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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,.
11th Octeber 18G6.

No. 296. Read the following letter from the Oficiating Conscrvator of Forests,
to the Sccretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,
dated Camp, Ootacamund, 29th September 1866, No. 2,000 :—

Order No. 2,543, of the 21st of September 1866,

I should recomumend a scigniorage of five Annas
crnment Talooks of

1. Inreply tothe Government

I have the honor to inform you, that
per bandy load on all bamboos cut for sale or export in the Gov

o the non-success of forcst operations in this District, I
would observe that the Collector, in his letter recorded in the Government Order
No. 797, of the 3rd of June, stated that it was most desirable to conserve the Govern-
ment tracts of forest, as felling and burning was carried on in a most reckless
in all hill tracts belonging to Zemindars ; when this was referred to my
mended that a small establishment should be entertained for
as a trial ; this was sanctioned in the Government Order No.
2,349, of the 28th September 1869, and the Collector himself appointed a third class
There does not scem to have been any demand for timber, and tho
be likely to cover the cexpenditure as long as indiscriminate felling
Le forests belonging to Zemindars; but in the meantime the
ng preserved, whilst the other forests are disappéaring.
Tho Collector was of opinion that a depot should be opened, but Iam very doubtful if
the demand for timber would autliorize our working these forests, at present, to an
extent to make the undertaking profitable.  The Collector's Assistant has lately
reported, that the Overseer now in charge is not competent to undertake the open-
ing of a depot and the nccessary felling operations, and, at the Collector’s request,
Iam now trying to get another man for the post, and I have just offered the appoint-
ment to Mr. Power, who was a candidate for employment under Dr. Cleghorn,
and who has had some training in the Department. These hill forests are very
much out of the way, and are said to be very unhealthy, and I much doubt if we are
ever likely toget a competent Overseer for the appointment on the small salary of
60 Rupees, unless it is some one living in the District, and in a mecasure inured to
I Mr. Power accepts the appointment, I would recommend that he
her report) for six months under Mr. Boswell, tho
at Nursapatam closo to the forests, and who
Ifit is fouud that the opening of a depdt suc-
establishment might be continued ; but if

‘9 With refuerence t

manuer
Department, I recom
conservancy, at least

Oversecr.

is carried onin t
Government tracts arc bel

the climate.
should be employed {subject to furt
Collector’s Assistant, who is stationed
takes great interest in forest matters.

ceeds, and creates a demand for timber, the
it isproved that there is no demand for timber at presont, an establishment will

only be required to prevent waste in tho Government tract, and to stop clandestino
felling, a Duffadar and four Pecons would bo sufficient for this; and if the bamboo-tax
is put in force, the scignivrage receipts might be expected to cover this expenditure,
but even if it did not, it is very desirablo to preserve these forests for future years,
whilst the surrounding tracts are being destroyed. In either case I would recom-
mend that thesc forests are placed, for the present, entirely under the Revenue
authorities ; tho operations are too limited to mako it desirable to.keep them under
the special Department, which entails a considerable amount of office work, far moro

in fact than a third class Overseer can be expected to undertake.
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- -Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reven

ue De}mrhunl.
L11th October 1868,

3.

As these forests have been but littlo explored,
them thi

it is my intention to visit
$ coming cold season (when they are healthy),

—_—
Oroer THEREON, 11th October 1866, N

1. The rate of sel
. 0.

Forests, No 7 bandy load on all bamboos cut for sale or
the Government Talooks of tho Vizaga
tor and supported by the Acting

No. 297.

0.2,761.
gniorage of five Annas per

export in

tric‘t,‘proposcd by the Collec

Conservator of
Forests, is sanctioned,

(True Extract.) _
(Signcd) J. D, ST,

Sccretary to Government.

To the Acting Conservator of Forests.
»» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Auzustia,
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