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No. 435.  Read the following Proceedings of the Boaxd of Revenue, dated 3rd |
October 1866, No. 7,080. 2 LS e
Read again the following letterss— -~ - =

From the Collector of Tiunevelly, to the Secretary to the Board of ]Eh’vris'ime,edated "

i > 18th December 1865, No.480- . |
1. The prineiple of encouraging the spread and improvement of cultivation
by local effort has been recognised by Government in averal ways, and much

benefit, though in various degrees, has‘résﬁ}"todt : 1 wligve zha.t a form , Il,ect_o;.- k
of Bellary commeneed the movement about thirty or forty years ago, by allowin
Ryots to dig new wells on dry assessed lands, without the charge of cess for the

improvement; the onerous assessment on the old wells subsequently stimulated a

¢ransfer of capital from them, and this improvement had, at first, a damaging effect
on the revenue, by attracting Ryots from higher, to lower classed lands. In progtess_;
of time, however, by reduction of assessment on the abandoned well land ‘,they'
also came to be re-cultivated. Ry 8 oy
9. Another step was taken in 1862, when on the recommendation of Mr.
Grant, Collector of ‘Coimbatore, ruined tanks were made over to thé’ﬁ%ts for
restoration at the highest dry assessment. Ihad made a similar recommendation:
at the same time, having observed in Cuddapah that, in most cases, there were few
good. sites for tanks in an old-peopled coantry, which had not, at some tim
other, been made use of, and thas wew projects on other sites for
had not been profitable to several projectors. 1 am doubtful, however, Wi
this concession has been mu‘oh availed of. e .

4+ 3. Butitis not in all Districts that many good sites of un
yemain to be availed of. If such existed, their sourceaafsupply h

v‘ cases, been utilized by more recent works, pnd._iyeaboxation of the old, may.
~ pases, interfere with existing interests. There is a third, not novel, plan, |

improvement may be induced without any of the drawbacks attending
~ employment of private capital. N e

44 Inthe Ceded *Districts the former Native Government had induee
__construction of many works of irrigation in a manner very economical to the State,
~ pnd doubtless profitable to the people, owing to the great advantages of i rigated
" over unirrigated land. The constructors of a tank or river channel were allow:

reduction of 25 per cent. on a certain portion of the cultivation, €0
as the work for witich it was granted was kept in due repair. Th

: wverely criticised by the Engineering Department about 18 or 20

- Tt seems to have been taken for ranted, that the favorable assessment W

by the former Government for repair and conservation of the works ¢ lon

~ question of their original construction was forgotten. It was true en

- without pressure, the owners of the favorably assessed land were ) el:

 repairs ; these, on failure, were done by Government, and charged for bt
. system was condemned as radically faulty. R tha®

5. :1am by no means convinced that, by a return. ﬁ,\g mOdiéeqhon of fh;
old pative system, much relief may not be wbtained from the pressing il fos
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irrigation repairs, which the limitg allotment for Jocal vublic works from Imperial
grants does not admit of being complied with, - ¢ '

6. Some years ago, a scheme was mooted of giving over, at reduced rates,
all ﬁ%“ks watering less than 10 caw

att SICEINR SOES Suan. x%ies or 13 acres ; but as small works wer very
" numerous, and returned the largest shaizaf s hizinyplyed i alarmin
el g e S IR G IR, e e e ; ol g
of rovenue, and it was not carried out, . »

.~ 7. Now, in a District like this,
(otherwise styled, agricultural,) works

r

when estimates for repairing the irrigation,
were prepared at & total amount of 1,84,000

- o i mperial rovenues—

further trenched upon by urgent demands for other Departments, such as the salt—

. 1t is evident that some step is necessary. I very much doubt whether Imperial
revenue will ever hereafter, more than formerly, admit of adequate funds being

- placed at our disposal. Many extraneous and u 5

: X nforeseen causes may, as before,
prevent the required allotment being made ; a

i loss in the Opium revenue, the
breaking out of a war, the necessity of early construction o

of ¢ f Military and other
expensive buildings, Railway and Irrigation guarantees, &e., and it would be desi-
rable if so necessary an object as petty in detail, but numerous and expensive in
agsgsto on d 'urg{ént,,,.irrwn*”“’p?‘im!‘- vere mot dependent in so great o
degree upon the Twiperial balances. e

8 The rate at which the maintenance of works in this District baabe@ﬁ

 Tn 1507, 8,000 Star Pagodas — Rupees 28,000, lelg;sg f fog::}f :?i;gﬂ“m“*h@u ,
- used to be allotted; this would now equal P ; utlay on works,.
- Bupees 18,401, via. 3 grain Cotiah of paddy liable to so many causes of deferioration "

-:“jw';g_-,;t‘h‘en Rupees 2-8-0 ; it is now Rupees 7.+ o 1o but be insufficient. Five per,.."’
sy cent. would be moderate. - It does not

: e ., . Scem ‘likely,  however, that such  an

. amount would be allowed to be dal+ *ed from“the I¥tigation revenue for the

“maintenance and improvement qf the works, and the remaining alternative is to
render as many small works as possible, self-supporting.
9. What I would suggest is, that when repairs are not witl,

the State to undertake, or doubtfully remunerativ
centage, twenty-five or fifty,

-F

i

SR Rapees 90,000,

in the power of
e, a reduction of a certain or'-
as the case may require, be granted on all land brought
under irrigation by private improvement of the reservoir, in addition

cultivation of the last five years under the work.

to the average
i -70 1 think the centage reduction is preferable to the fixed arbxtrary raﬁ of :
- Rupees 3 per acre, as it will adapt itself better to the diffevent, d

| eseription of lands,
It is possible, in some casos, that Rupees 3 might, in effect, be no, or, at least, an ‘
~ inadequate, differential cess; the centage reduction must e a positive udvaﬁiago
T Privato interest and enterpris
than public supervision.

e can execute repairs more economically‘
12, The above is only an extension of the principle that Ryots should en joy
the advantage of their improvements, which, at the time it was conceded, only
applied to wells construeted in dry ass

App ossed land. It meets the case when a tank
18 In great want of repair, but not 8o ruined as to have no wet cultivation at all

under it, a very frequent one, T believe ; also, when repair cannot, from wang of
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i oses, P
! k local fund for special purp . separate fund,
o itsbelng sf: asﬁ;::a? That sum, if it had been retained as a sep
received on this p Y

L t know
. ultivation. I do no
g - 1o to the extension of ¢ E r purpose.
would have increased accoi?el?line to vestore the Tank Mértﬁomf;:ssigpiatz on the
ision of the assessment, 10 * ; this
taken at the revision O . s ition to keep up
1f not, caredmust b:y p,d(:nit of a local cess being l:gétroﬁ@lofo:mplus Tpetial
Nunjah land, as may & tly cannot be erected OB% B% ® ince the’
, hich apparently ' have been doing, since
source of revenue, W : ible o go on as we LAY : local
it is manifestly 1mposs to all the projects of local
| revenney 88 1t 18, U8 S ot 1 finances, and put a stop . .

A ; ria e . dered ; any
| mutiny dwlla‘ged 21:72;2}:: In the meantime mf}.’ plan might bi ;ox;zln . hitix S
: agricultm‘a i 1 effort in the prospect of a remission

bt by local efto
impr ovement

L %

———

d a proposition
: Wedderburn brought forwar
ecoing letters, M. : sanctioned plan for
g 5 ” f;‘(t}:atfx';)(:‘egis iftended to be an improvement o the :;an(t:hl.;) Ryolt)s e
b which, ;“ i aly ,of ruined irrigation works by making ‘;Vel('i i Ll
. X ; A
BgeCEs tl 9; xfnrepaired for five years and upwax"dS,‘ the a‘nh z.n ?1‘ el
1 that have all hichest dry assessment of the Dlstl'l(ﬂ.?, .Whlcd qih ol
: - charged at the hig The plan referred to originated wi i
¥ fixed at 3 Rupees an acre. = of Coimbatore, and was strongly 5:1 :
e e d, and approved DY
; 5th November 1862, No. 240, o404 1y the Board, ar g
FrodeonIl’I:)::::g;nlgzth l\zgzlclm November 1862, Government, and ultlmafe]yD{)i -til:
Board’s g, : : e Districts,
_ No. 7817, : rd December 1802, g.oretary of State, f(fr all th :
Government. Proceedings, 23 . lated to bring under ftillage
No. 2,673. il 1863, No. 15. 88 _calcu' d as the Imperial
4 From Secy. of State, 30th Aprit T555 lands lying waste, and as

un S y

1 ra
TR guegesting a
2 tl small decayed sources of irrigation. In sugg
i hese

it 1 11
i T. 11 f 1 - 1 1 |

' 0 Rupees wou
lculated that an increase in revenue of about 89 I
ca
f ahove the existing assessment,

t the rate

over. the Board learn tha

A d other letters, however, i fact the rule
2. From the I::::z::dagle Ryots to the scheme as antl(évi‘)a;:;i;'bulrrl: isthtore,

} has not at J ton: M. e ’

Sz ﬁxed. i tive ever since 1ts promulgation which, as he supposes,

i [iag been InOPOEA tion of the Dusbundum Indm system nd, would be found

g | - suggests a modlﬁﬁa nden the former Native Governm?t:; aan extension of the

1 ~, worhﬁd :;neﬁ?:g eYOus at the present day, He proposed,

’

; the restoration
ivation under them, "
g . ing some wet cultiva : he insufficiency
: of repair or def%tlve,tb;: ::;erfak en by Government,deliler gozlb:fllfl investment,
© of which tanks canno the outlay would bea do Y
3 llotment, or because £ 95 to 50 per cent. o
of the Budget & J :th an allowance of from g piry A
Bl to Ryots with an g g3 ivate improvements to
it 3 might be made over dor irrigation by priv i A
ix 1 land brought under 5. This plan, Mr,
assessm.e“t e f the average cultivation of 't/w last ﬁv‘e fle':;e Ag Al 2
:’ R ezcc;f' ok would in working adapt itself better to
v Wedderburn thinks,

! | r
f

-~

s
e

¥
but no order was ever

Y



N 253

=Y,

‘2

.

- ..-. :VA 1

AR

.

Pr ling
; roceedings of the Madras Governiment, Revenue Depart:
18th October 1866. e

R =t

i,

funds, or from the outlay bei ' :
. ment. It economises, the funds at dis y remunerative, be undertaken by Govern-
3 syst,em“iﬁ 1eed theeanstra < i

— .r-~~.f.1g le. i g

}- ﬁ“ﬁf“?w_‘tq lfeqp N repair{. e, in former times,

: ; d,lﬁhl:z;;ggewdn’ a notice might be issued

twenty-ive to fifty per cen éﬁ-"*ﬁﬁé%’xces; *i)g*l 'ﬂ:le ;Q“dit_ion of a reduetion of
A S A SR R Ry o t five years

! cﬁlﬁ?zgan,mdmim»ﬁ applications and »f:lﬂ' ‘descriptiznl?;; 3:0_ years' average

_ repaire submitted for the disposal of the Board, o Pwarks' s to be

———

B S

e I;rom the same Officer, dated 27th Marc}; 1866" NO lm‘ o

. On the 18th Dec ’ o e e

the Board, a scheme be(‘er}n.ber of la_st year, I submitted, for the considerati

T ) by w yich the improvement of existing w e fsmtmn of

might be extended, without expense to the State, and mh;“ldi “orkst olf irrigation
an i cement held out for

* Budget of 1866-67. 1. asked. fir Ru . the employment of pri
606 e, ; o1 pees of private capi .
%723,000 for repairs, Rupees- 58,415 have - cases where no Statel fand capital, in
f::r;aizﬁxsct;%rée:lés?lit (}nly_Rupees 32,000 is eoming. The ext un. s were forth-
| 5 R i s for river channclsﬂ.‘. Xtreme 1mportance of

A I R e g

e tl&mgon imlmew&__ to.ask for

early consideration of the plan. I pointed out the defective ficld for pri-v;zf--p

enterprise, at present open in the construction of new irrigation works, and in th
: , and in the

cestoration of totally ruined ones, by th fact i |
e R “:J";"g;.‘—»*i-ufx':; Y 2 y i faCts thﬂ.t 1 an OId' : ‘ nt
A 31? ﬁ anworks bt likely to be found, with any chance ﬁte“;plgidclwnhyi ﬁew
and that the restoration of old ruined works is often found to cl#gﬁ zﬁ:}tl WWW,
vith sub:

quently acquired interests,-and applications havo-consequontly to be-declinmed.

9. The offer of a reduction on hitherto unirrigatesd: ";m}tc}a‘ d@ec.m@. |
old Survey accour}ts“) land, under defective, though not totz\x,ll r ‘ss-(;] o M n;l-the
!mve .tl.le. effect of inducing the application of private capital aid ;];EL y works, might
(o utilizing water. flowing to waste by the impaired capacity of ‘ for’ - ﬂd\'ﬂ.ntagc,
tion ?vorks o instance lately came before me of a, ta)nk m‘,l.ny " e lrr.i;;a-
capacity, watering only one-fourth of its ayacut' or ‘sui‘w‘sy lhn(ilﬁozlllggl 'to lln.pau'cd
..O_f_ & ,Party, » b? E_l_l,lowed to cultivate, on payment of the dr | & Y203 spiiein
wasteshng‘fr%ch had lain waste for half aentury, 2 . _§Scsmuent, the hitherto
o vile on the subject of tank repairs, I'm\is; call to iy
';1;;3 (;;eg;i:zi :,N ulné]g;} ser;‘tlllemen't of this District in the t'lf;?zfli;?(:hzrl:(glﬁcﬁon’
e wu; continued? nattllv.e systexP of dividing the Nunjah [iroducc :i:lfb%r,'
Ppribes, or exacti ; on this occasion tho Ryots pleaded that the *“ Y il »
k ons, or pay extracted from them by the local officers of tl .z:annh 2
» 1e Carpatic

the Ollld ! i if 1 w

e
o —

At T

¥

was double the value it i w
y value 1t 1 "hel icati
s now. Their application for remission was not complied
2L L 0 X

’ ‘

Silver repor
Silver reported to the Board, that the
average amount of this fund was Ru-

WOS () ¢ o "
1 8 48)1‘]']’ «ln’l th«lt 1‘0 AW no 0"]“‘:1“)'1

17th April, No. 160.

3

1&4 répairs, and I think that as sucha

o

A
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 sources of irrigation are

shimiia

e O PRSI D

—

M 5

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departinent.
18th October 1866.

~—— s st AT
- S N ..,4.,v.-,—~--,.rw..,~*~v. e sAT oA e TS T e IR

tenders for the repair of tanks on the above system, and to submit & list of appli-

cations with particulars of each case for the orders of the Board. il
3. This suggested plan is an indirect means of compassing an end which, no

doubt, it is desirable to attain, as well for the benefit _o_f ,t_t_xe cultivator of the soil, as

for the protection of the revenue. Tl_lere is too much reason to fear that all qur
. steadily fa}iling into disrepair, river and tank beds silting
oked, bunds and calingulahs deteriorating, and- water
26 has to be collected. Not long since the Board
T received a similar representation from
Trom Collector of Nellore, 30th October 1865, Nellore, in which the Collector referred
No. 263, in Board's Proceedings, 23rd Feb- ¢ tank banks fo i 1 seen ¢ for the fst

yuary 1866, No. 1,331. § 2
five years repait ed half way across, and

(¢ the repairs useless because there is mot money to complete them.” ‘I might
¢ efer,” he said, “ t0 the stones collected for escapes, and lying unused year after
« year, because there is not the money to put them together, and put the tank in a
« safo state. T might send the Board photographs of the furrowed ridgeson which
i g man can balance himself as he walks along, but a horse could not carry him,
¢ ridges, entered in our accounts as tank banks and pretty sure to be breached .

¢ the first heavy monsoon.” On this occasion, Mr. Dykes proposed a scheme for

remedying the gradual deterioration of the works on which the Nunjuh revenue of

the Presidency depends, which the Board _could not approve, because it resolved

itself simply into -
between the Nunjah and Punjah assessment on the Jand, of which addition one-

up, channel heads getting ch
deficient ; and yeb irrigation revenue

quarter ; y
ment, and the remaining three-fourths, or 80 much of it as might be necessary in

any one year, Was to be levied to defray the cost of work executed by hired labor -
in default of the Ryots concerned executing the work themselves.
4. Ttisclearly the right principle to apply so much of the Nunjah revenue

" as may be necessary for the repair of the tanks and channels which are the founda-

tion of the income, crediting only the net balance as revenue ; but by the insuffi-
cient allotment now made for the maintenance of these works, the sources of our
revenue are being starved 3 and if from causes which it is notin the power of
(Giovernment to control, the revenue cannot be maintained by larger allotments

from Imperial funds for the restoration of works upon which that revenue mainly

depends, we must resort to indirect measures for gaining our end, if the revenues

are to be saved from falling, or growing more pr carions. question then

arises, is the plan now proposed calculated to secure the  d red object. It sup-’
poses that the persons who emndtheqn(lhvm b o
will be able to keep the tank or other work in repa;t provide
hold the excess eultivation ata rate from 25 to 50 per cent. lower than the full
assessment. Tt is more than doubtful Wl other this sort of limited Inam would be
nearly sufficient for the ahject in view ; and the plan is opposed to the principle of
leaving untaxed improvements made at private cost, for it is obvious that Govern-
ment on this principle are entitled to no more than the Punjah tax from the exten-
sion of the Nunjah cultivation. The difficulty of maintaining our irrigation works
in repair is a pressing one, and as Government are apparently unable to allow a

an additional tax on the Ryots of 25 per cent. of the difference

s to bo levied regularly Or maintaining a Talook Maramut Establish- T
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ver to ﬂld Ryots for repair and maintenance
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18th October 1865,

sufficient amount from :

_would be o set - aside tah(;:)i:izl;“e ;0 Ilnakc the repairs, an alternative expedien
But this after all Would ki e Oj t.le land as service Infm for the purpose
charge by diminishing in an e ui(:l ‘e‘v ot relieving the Government from m
O et inclineg . ?xoportaoxt the anticipated revenug receipt;
They have no reason to believe Sl:;.?o:l?e ts};;: i ;yi;em g R intmduc{'\d"
successful in operation, yet it w ' em of Dusbundum Inams was ever
Wedderburn’sp:ropzzi )L,tl‘;t ‘\n as far more favorable to the lm’un;z:: ‘:1:‘:“01::
i, com]ition'att 11cv see almost insuperable difficulties in the wa g t
thie recognition of the .‘ac’ung to such Inims. They would far r i y O

principle that the difference between dry zf;x(;erwpzess -
e

oucht, in con

oy vy NMOonN reas
s reason to be vieweéd as.reyvenue, only afte
s been met therefrom. \ 2, Only atter the expense of re

rates
i pairs
i he only practical way of ; ' 1
for Collectors to R treating the ="t d e dificultios. i
) send u 4] g A wicunder all its difficulties, 1s
S Rt i Pl .‘hbtf“(}t p- positions for the repair and maiutoua:::" 1Sf
or which they cannot 2 nch.]t is not worth the while of Government to ur;d tbl'f)
2 determineu ok ocaconvcmently attend to. The Board will then be in a L;g{;.‘c:
placing before them f:ﬁs the.y can recomménd for the sanction of JGO'\‘éEnm(j:::l
undertake the repair of epalrltlculzl'rs ;)f the terms on which the Ryots are w’illing t(;'
/ ! ach particular wo k i T
remind the present k. Ine the weantime, the Bo
s ar

the Govermgent decouecmr of Tinnevelly that he s not bound i,nvariabl (tl e
) mand at the rate of 3 Rupees per acre on 1 d ({ adicniis)

and under ruined

open to him to m . ut privets -
3 Rupces an acre ike : S{)ecml recommendation in each caaep' a:;d i;ol(:t't}fitﬂ::

0o much in any particular 1 e
own proposition. £y ular instance, he is at liberty to make his
6. In the se 3 %

cessor’s reply to thzo;\};i lczlt,tea .above recorded, Mr. Wedderburn refers té his prede-
that those which exist 9:; z 111”0“11)*“' Dedtar on the #40iset of Tank Marl reporting
§ isted ‘in the District have since F ot L

e Fusly 1246 been blended with

“ ‘ . » l ]

and the Collector should keep the plar fan Irri ration of the Board,
1 OI an I‘!‘](rati()n C s i . .
s 88 1n view 1n connection

with /181
| the revision of the agsessment now in progress

No. 436.
ORDDR tueREON, 18th October 1866, No. 2.821

‘Mmem < The G i

l ot overnment concur in the views ex i

solin A, : pressed in

_ 2%‘ ,.l%mg.raph 5 of t&vl.e_BO&.n'd’u Proceedings.

3 s e Extract.) '
i T e 8 Ry } $ m e ¢ fv
| (Signed). A. J, ARBUTHNOT,

- A

C/“"’f Seeretary.

I’ 4
To the Board of Revenue,

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

. ments, sndwould so arraugs e BE that this ma

No. 1,331,

PROCELDINGS OF THE Boarp of REVENUE, dated 23rd February 1866.

Read the following letter from J. w. B. DYKES, Esq., Collector of Nello:e, to the Acting
Secretary to the Bqa‘rd of Revenue, dated 30th Ogtoberv_186.5, No. 263:—

1. 1 have the honor to acknowledge the veceipt of the Board’s Procsedings, No. 6,766,
submitting for the consideration of Government my report om@h&ap&tﬂ%ﬂiﬂﬁe Public Works
Department in this District in 1864-63. Gy R St s V; R R
9. The Board refiain from passing an opinion onmy pmpfmho puta -Répaifs'iﬁd; Tmprove-
ments Cess on the inigated area, when I make the neiﬂ‘l?ﬁﬁ}ﬁcﬁfl)f Mbﬁaﬁsi‘cﬁ,ﬁﬂp\a«e@ pefore
them in a definite shape, and observe that ™¥ emarks wauld have had more woight bl 1 given
\he data from which 1 concluded that th*q‘pﬁiéx_ﬁ allotmen w‘gfi w’ﬁﬁry{muﬁcﬁif o g A
5 Were I towait tll T could submit the proposed settlement. of a Taluk, as 1 originally
intended, 1 should then be able to give the ;ff@ngféﬁrdti T would propose, ufore accurately, than
1 can now ; but even thgh;\x‘mdngiwﬁ ichemé,w fﬂ@lﬂfﬁ"bﬁiﬁéﬁwmﬁ, much that
would require’ amendment 5 snd as it is desirable that the whole question ghould be carfully
considered, and the required changes made, before any portion of the District is ready foc settle-
ment and precise proposals cnbmitted, I will at once, with the Board’s permission, lay before
¢hem, in as definite a shape 38 1 can, mY proposals for providing for the effectual mpaii'af»nnx
Funlic Lrrigation Works, and, in conclusion shall have !itl,lg difficulty in 'iuqni:hing; the data

yequisiie to givemy remarks weight, and prove the accuracy of the ,conci_ﬁgiohn drawn.

RTINS
REERY
=3 Ll g T

4, . The irrigation agsessment, is either a

Cess how leviables
rate divectly imposed on the irrigated area, or

the balance that may be 0\‘.'(“?98 i i_"‘iﬂ‘t-""quf’.”“ aud above e i i xouldy PR kb
{thout the aid of {rrigation. Yor every Rupee ““h‘“ﬁl’*
" or Rupee for repairs and improve-

reference to its productive powers W :

tion assessment, as thus defined, I would assess the "g@ﬂé‘i Tt R“P‘ff‘”;:?“ s Sug HRRID T
, gy it

Ryot" v's pocket. 2
5. 1 would by Act extend the Repairs pnv&; Impro!cmenﬂcﬁ!*oﬂldmwﬁﬁfna@!, t}:g
cess on which should be ecalculated and fized in the same 1_&5{@}.-1? th@ hnﬂl@ﬂlgmnt.he
ordinary rates of assessment. ' St R R T ¢

the revenue, or be it reality s0 much money out of the

out of the requisite repairs and

cess, and the carrying
English Highways Acts,

6. And thus raised in the use of this
‘ llow the system of the

I would to 2 certain extent fo
7. Webave in Tound pumbers, 1,35,000
The total asgessment

improvements,

_ Amount of cess- N
acres under irrigation:

on Public Works at ‘
. and deducting Rupe® 1-4-0 as what
4 is therefore the ir gntion‘ms’mt

on this aten is shown in my report

assessment per acre may be taken at Rupees 5-4-0 an acr
the land would psy without the aid of irrigation, Bupees
per acre as defined in the 4th paragraph of this letter.

§. Tnreality, the seven lacs s U ivsume of-thapeACEE THl G
supply of water availabl s T as-sssment 00 f:}!'e jrrigated area in oecupa
and would be what my vess would e Tevied on, the gross amoun :
still short of what would ba the sum ;emaﬂy‘-‘mﬂible by the cess on Inams when ca!gglsted and
fized as if those Tnams were held at the ordinary rates of assessmy ent. Butit is not necessary for
me to go into tbe details to place before the Board with, I trust, sufficient clearness the course I
would pursue; and to place mY proposals pefore the Board ina definite shape, I ‘beg to be
allowed to take Rupees &as the irrigation assessment, One Rupee per acre as tberefore the amount
wad 1,35,000 Rupees the amount thus available for the

‘.L;;u’;i*-‘ b LR 9 i i
a5 adjusted with reference to the

of the Repairs and {mprovements Ces
whole Distriet, ;

7,08,000 Rupees, the rate of this .

arod’in occupation would be et
T ot thus shown 28 available being
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tor would forward to the Officer of the Public Woirks Department in whose range the works
~were sitvated to keep him informed of the work to be done inhis rarge as estimated by the

Taluk Overseer. » il T

'25. All plans and estimates would be forwarded to the Office of the Public Works Depart-
ment, at the same time as the statement of specifications, and no improvements would be com-
menced, or permission given to the Surveyor to undertake repairs, till the Officer of the Public

‘Works Department had satisfied himself of the correctness of the Surveyor's estimates, and re-

ported to the Collector that in his opinion the estimates might be acted on.

' Action of the Collector. 26. When the estimates have received a
A : : professional revision, and been duly approved
of, it wonld be competent to the Collector to authorize the Taluk Surveyor to carry any repairs

- or improve.uents into effeet on the receipt in
due course of an application* 1o that effect,

and tothe extent to which the cess might be available. Intimation would be given to the vil-

lagers of the orderstpassed. The Taluk Surveyor would be authorized to draw on the Taluk

Treasury to the amount of the e-timate, the accounts would he kept in the village subject to the

inspection of the villagers, and the sum spent would be debited against the village cess, and with

any other sums similarly spent recovered at the end of the year as an arrears of land revenue,
Accounts and audit. 27. The Bills as received will be com-
pared with the Treasury Accounts, They will
then be forwarded to the Public Works Officer of the range for audit, and at the expiration of
such time as may be fixed on, as fair to all parties, they will be considered passed, unless in the
meantime the Officer of the Public Works Department shall bave inspecied the work, and found
reason to question their aceuracy. _
’ Supervision. 28. T have hitherto spoken onij of the
inspection of the Taluk Surveyor, tue Tahsil-
dar, the Collector and Public Works Officer should equally have the power to order the requisite

®Vide paragraph 15.

" ‘repairs and improvements to be maur, dic spovifivabive Reporls Veing drann np in dne acpyes by

the Taluk Overseer. When requisite, the Revenue authorities would doubtless have the assists
ance of the Public Works Department, who would thus be relieved of executive work of a petty
nature, that it is a grievous waste of professional abilities and money to place on them, and
through the Revenue authorities, every Ryot interested would have it in his power to insist on
repairs or improvements, a portion of the community may not be inclined to go to the expense of,
but the execation of which can be fairly claimed by those whose capital is at stake.
Checks on negligence, or frand. 29, Where trust may be betrayed, and
_ repairs may not be properly executed by the
Taluk Surveyor, it is difficult to lay down precisc., <he course to be pursued, It micht be desira-
ble to make Taluk Surveyors find security, and hold their security liable. Orwith adequate
pay, simple dismissal as regards neglect, and the provisions of the Penal Code may be found
sufficient.
Two results of the proposed soheme. wo. hilst of two results under the pro-
posed gcl vy [ am sure. The mere fact that
the tank will have to be repaired at their own expense will secure it fair play from the ryots; there

will be less cattle trespass than at present, and the accounts being kept in the village under the

inspection of the village authorities, the opportunitics for fraud will be small, A
Limited liability and payment in kind. 31. From the course 1 have sketched, the

A Board will have gathered that I mean the lia-
bility to the cess to be strictly confined to the repairs and improvement of the works from which
the land assessed is irrigated ; and that same for the requisite Establishment, and the execution
ofhuom-y works, I hope tosucc:ed in making the requisite repairs to some extent without
 requiring the Ryots to make a money payment. The great difficully in a village is to conyert

o L e o “ag :
o i M L e L

grain into money to pay the revenue: I. give.the ryot the opt.ion of avoiding guch conversion to
repair his tank. Where he has to pay in coin bt?caus?‘the village wontjoin to make the repair,
the money paid for labour will come back for grain. .lh?r.e will be no disturbance of arrange-
ments for the revenue. The present unsatisfactory liability for repairs will be at an end, and

Jimiting the liability for the cess, and fixing the respousibility, I believe I adopt the best course

open to us to meet the object in view: , V. oneStasiDOSSIR
© GengrslbekERgy. © 32, The Taluk “"?7&

; ‘ A " -i-L ~ ble for the exocuhonofwm“hw o liieg
the other Local Funds, his pay being raiged if necessary with refereflm 3 %'MW" “work. b, \
thus thrown on him.. With the Road Fund he would establish relations with the la ou rm &m ket #

trate labour when necessary on isolated tanks. He would

that would enable him to concentraie s _ He
available as the Head of the Survey Department in his Taluk, and with the subordinates
gradually train underhiee he-could meet, our requirements in this respect inge

Insafficiency of prese % O 83. Jm)‘“ sheboe ek = o
Ly o+ gabmit the n w ~ ave come v i

'irrigation is wholly inadequate. b Y L g .

34, T might refer to the tank-banks I have scen for the last five years r!pm:ed half" way
across, and the repairs useless, because there is not money to complete them. I might referto
the stone collected for escapes, and lying unused year after y.ear because there is not the mone
to put them together, and put the tank in a safe state. I might send th Boad hotographs- of

the furrowed ridges on which-a-man can balance y

tered i our wooounts w8 Tk banks, and prejty sure to be breached the first

carry him, ri PR Gy QUL RERARE B e
-heav}'“iﬁ'oqfibonn, and from these details, the Boa mﬁ@mféﬁmﬁ*m h clearn guikvpmt e )7
state of affairs in a particular Taluk, or the District. Bat still, it ‘ZM‘?.M’_"‘ m:“m?w ;n:: S
1 think I shall more completely meet the Board’s requirements by CORNRING mys sumply 0
magonry works,___nai n&m%‘rwmgw J;Wﬁ@’ WW

Hiwilpu 4 S A“hom ed in the last b
f-‘?";".&:ﬁﬁr—_e:;r.:’.;;,,;:._ " Anant

o B T 45
e & Alet! er,No-3]§9, letter of 31st Oc- o,
dated 8th De-| - 1,01 1865, No.
cember 1864. 961.
Tank banks requiring earth-work repair inelud-
e = ’ s 530 81 449
ing repair-of revetments in 115 cases... . 3 219 6 213

Slujois requiring Tepair ... e e v :
Escapes requiring repair ... s e e oo }35?3 lg égg
New sluices required ... oo wee we ee o oo ‘ o e
New escapes required... el -"T(;’:"f"f'-‘ﬁf"-'éfv e Er } i g

‘ oy . ' » works, shown in that statement as necessary, have been provided for
in the surrent year, and how many are likely to be provided for in 1866-67. The answer will,.
I think, show the soundness of the data from which my conclusions are drawn, the unsoundnes®

ter, No, 382 of 1864, I beg the Board to ask the Public Works ™«

.

4

of the systom, .Qninwhichblgebmgfpond. \r\wi

s

—

1. The®sard give Mr. Dykes full eredit for his endeavor to find a remedy for the gradual
deterioration of the Woia on which the Nunjah revenue of the Presidency depends ; but at*the
same time they are altogether wagble to support his proposal, which resolves itself simply into an
additional tax on the Ryots of tweaty.five per cent. of the difference between the Nunjah and
Punjah assessment on land, of whichaddition one-quarter would be levied regulacly for maintaine
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-ing a Taluk Maramut establishment, and the remaining three-fourths, or so much of it as might
be necessary in any one year, would be levied to defray the cost of work executed by hired 1abor
in default of the Ryots concerned executing the work themselves. .

2. Viewed as an addition to the ordinary assessment, this additional tax would, in the
Board’s opinion, be unjustifiable, inasmuch as the Government are responsible for ma.intainiﬁg
the works, the existence of which in an efficient condition constitutes the ground for their demand
of a greatly enhanced assessment, as compared with that on land for which the State does not

provide the means of irrigation.

3. But Mr. Dykes probably has contemplated his scheme as part of a revised assessment
on the land, in which case it resolves itself into an assignment of a portion of the public revenﬁo
for a specific and limited purpose, which assignment would, when no expenditure was actually
be mainly a remission of taxation to the Ryots immediately concerned ; while on other
ould be made to the cess when expenditure was needed, additional
would be required to supplementan insufficient levy for the cost of
me time that the existence of such a sysiem asis proposed would

duction in the anuual Budget Grant to this Presidency

needed,
occasions, as no addition W
_grants from public revenue
the necessary work, at the sa
afford a strong argument in favor of a re
from General Revenues for Public Works.

4 The scheme also appears to the Board to be open to many of tne objeciions that ha.e
been forcibly urged against the Dasbundum Inam System, and against the old Taluk Maramut e:t;-
blishments, which have been deliberately condemned, and superseded. The inevitable inequality of
the incidence of the proposed additional tax is also a serious objection to the proposal in the opi-
as it is evident that where leist has been done for the irrigation works
there most would be required of the Ryots ; while under the great systems of irrigation works.
where the supply is less precarious than in the case of the minor works, the Ryots, though f ,
better able to pays would seldom or never be called on to do so. ’ il

5. A most complicated distinction would also have to be drawn between Nunjah cultiva-

“tion irrigated from sources in the imprevement.of which the Governr cnt have iucurred little or

and that dependent on What may wmore strictly be called Government sources of
supply, and in this as well as in other respects the proposed scheme appears to the Board likely
to afford openings for wide-spread abuse of official influence.

6. But while thus unable to give their support to Mr. Dykes’s proposal in its present form,
the Board consider the subject 10 be well dfserving of consideratici in connection with the revi-
sion of the assessment, and they request Mr. Dykes to keep the object in view in framing his scale
of rates, and to bring the subject again forward in submitting his proposals for the new settlement

of his District.
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary, "
To the Collector of Nellore,
Exd, R. H, Lee, Gl
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