PARTMENT.

T B, T

e T U S S S, T3




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
11tk October 1866.

o

No. 270. Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Madras, 6th
October 1866, No. 7,165 :—

1. I am directed by the Board of Revenue to submit, for the consideration of
Government, Minute by their first Member, the Honorable Mr. Pelly, on the state
and prospects of the Bellary District, and the measures which may become necessary
to mitigate the apprehended increascd distress, should rain not fall there abundantly
in the course of the next few weeks. 2

2. Mr. Pelly’s long and intimate acquaintance with the District in question,
and his actual experience of a famine season there as Collector in 1853-54, render
his remarks most valuable, and the Board can add nothing to them beyond the
expression of their general concurrence in his views.

3. They see reason to hope that the price he has assumed for cholum, viz.,
four measures for the Rupee, will not be exceeded, and perhaps need not be assumed
as likely to rule for any length of time.

4. According to the latest return from Bellary, the present price of cholum is
measures four or four and one-sixth per Rupee ; but ti Board doubt whether the
pressure on the general market is likely to increase, or to be maintained at its
present intensity. For although, in the event of a conti and complete failure
of rain in the District, the local supply would speedily become still more insufficient
" to meet the demand, and prices then would rapidly rise if the supply were not
supplemented from elsewhere, still the present state of the market is in some
measure due to pressure elsewhere, and to the difficulty from drought and want of
pasture in the way of throwing in supplies. ¥

5. DBut pasture and water supply are now rapidly improving in the District
surrounding Bellary, and the prospects of the season generally in the Presidency
are so encouraging, that the Board count confidently upon a fair outturn from the
next crops, and they trust that abundant supplies will be attracted to Bellary by the
scarcity there, so as to prevent prices from rising above their present standard, even
if they do not recede below it.

6. The food will find its way there if there is money to buy it, and the
Government will not hesitate to furnish the means of purchase in the shape of wages
for work, which must ultimately prove very beneficial to the District, while mean-
while it will save life.

7. 'The Board would suggest that a copy of Mr. Pelly’s Minute be sent to the
Sanitary Commissioner, who is now in the District, as well as to the Collector and
Superintending Engineer.

MINUTE BY THE HONORABLE Mr. PELLY.

1. We have now arrived at the month of October, and within five weeks of the latest periop
within which rain can be expected to fall in the Bellary District. The entire failure of rain up
to the present time in that District causes the greatest anxiet.:y.. Sho?ld the rains which may yet be
cxpected during October fail also, the District will be visited with a severe famine, and even
should the expected rain fall now, there must (owing to the enormous prices at which food is
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No children under 10 years, nor infirm persons, male or female, should be employed on the
works. If it is necessary to feed them, as well as to give employment to their re.htivcs on tl'xe
roads, it should be done by deling out small portions of cooked food ot places suitable for this
work, and away from the working parties. _ Y

L4, Dearas the price of food is, I'yet believe there is food in the Ryots' stores throushout the
District. They may bz Ioth to snd this tojthe general markets, but for feeding t,hfa'.x‘ £ PCO})IQ
employed on these famine roads extending throughout the length and breadth of the district, I think
the stores will be available. . ]

15. That Government are, as somz p2ople assert, to blame for these disasters in Be‘llary i8,
I conceive, a great mistake, The works of irrigation have not be:nnyslectad in that District sohas
in any way to cause the present famina, The tanks and channels ars in ordor ganerally, and all t e
available means of ipplying these reservoirs have for the most part been availel of. . Grca-t» atat,entlon
has haen paid to the assessment ; the Ryots of late years have greatly imnroved in their f:lrcum-
stances ; and the cotton market has poured riches into the District. Here are the reservoirs, ]?ut
wio can fill them if th> rains fail. Th> ons graad project which, after much thought a.nd‘dls-
cussion, is sapposed to be feasible for wa‘ering a part of the District, s¥1oultl bc' worke;i a?dut
by all means. It will water one corner of this vast district, anl some minor pro_;c‘cts'&l‘e y
alluded to may be undertaken ; they will increase the general irrication of the cn:.m.r_',' in s'ome.
slight d‘?gl'ee,.but still the greater portion of it will be dependant, as hcrc:.o*. )z'(‘,‘ on t.m. loia.I rginsi;
if they fail the tanks will, as now, b2 left empty. And if at the sam2 tims, there " < ear %
all the Presidency, tha famine of Bellary cannot be averted, though it my b2 alleviated by L r
greater supply of'fuol from the cultivation which the Toombadra pz':»j::t,. if s:zzr:cfff?ll.}rbzzrrxgn
out, will doubtless secura to this portion of the Madras Presidency which, situatzd midway betwe
the two monsoons, is so liable to drought from failing to sacure eithe.r. : 4

16, I would urge the execution of every feasible projest for storing the W.a,.ex‘ from 0;1;' rweoo,d
even though ¢he pecuniary profits should be small or nil, proviled the project a:ﬂ"orde ag

: 2 e Ytain this resu't we must nob
Prospect of bringing a largs quantity of land unler irrigation, To obtain this re : b
b 1o regarlful of expense.  Even a larze outlay may not effect what we could desire, aﬁ ey
works are to be regalat:d with a view to oYtaining a high interast on the outlag, F-he_y W.l g s
und:rtaken at all in Bellary. At present the people are threatened with Stal‘\'ﬁ.tlofl o =
: can be undertaken ; reli=f must ba given in
The plan answered

Prom simg a 7051 return ia the way of interast
most practical manner by empioyment of the people in making useful roals. utrd s
well in 1853.54, and i;& should be agzain liberally carried out, even at a cost ‘i.llt'-‘-'“{’segt =
roughly caleulated by estimating the probable cozt of food for the nzr.\'t t'.vel'fc x‘n?ntlllst,:’l; g: :mber &
oeven higher rates, (should the next five weeks fail to give us a pl'e?txf'ul rain,) Am:. ) it 1“1;0 =
Persons whom it may be necessary to save from starvation. Ths whole eu..‘v-l‘,stlgs :O%l;' o
authorities should be earnestly directed to providing employment for the people Oq‘ Sm x;xcasure of
grand Toombadra Canal scheme cannot, for the prosent, be undertaken, and muss, as

immediate relief so urgently required, be left in abeyance. (Signed) C.PELLY. |
1st October 1866. €

No. 2711 OgpEr THEREON, 11th October 1866, No. 2,7:;8.- T
R : Mr. Pelly’s Minute,

A copy of the IHonorable ) : s s

I Miwsimeony. } the Goverlx)}:nent have perused with much interest, will be

1 the
forwarded at onee to the Honorable Mr. Ellis and

Collector of Bellary.
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Governments
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