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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmeat,
» 10¢h October 1866. :

No. 250.  Read the following Circular of the Government of India, Public
Works Department, (Revenue—Forests,) datcd Simla, 10th August 1866,

No. 8 :— ‘
New system of Audit and Account for the Forest Department in the Provinces more
smmediately under the Government of India. '

Read again— -
Public Works Department Resolution, No. 544 F, dated }8th November 1565, and ite
accompaniments, on the introduction of a system of Forest Accounta.

Read also— ‘
No. 1,196, dated 29th March 1836.

RESOLUTION by the Government of India, Financial Depa'rtmcnt.

Read Procecdings in the Public Works Department, No. 5{4 F, dated 16th November 1865,
laying down a revised procedure for the audit and adjustment of the Accounts of the Forest

Department in the Bengal Presidency.

Resorcrion.—The Governor General in Council observes that the fundamental part of the
revised procedure is the submission of & cash book, or unclassified account by Forest Officera.

2. Thisis in accord wih the new system of accounts in the Civil Department, in which
it has been a principal object to reduce, as far as practicable, the accounts rendered by Treasury
and other Disbursing Officers, to mere cash books, supported by subsidiary vouchers and vogia.
ters, by writing off from their accouuts to Personal Accounts on the books of the local
Accountants General, all transactions which, in their final adjustment, must involve transfer
entries. _ _ v

3. The proposition for charging certain payments to an account of ** Advances recover-
able’ which is to be kept by Forest Officers, militates against the object for which it is pro-
perly desired to require from them a mere cash book with supporting vouchers or re is:;“
and it is desirable, therefore, to restrict the use by Forest Officers of the Acconat Ag A
recoverable” within the narrowest limits. vances

4. Advances in the Forest Department are of three kinds, vzi,—

1st.—Advances of pay and allowances.

2nd.—Payments to subordinates for carrying on works in forests
3rd.—Advances to contractors for the same purpose. )

8. When an advance of pay and allowances, under rule or com . i i

oo f ’ petent sanction,

at the prescribed monthly rate of salary of the payee, it should be issued on al.oll:ill“fo:'niie
amouns, and be charged off the accounts of the Forest Officer ; but this is not to x~cclud°
recovery of any part of the advance which may require to be refunded in the efent o;

casualties. |

6. Any other advance of a lump sum which may be r |
bill, will be charged off the Forest Officer's accounts to Y. heade i‘;"ﬁ!:::::‘:e:::c‘:a:;‘:“:; l:g
books of the Accountant General, the Forest Officer, however, keeping a record of it in a plus
and minus Meworandum outside of his cash accounts, in which he will report monthlp to
the Accountant General the progress in the adjustment of all advances of this kind which xna; be"
recoverable through his agency. '

7. Thus, if the Fcrest Officer advance Rs. 100 to a subordinate in September, and
recover the money in November from a pay bill amounting to Rs. 400, bis cash book.s f.
September aud November will shew payments of ‘Ra. 100 and 300 reapective.ly (the former bei o
supported by a receipt for Rs. 100, and the latter by a bill for Rs, 400), while his plus and mi i
Memomdn;n for November will shew the recovery of Rs. 100, ’ d n
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10th October 1866.

 * 8. Payments to subordinates for carrying on works will be charged against the work even
before its completion, an estimate for the work having been first sanctioned according to the’
rules in the Public Works Department. In this case, the Forest Officer will keep a record *
"of the payments outside of his cash accounts for his own guidance in cbarging for the residual -
" amount that may be due on final completion of the work, when the detailed bill will be submitted,
and the payments charged of, from time to time, will be exhibited in a Memorandum at.
the foot of the bill. .

9. Payments to contractors for carrying on works will, when they admit of classifica-
tion, be charged in the same way as that just prescribed for the similar payments to subordi-
nates. The contractors’ and disbursers’ Ledger, an extract from which is to be furnished, s
Form No. 9, will be independent of the cash account.

10. Advances which cannot bo classified ;must remain uader Advances recoverable, a8’
laid down in the Resolution of the Public Works Department.

11. With this modification, the rules laid down ig the Procecdings of the Pullic Works
Department, are approved. |

12. The Governor General in Council is also pleased to pass the following Orders on
points which have been left open, or have not been provided for in the Lesolution in the
Public Works Department.

13. In Provinces where a separate Office of Forcst Accounts is kept up in accordance
with the 3rd and 4th paragraphs of that Resolution, the receipts and charges of the several
Forest Divisions in the Province will be compiied in tlat office according t> Divisions, but
will be recorded by the lvcal Accountant General in bhis monthly accounts in mere

" totals, under the heals prescribed for the Forest Budzet lstimates. _
14. Io other Provinces, where the accounts of 1he several Forest Divisions mway be rendered
direct to the local Accountant Geueral, he will rccord in subsidiary books, for the iuforma-
© tion of the Conscrvator of Lorests, the divisional detail of the reccipts and charges of the Forest
- " Department. . : .
. 15. In their Report, dated 15th April 1865, the Committes on Forest Accounts obacrved
" that **the Cash Balance Statement which has been suggzested, may be dispcnsed with, and’
- the dctails of the balances of cash and on the drawing sccounts, may bo shewn at the foot of
"the Cash Dook, a copy of which is to be furnished with the vouchers to the office of Audit,
. supported by certificates obtained from Treasary Officers shewing the balances on tho severa] -
drawing accounts. On the tack of these certificates, the Excc_utive Forest Officer should explain
. any difference in tho balances which may arise from cheques drawn by Lim not baviug been
© presented for payment at the Treasury.” .

:
!
i

Provinciar

t 16. The allusions here to ‘‘the balances on the several drawing accounts and totho',

' diffcrences (caused by uncashed cheques) between the Treasury Officer's and the Forest
Officer's Statements of these balances, shew that the Committes had in view for the Forest
; Department 8 eystem of credit orders like that in the Public Works Departmwent. Under
. that eystem, the amount of a credit order is written of the Cisil Department's accounts, and
- a corresponding sum is set apart from tho Treasury Oficer's cash balance as an appro-
“priated balance of the Public Works Departmont, which Las a scparate Accountant General.
"But the Forest’ Dcpartment has not a soparate Accouatant General, and on other grounds,
-tco, it[is not expedient to adopt for the Forest Department an arrangement whercby the
.Treasury Officer would have three cash balances. It will answer every purpose if the letters
.of credit for the Forcst Department be on the footing of those for the Miiitary Departuent,’
‘whercly the sum to be written off the Treasury Officer's accounts will be, not the amount
of a credit order, but of the cheques paid against lettcrs of credit. The verification of
the amounts drawn by cheque may proceed in a way analogous to that followed betwcen the
Civil and Military Departments. . )
Oeporr.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be scnt to the Iublic Works Depart
ment, with a request that the divisional detail of the rcceipts and charges of the Forest Depart.
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ment of & Province, and the Statement of the receipts and issues of timber which are to be
submitted snnually to that Department by the Conservators of Forests, may be communicated
to the Financial Department for information.

- Osservarions.—The Resolution in the Financial Department should be com-
municated to the Local Governments and Administrations concerned, for informa-
tion and guidance. The Committee’s Report and Resolution thereon, in this
Department, have been separately printed, and will be supplied also.

2. The remarks in paragraphs 3 to 10 of the Financial Resolution refer to
paragraph 11 of Public Works Department Resolution, and to paragraph 3 of the
Commiittee’s Report of 15th April 1865. The further remarks in paragraphs 13
and 14 are for the guidance of the Office of Accounts, whether Forest or General,
and the two last paragraphs have reference to the action of Officers in charge of
Treasuries in tho matter of credit orders.

3. With regard to the request contained in the Order appended to the
Financial Department Resolution, it is remarked that no accounts will be submitted
to this Department to be dealt with as such. The manipulation and audit of the
Forcst Accounts is to be entirely local, and forms Nos. 21 to 28 will be attached to
the Progress Reports to be submitted to this Department merely for the purpose of

- elucidating those documents, and ensuring their being in accordance with the
rccord of expenditure. ‘

4, Itis prcsumcd that the annual accounts of the whole Forest Department
will be compiled in the Oflice of the Comptroller General, from the accounts of the
Local Accountants General ; and it is desirable that o soon as this is done, the
ficures by divisions for eac.h Province, and an abstract thereof, under the headings
adopted in the Dudget Estxmates.of the Forest Department, should be furnished to
this Department for the information of G?vcrnment, and for communication to the
Inspector General of Forests, to tenable him to compare, for his own purposcs, the
relation between actual and estimated receipts and charges, and thjs should be

__grranged for accmdingly..

5. Form No. 22 will be atta.chcd to the Budget Estimate, The parts of the
Public Works Code affecting estimates, referred to in paragraph 12 of Public
Works Resolution No. 544 F, are— '

Chapter XII, Section 1, paragraph 4, and
Chapter XV, paragraphs 47 to 52 apnd G2,

6. The accounts from 1st May 1866 should be re-cast jn the new forms, and
brought entircly under the Civil Accoux.zts D(?partment, Controllers of Public W"orks
Accounts ceasing to bave any connection with them from that date. The arrear
accounts will be disposed of in the Offices by which they have hitherto been dealt
with.

Ozper.—Ordered that a copy of these Observations, and of the papers referred
Governments of Benga(l). I(;'h “(’: P.,alang Punjab. to, be forwarded to the Local Govern-
Chief Commissioners, Oudh, Centr rovinces, , . . . .

'cmé’“ﬁri‘tish Bursah, ments and Administrations marginally
noted, and to the Inspector General of

Commissioners of Mysore and Coorg. 7
Resident at 1yderabad. . Forests, for informatpn and guidance.
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Proccedings of the Madras Gorernment Revenye I)epartment -

o 10th Octobder.1866. - . . k "
' Ordcred also that g co'x) be forwarded to the Gove‘nmonts of ’\quras and
. Bombay, the Governor of the S:raits Scttlements, the .Governor ‘General’s Agents,

* Central India and Rajpootana, and the Accountant General, Public Works Depa.rt.
ment, for information.

Ordered further that a copy be sent to the Finanecial Dcpartmcnt for mforma~ '
- tion, and the issue of further orders,

. . | (ngned) C. H DICKL:\S Licut. Coloncl R. A,
- Secretary to the Govt of Indza

R NP

| | .
! No. 251. OroEer THEREOY, 10th October 1866, No. 2,739.
' Forests, Mo 3. Ordered to be communicated to the Ofﬁcmtmg

Conservator of Forests for his tnfurmation. -
i (True Extract.) . T
(Sigued) J, GROSE,

Under Secrelary to Government.

LT

To the Oficiating Conservator of Torecre .

Exd. S. T.r A;gulun.:{,
. )
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

? . ‘L
! \ . PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. ) ‘
. REVENUE-~FORESTS,
f ' ?
To
| ' | |
| o ~ Crrcrrar No. 8 Torests,
‘ Dated ‘§.nLA'fA,,9u.z 10, 1866, . :
)  Received ' :
R @.3&4@\*7
i A ‘
v \,’-‘ ; '

New system of Audit and Account JSor the
; {_ , . Forest Department in the Provinces more tmme.
A Ne - * diately under the Government of India.
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