u'rxgatzon, the’ expenses of cultlvatmcr land with - paddy are double, if not treble, "

it

P ‘buq-

¥
H

& 4 s
 the amount of cultivating dry gra,ms, and the Ryot argues, “ why should T incur ;
“ this heavy outlay When there 15 Scarcely any dlﬁ"erence between the mmket |

i t‘
. pmces of rlce and Ry holum. i An acre planted with rice may )1eld more than an ',

acre planted W1th chqum but it i 1s a question whether thls dlﬂ'«,rence will make up |
the enhanced cost of cultlvatmﬂ' the former whllst at the same tlme it must be
: remembered that cholum is the food of mne-tenths of the people, ‘that there is

: a,lways a steady local demand for 1t and that the stalLs are fdr more nutrltlgus as

fodder for cattle than nce straw. e

EE!

: It is obvxously the mterest of the Company to get as much l'md as possxble ;
7 under 1rrwatxon. i Up to the present tlme not one-th1rd of the land irrigablo from
7 the canal ‘has been brourrht under wet eultwatxon. "This being the case when the

P P

: pmce of Water Was comparatlvely low, are they hkely to attain their ObJCCt by
; cuhancm« theu- rates m the thlrd _year of these operatlons I think not, aud ]f
s the mcreased rate of sm Rupees 13 1mposed tlus }3 usly on people ‘who apphed for \

¢ the Water under the 1mp10esmn they Were to get it for four Rupees it will be

" T may be mlstakcn in my VleWS, but from the czrcumstantxal eudence before me |
H and from the mformatlon furmshed to me by those who are well quahﬁed tc:
¢ Jud(re’ th1s 13 the opxmon at whxch I have amved SR
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pa,1d grumbhngly, and apphca‘uons for the future will be few and far. between :
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Proccedmtrs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
5th November 1866.
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- 6. 'Lz‘msﬂj,b Mr, Sullivan de .
‘from 4 to 6 Rupees per. acre,

{

Precates the recent enhancement of the water-rate : T R o e %
and ' the Board consider his remarks deserving of | L 4 ;

VTR N e, s

to pay 0 Rupees for its irrigation,
* return than an acre of cholum,
all, nor, if they take it, are they

w ' » ¢ -. ; | SR . . t PROCELDINGS OF 1eg BoARD/OF REVENUE,
; i consideration. Mr. Sullivan doubts whether on such terms the cultivation of rico - _ SR o SRR B ’ .

";' I will be as profitable as'that; of cholum, both grains sclling now at nearly the same ' N o ‘ §

| prices. It does not, however, by any means follow, that because at this moment SR T - ?

‘ i a measure of rice fetches no more than a measure of cholun s therefore an- acre of T TR |

13 ; ~land under rice cannot afford ( . \ |

or, charged with .| ‘ : | -
The ryots are not ' e T,
obliged to grow . . , C T - :

f that tax, does not yield a large
- obliged to take the water at
" rice only by its méans,

.

Dated 20tk August 71866.}

‘ B2
8 L B
! £ .77, The Government seo no reason t dif’ i ' ; " ' 2'2
; oy r R TOvernment see no reason “0 modify their Order at present, H
AR - {True Extract) . - . : I H
R S i S v ; L “ _— . . . - T ~ . . "‘ ’;
Ted.asm 0 (Signed) JD.SIM, *= ;
RN " N e . . 'SCCretary to Govmmcn‘. ) \ ,: f o No‘ 5)886 - . .
’x”» i RSN e N . o ,,'f C 4 .
. ¢ iy T o R ' . ! i ' a ,OMQ@)AL ‘ 7
Y | foteagy eI
t | . \ - < : “ " ;;, | .
A £ ] - . Submitting with remarks letter from 3"-53 in
. 2 = ' ';)f Kurnool furnishing information c-alle.o "
y‘ L \ o > +yegard to gardens irrigated by I”rf:‘%?tl. n
L - W ﬁ : A ) Canal Company’s works.
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